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This book aims at contributing to the scientific and academic discourse as regards to the ‘what’ and ‘why’ of youth
ministry. Too often, youth ministry has been approached from a mainly practical point of view, almost asking how we
keep young people off the streets. Its methodology has often not included the theological and theoretical presuppositions
that lie behind this ministry. Previous scientific reflection has been determined by a one-dimensional and almost
exclusive point of view. In comparison with existing literature, this book does not focus so much on the ‘how’ of youth
ministry. It innovates a different approach. The book challenges the existing exclusive approach and develops an
inclusive, congregational and missional understanding of and approach to youth ministry. From a particular perspective
on the understanding the main objectives of Practical Theology, the author endorses the so-called movement of ‘what is
supposed to be going on’. He adds the outcome of an empirical round table discussion with some 16 leaders in this field
on the descriptive and interpretive movements within the subject field: what is going on and why is it going on? The book
will form the standard for any new research with regard to youth ministry. The book’s contribution lies on the level of
sound theological reasoning and argumentation (supported by many scholars) for an inclusive congregational
understanding of ministry as an integral part of every congregation being missional in being and doing. Youth, children,
adolescents and emerging adults, are just as integral a part of every congregation within which they live and serve.
You want to help -- a church member faces a terminal illness, good friends of yours just lost their child, a member of your
group is struggling with an addiction, the death of a child, divorce, addiction, terminal illness--but you feel unsure how to
help. Prepare yourself with practical ways to love others through their greatest challenges. People face difficult, painful
stuff in life--and they shouldn't struggle alone. But what do you say? How do you help? What if you make things worse?
This rapid-response handbook gives you and your small group the confidence to share God's love and comfort with
hurting friends. You will be prepared to respond with 12 chapters focused on twelve emergencies that people you care for
may encounter. Each chapter includes: Real Life Narrative -Learn from someone who has been there Care and
Counseling Tips -Practical ideas to personally reach out in love Tips for your entire small group -Great ways your group
can offer support What to say and What not to say -Positive encouragement to help the hurting, and advice on what not
to say You'll also find Scripture connections, guidelines for referring your friend to a professional counselor, additional
resources, and ways your group can stand by your friend in need.
What is the way forward for the church? Tragically, in recent years, Christians have gotten used to revelations of abuses
of many kinds in our most respected churches—from Willow Creek to Harvest, from Southern Baptist pastors to Sovereign
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Grace churches. Respected author and theologian Scot McKnight and former Willow Creek member Laura Barringer
wrote this book to paint a pathway forward for the church. We need a better way. The sad truth is that churches of all
shapes and sizes are susceptible to abuses of power, sexual abuse, and spiritual abuse. Abuses occur most frequently
when Christians neglect to create a culture that resists abuse and promotes healing, safety, and spiritual growth. How do
we keep these devastating events from repeating themselves? We need a map to get us from where we are today to
where we ought to be as the body of Christ. That map is in a mysterious and beautiful little Hebrew word in Scripture that
we translate “good,” the word tov. In this book, McKnight and Barringer explore the concept of tov—unpacking its
richness and how it can help Christians and churches rise up to fulfill their true calling as imitators of Jesus.
"Scripture calls parents to train their children in the faith and to nurture their children's souls. Yet few parents actively
engage in their children's spiritual development. How can churches best equip families to engage in their divine calling to
disciple their children? Family ministry expert Dr. Timothy Paul Jones guides church leaders to develop a ministry system
that equips parents to be the primary faith-trainers in their children's lives, moving beyond mere programming into a
deeper spiritual life at home, within the church, and beyond. This resource is for leaders in the trenches--those who: see
parents disengaging from their children's spiritual development; see too many students leave for college and drop out of
church; have heard of 'family ministry,' and just want to know more; or are frustrated with programmed ministries that fail
to produce results. Based on solid research, this field guide unpacks how real-life churches can narrow the gap between
present reality and the biblical ideal of faith-nurturing families" -- Publisher description.
