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World Religions From Ancient History To The Present
Maps and text present a guide to the historical development and current state of the world's
religions.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our
most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United
States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may
contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you
for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
A New York Times Notable Book of 2018 “Searingly passionate…Nixey writes up a storm. Each
sentence is rich, textured, evocative, felt…[A] ballista-bolt of a book.” —New York Times Book
Review In Harran, the locals refused to convert. They were dismembered, their limbs hung
along the town’s main street. In Alexandria, zealots pulled the elderly philosopher-
mathematician Hypatia from her chariot and flayed her to death with shards of broken pottery.
Not long before, their fellow Christians had invaded the city’s greatest temple and razed
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it—smashing its world-famous statues and destroying all that was left of Alexandria’s Great
Library. Today, we refer to Christianity’s conquest of the West as a “triumph.” But this victory
entailed an orgy of destruction in which Jesus’s followers attacked and suppressed classical
culture, helping to pitch Western civilization into a thousand-year-long decline. Just one
percent of Latin literature would survive the purge; countless antiquities, artworks, and ancient
traditions were lost forever. As Catherine Nixey reveals, evidence of early Christians’
campaign of terror has been hiding in plain sight: in the palimpsests and shattered statues
proudly displayed in churches and museums the world over. In The Darkening Age, Nixey
resurrects this lost history, offering a wrenching account of the rise of Christianity and its
terrible cost.
Religious beliefs and practices, which permeated all aspects of life in antiquity, traveled well-
worn routes throughout the Mediterranean: itinerant charismatic practitioners peddled their
skills as healers, purifiers, cursers, and initiators; and vessels decorated with illustrations of
myths traveled with them. This collection of essays, drawn from the groundbreaking reference
work Religion in the Ancient World, offers an expansive, comparative perspective on this
complex spiritual world.
A concise, balanced, and reasonably priced introductory text, World Religions takes a historical
approach to the ideological and cultural aspects of several religions. More than just a collection
of facts about beliefs and mores, this unique text offers students a complex portrait of each
religion, with scholarly viewpoints interspersed throughout.
Passing for what you are not—whether it is mulattos passing as white, Jews passing as
Christian, or drag queens passing as women—can be a method of protection or self-defense.
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But it can also be a uniquely pleasurable experience, one that trades on the erotics of secrecy
and revelation. It is precisely passing's radical playfulness, the way it asks us to reconsider our
assumptions and forces our most cherished fantasies of identity to self-destruct, that is
centrally addressed in Passing: Identity and Interpretation in Sexuality, Race, and Religion.
Identity in Western culture is largely structured around visibility, whether in the service of
science (Victorian physiognomy), psychoanalysis (Lacan's mirror stage), or philosophy (the
Panopticon). As such, it is charged with anxieties regarding classification and social
demarcation. Passing wreaks havoc with accepted systems of social recognition and cultural
intelligibility, blurring the carefully-marked lines of race, gender, and class. Bringing together
theories of passing across a host of disciplines—from critical race theory and lesbian and gay
studies, to literary theory and religious studies—Passing complicates our current understanding
of the visual and categories of identity. Contributors: Michael Bronski, Karen McCarthy Brown,
Bradley Epps, Judith Halberstam, Peter Hitchcock, Daniel Itzkovitz, Patrick O'Malley, Miriam
Peskowitz, María C. Sánchez Linda Schlossberg, and Sharon Ullman.
The Times World Religions presents a fully-comprehensive survey of the origins,
developments, beliefs, and distribution of the world's religions. Full-color maps, pictures and a
comprehensive and accessible text combine to form a unique global overview of human faith
and a key to understanding its role in the modern world. The book's coverage ranges from
faiths such as Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism to cover issues such as
secularism, less well-known belief systems such as Pacific Cargo Cults, and includes a section
on religion in the ancient world.
"The Handbook of Religions in Ancient Europe" surveys the major religious currents of Europe
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before Christianity - the first continental religion with hegemonic ambition - wiped out most
local religions. The evidence - whether archaeological or written - is notoriously difficult to
interpret, and the variety of religions documented by the sources and the range of languages
used are bewildering. The "Handbook" brings together leading authorities on pre-Christian
religious history to provide a state-of-the-art survey. The first section of the book covers the
Prehistoric period, from the Paleolithic to the Bronze Age. The second section covers the
period since writing systems began. Ranging across the Mediterranean and Northern, Celtic
and Slavic Europe, the essays assess the archaeological and textual evidence. Dispersed
archaeological remains and biased outside sources constitute our main sources of information,
so the complex task of interpreting these traces is explained for each case. The "Handbook"
also aims to highlight the plurality of religion in ancient Europe: the many ways in which it is
expressed, notably in discourse, action, organization, and material culture; how it is produced
and maintained by different people with different interests; how communities always connect
with or disassociate from adjunct communities and how their beliefs and rituals are shaped by
these relationships. The "Handbook" will be invaluable to anyone interested in ancient History
and also to scholars and students of Religion, Anthropology, Archaeology, and Classical
Studies.
