Mother Matters Motherhood As
Discourse And Practice

This anthology explores the recurring trope of the dead
or absent mother in Western cultural productions. Across
historical periods and genres, this dialogue has been
employed to articulate and debate questions of politics
and religion, social and cultural change as well as issues
of power and authority within the family. Astrom seeks to
investigate the many functions and meanings of the
dialogue by covering extensive material from the 1200s
to 2014 including hagiography, romances, folktales,
plays, novels, children’s literature and graphic novels,

as well as film and television. This is achieved by looking
at the discourse both as products of the time and culture
that produced the various narratives, and as part of an
on-going cultural conversation that spans the centuries,
resulting in an innovative text that will be of great interest
to all scholars of gender, feminist and media studies.

In the last two decades, maternal scholarship has grown
exponentially. Despite this, however, there are still
numerous areas which remain under-researched, one of
which is the experiences of marginalised mothers. Far
from being a sentimental, feel-good account of
mothering, this collection speaks with the voices of
mothers through the application of a matricentric lens. In
particular, it speaks with the voices of those mothers who
feel alienated or stigmatised; mothers who have been
rendered ...

Mothers, Mothering and Motherhood across Cultural
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Differences, the first-ever Reader on the subject matter,
examines the meaning and practice of
mothering/motherhood from a multitude of maternal
perspectives. The Reader includes 22 chapters on the
following maternal identities: Aboriginal, Adoptive, At-
Home, Birth, Black, Disabled, East-Asian, Feminist,
Immigrant/Refuge, Latina/Chicana, Poor/Low Income,
Migrant, Non-Residential, Older, Queer, Rural, Single,
South-Asian, Stepmothers, Working, Young Mothers,
and Mothers of Adult Children. Each chapter provides
background and context, examines the challenges and
possibilities of mothering/motherhood for each group of
mothers and considers directions for future research.
The first anthology to provide a comprehensive
examination of mothers/mothering/ motherhood across
diverse cultural locations and subject positions, the book
is essential reading for maternal scholars and activists
and serves as an ideal course text for a wide range of
courses in Motherhood Studies.

Demonstrates how individuals can respond to
widespread injustice and systemic militarization in
society. Maternal Activism tells the stories of women who
refused to ignore injustice even though many people
urged them to stop their activism by claiming it would
harm their children. Molly Rush, Michele Naar-Obed,
Cindy Sheehan, and Diane Wilson recognized that the
potential well-being of their children relates to the
damage done by US militarism and environmental
destruction. These women'’s stories illustrate feminist
ethical theory and contemporary theory from peace

studies. By examining their context for addressing
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Injustice and the theoretical supports for their action, this
book demonstrates that issues of injustice overlap such
that critiques of nuclear weapons lead to critiques of war
and militarism, which lead to critiques of environmental
destruction. “The unique strength of this book is that in
sharing the stories of these four mothers it brings to the
forefront what it means to live maternal activism in the
many dimensions of women'’s lives: activist, partner,
mother, friend, etc., and does so with acute and sensitive
awareness of the complexities and tensions of doing
s0.” — Andrea O’Reilly, editor of Feminist Mothering

Th is handbook includes state-of-the-art research on love
in classical, modern and postmodern perspectives. It
expands on previous literature and explores topics
around love from new cultural, intercultural and
transcultural approaches and across disciplines. It
provides insights into various love concepts, like
romantic love, agape, and eros in their cultural
embeddedness, and their changes and developments in
specific cultural contexts. It also includes discussions on
postmodern aspects with regard to love and love
relationships, such as digitalisation, globalisation and the
fourth industrial revolution. Th e handbook covers a vast
range of topics in relation to love: aging, health, special
needs, sexual preferences, spiritual practice,
subcultures, family and other relationships, and so on.
Th e chapters look at love not only in terms of the
universal concept and in private, intimate relationships,
but apply a broad concept of love which can also, for
example, be referred to in postmodern workplaces. Th is

