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Cities were crushed by the falling spacecraft—but one ship didn’t crash. It remained intact, and disgorged hordes of alien soldiers determined
to fight to the death. The abandoned vessels also contained a wealth of advanced technology. Led by David Levinson, the greatest minds of
our world developed deadly new hybrid weapons. Bases were built on the Moon, Mars, and beyond. A new generation of defenders had to be
trained, for the invaders would return. In the headlong rush to prepare, however, not everyone would survive…
"Adam Nicolson writes popular books as popular books used to be, a breeze rather than a scholarly sweat, but humanely erudite, elegantly
written, passionately felt...and his excitement is contagious."—James Wood, The New Yorker Adam Nicolson sees the Iliad and the Odyssey
as the foundation myths of Greek—and our—consciousness, collapsing the passage of 4,000 years and making the distant past of the
Mediterranean world as immediate to us as the events of our own time. Why Homer Matters is a magical journey of discovery across wide
stretches of the past, sewn together by the poems themselves and their metaphors of life and trouble. Homer's poems occupy, as Adam
Nicolson writes "a third space" in the way we relate to the past: not as memory, which lasts no more than three generations, nor as the
objective accounts of history, but as epic, invented after memory but before history, poetry which aims "to bind the wounds that time inflicts."
The Homeric poems are among the oldest stories we have, drawing on deep roots in the Eurasian steppes beyond the Black Sea, but
emerging at a time around 2000 B.C. when the people who would become the Greeks came south and both clashed and fused with the more
sophisticated inhabitants of the Eastern Mediterranean. The poems, which ask the eternal questions about the individual and the community,
honor and service, love and war, tell us how we became who we are.
"First published in the United States of America by Viking Penguin Inc. 1953"--title page verso.
From the New York Times bestselling author of The Physick Book of Deliverance Dane comes a chilling mystery?Prep meets The Crucible.
It's senior year at St. Joan's Academy, and school is a pressure cooker. College applications, the battle for valedictorian, deciphering boys'
texts: Through it all, Colleen Rowley and her friends are expected to keep it together. Until they can't. First it's the school's queen bee, Clara
Rutherford, who suddenly falls into uncontrollable tics in the middle of class. Her mystery illness quickly spreads to her closest clique of
friends, then more students and symptoms follow: seizures, hair loss, violent coughing fits. St. Joan's buzzes with rumor; rumor blossoms into
full-blown panic. Soon the media descends on Danvers, Massachusetts, as everyone scrambles to find something, or someone, to blame.
Pollution? Stress? Or are the girls faking? Only Colleen?who's been reading The Crucible for extra credit?comes to realize what nobody else
has: Danvers was once Salem Village, where another group of girls suffered from a similarly bizarre epidemic three centuries ago . . .
Inspired by true events?from seventeenth-century colonial life to the halls of a modern-day high school?Conversion casts a spell. With her
signature wit and passion, New York Times bestselling author Katherine Howe delivers an exciting and suspenseful novel, a chilling mystery
that raises the question, what's really happening to the girls at St. Joan's?
Named one of the Best Books of the Year by Kirkus Reviews and BookPage “Illuminates human fragility in tales both lyrical and soul-
wrenching.” —Danielle Ofri, New York Times Book Review In this “artful, unfailingly human, and understandable” (Boston Globe) account
inspired by his own experiences becoming a doctor, Terrence Holt puts readers on the front lines of the harrowing crucible of a medical
residency. A medical classic in the making, hailed by critics as capturing “the feelings of a young doctor’s three-year hospital residency . . .
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better than anything else I have ever read” (Susan Okie, Washington Post), Holt brings a writer’s touch and a doctor’s eye to nine
unforgettable stories where the intricacies of modern medicine confront the mysteries of the human spirit. Internal Medicine captures the
“stark moments of success and failure, pride and shame, courage and cowardice, self-reflection and obtuse blindness that mark the years of
clinical training” (Jerome Groopman, New York Review of Books), portraying not only a doctor’s struggle with sickness and suffering but also
the fears and frailties each of us—doctor and patient—bring to the bedside.