Weber’s classic study which deals specifically with: Types of Asceticism and the
Significance of Ancient Judaism, History and Social Organization of Ancient
Palestine, Political Organization and Religious Ideas in the Time of the
Confederacy and the Early Kings, Political Decline, Religious Conflict and Biblical
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Prophecy.
Explains the basic beliefs, customs, and rituals of twelve different world religions,
and includes information about tribal and native religions of Africa, North
America, and Australia.

This magisterial Norton Anthology, edited by world-renowned scholars, offers a
portable library of more than 1,000 primary texts from the world’s major religions.
To help readers encounter strikingly unfamiliar texts with pleasure; accessible
introductions, headnotes, annotations, pronouncing glossaries, maps, illustrations
and chronologies are provided. For readers of any religion or none, The Norton
Anthology of World Religions opens new worlds that, as Miles writes, invite us "to
see others with a measure of openness, empathy, and good will..."

Unprecedented in scope and approach, The Norton Anthology of World
Religions: Christianity brings together over 150 texts from the Apostolic Era to the
New Millennium. The volume features Jack Miles’s illuminating General
Introduction—“How the West Learned to Compare Religions”—as well as
Lawrence S. Cunningham’s “The Words and the Word Made Flesh,” a lively
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primer on the history and core tenets of Christianity.

This definitive guide explores all the faiths from around the world. Together with
the five main religions of Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism,
there is a diverse range of newer faiths to ensure a compelling and
comprehensive read. From the key concepts of ancient beliefs to the ground-
breaking ideas at the heart of modern faiths, religious history is chronicled in a
universal timeline. This provides a global perspective on the origins and events
contributing to the growth and spread of spirituality, and the position of religion in
society today. Influential religious leaders, including Mahatma Gandhi, Saint
Paul, and Al-Ghazali, are introduced in depth and detail, alongside important
quotations. Modern alternative beliefs are investigated in the wider context of
their political, social, and cultural climates. Part of DK's award-winning Big Ideas
series that has sold in excess of seven million copies, The Religions Book
explains the trickiest of subjects in the most easily accessible format, using
inspiring infographics and illuminating images alongside simple and
straightforward text. Compelling and accessible, this is the perfect guide for
students of religious study, or anyone interested in the ideas of ancient and
present-day faiths and religious philosophies. Series Overview: Big Ideas Simply
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Explained series uses creative design and innovative graphics, along with
straightforward and engaging writing, to make complex subjects easier to
understand. These award-winning books provide just the information needed for
students, families, or anyone interested in concise, thought-provoking refreshers
on a single subject.
A concise study of religions from around the world, discussing the history, beliefs,
and social background of each religion.
A History of the World's Religions bridges the interval between the founding of
religions and their present state, and gives students an accurate look at the
religions of the world by including descriptive and interpretive details from original
source materials. Refined by over forty years of dialogue and correspondence
with religious experts and practitioners around the world, A History of the World's
Religions is widely regarded as the hallmark of scholarship, fairness, and
accuracy in its field. It is also the most thorough yet manageable history of world
religion available in a single volume. A History of the World’s Religions examines
the following topics: Some Primal and Bygone Religions The Religions of South
Asia The Religions of East Asia The Religions of the Middle East This fourteenth
edition is fully updated throughout with new images and inset text boxes to help
guide students and instructors. Complete with figures, timelines and maps, this is
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an ideal resource for anyone wanting an accessible and comprehensive
introduction to the world’s religions.
This book offers a clear and concise historical overview of the major religious
movements of the ancient Mediterranean world existing from the time of the
second millennium BCE up until the fourth century CE, including both the Judeo-
Christian and pagan religious traditions. Recognizing the significant role of
religious institutions in human history and acknowledging the diversity of religious
ideas and practices in the ancient Mediterranean world, “religion” is defined as a
collection of myths, beliefs, rituals, ethical practices, social institutions and
experiences related to the realm of the sacred cosmos. Without focusing too
much attention on technicalities and complex vocabulary, the book provides an
introductory road map for exploring the vast array of religious data permeating
the ancient Mediterranean world. Through an examination of literary and
archeological evidence, the book summarizes the fundamental religious beliefs
and practices of the ancient Near Eastern world, including the religious traditions
of ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt and Israel. Turning westward, the fascinating
world of ancient Greek and Roman religion is considered next. The discussion
begins with a description of Minoan-Mycenaean religion, followed by a
consideration of classical Roman and Greek religion. Next, the numerous

Page 8/16



Get Free World Religions From Ancient History To The Present

religious movements that blossomed during Hellenistic-Roman times are
discussed. In addition, the fundamental theological contributions of various Greco-
Roman philosophical schools of thought, including Orphism, Stoicism,
Pythagoreanism, Platonism and Neo-Platonism, are described. Greco-Roman
philosophy functioned as a quasi-religious outlook for many, and played a
decisive role in the evolution of religion in the classical and Hellenistic period.