volume is of interest to a wide readership, including
Page 3/21



researchers, practitioners and students of the social
sciences, humanities and behavioural sciences. In the
1970s through the 90s, | was told that globalization was
homogenizing cultures into a worldwide monoculture. Th
Is volume, as risky and profound as the many adventures
of love across our multiplying cultures are, proves
otherwise. Th e authors revolutionary and courageous
work will challenge our sensibilities and expand the
boundaries of what we understand what love is. But thats
what love does: It communicates what is; offers what can
be; and pleads for what must be. | know youll enjoy this
wonderful book as much as | do! Jeffrey Ady, Associate
Professor (retired), Public Administration Program,
University of Hawaii at Manoa, Founding Fellow,
International Academy for Intercultural Research The
International Handbook of Love is far more than a
traditional compendium. It is a breath-taking attempt to
synthesize our anthropological and sociological
knowledge on love. It illuminates topics as diverse as
Chinese love, one-night stands, teen romance or love of
leaders and many more. Th is is a definitive reference in
the field of love studies. Eva lllouz, author of Th e End of
Love: A sociology of Negative relationships. Oxford
University Press.

Using a variety of critical and theoretical approaches, the
contributing scholars to this collection analyze culturally
specific and globally held attitudes about mothers and
mothering, as represented in world cinema. Examining
films from a range of countries including Afghanistan,
India, Iran, Eastern Europe, Canada, and the United

States, the various chapters contextualize the socio-
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cultural realities of motherhood as they are represented
on screen, and explore the maternal figure as she has
been glamorized and celebrated, while simultaneously
subjected to public scrutiny. Collectively, this scholarly
investigation provides insights into where women’s
struggles converge, while also highlighting the
dramatically different realities of women around the
globe.

Essays explore a wide range of contemporary feminist
mothering practices.

This book examines the social organization of recent
immigrant South Asian women’s mothering work. It
explicates the processes that contribute to those
belonging to this social group making changes to their
mothering work after immigrating to Canada despite
having reservations about doing so. The book draws its
findings from interviews with 20 South Asian immigrant
mothers who were raising school aged children in
Canada and had been in the country for less than five
years. Government policies, websites and newspaper
reports also form important data sources for this study.
Using institutional ethnography, the book shows the
disjuncture between the mothering work of the South
Asian immigrant woman and institutionally backed
neoliberal discourses in Canada around mothering,
schooling and immigrant employment. It highlights the
manner in which the settlement experiences for South
Asian immigrant women can become stressful and
complicated by the changes that these women are
required to make in line with these institutional

discourses. The study explicates how the work of
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immigrant mother in the settlement process changes
over time as she participates in social relations that
require her to raise her children as autonomous
responsible citizens who can participate in a neoliberal
economy characterised by precarious work. The
research that informs this book has implications for the
social work profession, which is connected in many ways
to the settlement experiences of immigrant women.

This edited collection draws on a range of disciplines in
exploring the central place of narrative in social inquiry
and understanding the ethical life. It provides scholarly
and practical insights into the rewards and potential
pitfalls of working in, and with narrative. It offers readers
a broad range of carefully considered examples; the use
of art in enhancing insight into the plights of rural
communities in Australia; the use of illness narratives in
medical education; applying narratives of torture
survivors and torturers in shaping humane political
response and policy in the face of terrorism, and the
place of the music, as a vehicle of story telling and moral
growth. This volume illuminates the explicit links between
the importance of narrative, that is, the telling of stories
to create shape and meaning in our lives, and ethical
engagement so critical to the achievement of a good life.
This collection considers how embodiment, mothering,
and curriculum theory are related to practices in
education that silence, conceal, and limit gendered,
raced, and sexual maternal bodies. Advancing a new
understanding of the maternal body, it argues for a
'bodied curriculum' — a practice that attends to the