An Oxford professor of archaeology explores the unique history of magic—the oldest and most neglected strand of human
behavior and its resurgence today Three great strands of belief run through human history: Religion is the relationship
with one god or many gods, masters of our lives and destinies. Science distances us from the world, turning us into
observers and collectors of knowledge. And magic is direct human participation in the universe: we have influence on the
world around us, and the world has influence on us. Over the last few centuries, magic has developed a bad
reputation—thanks to the unsavory tactics of shady practitioners, and to a successful propaganda campaign on the part of
religion and science, which denigrated magic as backward, irrational, and "primitive." In Magic, however, the Oxford
professor of archaeology Chris Gosden restores magic to its essential place in the history of the world—revealing it to be
an enduring element of human behavior that plays an important role for individuals and cultures. From the curses and
charms of ancient Greek, Roman, and Jewish magic, to the shamanistic traditions of Eurasia, indigenous America, and
Africa; from the alchemy of the Renaissance to the condemnation of magic in the colonial period and the mysteries of
modern quantum physics—Gosden's startling, fun, and colorful history supplies a missing chapter of the story of our
civilization. Drawing on decades of research around the world—touching on the first known horoscope, a statue ordered
into exile, and the mystical power of tattoos—Gosden shows what magic can offer us today, and how we might use it to
rethink our relationship with the world. Magic is an original, singular, and sweeping work of scholarship, and its
revelations will leave a spell on the reader.
In this tale of New England witchery, it is ten years after the harrowing and tragic events of the Salem witch trials. Abigail
Williams—the lead accuser who sent twenty people to their doom as a young girl—now lives under an assumed name on
the outskirts of Boston, quietly striving to atone for her sins. When a handsome stranger arrives claiming to be a sailor in
need, Abigail takes him in, and long-dormant passions awaken within her. Love starts to grow between the two—an
unlikely flower cracking through salty earth. But their contentment is short-lived, for someone else is coming for Abigail,
someone who has been looking for her since she danced in the weird woods of Salem. The Devil is demanding Abigail's
soul, and a debt will be paid—but first, Abigail must make peace with the woman she most wronged…
Holt's most direct and radical challenge to the educational status quo and a clarion call to parents to save their children
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from schools of all kinds.
From American Grit co-star, former Marine Gunnery Sergeant Tee Marie Hanible comes the story of how she became a
warrior...and how you can do it, too. In The Warrior Code, entrepreneur, philanthropist, reality star, and retired Gunnery
Sergeant Tee Marie Hanible serves up eleven principles to awaken your inner badass and thrive in the face of adversity.
After surviving the death of her father, enduring foster care, and being expelled from school, Tee joined military reform
school, where she began uncovering her inner warrior. As part of one of the first female classes of recruits to complete
the Marine Corps Crucible and the Marine Combat Training, and as the only woman to deploy with her unit to Iraq in
2003, Tee tested her mettle and learned the key to becoming an unbreakable woman. With insightful honesty and
wisdom, and set against the backdrop of Tee’s life, The Warrior Code will help you understand that things can beat us
back from realizing our true potential...but the key is finding the way to realize one’s own innate strength.
In Robert Ward's The Crucible: Creating an American Musical Nationalism, Robert Paul Kolt explores the life of the
American composer Robert Ward through an examination of his most popular and enduring work, The Crucible. Focusing
on the musical-linguistic relationships within the opera, Kolt demonstrates Ward's unique synthesis of text and music, one
that lends itself to the perception of American musical nationalism. This book contains the most thorough and in-depth
biography of Ward yet in print. Based on interviews with the composer, Kolt presents new information about Ward's life
and career, focusing on his opera and examining the formation and construction of The Crucible's libretto and score, in
turn offering new insights into the process of composing an opera. Kolt observes how the libretto's linguistic aspects
helped Ward formulate the opera's melodic and rhythmic musical material. A detailed and unique analysis of the opera,
particularly the musical and linguistic techniques Ward employed, demonstrates how these techniques lend themselves
to the opera's reception as a work of American musical nationalism. The book also provides yet unpublished information
on Arthur Miller's play, examining how it came to be written and soon after became the basis for Ward's work. Several
appendixes provide a fuller picture, including a deleted scene from Miller's play and Ward's version of the scene, a
chronological overview of the Salem Witchcraft Trials, and illustrations and photo reproductions from Ward's manuscript.
The CruciblePenguin
An alphabetical listing of plays that have been banned throughout history with a short synopsis and reason for banning as well as
profiles of the playwrights and other resource material.