Help youth understand the meaning of Christian prayer. Introduce them to traditional and devotional prayers of the
Church, as well as to contemporary styles and methods. Assist youth in developing the habit of daily prayer. This all-inone resource for prayer forms was specially written for teens, in the PRAY IT! STUDY IT! LIVE IT!® model, like The
Catholic Youth Bible® and The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth. It is the most expansive prayer book for teens. But
The Catholic Youth Prayer Book does more than teach about prayer. It helps teens become prayerful people. Here's
what's new! An easy-to-use index and improved navigational features have been added to enable young people to find
prayers quickly and easily Many additional prayers have been added to address any situation young people may
encounter in their day-to-day lives. Additional chapters were added that include prayers that can be used for special
occasions such as Confirmation preparation and celebration, and prayers to open or close meetings
Gospel-Centered Youth MinistryA Practical GuideCrossway
Reaching Out to Unchurched TeenagersFive facts about the unchurched:1. They believe all religions have value.2. They are spiritual, not
religious.3. They don’t know what Christianity really is.4. They don’t know what they believe.5. They are looking for something that works.If
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you want to make an impact on this generation, these are five basic rules you must understand. Author Jonathan McKee writes that by taking
the time to learn students’ unique situations you show you care about them as people, not as mission projects.Informative and full of real-life
examples, Do They Run When They See You Coming? provides vital information you need to better understand students outside your youth
group. Yet this book isn’t a sociological or marketing survey; the tangible guidelines and methods inside help you get into the mind of
unchurched students––so you can get to know their hearts. Because, as every youth worker knows, real ministry is always about getting to
the heart.
Youth ministry can be tough. Life in Student Ministry can help. Packed full of practical 'how to' advice on everything from starting a youth
group, to recruiting volunteers, setting boundaries, and reducing stress, this book is a unique collection of many voices and viewpoints all
speaking to encourage, challenge, and equip youth leaders to succeed.
The Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the Catechism, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, has found this catechetical text,
copyright 2008, to be in conformity with the Catechism of the Catholic Church.The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth, Second Edition is an
understandable and down-to-earth guide to all things Catholic. This book is an eye-opener and a page-turner, whether you are brushing up
on specific Catholic terms and concepts or learning them for the first time. The second edition contains everything that people loved about the
first edition, including structure of the book to parallel the Catechism of the Catholic Church. There are 37 content-rich chapters divided into 4
parts on creed, liturgy and sacraments, morality, and Christian prayer, full-color photos that illustrate the books content and range from saints
photos, early and contemporary art, photos of modern day symbols of living the Catholic faith, Did You Know? sidebars, Live It! sidebars,
Looking Back sidebars, Saintly Profiles sidebars, Glossary, Patron Saints List, summary of Catholic beliefs, timeline of Catholic historical
events, index of key words and terms. New in the second edition! over 50 new "For Further Reflection" questions, an illustrated guide to
Catholic signs and symbols, an index of questions frequently asked by teens that directs readers to the pages where they can explore
answers, updated statistics, items helpful for the preparation of Confirmation, including an overview of the rite of Confirmation, the
consecratory prayer used in the rite of Confirmation, the consecratory prayer used in the blessing of chrism, the timeline has been expanded
from 4 to 6 pages to make it easier to read.
Youth pastors often burn out, bail out, and are pushed out of ministry. In this book, you'll be given practical insights and action steps to help
you build fences against failure.
If your foundation is faulty, how will you stand? We live in a “feel-good” culture. Somehow in a world where emotions were meant to enhance
our lives we’ve allowed them to dominate. What’s more, we’re told that if we don’t follow our feelings we’re not being authentic. It is no
wonder that this attitude follows us into our churches. As a result, when problems arise or good things don't happen as we expect, we
question our faith, wondering why God doesn’t care. Resilient explores the watered-down, feel-good ways the Christian faith is often
presented that result in a shaky foundation. Sharing the real-life struggle he experienced when his oldest daughter, Hannah, almost died
during a plane crash that claimed the lives of four of her friends, Ron Luce shows you how to: · Train yourself for endurance rather than just
strength · Build your confidence in God when you don’t understand · Develop a resilient faith that will get you through the good and the bad
What is youth ministry actually for? And does it have a future? Andrew Root, a leading scholar in youth ministry and practical theology, went
on a one-year journey to answer these questions. In this book, Root weaves together an innovative first-person fictional narrative to diagnose
the challenges facing the church today and to offer a new vision for youth ministry in the 21st century. Informed by interviews that Root
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conducted with parents, this book explores how parents' perspectives of what constitutes a good life are affecting youth ministry. In today's
culture, youth ministry can't compete with sports, test prep, and the myriad other activities in which young people participate. Through a
unique parable-style story, Root offers a new way to think about the purpose of youth ministry: not happiness, but joy. Joy is a sense of
experiencing the good. For youth ministry to be about joy, it must move beyond the youth group model and rework the assumptions of how
identity and happiness are imagined by parents in American society.