relational, social, and ethical implications of 'being-with’
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other bodies differently, and to the different knowledges
such bodily encounters produce. Contributors argue that
the prevailing silence about the maternal body in
educational scholarship reinforces the binary split
between domestic and public spaces, family life and
work, one's own children and others' children, and
women's roles as 'mothers’ or 'others." Providing an
interdisciplinary perspective in which postmodern ideas
about the body interact with those of learning and
teaching, Mothering a Bodied Curriculum brings theory
and practice together into an ever-evolving conversation.
How were femininity and motherhood understood in
Mexican cinema from the 1940s to the early 1990s? Film
analysis, interviews with filmmakers, academic articles,
and film reviews from newspapers are used to answer
the question and trace the changes the depiction of
mothers goes through. Images of mothers in films by so-
called third-wave filmmakers (Busi Cortes, Maria Novaro,
Dana Rotberg, and Marisa Sistach) are contrasted with
those of mothers in Mexican classical films (1935-1950)
and in Mexican films from the 1970s and 1980s. The
book produces some surprising results. The most
important prohibition for mothers in classical cinema is
not the imposition of strict sexual norms of the 1940s, but
rather the portrayal of an autonomous identity. Also, in
contrast to classical films, third-wave films show a
woman's problems within a social dimension, making
motherhood political-not in relation to militancy within the
left, but in relation to women's issues. Third-wave films
approach the problems of Latin American society as

problems of individuals differentiated by gender,
Page 7/21



sexuality and ethnicity; in them mothers are citizens
directly affected by laws, economic policies and cultural
beliefs.

Contributors detail what it means to be an academic
mother and to think about academic motherhood, while
also exploring both the personal and specific institutional
challenges academic women face, the multifaceted
strategies different academic women are implementing
to manage those challenges, and investigating different
theoretical possibilities for how we think about academic
motherhood.

A pioneer of modern motherhood studies, Andrea
O'Reilly explores motherhood's current representation
and practice, considering developments that were
unimaginable decades ago: the Internet, interracial
surrogacy, raising transchildren, male mothering,
intensive mothering, queer parenting, the applications of
new biotechnologies, and mothering in the post-9/11 era.
Her work pulls together a range of disciplines and
themes in motherhood studies. She confronts the effects
of globalization, HIV/AIDS, welfare reform, politicians as
mothers, third wave feminism, and the evolving
motherhood movement, and she incorporates Chicana,
African-American, Canadian, Muslim, queer, low-income,
trans, and lesbian perspectives.

The book argues that the category of mother is distinct
from the category of woman, and that many of the
problems mothers face—social, economic, political,
cultural, psychological, and so forth—are specific to
women'’s role and identity as mothers. Indeed, mothers

are oppressed under patriarchy as women and as
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mothers. Consequently, mothers need a feminism of
their own, one that positions mothers’ concerns as the
starting point for a theory and politic of empowerment.
O’Reilly terms this new mode of feminism matricentic
feminism and the book explores how it is represented
and experienced in theory, activism, and practice. The
chapter on maternal theory examines the central
theoretical concepts of maternal scholarship while the
chapter on activism considers the twenty-first century
motherhood movement. Feminist mothering is likewise
examined as the specific practice of matricentric
feminism and this chapter discusses various theories
and strategies on and for maternal empowerment.
Matricentric feminism is also examined in relation to the
larger field of academic feminism; here O’Reilly
persuasively shows how matricentric feminism has been
marginalized in academic feminism and considers the
reasons for such exclusion and how such may be
challenged and changed.
Women's studies, cultural studies.
Cinematic Sociology is a one-of-a-kind resource that
helps students to view films sociologically while also
providing much needed pedagogy for teaching sociology
through film. In this engaging text the authors take
readers beyond watching movies and help them see
films sociologically while also developing critical thinking
and analytical skills that will be useful in college
coursework and beyond. The book's 15 essays from
expert scholars in sociology and cultural studies explore
the ways social life is presented - distorted, magnified, or
politicized - in popular film.
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We all experience parenthood, if not as parents, then
by way of having been parented or, in the face of
ubiquitous images of idyllic family life, in the longing
to be parents or to be parented. Thus, parenthood is
one of the most powerful social constructs. This
collection of essays gives evidence of the fact that
families have never been "real;" that family, like
gender or race, is not primarily based on biological
criteria, but, above all, has to be performed and is a
result of narratives. The relationship between these
narratives - their variations in Irish, English, German,
Mexican, and Chilean literature or film - and their
material confinement is at the core of the essays
gathered in this book. (Series: Cultural Studies /
Kulturwissenschaft / Estudios Culturales / Etudes
Culturelles - Vol. 40)

In the last decade, the topic of motherhood has
emerged as a distinct and established field of
scholarly inquiry. A cursory review of motherhood
research reveals that hundreds of scholarly articles
have been published on almost every motherhood
theme imaginable. The Encyclopedia of Motherhood
is a collection of approximately 700 articles in a three-
volume, A-to-Z set exploring major topics related to
motherhood, from geographical, historical and
cultural entries to anthropological and psychological
contributions. In human society, few institutions are
as important as motherhood, and this unique

encyclopedia captures the interdisciplinary
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foundation of the subject in one convenient
reference. The Encyclopedia is a comprehensive
resource designed to provide an understanding of
the complexities of motherhood for academic and
public libraries, and is written by academics and
Institutional experts in the social and behavioural
sciences.