"Witches are gathering." When most people hear the word "witches," they think of horror films and Halloween, but to the nearly
one million Americans who practice Paganism today, it's a nature-worshipping, polytheistic, and very real religion. So Alex Mar
discovers when she sets out to film a documentary and finds herself drawn deep into the world of present-day witchcraft. Witches
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of America follows Mar on her immersive five-year trip into the occult, charting modern Paganism from its roots in 1950s England
to its current American mecca in the San Francisco Bay Area; from a gathering of more than a thousand witches in the Illinois
woods to the New Orleans branch of one of the world's most influential magical societies. Along the way she takes part in dozens
of rituals and becomes involved with a wild array of characters: a government employee who founds a California priesthood
dedicated to a Celtic goddess of war; American disciples of Aleister Crowley, whose elaborate ceremonies turn the Catholic mass
on its head; second-wave feminist Wiccans who practice a radical separatist witchcraft; a growing "mystery cult" whose initiates
trace their rites back to a blind shaman in rural Oregon. This sprawling magical community compels Mar to confront what she
believes is possible-or hopes might be. With keen intelligence and wit, Mar illuminates the world of witchcraft while grappling in
fresh and unexpected ways with the question underlying all faiths: Why do we choose to believe in anything at all? Whether
evangelical, Pagan priestess, or atheist, each of us craves a system of meaning to give structure to our lives. Sometimes we just
find it in unexpected places.
Crucible of a Generation tells the story of the fifteen days surrounding the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor through the pages of
eight leading American newspapers. Focusing on publications such as The New York Times and the Chicago Tribune, J. Kenneth
Brody paints a vivid picture of U.S. political culture and society at a pivotal moment in the nation's history. Brody considers the
papers in full, from headlines to "help wanted" ads, in a text richly illustrated with archival images, wartime posters, and editorial
cartoons. The book provides a compelling snapshot of the United States and the role of the media at a time of dramatic tension
and global change.
Integrating social history and civil rights movement studies, Fighting for Hope examines the ways in which political meaning and
identity were reflected in the aspirations of these black GIs and their role in transforming the face of America.
THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “I see my story as a suite of songs that have a magical connection.” Let Love Rule is a work of deep
reflection. Lenny Kravitz looks back at his life with candor, self-scrutiny, and humor. “My life is all about opposites,” he writes. “Black and
white. Jewish and Christian. The Jackson 5 and Led Zeppelin. I accepted my Gemini soul. I owned it. I adored it. Yins and yangs mingled in
various parts of my heart and mind, giving me balance and fueling my curiosity and comfort.” Let Love Rule covers a vast canvas stretching
from Manhattan’s Upper East Side, Brooklyn’s Bedford-Stuyvesant, Los Angeles’s Baldwin Hills and Beverly Hills, and finally to France,
England, and Germany. It’s the story of a wildly creative kid who, despite tough struggles at school and extreme tension at home, finds
salvation in music. We see him grow as a musician and ultimately become a master songwriter, producer, and performer. We also see
Lenny’s spiritual growth—and the powerful way in which spirit informs his music. The cast of characters surrounding Lenny is extraordinary:
his father, Sy, a high-powered news executive; his mother, Roxie Roker, a television star; and Lisa Bonet, the young actress who becomes
his muse. The central character, of course, is Lenny, who, despite his great aspirational energy, turns down record deal after record deal until
he finds his true voice. The creation of that voice, the same voice that is able to declare “Let Love Rule” to an international audience, is the
very heart of this story. “Whether recording, performing, or writing a book,” says Lenny, “my art is about listening to the inspiration inside and
then sharing it with people. Art must bring the world closer together.”
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American Literature in Transition, 1950–1960 explores the under-recognized complexity and variety of 1950s American literature by focalizing
discussions through a series of keywords and formats that encourage readers to draw fresh connections among literary form and concepts,
institutions, cultures, and social phenomena important to the decade. The first section draws attention to the relationship between literature
and cultural phenomena that were new to the 1950s. The second section demonstrates the range of subject positions important in the 1950s,
but still not visible in many accounts of the era. The third section explores key literary schools or movements associated with the decade, and
explains how and why they developed at this particular cultural moment. The final section focuses on specific forms or genres that grew to
special prominence during the 1950s. Taken together, the chapters in the four sections not only encourage us to rethink familiar texts and
figures in new lights, but they also propose new archives for future study of the decade.
