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Why The West Rules For Now The Patterns Of
History And What They Reveal About The Future
Why does the West rule? In this magnum opus, eminent Stanford polymath Ian Morris answers
this provocative question, drawing on 50,000 years of history, archeology, and the methods of
social science, to make sense of when, how, and why the paths of development differed in the
East and West — and what this portends for the 21st century. There are two broad schools of
thought on why the West rules. Proponents of "Long-Term Lock-In" theories such as Jared
Diamond suggest that from time immemorial, some critical factor — geography, climate, or
culture perhaps — made East and West unalterably different, and determined that the industrial
revolution would happen in the West and push it further ahead of the East. But the East led the
West between 500 and 1600, so this development can't have been inevitable; and so
proponents of "Short-Term Accident" theories argue that Western rule was a temporary
aberration that is now coming to an end, with Japan, China, and India resuming their rightful
places on the world stage. However, as the West led for 9,000 of the previous 10,000 years, it
wasn't just a temporary aberration. So, if we want to know why the West rules, we need a
whole new theory. Ian Morris, boldly entering the turf of Jared Diamond and Niall Ferguson,
provides the broader approach that is necessary, combining the textual historian's focus on
context, the anthropological archaeologist's awareness of the deep past, and the social
scientist's comparative methods to make sense of the past, present, and future — in a way no
one has ever done before.
Explores one of the biggest questions of historical debate: how among Eurasia's
interconnected centers of power, it was Europe that came to dominate much of the world.
THE TOP 5 SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER ONE OF BARACK OBAMA'S BEST BOOKS OF
2019 THE TIMES HISTORY BOOK OF THE YEAR FINALIST FOR THE CUNDILL HISTORY
PRIZE 2020 LONGLISTED FOR THE BAILLIE GIFFORD PRIZE FOR NON-FICTION 2019 A
FINANCIAL TIMES, OBSERVER, DAILY TELEGRAPH, WALL STREET JOURNAL AND
TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR 'Dalrymple is a superb historian with a visceral understanding of
India ... A book of beauty' – Gerard DeGroot, The Times In August 1765 the East India
Company defeated the young Mughal emperor and forced him to establish a new
administration in his richest provinces. Run by English merchants who collected taxes using a
ruthless private army, this new regime saw the East India Company transform itself from an
international trading corporation into something much more unusual: an aggressive colonial
power in the guise of a multinational business. William Dalrymple tells the remarkable story of
the East India Company as it has never been told before, unfolding a timely cautionary tale of
the first global corporate power.
This book tells nothing less than the story of how the modern, Western view of the world was
born. Cultural and intellectual historian Anthony Pagden explains how, and why, the ideal of a
universal, global, and cosmopolitan society became such a central part of the Western
imagination in the ferment of the Enlightenment - and how these ideas have done battle with
an inward-looking, tradition-oriented view of the world ever since. Cosmopolitanism is an
ancient creed; but in its modern form it was a creature of the Enlightenment attempt to create a
new 'science of man', based upon a vision of humanity made up of autonomous individuals,
free from all the constraints imposed by custom, prejudice, and religion. As Pagden shows, this
'new science' was based not simply on 'cold, calculating reason', as its critics claimed, but on
the argument that all humans are linked by what in the Enlightenment were called 'sympathetic'
attachments. The conclusion was that despite the many tribes and nations into which humanity
was divided there was only one 'human nature', and that the final destiny of the species could
only be the creation of one universal, cosmopolitan society. This new 'human science' provided
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the philosophical grounding of the modern world. It has been the inspiration behind the League
of Nations, the United Nations and the European Union. Without it, international law, global
justice, and human rights legislation would be unthinkable. As Anthony Pagden argues
passionately and persuasively in this book, it is a legacy well worth preserving - and one that
might yet come to inherit the earth.
The world's first known empires took shape in Mesopotamia between the eastern shores of the
Mediterranean Sea and the Persian Gulf, beginning around 2350 BCE. The next 2,500 years
witnessed sustained imperial growth, bringing a growing share of humanity under the control of
ever-fewer states. Two thousand years ago, just four major powers--the Roman, Parthian,
Kushan, and Han empires--ruled perhaps two-thirds of the earth's entire population. Yet
despite empires' prominence in the early history of civilization, there have been surprisingly few
attempts to study the dynamics of ancient empires in the western Old World comparatively.
