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Now in its 30th printing, this classic presents
historical, archaeological, and anthropological
evidence to support the theory that ancient Egypt
was a black civilization.
Gods and Heroes is the first volume of the
Itan—Legends of the Golden Age trilogy about the
thousand-year story of the Yoruba people. It starts
with the establishment of Ile-Ife by Oduduwa and the
great sacrifice of the heroine Moremi. The ancient
gods of Yorubaland, Obatala, Orunmila, Ogun, and
Olokun all play their part, as well as the great heroes
and heroines of antiquity—Oranmiyan, Sango, Oya,
Oba Esigie of Benin, and Obanta of Ijebuland. The
author uses the genre of the historical novel in a
refreshing and imaginative fashion to present the
whole tableau of Yoruba history. The result is a vast
and rich panorama enlivened with traditional myths
and legends seen through the eyes of a single
Yoruba family and the Old Woman, the fabled
storyteller.
This book is an in-depth, comparative study of two of
the most popular and influential intellectual and
spiritual traditions of West Africa: Tijani Sufism and
Ifa. Employing a unique methodological approach
that thinks with and from—rather than merely
about—these traditions, Oludamini Ogunnaike argues
that they contain sophisticated epistemologies that
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provide practitioners with a comprehensive
worldview and a way of crafting a meaningful life.
Using theories belonging to the traditions themselves
as well as contemporary oral and textual sources,
Ogunnaike examines how both Sufism and Ifa
answer the questions of what knowledge is, how it is
acquired, and how it is verified. Or, more simply:
What do you know? How did you come to know it?
How do you know that you know? After analyzing Ifa
and Sufism separately and on their own terms, the
book compares them to each other and to certain
features of academic theories of knowledge. By
analyzing Sufism from the perspective of Ifa, Ifa from
the perspective of Sufism, and the contemporary
academy from the perspective of both, this book
invites scholars to inhabit these seemingly “foreign”
intellectual traditions as valid and viable perspectives
on knowledge, metaphysics, psychology, and ritual
practice. Unprecedented and innovative, Deep
Knowledge makes a significant contribution to crosscultural philosophy, African philosophy, religious
studies, and Islamic studies. Its singular approach
advances our understanding of the philosophical
bases underlying these two African traditions and
lays the groundwork for future study.
Herskovits's heritage -- Creolization and
connaissance -- Notes from Ekitiland -- The blood of
mothers -- Ethnogenesis from within -- Afterword:
beyond the mirror of narcissus
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Zelie Adebola remembers when the soil of Or sha
hummed with magic. Burners ignited flames, Tiders
beckoned waves, and Zelie s Reaper mother
summoned forth souls. But everything changed the
night magic disappeared. Under the orders of a
ruthless king, maji were killed, leaving Zelie without a
mother and her people without hope.
These new essays explore the ways in which
contemporary dramatists have retold or otherwise
made use of myths, fairy tales and legends from a
variety of cultures, including Greek, West African,
North American, Japanese, and various parts of
Europe. The dramatists discussed range from wellestablished playwrights such as Tony Kushner, Caryl
Churchill, and Timberlake Wertenbaker to new
theatrical stars such as Sarah Ruhl and Tarell Alvin
McCraney. The book contributes to the current
discussion of adaptation theory by examining the
different ways, and for what purposes, plays revise
mythic stories and characters. The essays contribute
to studies of literary uses of myth by focusing on how
recent dramatists have used myths, fairy tales and
legends to address contemporary concerns,
especially changing representations of women and
the politics of gender relations but also topics such
as damage to the environment and political violence.
Elesin Oba, the King's Horseman, has a single
destiny. When the King dies, he must commit ritual
suicide and lead his King's favourite horse and dog
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through the passage to the world of the ancestors. A
British Colonial Officer, Pilkings, intervenes to
prevent the death and arrests Elesin. The play is a
set text for NEAB GCSE, NEAB A Level and NEAB
A/S Level. 'A masterpiece of 20th century drama' Guardian "A transfixing work of modern world
drama" (Independent); "clearly a masterpiece. . . he
achieves the full impact of Greek tragedy" (Irving
Wardle, Independent on Sunday); "the action of the
play is as inevitable and eloquent as in Antigone: a
clash of values and cultures so fundamental that
tragedy issues: a tragedy for each individual, each
tribe" (Michael Schmidt, Daily Telegraph)
A noted historian of religion traces manifestations of
the sacred from primitive to modern times, in terms
of space, time, nature and the cosmos, and life itself.