The goal of youth ministry is “real” transformation. But “polite” youth ministry—when teenagers show up, say nice things to each other, yet
never get real with one another—is not how transformational discipleship happens. Authors Tighe and Thomas believe leading young people
into an intimate, abiding relationship with Jesus is the most important investment small-group leaders can make in life. And they truly believe
that anyone who cares for teenagers can do it! Real ministry happens when volunteers/small-group leaders are equipped and empowered to
reach and develop relationships that make a difference in the lives of the teenagers. But so many don’t feel like they really know how. SmallGroup Leader’s Quick Guide to (Almost) Everything gives your volunteers the practical training they need in the bite-size format they’ll
appreciate. This book is like a satisfying “protein bar” for youth ministry volunteers. It’s made for busy people who want to make a big
difference in the lives of teenagers. Here’s some of what you’ll find packed into this quick guide: • Why relationships are EVERYTHING in
youth ministry, and how to pour fuel on that fire • How to “decode” teenagers’ behavior in the moment and respond in a meaningful way •
Why experiencing a relationship with Jesus matters more than just knowing facts • How to help hurting teenagers • How to set healthy
boundaries for you and the teenagers • And so much more! If you’re a volunteer youth worker who cares for teenagers, you don’t have to be
“cool” or wear skinny jeans or have a theological degree. You just need to have a desire to be present in the lives of students and feel
equipped to respond. This book helps you do that...
OUR DEAR YOUNG MEN AND YOUNG WOMEN, we have great confidence in you. You are beloved sons and daughters of God and He is
mindful of you. You have come to earth at a time of great opportunities and also of great challenges. The standards in this booklet will help
you with the important choices you are making now and will yet make in the future. We promise that as you keep the covenants you have
made and these standards, you will be blessed with the companionship of the Holy Ghost, your faith and testimony will grow stronger, and
you will enjoy increasing happiness.
Now Available! School Edition Components Teacher Guides Student Activity Workbook Testbook Ask yourSales Consultant for details!
"Come with me," (Matthew 4:19). Jesus said this to his first disciples, and it is still his message to us today. Following Jesus is at the heart of
being Catholic. Even though following Jesus isn't always easy, it's the most fulfilling and meaningful way to live life. Whether middle schoolers
encounter this book as part of the Catholic Connections program in faith formation or pick it up out of curiosity, The Catholic Connections
Handbook for Middle Schoolers offers great guidance and aims to help young teens learn about all the central aspects of the Catholic faith,
including God, revelation, faith, Jesus the Christ, the Holy Spirit, the Church, liturgy and sacraments, Christian morality and justice, and
prayer. The book contains many special features and sidebars, including Live It!: suggestions for putting faith into action Pray It!: short,
inspiring prayers Did You Know?: additional information about selected topics Fun Facts: brief notes designed to inform and amuse
Illustrations: 22 4-color illustrations of people of faith People of Faith: profiles of inspiring, faith-filled people Think About It!: questions to
ponder or discuss with friends and family Liturgy Connections: articles that show the relationship between Catholic beliefs and worship
Looking Back: insights from history PLUSA collection of prayers A glossary of key words A handy, brief summary of Catholic beliefs and
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practices The Catholic Connections Handbook for Middle Schoolers is a great tool for study, but it is more than that. It offers excellent
guidance for praying and living the Catholic faith. The Subcommittee on the Catechism (formerly the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use
of the Catechism), United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, has found this catechetical text, copyright 2009, to be in conformity with the
Catechism of the Catholic Church.
Teens face difficult, painful stuff in life--and they shouldn't struggle alone. But what do you say? How do you help? What if you make things
worse? This rapid-response handbook gives you and your youth group the confidence to share God's love and comfort with hurting friends.