Such grand comparisons were popular in the eighteenth century, but scholars then had only
Greek and Latin literature and the Hebrew Bible as evidence, and necessarily framed the
problem in different, more limited, terms. Near Eastern texts, and knowledge of their
languages, only appeared in large amounts in the later nineteenth century. Neither Karl Marx
nor Max Weber could make much use of this material, and not until the 1920s were there
enough archaeological data to make syntheses of early European and west Asian history
possible. But one consequence of the increase in empirical knowledge was that twentieth-
century scholars generally defined the disciplinary and geographical boundaries of their
specialties more narrowly than their Enlightenment predecessors had done, shying away from
large questions and cross-cultural comparisons. As a result, Greek and Roman empires have
largely been studied in isolation from those of the Near East. This volume is designed to
address these deficits and encourage dialogue across disciplinary boundaries by examining
the fundamental features of the successive and partly overlapping imperial states that
dominated much of the Near East and the Mediterranean in the first millennia BCE and CE. A
substantial introductory discussion of recent thought on the mechanisms of imperial state
formation prefaces the five newly commissioned case studies of the Neo-Assyrian,
Achaemenid Persian, Athenian, Roman, and Byzantine empires. A final chapter draws on the
findings of evolutionary psychology to improve our understanding of ultimate causation in
imperial predation and exploitation in a wide range of historical systems from all over the globe.
Contributors include John Haldon, Jack Goldstone, Peter Bedford, Josef Wieseh?fer, Ian
Morris, Walter Scheidel, and Keith Hopkins, whose essay on Roman political economy was
completed just before his death in 2004.
"This book is a message from autistic people to their parents, friends, teachers, coworkers and
doctors showing what life is like on the spectrum. It's also my love letter to autistic people. For
too long, we have been forced to navigate a world where all the road signs are written in
another language." With a reporter's eye and an insider's perspective, Eric Garcia shows what
it's like to be autistic across America. Garcia began writing about autism because he was
frustrated by the media's coverage of it; the myths that the disorder is caused by vaccines, the
narrow portrayals of autistic people as white men working in Silicon Valley. His own life as an
autistic person didn't look anything like that. He is Latino, a graduate of the University of North
Carolina, and works as a journalist covering politics in Washington D.C. Garcia realized he
needed to put into writing what so many autistic people have been saying for years; autism is a
part of their identity, they don't need to be fixed. In We're Not Broken, Garcia uses his own life
as a springboard to discuss the social and policy gaps that exist in supporting those on the
spectrum. From education to healthcare, he explores how autistic people wrestle with systems
that were not built with them in mind. At the same time, he shares the experiences of all types
of autistic people, from those with higher support needs, to autistic people of color, to those in
the LGBTQ community. In doing so, Garcia gives his community a platform to articulate their
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own needs, rather than having others speak for them, which has been the standard for far too
long.
Challenges the idea that Plato is a secular thinker, exploring the interaction of philosophy and
Greek religion in the dialogues.
“Stylish, smart, and scary as hell.” —Chris Bohjalian, #1 New York Times bestselling author "A
nightmarish white-knuckler." —O, The Oprah Magazine Oliver Park, a recovering addict from
Indiana, finally has everything he ever wanted: sobriety and a loving, wealthy partner in
Nathan, a prominent DC trauma surgeon. Despite their difference in age and disparate
backgrounds, they've made a perfect life together. With everything to lose, Oliver shouldn't be
visiting Haus, a gay bathhouse. But through the entrance he goes, and it's a line crossed.
Inside, he follows a man into a private room, and it's the final line. Whatever happens next,
Nathan can never know. But then, everything goes wrong, terribly wrong, and Oliver barely
escapes with his life. He races home in full-blown terror as the hand-shaped bruise grows dark
on his neck. The truth will destroy Nathan and everything they have together, so Oliver does
the thing he used to do so well: he lies. What follows is a classic runaway-train narrative, full of
the exquisite escalations, edge-of-your-seat thrills, and oh-my-god twists. P. J. Vernon's Bath
Haus is a scintillating thriller with an emotional punch, perfect for readers curious for their next
must-read novel.
Reveals the importance of a robust state dedicated to public interest and private freedom,
explaining how compromises in liberal laws favor the interests of extended family groups.
Asserts that 250 years ago, some parts of the world began to experience sustained progress,
opening up gaps and setting the stage for today's hugely unequal world and examines the
United States, a nation that has prospered but is today experiencing slower growth and
increasing inequality.
