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Convening on the fifth anniversary of the terrorist attack on the World Trade
Center, the global congress The World's Religions after September 11 explored
the negative and positive possibilities of the religious dimensions of life. The
presentations from the congress have been pulled together in this set, which
addresses religion's intersection with human rights, spirituality, science, healing,
the media, international diplomacy, globalization, war and peace, and more. This
comprehensive set includes contributions from such well-known scholars of
religion as Arvind Sharma and a host of others from all the world's religious
traditions. This set is an unprecedented examination of religion's influence on
modern life, an honest assessment of how religion can either destroy us or
preserve us, and a thorough exploration of what steps might be necessary for all
religions to join together as a force for good. Because of the attack on the World
Trade Center on September 11, 2001, the very concept of religion underwent a
paradigm shift. Instead of standing for virtue and piety, peace and harmony, the
word religion also came to be inextricably associated with evil, aggression, and
terror. People around the world began to question whether the religious and
secular dimensions of modern life can be reconciled, whether the different
religions of the world can ever coexist in harmony. Indeed, the very future of
religion itself has sometimes seemed to be uncertain, or at least suspect. The
volumes are: 1. Religion, War, and Peace 2. Religion and Human Rights 3. The
Interfaith Dimension 4. Spirituality.
Reflecting the very latest developments in the field, the New Companion provides
a comprehensive introduction to the sociology of religion with a clear emphasis
on comparative and historical approaches. Covers major debates in
secularization theory, rational choice theory, feminism and the body Takes a
multidisciplinary approach, covering history, sociology, anthropology, and
religious studies International in its scope, covering American exceptionalism,
Native American spirituality, and China, Europe, and Southeast Asia Offers
discussions on the latest developments, including "megachurches", spirituality,
post-secular society and globalization
Explains the basic beliefs, customs, and rituals of twelve different world religions,
and includes information about tribal and native religions of Africa, North
America, and Australia.
Inspired by the 1993 Parliament of the Worlds Religions, this volume for the first
time brings the scholarly discipline of comparative religious ethics into
constructive collaboration with the community of interreligious dialogue. The
contributors draw from both communities of discourse in addressing questions of
method and theory and global moral issuessuch as human rights, distributive
justice, politics of war, international business, the environment, and genocidein a
cross-cultural context. }Inspired by the 1993 Parliament of the Worlds Religions,
this volume for the first time brings the scholarly discipline of comparative
Page 1/9

Read Online World Religions Western Traditions Global Oup Com
religious ethics into constructive collaboration with the community of interreligious
dialogue. Its design is premised on two important insights. First, interreligious
dialogue offers to comparative religious ethics a new, more persuasive rationale,
agenda of issues, and practical orientation. Second, comparative religious ethics
offers to interreligious dialogue an arsenal of critical tools and methods which will
enhance the sophistication of its practical work. In this way, both theory (a
dominant concern and strength of comparative religious ethics) and praxis (a
dominant concern and strength of interreligious moral dialogue) are joined
together in mutual effort, each contributing to the benefit of the other.The
volumes contributors share this vision of collaboration, drawing explicitly from
both communities of discourse in a manner that crosses disciplinary and
professional boundaries to deal creatively and constructively with important
methodological and global moral issue. Although theory and practice cannot
easily be separated in such a collaborative project, for the purpose of clarity, the
volume is divided into two main parts. The first specifically engages questions of
method, theory, and the social role of the public intellectual; the second, on
substantive moral themes and issues, many of which were raised at the 1993
Parliament. Taken together, the volumes essays articulate and illustrate new
ways of approaching contemporary moral concerns cross-culturally yet with a
rigor appropriate to our complex and pluralistic world.
This book presents a comprehensive overview of Asian families residing in
Canada and the United States by portraying and analyzing Asian Canadian and
Asian American immigrant families in an integrated yet nuanced way. Chapters
use an interdisciplinary approach to provide more comprehensive coverage of
the vast diversity as well as common trends and shared characteristics of Asian
families. Specifically, the volume examines the experiences of families whose
ancestry can be traced to East Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia, and West Asia.
Key areas of coverage include: Integrated overview of Asian American and Asian
Canadian families, including an exploration of the historical and current
immigration policies. Experiences of families of East Asian, Southeast Asian,
South Asian, and West Asian ancestry across Canada and the United States.