Index. Translated by Willard Trask.
The idea of "The Green Book" is to give the Motorist
and Tourist a Guide not only of the Hotels and
Tourist Homes in all of the large cities, but other
classifications that will be found useful wherever he
may be. Also facts and information that the Negro
Motorist can use and depend upon. There are
thousands of places that the public doesn't know
about and aren't listed. Perhaps you know of some?
If so send in their names and addresses and the kind
of business, so that we might pass it along to the
rest of your fellow Motorists. You will find it handy on
your travels, whether at home or in some other state,
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and is up to date. Each year we are compiling new
lists as some of these places move, or go out of
business and new business places are started giving
added employment to members of our race.
Jessamy Harrison is eight years old. Sensitive,
whimsical, possessed of a powerful imagination, she
spends hours writing, reading or simply hiding in the
dark warmth of the airing cupboard. As the half-andhalf child of an English father and a Nigerian mother,
Jess just can't shake off the feeling of being alone
wherever she goes, and other kids are wary of her
terrified fits of screaming. When she is taken to her
mother's family compound in Nigeria, she
encounters Titiola, a ragged little girl her own age. It
seems that at last Jess has found someone who will
understand her. TillyTilly knows secrets both big and
small. But as she shows Jess just how easy it is to
hurt those around her, Jess begins to realise that
she doesn't know who TillyTilly is at all.
Retold Afro-American folktales of animals, fantasy,
the supernatural, and desire for freedom, born of the
sorrow of the slaves, but passed on in hope.
This remarkable study explores the use of the visual
and performing arts to promote nonviolence and
social harmony in sub-Saharan Africa. It focuses on
Gelede, a popular community festival of
masquerade, dance, and song, held several times a
year by the Yoruba of Southwestern Nigeria and the
Republic of Benin. Babatunde Lawal, an art historian
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and African scholar who has taught in Nigeria, Brazil,
and the United States, is himself a Yoruba and has
taken an active part in Gelede. He writes from the
perspective of an informed participant/observer of
his own culture. Lawal bases his book on extensive
field research--observations and
interviews--conducted over more than two decades
as well as on numerous published and unpublished
scholarly sources. He casts significant new light on
many previously obscure aspects of Gelede, and he
demonstrates a useful methodological approach to
the study of non-Western art. The book
systematically covers the major aspects of the
Gelede spectacle, presenting its cultural background
and historical origins as preface to a vivid and
detailed description of an actual performance. This is
followed by a discussion of the iconography and
aesthetics of costume, and an examination of the
sculpted images on the masks. The book concludes
with a discussion of the moral and aesthetic
philosophy of Gelede and its responsiveness to
technological and social change. The Gelede
Spectacle is illustrated in color and black-and-white
with over 100 field and museum photographs,
including a rare sequence on the dressing of a
masquerader. It offers, in addition, more than 60
Gelede song texts, proverbs, and divination verses,
each in the original Yoruba as well as in translation.
Lawal's interpretations of these pieces indicate the
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rich complexities of metaphor and analogy inherent
in the Yoruba language and art.
The myths of the Aztec and Maya derive from a
shared Mesoamerican cultural tradition. This is very
much a living tradition, and many of the motifs and
gods mentioned in early sources are still evoked in
the lore of contemporary Mexico and Guatemala.
Professor Taube discusses the different sources for
Aztec and Maya myths. The Aztec empire began
less than 200 years before the Spanish conquest,
and our knowledge of their mythology derives
primarily from native colonial documents and
manuscripts commissioned by the Spanish. The
Maya mythology is far older, and our knowledge of it
comes mainly from native manuscripts of the Classic
period, over 600 years before the Spanish conquest.
Drawing on these sources as well as nineteenth- and
twentieth-century excavations and research,
including the interpretation of the codices and the
decipherment of Maya hieroglyphic writing, the
author discusses, among other things, the Popol Vuh
myths of the Maya, the flood myth of Northern
Yucatan, and the Aztec creation myths.