The theological speculations of the philosophers regarding the nature of God and
the soul made a huge impact in religious circles during the classical and
Hellenistic era. Moving forward in history from archaic and classical times to the
later Hellenistic-Roman period, the old religious order of the past falls by the
wayside and a new updated religious paradigm begins to develop throughout the
Mediterranean world, with a greater emphasis being placed upon the religious
individual and the expression of personal religious feelings. There are several
important social and historical reasons for this shift in perspective and these
factors are explained in the chapter focusing upon personal religion in Hellenistic
times. Since the entire religious topography of the ancient Mediterranean world is
rarely outlined in a single volume, this book will be a welcome addition to
anyone’s library.
Focusing on concepts, practices and images associated with purity in the ancient
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Mediterranean, this volume contributes new aspects to the current discussion
about the forming of religious traditions, from a comparative perspective that
acknowldges individual developments, mutual exchanges, as well as
transcultural processes.
This 1999 book describes the religious life of the Greeks from the archaic to the Roman
periods.
A comprehensive and radical new survey of religious life in Rome over the course of a
millennium.
This book presents a wide range of documents illustrating religious life in the Roman
world from the early Republic to the late Empire.
Provides an introduction to the major religions of the ancient Mediterranean and
explores current research regarding the similarities and differences among them.
Ancient History gives readers an incredible insight into all aspects of human life in the
ancient world. From the earliest civilizations to the medieval period, readers will learn
about art, architecture, culture, religion & the remarkable individuals who shaped world
history. Also available in the Questions & Answers series are World History, Animal
World, Planet Earth, Science, & SpaceWho invented writing, paper, and coins? Why did
the ancient Egyptians mummify their dead and bury them with food, jewels and
clothing? How long is the Great Wall of China? ANCIENT HISTORY answers all of
these questions and many more!
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Presents the beliefs, cults, gods, and ritual practices that developed in Mediterranean
region countries such as Egypt, Anatolia, Mesopotamia, Iran, Greece, and Rome from
the the third millenium B.C. up to the fourth century A.D.
An easy-to-use and comprehensive guide that explores the intriguing dogma and
rituals, cultural convictions, and often-checkered backgrounds and histories of the
world's religions.
How did mythology and religion first begin? Where did the ideas of "God," "spirit" and
"soul" come from? The author takes us to ancient times, showing us how early humans
struggled to make sense of the world around them. Who were the "Neter" or the
"Watchers", that were revered as gods in ancient Egypt? Were they an advanced race
of men, whose origins are lost in antiquity, or were they beings who actually came from
the sky with sophisticated knowledge to help mankind establish an enduring
civilization? Drawing upon a vast array of factual information, the author develops the
argument that the Osiris resurrection myth is actually an encoding of an advanced
system of mathematics and astronomy that was preserved and transmitted to the public
in the form of religious myths; using this novel approach, the author shows that the
ancient Egyptians utilized the true language of the gods, which is the harmonic
apparent motion of the sun, moon, and visible planets as the standard for the system of
measurement known to us as the Egyptian Royal Cubit.
The 4,000-year quest of Judaism, Christianity and Islam.
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World ReligionsFrom Ancient History to the PresentWorld ReligionsFrom Ancient
History to the PresentCheckmark Books
Covering secret societies, mysterious ancient traditions, and the often-mistaken history
of the world's religious symbols, this book takes readers on a tour through the
fascinating world of religious symbolism and reveals the most mysterious and
misunderstood facets of religion. • Provides fascinating historical and contextual
information about religious traditions and symbols • Addresses the roots of some of
today's most popular superstitions and conspiratorial theories • Focuses primarily on
religions that are dominant or are becoming widespread within the United States,
allowing students to gain a better understanding of religion in American society and
greater appreciation for cultural diversity • Develops a unique thesis about utilizing
religious archetypes to facilitate understanding of religious ritual and organizations •
Includes a phonetic pronunciation guide with each entry to help students become
comfortable with unfamiliar terminology
A History of the World's Religions bridges the interval between the founding of religions
and their present state, and gives students an accurate look at the religions of the world
by including descriptive and interpretive details from the original source materials.