Asian religious traditions and worldviews, traditional practices, and religio-cultural
views on gender, sexuality, and family. Specific Asian immigrant groups on
immigration demographics, family dynamics and relationships, gendered roles,
parenting practices and beliefs, and implications for mental health. Challenges
and issues that families face as Asians and immigrants, the strength and
resilience of families, with extensive reviews on various intervention and
prevention programs. Methodological strategies in investigating Asian families
and their impact on the field. Asian Families in Canada and the United States is a
must-have resource for researchers, professors, graduate students as well as
clinicians, professionals, and policymakers in the fields of developmental, social,
and cross-cultural psychology, parenting and family studies, social work, and all
interrelated disciplines.
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Provides the first extensive collection of traditional and academic Jewish
approaches to the religions of the world, focusing on those Jewish thinkers that
actually encounter the other world religions -that is, it moves beyond the theory of
inclusive/exclusive/pluralistic categories and looks at Judaism's interactions with
other faiths.
World Religions: Canadian Perspectives--Eastern Traditions provides students
with a solid introduction to the study of world religions and highlights how
Canadians have both experienced and shaped these religions. This text covers
areas traditionally considered to be foundational, while also including material to
address contemporary concerns. By addressing both the historical and the
current impacts of religion, students come to learn how, in our increasingly
globalized world, religions intersect and influence each other.
The Routledge Companion to Philosophy of Religion, Second edition is an
indispensable guide and reference source to the major themes, movements,
debates and topics in philosophy of religion. Considerably expanded for the
second edition, over seventy entries from a team of renowned international
contributors are organized into nine clear parts: philosophical issues in world
religions key figures in philosophy of religion religious diversity the theistic
conception of God arguments for the existence of God arguments against the
existence of God philosophical theology Christian theism recent topics in
philosophy of religion. Covering key world religions including Hinduism,
Buddhism and Islam, and key figures such as Augustine, Aquinas and
Kierkegaard, the Companion explores the central topics in theism such as the
ontological, cosmological and teleological arguments for God’s existence. Three
final parts consider Catholicism, Protestantism, Eastern orthodoxy and current
debates including phenomenology, reformed epistemology, religious experience,
and religion and science, making the Companion as a whole essential reading for
students of philosophy or religion, and suitable for anyone coming to the subject
for the first time. This second edition includes new chapters on Blaise Pascal,
Baruch Spinoza, Interreligious Dialogue, Death and the Afterlife, Incorporeality,
Religion and Global Ethics, New Religious Movements, Religion and the
Environment, and Religion and Film.
In spite of the debate about secularization or de-secularization, the existential-bodily need for
religion is basically the same as always. What have been changed are the horizons within
which religions are interpreted and the relationships within which religions are integrated. This
book explores how religions continue to challenge secular democracy and science, and how
religions are themselves being challenged by secular values and practices. All traditions whether religious or secular - experience a struggle over authority, and this struggle seems to
intensify with globalization, as it has brought people around the world in closer contact with
each other. In this book internationally leading scholars from sociology, law, political science,
religious studies, theology and the religion and science debate, take stock of the current
interdisciplinary research on religion and open new perspectives at the cutting edge of the
debate on religion in the 21st century.
This second edition of World Religions: Western Traditions examines in detail the major
Western religious traditions: Judaism, Zoroastrainism, Christianity, and Islam. Each tradition is
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explored in depth from its origins, through its development, to the religion's meaning and
practice in today's society.
Originally published: Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House, c1991.
Revealing the significance of religion in contemporary life, World Religions Today, Sixth
Edition, explores major religious traditions--Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism,
South Asian religions, East Asian religions, indigenous religions, and new religions--as
dynamic, ongoing forces in the lives of individuals and in the collective experience of modern
societies. This unique volume accomplishes two goals: it connects today's religions to their
classical beliefs and practices and focuses on how these religions have both radically changed
the modern world and been changed by it. The book is enhanced by numerous pedagogical
aids--text boxes, timelines, maps, illustrations, discussion questions, a comprehensive
glossary of key terms, and suggestions for further reading--and more than 200 photographs.
World Religions Today, Sixth Edition, is also available as two separate volumes: Religions of
Asia Today, Fourth Edition: 978-0-19-064242-6 Religions of the West Today, Fourth Edition:
978-0-19-064241-9
This book offers a unique perspective on September 11 and our world after this tragic event,
sharing lessons from an Asian religious experience that can help heal a world troubled by
religious conflicts and deepening divisions, and promote a positive global transformation.