In a multidisciplinary study, a noted psychiatrist draws on such diverse fields as neuoscience, economics, and evolutionary psychology to
address the basic question of how to find a more satisfying way to think and live, arguing that the key to satisfaction lies in the complexity and
challenge in one's life. Reprint.
"This rich and engaging book looks at instances of sanctified violence, the holy wars related to religion. It covers it all, from ancient to present
day, including examples of warfare among Sikhs, Hindus and Buddhists, as well as Christians, Jews and Muslims. It is a comprehensive and
readable overview that provides a lively introduction to the subject of holy war in its broadest sense—as ‘sanctified violence’ in the service of
a god or ideology. It is certain to be a useful companion in the classroom, and a boon to anyone fascinated by the dark attraction of religion
and violence." —Mark Juergensmeyer, University of California, Santa Barbara Contents: Introduction: What Is Holy War? Chapter 1: Holy
Wars in Mythic Time, Holy Wars as Metaphor, Holy Wars as Ritual Chapter 2: Holy Wars of Conquest in the Name of a Deity Chapter 3: Holy
Wars in Defense of the Sacred Chapter 4: Holy Wars in Anticipation of the Millennium Epilogue: Holy Wars Today and Tomorrow Also
included are a description of the Critical Themes in World History series, Preface, index, and suggestions for further reading.
The thrilling, long-awaited return of the #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Revenant In 1866, with the country barely recovered
from the Civil War, new war breaks out on the western frontier—a clash of cultures between the Native tribes who have lived on the land for
centuries and a young, ambitious nation. Colonel Henry Carrington arrives in Wyoming’s Powder River Valley to lead the US Army in
defending the opening of a new road for gold miners and settlers. Carrington intends to build a fort in the middle of critical hunting grounds,
the home of the Lakota. Red Cloud, one of the Lakota’s most respected chiefs, and Crazy Horse, a young but visionary warrior, understand
full well the implications of this invasion. For the Lakota, the stakes are their home, their culture, their lives. As fall bleeds into winter, Crazy
Horse leads a small war party that confronts Colonel Carrington’s soldiers with near constant attacks. Red Cloud, meanwhile, wants to build
the tribal alliances that he knows will be necessary to defeat the soldiers. Colonel Carrington seeks to hold together a US Army beset with
internal discord. Carrington’s officers are skeptical of their commander’s strategy, none more so than Lieutenant George Washington
Grummond, who longs to fight a foe he dismisses as inferior in all ways. The rank-and-file soldiers, meanwhile, are still divided by the residue
of civil war, and tempted to desertion by the nearby goldfields. Throughout this taut saga—based on real people and events—Michael Punke
brings the same immersive, vivid storytelling and historical insight that made his breakthrough debut so memorable. As Ridgeline builds to its
epic conclusion, it grapples with essential questions of conquest and justice that still echo today.
Presents the text of Alice Walker's story "Everyday Use"; contains background essays that provide insight into the story; and
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features a selection of critical response. Includes a chronology and an interview with the author.
Winner of the Barbara and David Zalaznick Book Prize in American History Winner of the Excellence in American History Book
Award Winner of the Fraunces Tavern Museum Book Award From the bestselling author of the Liberation Trilogy comes the
extraordinary first volume of his new trilogy about the American Revolution Rick Atkinson, author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning An
Army at Dawn and two other superb books about World War II, has long been admired for his deeply researched, stunningly vivid
narrative histories. Now he turns his attention to a new war, and in the initial volume of the Revolution Trilogy he recounts the first
twenty-one months of America’s violent war for independence. From the battles at Lexington and Concord in spring 1775 to those
at Trenton and Princeton in winter 1777, American militiamen and then the ragged Continental Army take on the world’s most
formidable fighting force. It is a gripping saga alive with astonishing characters: Henry Knox, the former bookseller with an
uncanny understanding of artillery; Nathanael Greene, the blue-eyed bumpkin who becomes a brilliant battle captain; Benjamin
Franklin, the self-made man who proves to be the wiliest of diplomats; George Washington, the commander in chief who learns
the difficult art of leadership when the war seems all but lost. The story is also told from the British perspective, making the mortal
conflict between the redcoats and the rebels all the more compelling. Full of riveting details and untold stories, The British Are
Coming is a tale of heroes and knaves, of sacrifice and blunder, of redemption and profound suffering. Rick Atkinson has given
stirring new life to the first act of our country’s creation drama.
A literary study guide that includes summaries and commentaries.
Covers the history to 1647.
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