What is food and why does it matter? Bringing
together the most innovative, cutting-edge
scholarship and debates, this reader provides an
excellent introduction to the rapidly growing
discipline of food studies. Covering a wide range of
theoretical perspectives and disciplinary approaches,
it challenges common ideas about food and
identifies emerging trends which will define the field
for years to come. A fantastic resource for both
teaching and learning, the book features: - a
comprehensive introduction to the text and to each
of the four parts, providing a clear, accessible
overview and ensuring a coherent thematic focus
throughout - 20 articles on topics that are
guaranteed to engage student interest, including
molecular gastronomy, lab-grown meat and other
futurist foods, microbiopolitics, healthism and
nutritionism, food safety, ethics, animal welfare, fair
trade, and much more - discussion questions and
suggestions for further reading which help readers to
think further about the issues raised, reinforcing

understanding and learning. Edited by Melissa L.
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Caldwell, one of the leaders in the field, Why Food
Matters is the essential textbook for courses in food
studies, anthropology of food, sociology, geography,
and related subjects.

Explores how Rich's work has influenced feminist
scholarship on motherhood.

Textual Mothers/Maternal Texts focuses on mothers
as subjects and as writers who produce
auto/biography, fiction, and poetry about maternity.
International contributors examine the mother
without child, with child, and in her multiple identities
as grandmother, mother, and daughter. The
collection examines how authors use textual spaces
to accept, negotiate, resist, or challenge traditional
conceptions of mothering and maternal roles, and
how these texts offer alternative practices and
visions for mothers. Further, it illuminates how
textual representations both reflect and help to
define or (re)shape the realities of women and
families by examining how mothering and being a
mother are political, personal, and creative
narratives unfolding within both the pages of a book
and the spaces of a life. The range of chapters maps
a shift from the daughter-centric stories that have
dominated the maternal tradition to the matrilineal
and matrifocal perspectives that have emerged over
the last few decades as the mother’s voice moved
from silence to speech. Contributors make aesthetic,

cultural, and political claims and critiques about
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mothering and motherhood, illuminating in new and
diverse ways how authors and the protagonists of
the texts “read” their own maternal identities as well
as the maternal scripts of their families, cultures, and
nations in their quest for self-knowledge, agency,
and artistic expression.

Mad Men, Women, and Children: Essays on Gender
and Generation, edited by Heather Marcovitch and
Nancy Batty, offers multiple perspectives on the
representation of women and children in the popular
AMC series, Mad Men. These essays explore the
rich historical and social context portrayed in the
series and connect the concerns and tumult of the
sixties to the contemporary moment.

Investigates oral history, life narratives, and Web
blogs to confront the core claims of postmaternal
thought and challenges dominant representations of
feminism as having forgotten motherhood.

Perhaps because of the wisdom received from our
Romantic forbears about the purity of the child,
depictions of children as monsters have held a
tremendous fascination for film audiences for
decades. Numerous social factors have influenced
the popularity and longevity of the monster-child
trope but its appeal is also rooted in the dual
concepts of the child-like (innocent, angelic) and the
childish (selfish, mischievous). This collection of
fresh essays discusses the representation of

monstrous children in popular cinema since the
Page 13/21



1950s, with a focus on the relationship between
monstrosity and “childness,” a term whose
implications the contributors explore.

'‘Motherhood and Popular Television' is designed to
introduce readers to key debates concerning the
representations of motherhood and the maternal role in
contemporary television programming.