In the face of the popular crusade to link new religious movements to dangerous cults,
brainwashing, and the need for deprogramming, Irving Hexham and Karla Poewe argue that
many cults are in fact the product of dynamic interaction between folk religions and the
teachings of traditional world religions. With the widespread loss of belief in biblical mythology
in the nineteenth century, new mythologies based on science and elements derived from
various non-Western religious traditions emerged, leading to the growth and popularity of new
religions and cults. Drawing on examples from Africa, the United States, Asia, and Europe, the
authors suggest that few new religions are really original. Most draw on rich, if localized,
cultural traditions, which are then shaped anew by the influence of technological change and
international linkages.
This comprehensive guide offers an unrivalled introduction to recent work in the study of
religion, from the religious traditions of Asia and the West, to new forms of religion and
spirituality such as New Age. With an historical introduction to each religion and detailed
analysis of its place in the modern world, Religions in the Modern World is ideal for newcomers
to the study of religion. It incorporates case-studies and anecdotes, text extracts, chapter
menus and end-of-chapter summaries, glossaries and annotated further reading sections.
Topics covered include: * religion, colonialism and postcolonialism * religious nationalism *
women and religion * religion and globalization * religion and authority * the rise of new
spiritualities.
Dynamic humanism in the defense and promotion of human rights. Activism is driven by
positive sentiment; deprivations are driven by negative sentiment. The book explores these
issues in the context of theory as well as specific chapters which focus on the multiple
dimensions of the human rights problem.

Authored by distinguished scholars of religion writing in their areas of specialty,
PATTERNS OF RELIGION examines key religious traditions around the world,
from the ancient origins of religion to contemporary religious movements.
Expertly written and organized, this text offers unparalleled flexibility for
instructors. Each chapter explores the history, beliefs, practices, and
contemporary perspectives for a major religious tradition. This unified chapter
structure helps to emphasize the patterns that link diverse religious traditions.
The readings at the end of chapters include selections from scriptures and other
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important texts, eliminating the need for a separate scripture anthology. Now in
full color, the supporting maps, photographs, chronologies, glossaries, and tables
help contextualize each tradition and encourage further inquiry.
This book is about new forms of religious activities emerging in the context of
their dialectic relations with contemporary multicultural realities. World religions
are effectively a major agent of the multiculturalization of contemporary societies.
However, multiculturalism pushes them not only toward change but also toward
new conflicts.
With ANTHOLOGY OF WORLD SCRIPTURES, 9th Edition your students will
encounter the most notable and instructive sacred texts from major world
religions, including Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism, Confucianism,
Taoism, Shinto, Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. They will also
examine scriptures from new religious movements including Baha'i, The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, the Christian Science Church, and the
Unification Church. Most introductory textbooks talk about world religions; this
anthology lets them speak for themselves. This anthology presents scripture
readings in context, showing students how each religion is actually practiced
today, as well as introducing its history, teachings, organization, ethics, and
rituals. These selections are supported by introductions, study questions,
glossaries, extensive footnotes, timelines, scriptural charts, and suggestions for
further reading by the editor. Important Notice: Media content referenced within
the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook
version.
Now in its fifth edition, this engaging, contributed survey of religions in the
Western world - namely Judaism, Christianity, Islam, ancient religions,
Indigenous traditions, and new religious movements - explores each tradition in
depth from its origins, through its development, to thereligion's meaning and
practice in contemporary society.
In Pagan Theology, Michael York provides an introduction to, and expansion of,
the concept of Paganism and provides an overview of its theological perspective
and practice. He demonstrates it to be a viable and distinguishable spiritual
perspective found today in such forms as Chinese folk religion, Shinto, tribal
religions, and neo-Paganism in the West. While adherents of many of these
traditions do not use the word "pagan" to describe their beliefs or practices, York
contends that there is an identifiable position possessing characteristics and
understandings in common for which the label "pagan" is appropriate. He outlines
these characteristics and also explores paganism as a general form of religious
behavior which may be found in other religions which are not themselves pagan.
In the course of examining such behavior, York provides descriptions of religions
in action, including Buddhism and Hinduism.
How may we characterize contemporary society in a world so complex? Can
looking at the diverse paths followed by various cultures in the modern world
generate useful new social scientific typologies, or must a different set of
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questions be posed in this era of globalization? What, in short, is the nature of
modernity? These are some of the questions addressed by the contributors to
Multiple Modernities.Following the theme in an earlier work edited by Shmuel
Eisenstadt, Public Spheres and Collective Identities, this book challenges
conventional notions of how the world has changed politically, socially, and
economically. The authors consider the meaning of modernity in contexts as
different as communist Russia, modern India, the Muslim world, Latin America,
China and East Asia, and the United States. Miscegenation, transnational
migration, technological developments, and changing communications have
shifted the ground on which theories of society were once built; political system,
diaspora groups, religion, and ""classical"" theories of modernity have to be
reconsidered in a new context.Authors and chapters include: S.N. Eisenstadt,
""Multiple Modernities""; Bjrn Wittrock, ""Modernity: One, None, or Many?