You will be prepared to respond with 12 chapters focused on twelve emergencies that the teens you care for may encounter Topics include:
Grief Depression Suicide Addictions Divorce Abuse Crisis Pregnancy Academic Problems Family Conflict Stress and Anxiety Destructive
Behavior Gender Identity and Sexual Choices Each chapter includes: Real Life Narrative - Learn from someone who has been there Care
and Counseling Tips - Practical ideas to personally reach out in love Tips for your entire youth group - Great ways your group can offer
support What to say and what not to say - Positive encouragement to help the hurting and advice on what not to say You'll also find Scripture
connections, guidelines for referring your friend to a professional counselor, additional resources, and ways your group can stand by your
friend in need.
Have you tried all the new youth programs? Have you planned one too many wacky activities? Are you frustrated about the size of the youth
group? Here's an approach to ministry that takes youth work seriously. Family-based youth ministry is about adults discipling teens one-onone and in groups. It is about involving not just the nuclear family but the whole church family--from singles to older adults. More important,
it's about incorporating youth into the life of your church. So stop worrying about the size of your youth group or your budget. Mark DeVries's
refreshing approach to youth ministry will show you how your church can reach today's teens and how you can keep them involved in the life
of the church. Whether you are a parent, a youth pastor or a church member who cares about teens, you will find in this book an entirely
different approach to youth ministry that will build mature Christian believers.
You're looking for a youth pastor. Again. What goes wrong? Why do youth ministries crumble? And what is the cost to students, parents,
volunteers and church staff? Is a sustainable youth ministry possible, even after a youth pastor leaves? Youth ministry expert Mark DeVries
knows the answer is yes, because he helps build sustainable youth ministries through his coaching service called Youth Ministry Architects.
So take heart; No matter what state the youth ministry at your church is in-in need of a leader and volunteers, full of battles and stress, large
or small in number-it can be built to survive and to last for the long haul. Based on his own experience and on his many conversations and
interviews with churches in crisis, DeVries pinpoints problems that cause division and burnout and dispels strongly held myths. He then
provides the practical tools and structures pastors and church leaders need to lay a strong foundation for your ministry so that it isn't built on
a person or the latest, greatest student ministry trend. His accessible guidance helps senior pastors and search committees create a realistic
job description for a youth pastor provides tips for making wise hiring decisions equips youth pastors to build a strong volunteer team offers
creative solutions to help youth pastors set and keep boundaries gives a road map for navigating church politics and more Building a
sustainable youth ministry is not easy, and it's not quick. But with commitment to the process, hard work and DeVries's guidance, you can put
together a healthy youth ministry-one that fits your church and lasts for the long haul. Youth ministry can last. Here's how.

The field of youth ministry is often driven by fads and trends as leaders attempt to reach students by chasing the ever-changing
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tides of teenage culture. This short-sighted, though often sincere, approach not only produces superficial and misguided disciples,
it leaves youth leaders and parents drained and disappointed by the lack of authentic spiritual transformation despite their heartfelt
and painstaking efforts. Student Ministry by the Book addresses these and other common missteps by providing a concise, yet
thorough, Biblical philosophy and practical guide for youth ministry. By establishing a spiritual perspective of a student’s identity
and exploring the Scriptural precedent for student ministry, the authors refute the culture’s view of teenagers that often sabotages
the church’s approach to discipling them. In addition, this book provides youth leaders and parents with an accessible resource
full of useful insights to reach the families of teens, build relationships with students, integrate them within the church, and recruit
workers as effective partners in ministry. It also offers helpful direction in leading youth in the process of spiritual formation and
grounding them in the foundational truths of the faith. Student pastors, youth leaders, and parents of teens will all benefit from this
thoroughly biblical and practical approach designed as a handbook for starting, strengthening, and sustaining a youth ministry in
the local church.
There are many philosophies and strategies that drive today's youth ministry. To most people, they are variations on a single goal:
to make faithful disciples of young people. However, digging deeper into various programs, books, and concepts reveals
substantive differences among approaches. Bestselling author Chap Clark is one of the leading voices in youth ministry today. In
this multiview work, he brings together a diverse group of leaders to present major views on youth ministry. Chapters are written in
essay/response fashion by Fernando Arzola, Greg Stier, Ron Hunter, Brian Cosby, and Chap Clark. As the contributors present
their views and respond to each of the other views, they discuss their task and calling, giving readers the resources they need to
develop their own approach to youth ministry. Offering a model of critical thinking and respectful dialogue, this volume provides a
balanced, irenic approach to a topic with which every church wrestles.