The Mother-Blame Game is an interdisciplinary and
intersectional examination of the phenomenon of mother-
blame in the twenty-first century. As the socioeconomic
and cultural expectations of what constitutes “good
motherhood” grow continually narrow and exclusionary,
mothers are demonized and stigmatized—perhaps now
more than ever—for all that is perceived to go “wrong” in
their children’s lives. This anthology brings together
creative and scholarly contributions from feminist
academics and activists alike to provide a dynamic study
of the many varied ways in which mothers are blamed
and shamed for their maternal practice. Importantly, it
also considers how mothers resist these ideologies by
engaging in empowered and feminist mothering
practices, as well as by publicly challenging patriarchal
discourses of “good motherhood.”

Feminist scholars of motherhood distinguish between
mothering and motherhood, and argue that the latter is a
patriarchal institution that is oppressive to women. Few
scholars, however, have considered how mothering, as a
female defined and centred experience, may be a site of
empowerment for women. This collection is the first to do
so. Mother Outlaws examines how mothers imagine and

implement theories and practices of mothering that are
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empowering to women. Central to this inquiry is the
recognition that mothers and children benefit when the
mother lives her life, and practices mothering, from a
position of agency, authority, authenticity and autonomy.
This volume highlights the role of language ideologies in
the process of negotiation of identities and shows that in
different historical and social contexts different identities
may be negotiable or non-negotiable.

Mother MattersMotherhood as Discourse and Practice :
Essays from the Journal of the Association for Research
on MotheringFrom Happy Homemaker to Desperate
HousewivesMotherhood and Popular TelevisionAnthem
Press

"This collection addresses an important sphere of debate
about which everyone has an opinion and many have
experience but rarely has it been the topic of thoughtful
reflection and research. The conundrum of maternity in
the present globalizing post-industrial neo-liberal world
offers difficult dilemmas and often contradictory flows of
emotion, ethics, and economics which impact us all. This
volume goes some way to begin seriously addressing
these quandaries, appealing to a range of subject
positions and maternities."--

Theory on mothers, mothering and motherhood has
emerged as a distinct body of knowledge within
Motherhood Studies and Feminist Theory more
generally. This collection, The Second Edition of
Maternal Theory: Essential Readings introduces readers
to this rich and diverse tradition of maternal theory.
Composed of 60 chapters the 2nd edition includes two

sections: the first with the classic texts by Adrienne Rich,
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Nancy Chodorow, Sara Ruddick, Alice Walker, Barbara
Katz Rothman, bell hooks, Sharon Hays, Patricia Hill-
Collins, Audre Lorde, Daphne de Marneffe, Judith
Warner, Patrice diQinizio, Susan Maushart, and many
more. The second section includes thirty new chapters
on vital and new topics including Trans Parenting, Non-
Binary Parenting, Queer Mothering, Matricentric
Feminism, Normative Motherhood, Maternal Subijectivity,
Maternal Narratology, Maternal Ambivalence, Maternal
Regret, Monstrous Mothers, The Migrant Maternal,
Reproductive Justice, Feminist Mothering, Feminist
Fathering, Indigenous Mothering, The Digital Maternal,
The Opt-Out Revolution, Black Motherhoods,
Motherlines, The Motherhood Memaoir, Pandemic
Mothering, and many more. Maternal Theory is essential
reading for anyone interested in motherhood as
experience, ideology, and identity.

In Mothering by Degrees, Jillian Duquaine-Watson
shows how single mothers pursuing college degrees
must navigate a difficult course as they attempt to
reconcile their identities as single moms, college
students, and in many cases, employees. They also
negotiate a balance between what they think a good
mother should be, and what society is telling them, and
how that affects their choices to go to college, and
whether to stay in college or not. The first book length
study to focus on the lives and experiences of single
mothers who are college students, Mothering by
Degrees points out how these women are influenced by
dominant American ideologies of motherhood, and the

institutional parameters of the schools they attend, and
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argues for increased attention to the specific ways in
which the choices, challenges, and opportunities
available to mothers are shaped within their specific
environments, as well as the ways in which mothers help
shape those environments...