European Origins and Modernity as a Global Condition""; Johann P. Arnason,
""Communism and Modernity""; Nilfer Gle, ""Snapshots of Islamic Modernities"";
Dale F. Eickelman, ""Island and the Languages of Modernity""; Sudipta Kaviraj,
""Modernity and Politics in India""; Stanley J. Tambiah, ""Transnational
Movements, Diaspora, and Multiple Modernities""; Tu Weiming, ""Implications of
the Jrise of 'Confucian' East Asia""; Jrgen Heideking, ""The Pattern of American
Modernity from the Revolution to the Civil War""; and Renato Ortiz, ""From
Incomplete Modernity to World Modernity.""Written in clear and non-technical
language for both a scholarly and general audience, this volume confronts the
problem of just what constitutes the common core of modernit
Original publication and copyright date: 2011.
There has been a proliferation of publications in the field of Christian ecological
theology over the last three decades or so. These include a number of recent
edited volumes, each covering a range of topics and consolidating many of the
emerging insights in ecological theology. The call for Christian churches to
respond to the environmental crisis has been reiterated numerous times in this
vast corpus of literature, also in South Africa.
This book equips students with a thorough understanding of the advantages and challenges
presented by workplace diversity, suggesting techniques to manage diversity effectively and
maximize its benefits. Readers will learn to work with diverse groups to create a productive
organization in which everyone feels included. The author offers a comprehensive survey of
demographic groups and an analysis of their history, allowing students to develop a deep
understanding of the dimensions of diversity. From this foundation, students are taught to
manage diversity effectively on the basis of race, sex, LGBTQIA, religion, age, ability, national
origin, and intersectionality in organizations and to understand the issues various groups face,
including discrimination. Opening with current case studies and discussion questions to
enhance comprehension, the chapters provide practical insight into subconscious/implicit bias,
team diversity, and diversity management in the United States and abroad. "Global View"
examples further highlight how diversity management unfolds around the world. Offering a
fresh look at workplace diversity, this book will serve students of diversity, human resource
management, and organizational studies. A companion website featuring an instructor’s
manual, PowerPoint slides, and test banks provides additional support for students and
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instructors.
The focus of this volume is on the historical and geographical elements of law and religion. The
first part delineates and analyzes the relation between church and state from the Gregorian
Revolution to the human rights era and gives a sense of the evolution of the church and state
relationship, whilst the second part explores law and religion issues around the world. The
volume redresses the tendency towards a western-centric approach in the discipline by
including essays from regional experts which present local approaches to law and religion in
Asia, Africa, and South America. The collection is unique in that it brings together wide-ranging
case studies and out-of-print papers and is an important resource for established and new
scholars in the field.
*A new edition of Christopher Dawsons classic work on Christian higher education*
While many feel that something must be done, few perceive the state of the ecological crisis as
a "profound religious problem." While Thomas Berry sought to fire the imagination and
motivate his listener to action, Bernard Lonergan was absorbed by the growing gulf between
traditional Christian theology and its relevance to modern problems. This book brings together
the work of these dynamic thinkers and examines their mutual contribution to theology for our
time and for our planet.
A Concise Introduction to World Religions, second edition, is a contributed volume that
examines the development of major global faith traditions and movements. Based on the bestselling two-volume set World Religions: Eastern and World Religions: Western Traditions, this
text explores the origins, central teachings, divisions and branches, rituals and practices,
influences on culture, and responses to modern challenges for each tradition in an accessible
and engaging style.
Those who anticipated the demise of religion and the advent of a peaceful, secularized global
village have seen the last two decades confound their predictions. René Girard’s mimetic
theory is a key to understanding the new challenges posed by our world of resurgent violence
and pluralistic cultures and traditions. Girard sought to explain how the Judeo-Christian
narrative exposes a founding murder at the origin of human civilization and demystifies the
bloody sacrifices of archaic religions. Meanwhile, his book Sacrifice, a reading of conflict and
sacrificial resolution in the Vedic Brahmanas, suggests that mimetic theory’s insights also
resonate with several non-Western religious and spiritual traditions. This volume collects
engagements with Girard by scholars of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism
and situates them within contemporary theology, philosophy, and religious studies.