Engaging a New Generation critically examines our commonly held assumptions as well as our often-used models and
methodologies initially developed to reach late Baby Boomer and Generation X teens. It then introduces you to the core
characteristics of the Millennial Generation teens and the pastoral implications, where the operational and ministerial borders are
expanding far beyond traditional youth ministry. "This text fills a great need." -- Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas, Bishop of Tucson "If you
want to help young people develop a vibrant, life-transforming faith, read this book!" -- John Roberto, LifelongFaith Associates
"Engaging a New Generation is as much about vibrant parish faith as it is about our young people." -- Bishop Timothy Doherty,
Lafayette, Indiana "A modern manifesto for reaching young people today." -- Jim Beckman, Director of Youth Evangelization and
Leadership, Augustine Institute "Frank Mercadante's passion for the young Church and his commitment to a comprehensive
approach to pastoral ministry is evident on every page." -- Bob McCarty, D.Min., Executive Director, National Federation for
Catholic Youth Ministry "This book comes from deep inside the field of youth ministry. It is theological, sociological, practical,
pastoral, and scriptural." -- Dr. Mike Carotta, author, national consultant "This book is the most significant resource I have read, not
only for youth ministry but for parish ministry, in the last ten years." --Peter Denio, Standards for Excellence Coordinator, The
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National Leadership Roundtable on Church Management "Frank Mercadante is in it to win it for today's teens." -- Randy Raus, Life
Teen President/CEO "Masterfully and succinctly outlines some of the big shifts that have taken place within culture and the
Church." -- Mike Patin, International Catholic Speaker and "Faith Horticulturist" "Whoever wants the next generation of Catholic
youth the most will get them. Let Frank Mercadante show you how!" -- Matthew Kelly, New York Times bestselling author of
Rediscover Catholicism and founder of Dynamiccatholic.com "We as a Church often hope to reach today's young people with
yesterday's approach - and then wonder why they don't respond. This book is a must read." -- Bob Rice, Speaker, Author,
Musician, and Professor of Catechetics at Franciscan University of Steubenville "Clearly identifies these cultural shifts and shares
important current research on youth and families." -- Jeffrey Kaster, Ed.D, Saint John's University School of Theology and
Seminary, Collegeville
Youth Ministry Forms 101 is a resource book for those involved in youth/student ministry that need help with using forms properly,
as well as examples of forms that can be used in their ministry. This book will help you get organized and get the risk management
of your ministry under control. Topics include types of forms, using forms properly, the purpose of forms, as well as over 20
sample forms for you to use in your ministry.
Not long ago, veteran Youth Minister Everett Fritz counted the number of his former Youth Group members who were still
practicing the Faith. The result? Almost all of themhad left the Faith! Fritz learned that otherparishes reported similar staggering
losses, pointing to a grim truth: today’s Youth Ministries simply do not form young people into lifelong disciples of Jesus Christ.
Not satisfied with these dismal results, Fritz devised a different way of forming young people in the Faith. It’s an approach that can
truly transform the spiritual lives of young people by applying the same one-to-one personal method that Jesus Himself used to
form his twelve original disciples . . . only one of whom was lost! Fritz has worked with countless parishes, helping them make the
shift to a small-group discipleship structure. You’ll learn to avoid the many pitfalls and common mistakes parishes make, as well
as ways you can easily build the volunteer base needed for a successful transition. He will help you create a comfortable
environment that leads young people into self-reflection, as well as the critical role parents and the parish community play in youth
formation. Finally, Fritz shares various resources that can help you accomplish your goal. But he warns: you’re not running a
program that has been pre-developed. Relationships and mentoring make disciples; programs do not. If you’re troubled by the
number of young people in your parish who leave the Faith year after year, then open these illuminating pages and learn the art of
forming young disciples.