Interdisciplinary and intersectional in emphasis, the
Routledge Companion to Motherhood brings
together essays on current intellectual themes,
issues, and debates, while also creating a foundation
for future scholarship and study as the field of
Motherhood Studies continues to develop globally.
This Routledge Companion is the first extensive
collection on the wide-ranging topics, themes,
issues, and debates that ground the intellectual work
being done on motherhood. Global in scope and
including a range of disciplinary perspectives,
including anthropology, literature, communication
studies, sociology, women'’s and gender studies,
history, and economics, this volume introduces the
foundational topics and ideas in motherhood,
delineates the diversity and complexity of mothering,
and also stimulates dialogue among scholars and
students approaching from divergent backgrounds
and intellectual perspectives. This will become a
foundational text for academics in Women's and
Gender Studies and interdisciplinary researchers
interested in this important, complex and rapidly
growing topic. Scholars of psychology, sociology or

public policy, and activists in both university and
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workplace settings interested in motherhood and
mothering will find it an invaluable guide.

How did mothers transform from parents of
secondary importance in the colonies to having their
multiple and complex roles connected to the well-
being of the nation? In the first comprehensive
history of motherhood in the United States, Jodi
Vandenberg-Daves explores how tensions over the
maternal role have been part and parcel of the
development of American society. Modern
Motherhood travels through redefinitions of
motherhood over time, as mothers encountered a
growing cadre of medical and psychological experts,
increased their labor force participation, gained the
right to vote, agitated for more resources to perform
their maternal duties, and demonstrated their vast
resourcefulness in providing for and nurturing their
families. Navigating rigid gender role prescriptions
and a crescendo of mother-blame by the middle of
the twentieth century, mothers continued to innovate
new ways to combine labor force participation and
domestic responsibilities. By the 1960s, they were
poised to challenge male expertise, in areas ranging
from welfare and abortion rights to childbirth
practices and the confinement of women to maternal
roles. In the twenty-first century, Americans continue
to struggle with maternal contradictions, as we pit an
idealized role for mothers in children’s development

against the social and economic realities of
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privatized caregiving, a paltry public policy structure,
and mothers’ extensive employment outside the
home. Building on decades of scholarship and
spanning a wide range of topics, Vandenberg-Daves
tells an inclusive tale of African American, Native
American, Asian American, working class, rural, and
other hitherto ignored families, exploring sources
ranging from sermons, medical advice, diaries and
letters to the speeches of impassioned maternal
activists. Chapter topics include: inventing a new role
for mothers; contradictions of moral motherhood;
medicalizing the maternal body; science, expertise,
and advice to mothers; uplifting and controlling
mothers; modern reproduction; mothers’ resilience
and adaptation; the middle-class wife and mother;
mother power and mother angst; and mothers’
changing lives and continuous caregiving. While the
discussion has been part of all eras of American
history, the discussion of the meaning of modern
motherhood is far from over.

Presents a framework for understanding the ways in
which the salient identities of gender, class position,
race, sexuality, and other demographic
characteristics function simultaneously to produce
the outcomes we observe in the lives of individuals
as integral forces in the maintenance of family.
Reclaiming Home, Remembering Motherhood,
Rewriting History: African American and Afro-

Caribbean Women'’s Literature in the Twentieth
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Century offers a critical valuation of literature
composed by black female writers and examines
their projects of reclamation, rememory, and
revision. As a collection, it engages black women
writers’ efforts to create more inclusive
conceptualizations of community, gender, and
history, conceptualizations that take into account
alternate lived and written experiences as well as
imagined futures. Contributors to this collection
probe the realms of gender studies, postcolonialism,
and post-structural theory and suggest important
ways in which to explore connections between
home, motherhood, and history across the
multifarious narratives of African American and Afro-
Caribbean experiences. Together they argue that it
is through their female characters that black women
writers demonstrate the tumultuous processes of
deciphering home and homeland, of articulating the
complexities of mothering relationships, and of
locating their own personal history within local and
national narratives. Essays gathered in this
collection consider the works of African American
women writers (Pauline Hopkins, Toni Morrison,
Jessie Redmon Fauset, Audre Lorde, Lalita Tademy,
Lorene Cary, Octavia Butler, Zora Neale Hurston,
and Sherley Anne Williams) alongside the works of
black women writers from the Caribbean (Jamaica
Kincaid and Gisele Pineau), Guyana (Grace

Nichols), and Cuba (Maria de los Reyes Castillo
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