Now in one volume: the ten volumes of the outstanding Religious Traditions of the World
series. Written by leading experts, these individual studies explore the richness and variety of
important religions from around the world.
Religion and Politics: New Developments Worldwide features ten articles about recent
developments in the interaction of Religion and Politics in various countries of Asia, Africa,
Europe, and both North and South America. Most articles focus on one country, and including
China, South Korea, India, Nigeria, Malaysia, France, and Cuba. Others address issues across
regions such as Latin America, Southeast Asia, or the Middle East. The fifteen contributors are
scholars from diverse disciplines as well as diverse regions of Asia, Europe, Africa, and the
Americas. Subjects include the Indian government’s favoritism for Hinduism over rival
religions; the way the Sikhs of India avoid the religion–politics divide; the way the Western
media fails to fully understand the Chinese government’s policies on religious minorities; the
aftermath of the Charlie Hebdo demonstrations in France; religious attitudes toward tax politics
in South Korea as well as among Christians compared to Muslims; how to lessen the
radicalization of Muslims in Southeast Asia; whether Nigeria should encourage its Muslims to
be active in the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation; the spiritual role played by the
permaculture movement in Cuba; and how the former tendency of scholars to polarize religion
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and politics is no longer viable, especially in Latin America.

Globalization and high-speed communication put twenty-first century people in contact
with adherents to a wide variety of world religions, but usually, valuable knowledge of
these other traditions is limited at best. On the one hand, religious stereotypes abound,
hampering a serious exploration of unfamiliar philosophies and practices. On the other
hand, the popular idea that all religions lead to the same God or the same moral life
fails to account for the distinctive origins and radically different teachings found across
the world’s many religions. Understanding World Religions presents religion as a
complex and intriguing matrix of history, philosophy, culture, beliefs, and practices.
Hexham believes that a certain degree of objectivity and critique is inherent in the study
of religion, and he guides readers in responsible ways of carrying this out. Of particular
importance is Hexham’s decision to explore African religions, which have frequently
been absent from major religion texts. He surveys these in addition to varieties of
Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
World ReligionsWestern TraditionsOxford University Press, USA
Buddhism in the Global Eye focuses on the importance of a global context and
transnational connections for understanding Buddhist modernizing movements. It also
explores how Asian agency has been central to the development of modern Buddhism,
and provides theoretical reflections that seek to overcome misleading East-West
binaries. Using case studies from China, Japan, Vietnam, India, Tibet, Canada, and the
USA, the book introduces new research that reveals the permeable nature of certain
categories, such as "modern", "global", and "contemporary" Buddhism. In the book,
contributors recognize the multiple nodes of intra-Asian and global influence. For
example, monks travelled among Asian countries creating networks of information and
influence, mutually stimulating each other's modernization movements. The studies
demonstrate that in modernization movements, Asian reformers mobilized all available
cultural resources both to adapt local forms of Buddhism to a new global context and to
shape new foreign concepts to local Asian forms.
The diversity of the world's religions has come to the West, but believers are often illequipped for any kind of serious engagement with non-Christians. In Encountering
World Religions, professor and author Irving Hexham introduces all the world's major
religious traditions in a brief and understandable way. Hexham outlines key beliefs and
practices in each religion, while also providing guidance on how to think critically about
them from the standpoint of Christian theology. African, yogic, and Abrahamic traditions
are all covered. Accessible and clear, Encountering World Religions will provide formal
and lay students alike with a useful Christian introduction to the major faiths of our
world.
In a world plagued by religious conflict, how can the various religious and secular
traditions coexist peacefully on the planet? And, what role does sociology play in
helping us understand the state of religious life in a globalizing world? In the Fourth
Edition ofGods in the Global Village, author Lester Kurtz continues to address these
questions. This text is an engaging, thought-provoking examination of the relationships
among the major faith traditions that inform the thinking and ethical standards of most
people in the emerging global social order. Thoroughly updated to reflect recent events,
the book discusses the role of religion in our daily lives and global politics, and the ways
in which religion is both an agent of, and barrier to, social change.
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For billions of people, having a religious belief system provides purpose in life. For
some, religion serves as a guide for moral behavior. Today's world is one in which our
understanding of world religions is both understatedly important, as well as increasingly
complex. After many years exploring the foundations of various world religions, Jason
Boyett has written this comprehensive, easy-to-understand exploration of the twelve
major world religions through a meticulous, yet unbiased lens. 12 Major World Religions
offers an impartial look at where each of these belief systems intersects, how they
differ, and why some have been?or are currently?misunderstood.
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