An introduction to the spiritual source of the beliefs
and practices that have so profoundly shaped
African American religious traditions. Most of the
Africans who were enslaved and brought to the
Americas were from the Yoruba nation of West
Africa, an ancient and vast civilization. In the
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diaspora caused by the slave trade, the guiding
concepts of the Yoruba spiritual tradition took root in
Haiti, Puerto Rico, Cuba, Brazil, and the United
States. In this accessible introduction, Baba Ifa
Karade provides an overview of the Yoruba tradition
and its influence in the West. He describes the
sixteen Orisha, or spirit gods, and shows us how to
work with divination, use the energy centers of the
body to internalize the teachings of Yoruba, and
create a sacred place of worship. The book also
includes prayers, dances, songs, offerings, and
sacrifices to honor the Orisha.
World Mythology is a compilation of over 50 great myths and
epics. Your students will gain an appreciation and
understanding of ancient and modern cultures through myths
and epics from the Middle East, Greece and Rome, the Far
East and Pacific islands, the British Isles, Northern Europe,
Africa, and the Americas. An introduction and historical
background supplement each myth. Questions at the end of
each selection prompt analysis and response.
The Yoruba: A New History is the first transdisciplinary study
of the two-thousand-year journey of the Yoruba people, from
their origins in a small corner of the Niger-Benue Confluence
in present-day Nigeria to becoming one of the most populous
cultural groups on the African continent. Weaving together
archaeology with linguistics, environmental science with oral
traditions, and material culture with mythology, Ogundiran
examines the local, regional, and even global dimensions of
Yoruba history. The Yoruba: A New History offers an
intriguing cultural, political, economic, intellectual, and social
history from ca. 300 BC to 1840. It accounts for the events,
peoples, and practices, as well as the theories of knowledge,
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ways of being, and social valuations that shaped the Yoruba
experience at different junctures of time. The result is a new
framework for understanding the Yoruba past and present.
Stories from West Africa and the African Diaspora: a journey
into the realm of deities, spirits, mysticism, spiritual roots and
ancestral wisdom. Acknowledging that the Yorùbá are one of
the largest and most important groups of people in West
Africa, apart from its value as a cultural treasure, African
Narratives of Orishas, Spirits and Other Deities will delight the
readers with its wealth of information on Yorùbá Orisha,
Vodun, and Nkisi religious beliefs which are told in a spirited
form with humor and poetry. Every page reveals different
deeds and aspects of Yorùbá deities known as Òrì?à, as well
as a number of spirits and other deities. This stunning
collection of 352 narratives showcases the diversity of Yorùbá
Òrì?à culture and evokes divine à?? power. It gives West
African deities their much deserved respect and place in
world culture. Alex Cuoco specifically kept the texts in this
collection of narratives and supporting topics, in a nonacademic format to afford the reader a free flow of thought
without interruptions to check notes. He chose to use simple
language throughout the book to make the texts
understandable and valuable to the general reader, as well
as, making it a great contribution to the informed. The
narratives of Orishas, spirits and other deities and all other
supporting topics in chapters 3-4 examine Òrì?à, Vodun, and
spirit beliefs in cultures in Nigeria, Republic of Benin, Togo,
Ghana, as well as, the Angola-Congo Nkisi deities, thus
creating a cross-cultural foundation for spiritual learning and
gaining of wisdom and knowledge. (It contains an extensive
Yorùbá glossary) An extensive compilation for enthusiasts of
African Studies, Mythology, Religion, and Mysticism
Distinguished scholars analyze the plays, poetry, and prose
of Wole Smoyinka, winner of the Nobel Prize for literature in
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1986. Essays trace his career and place his work in the
general context of African literature.
Nigeria, a country of immense natural and human resources,
with the potential to actually realise the too-often meaningless
notion of independence, has suffered from decades of
debilitating military leadership. Covering a period of five years
in the unfolding tragicomedy of Africa's most populous
country, this book addresses various issues concerning
Nigeria in a style filled with dark humour, pungency and
perspicacity. Ojo-Ade offers a full understanding of the
Nigerian dilemma and its hope for a better future.
This is a collection of creation myths from West, East, Central
and North Africa.
A rich and accessible account of Yoruba history, society and
culture from the pre-colonial period to the present.

An African folktale tells how the sun and water once
lived on earth as friends, but because the sun failed
to build his house large enough, he and his wife, the
moon, were driven into the sky when the water came
to visit them.
This book connects traditional religions to the
thriving religious activity in Africa today.