This volume provides all who minister to young people with an effective blueprint for building a truly meaningful ministry
Youth ministry is an essential part of most evangelical churches. And yet, there is a surprising lack of resources written specifically for youth
workers focused on viewing all aspects of youth ministry through a gospel-focused lens. Featuring contributions from a host of experienced
youth workers from a wide variety of churches, this how-to manual offers guidance related to every facet of youth ministry, from planning
short-term mission trips to working with parents. Theologically rooted yet eminently practical, this handbook will equip youth leaders to
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effectively shepherd the young people under their care—training them to live faithfully in their homes, churches, and schools.
This teaching activities manual works with both the first and second edition of The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth The Teaching Activities
Manual for "The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth" is designed not as a curriculum but as a collection of activities to help teachers make
their current curriculum more meaningful and effective. Each chapter coincides with a chapter in The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth and
includes several activities that address the chapter's themes. Themes include: the Creed liturgy and sacraments Christian morality Christian
prayer Two appendices help teachers use the The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth with their class. "Additional Resources" lists books,
movies, and songs to use in class. "Prayer Experiences" is a collection of ten prayer services on themes present in theThe Catholic Faith
Handbook for Youth. The prayer services require minimal supplies and are designed to take 10 to 20 minutes.
Since forever altering the course of the youth ministry world with his best-selling, groundbreaking book, Purpose-Driven® Youth Ministry,
Doug Fields’ mind—but especially his heart—has been focused on the many unique needs of new youth workers.Doug translated his passion,
insight, and vision for his beloved “rookies” into what you’re now reading, Your Fist Two Years in Youth Ministry—hands-down the most
comprehensive companion to not only surviving, but also thriving, during the most crucial phase of youth ministry. Employing his renowned
wisdom and humor—as if you and Doug were chatting over a long, relaxing meal—the author disarmingly relates stories and principles from his
own successes and failures over 20-plus years in youth ministry. In the end, he offers treasure troves of practical advice, all in the hope that
new youth workers can travel a smoother path and achieve real longevity in a church culture that all too often chews them and spits them
out.Doug covers all-important issues such as:· Dealing with discouragement· Establishing a solid spiritual foundation· Building effective
relationships with students· Resolving conflict· Ministering to parents and families· Trailblazing change· Working with volunteers· Defining a
realistic job description· And many others!In addition, a chorus of insightful sidebar voices joins your conversation with Doug, among them
ministry veterans Jim Burns, Steve Gerali, Mike Yaconelli, Helen Musick, Chap Clark, Marv Penner, Rick Warren, Jana L. Sundene, Bo
Boshers, Duffy Robbins, Tony Campolo, and Richard Ross, all who’ve composed extensive, topical essays for each of the dozen
chapters.Your First Two Years of Youth Ministry is a must-have tool for new youth workers, volunteers, seminary professors and students,
senior pastors, elders, church boards—even veteran youth workers who’ve been ministering in unstructured environments and are now
asking, “What did I miss? What can I still learn?”The first two years of youth ministry are never easy. But never fear. Doug fervently assures
us: “Hang on. Hope’s coming!”
Drawing on the wisdom of insightful leaders around the country, "Josh McDowell's Youth Ministry Handbook" equips youth workers to help
teens connect with God, their parents, peers and a world in need of Christ. Featuring articles from Dawson McAllister, Tony Campolo, Barry
St. Clair and others, this invaluable leadership resource provides practical, useful ideas for today's youth workers.
This book provides more than eighty activities youth workers can use to help students connect.
Simple Student Ministry fine tunes the proven methods of #1 best seller Simple Church for the unique field of youth discipleship.Coauthor Eric
Geiger, who contributed to the latter, takes a step forward here, neatly unpacking the key ideas of Clarity, Movement, Alignment, and Focus
that will transform any over-stimulated youth program into a simpler, more results-oriented spiritual development process. Fun is still allowed,
by all means, but the ultimate emphasis on maturing faith is simply essential. The anecdotal comparisons are current and on-target
(Starbucks’ well-publicized decision to retrain baristas in coffee making introduces the idea that youth leaders might also be wise to revisit
the gospel essence of their ministry). And case study data gleaned from small to mega churches and parachurch ministries will give every
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youth leader a relatable reference point from which to begin the successful metamorphosis to Simple.
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