Refined by over forty years of dialogue and correspondence with religious experts and
practitioners around the world, A History of the World's Religions is widely regarded as
the hallmark of scholarship, fairness, and accuracy in its field. It is also the most
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thorough yet manageable history of world religion available in a single volume, treating
many subjects largely neglected in other texts.
Presents a comprehensive guide to religions throughout history, from the origins of
spiritual belief to modern organized religions and churches, and discusses how religion
has affected and helped shape the history of the world.
Examines each religion--including ancient Greek, Roman, Norse, and Celtic religions,
Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, and nature religions--discussing its history, founder,
major deity, beliefs, festivals, and celebrations.
This volume addresses the idea of ghost in the Ancient Near East, Egypt, Europe,
India, and China. It proposes a multi-cultural apprach to construct a wider and
complicated picture of the phenomenon of ghosts and spirits in human societies.
The Routledge Encyclopedia of Ancient Mediterranean Religions is the first
comprehensive single-volume reference work offering authoritative coverage of ancient
religions in the Mediterranean world. Chronologically, the volume’s scope extends from
pre-historical antiquity in the third millennium B.C.E. through the rise of Islam in the
seventh century C.E. An interdisciplinary approach draws out the common issues and
elements between and among religious traditions in the Mediterranean basin. Key
features of the volume include: Detailed maps of the Mediterranean World, ancient
Egypt, the Roman Empire, and the Hellenistic World A comprehensive timeline of major
events, innovations, and individuals, divided by region to provide both a diachronic and
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pan-Mediterranean, synchronic view A broad geographical range including western
Asia, northern Africa, and southern Europe This encyclopedia will serve as a key point
of reference for all students and scholars interested in ancient Mediterranean culture
and society.
Looks at the history and beliefs of ancient and modern religions, including Hinduism,
Jainism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
Examining a wide array of ancient writings, Brent Nongbri dispels the commonly held
idea that there is such a thing as ancient religion. Nongbri shows how misleading it is to
speak as though religion was a concept native to pre-modern cultures.
The conference volume of the Bochumer Kolleg “Dynamics in the History of Religions
between Asia and Europe” outlines the thesis that religion is not a homogeneous
cultural phenomenon, but a dense network of diachronically and synchronically differing
traditions.
Much like our world today, Late Antiquity (fourth-seventh centuries CE) is often seen as
a period rife with religious violence, not least because the literary sources are full of
stories of Christians attacking temples, statues and 'pagans'. However, using insights
from Religious Studies, recent studies have demonstrated that the Late Antique
sources disguise a much more intricate reality. The present volume builds on this
recent cutting-edge scholarship on religious violence in Late Antiquity in order to come
to more nuanced judgments about the nature of the violence. At the same time, the
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focus on Late Antiquity has taken away from the fact that the phenomenon was no less
prevalent in the earlier Graeco-Roman world. This book is therefore the first to bring
together scholars with expertise ranging from classical Athens to Late Antiquity to
examine the phenomenon in all its complexity and diversity throughout Antiquity.
"How new is atheism? Although adherents and opponents alike today present it as an
invention of the European Enlightenment, when the forces of science and secularism
broadly challenged those of faith, disbelief in the gods, in fact, originated in a far more
remote past. In Battling the Gods, Tim Whitmarsh journeys into the ancient
Mediterranean, a world almost unimaginably different from our own, to recover the
stories and voices of those who first refused the divinities. Homer's epic poems of
human striving, journeying, and passion were ancient Greece's only "sacred texts," but
no ancient Greek thought twice about questioning or mocking his stories of the gods.
Priests were functionaries rather than sources of moral or cosmological wisdom. The
absence of centralized religious authority made for an extraordinary variety of
perspectives on sacred matters, from the devotional to the atheos, or "godless."
Whitmarsh explores this kaleidoscopic range of ideas about the gods, focusing on the
colorful individuals who challenged their existence. Among these were some of the
greatest ancient poets and philosophers and writers, as well as the less well known:
Diagoras of Melos, perhaps the first self-professed atheist; Democritus, the first
materialist; Socrates, executed for rejecting the gods of the Athenian state; Epicurus
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and his followers, who thought gods could not intervene in human affairs; the brilliantly
mischievous satirist Lucian of Samosata. Before the revolutions of late antiquity, which
saw the scriptural religions of Christianity and Islam enforced by imperial might, there
were few constraints on belief. Everything changed, however, in the millennium
between the appearance of the Homeric poems and Christianity's establishment as
Rome's state religion in the fourth century AD. As successive Greco-Roman empires
grew in size and complexity, and power was increasingly concentrated in central
capitals, states sought to impose collective religious adherence, first to cults devoted to
individual rulers, and ultimately to monotheism. In this new world, there was no room for
outright disbelief: the label "atheist" was used now to demonize anyone who merely
disagreed with the orthodoxy--and so it would remain for centuries."--Jacket.
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