The Yoruba from Prehistory to the
PresentCambridge University Press
The first published account and standard reference
for the history of the Yoruba people of Nigeria, first
published in 1921.
This masterful book investigates and analyzes
several aspects of money among the Yoruba of
Nigeria. Falola and Adebayo explore the origin,
philosophy, uses, politics, and problems of acquiring
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and spending money in Yoruba culture. No prior
book exists on this aspect of a major ethnic group in
Africa with established connections with the black
Diaspora in North America and the Caribbean.
Conceived so that each chapter may be read
individually, the volume is divided into three parts.
Part 1, "Money and Its Uses," focuses on the
transition from barter to cowry currency, the idealistic
and pragmatic views of money, the impact of
monetization on social stratification, accumulation
among members of the elite, and the development of
savings, banking, and credit institutions. Part 2,
"Money and Its Problems," investigates the social,
political, and cultural problems of money, including
money-lending, theft, counterfeiting, and corruption.
Part 3, "Money and Oil Economy," assesses the
impact of the oil industry on the Nigerian state and
examines both the positive and negative effects of oil
money on Yoruba economy, society, and spending.
Concluding chapters detail efforts to arrest the crisis
that followed the economic slump after the oil boom
and led to the adoption of the Structural Adjustment
Program, and also evaluate the effects of currency
devaluation on personal and communal
responsibilities and social payment. Culture, Politics,
and Money Among the Yoruba is timely in view of
ongoing political and economic changes in Africa. It
will be of interest to economists, sociologists, and
African studies specialists.
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This mysterious, poetic and often amusing collection
of myths illustrates the religion and thought of the
West African Yoruba People.
A guide to myths, gods, and goddesses from
cultures and civilizations throughout history,
providing descriptions of individual dieities, looking at
significant myths from various places in the world,
and including an investigation of mythology themes.
This innovative anthology focuses on the
enslavement, middle passage, American experience,
and return to Africa of a single cultural group, the
Yoruba. Moving beyond descriptions of generic
African experiences, this anthology will allow
students to trace the experiences of one cultural
group throughout the cycle of the slave experience in
the Americas. The 19 essays, employing a variety of
disciplinary perspectives, provide a detailed study of
how the Yoruba were integrated into the Atlantic
world through the slave trade and slavery, the
transformations of Yoruba identities and culture, and
the strategies for resistance employed by the Yoruba
in the New World. The contributors are Augustine H.
Agwuele, Christine Ayorinde, Matt D. Childs, Gibril
R. Cole, David Eltis, Toyin Falola, C. Magbaily Fyle,
Rosalyn Howard, Robin Law, Babatunde Lawal,
Russell Lohse, Paul E. Lovejoy, Beatriz G.
Mamigonian, Robin Moore, Ann O'Hear, Luis Nicolau
ParÃ©s, Michele Reid, João JosÃ© Reis, Kevin
Roberts, and Mariza de Carvalho Soares. Blacks in
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the Diaspora -- Claude A. Clegg III, editor Darlene
Clark Hine, David Barry Gaspar, and John
McCluskey, founding editors
The author focuses on one of the most important
religious centers in Africa: the Yoruba city of Ile-Ife in
southwest Nigeria. The spread of Yoruba traditions
in the African diaspora has come to define the
cultural identity of millions of black and white people
in Brazil, Cuba, Puerto Rico, Trinidad, and the
United States. He describes how the city went from
great prominence to near obliteration and then rose
again as a contemporary city of gods. Throughout,
he corroborates the indispensable linkages between
religion, cosmology, migration, and kinship as
espoused in the power of royal lineages, hegemonic
state structure, gender, and the Yoruba sense of
place.
Yoruba mythology is often studied and yet many
questions remain about the ancient gods and
goddesses, or Orishas, of West Africa. As the Orisha
stories were passed down orally through the
centuries, there evolved many variations of the
characters, their name spellings, and their
relationships to one another. This coloring book is
designed to help you explore answers about their
nature while enjoying the relaxation and fun of
coloring! Plunge into this educational coloring book,
featuring: -20 stunning pictures of various Yoruba
gods and goddess for you to color -Detailed and
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informative information of the Yoruba faith on every
page -Text designed to help relax and inspire -For
adults and children -Huge variety of styles and
designs -For artists of all levels, beginner to expert
-8.5 x 11 inches book size
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