Do you have a real relationship with God, or do you just have a religion? Do you know God, or
do you just know about God? In How Big Is Your God? Paul Coutinho, SJ, challenges us to
grow stronger and deeper in our faith and in our relationship with God—a God whose love
knows no bounds. To help us on our way, Coutinho introduces us to people in various world
religions—from Hindu friends to Buddhist teachers to St. Ignatius of Loyola—who have shaped
his spiritual life and made possible his deep, personal relationship with God.
From the bestselling author of The Ascent of Money and The Square and the Tower “A
dazzling history of Western ideas.” —The Economist “Mr. Ferguson tells his story with
characteristic verve and an eye for the felicitous phrase.” —Wall Street Journal “[W]ritten with
vitality and verve . . . a tour de force.” —Boston Globe Western civilization’s rise to global
dominance is the single most important historical phenomenon of the past five centuries. How
did the West overtake its Eastern rivals? And has the zenith of Western power now passed?
Acclaimed historian Niall Ferguson argues that beginning in the fifteenth century, the West
developed six powerful new concepts, or “killer applications”—competition, science, the rule of
law, modern medicine, consumerism, and the work ethic—that the Rest lacked, allowing it to
surge past all other competitors. Yet now, Ferguson shows how the Rest have downloaded the
killer apps the West once monopolized, while the West has literally lost faith in itself.
Chronicling the rise and fall of empires alongside clashes (and fusions) of civilizations,
Civilization: The West and the Rest recasts world history with force and wit. Boldly argued and
teeming with memorable characters, this is Ferguson at his very best.
Examining nine landmark battles from ancient to modern times--from Salamis, where
outnumbered Greeks devastated the slave army of Xerxes, to Cortes’s conquest of Mexico to
the Tet offensive--Victor Davis Hanson explains why the armies of the West have been the
most lethal and effective of any fighting forces in the world. Looking beyond popular
explanations such as geography or superior technology, Hanson argues that it is in fact
Western culture and values–the tradition of dissent, the value placed on inventiveness and
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adaptation, the concept of citizenship–which have consistently produced superior arms and
soldiers. Offering riveting battle narratives and a balanced perspective that avoids simple
triumphalism, Carnage and Culture demonstrates how armies cannot be separated from the
cultures that produce them and explains why an army produced by a free culture will always
have the advantage.
Historians and archaeologists normally assume that the economies of ancient Greece and
Rome between about 1000 BC and AD 500 were distinct from those of Egypt and the Near
East. However, very different kinds of evidence survive from each of these areas, and
specialists have, as a result, developed very different methods of analysis for each region. This
book marks the first time that historians and archaeologists of Egypt, the Near East, Greece,
and Rome have come together with sociologists, political scientists, and economists, to ask
whether the differences between accounts of these regions reflect real economic differences in
the past, or are merely a function of variations in the surviving evidence and the intellectual
traditions that have grown up around it. The contributors describe the types of evidence
available and demonstrate the need for clearer thought about the relationships between
evidence and models in ancient economic history, laying the foundations for a new
comparative account of economic structures and growth in the ancient Mediterranean world.
This business classic features straight-talking advice you’ll never hear in school. Featuring a
new foreword by Ariel Emanuel and Patrick Whitesell Mark H. McCormack, one of the most
successful entrepreneurs in American business, is widely credited as the founder of the
modern-day sports marketing industry. On a handshake with Arnold Palmer and less than a
thousand dollars, he started International Management Group and, over a four-decade period,
built the company into a multimillion-dollar enterprise with offices in more than forty countries.
To this day, McCormack’s business classic remains a must-read for executives and managers
at every level. Relating his proven method of “applied people sense” in key chapters on sales,
negotiation, reading others and yourself, and executive time management, McCormack
presents powerful real-world guidance on • the secret life of a deal • management
philosophies that don’t work (and one that does) • the key to running a meeting—and how to
attend one • the positive use of negative reinforcement • proven ways to observe aggressively
and take the edge • and much more Praise for What They Don’t Teach You at Harvard
Business School “Incisive, intelligent, and witty, What They Don’t Teach You at Harvard
Business School is a sure winner—like the author himself. Reading it has taught me a
lot.”—Rupert Murdoch, executive chairman, News Corp, chairman and CEO, 21st Century Fox
“Clear, concise, and informative . . . Like a good mentor, this book will be a valuable aid
throughout your business career.”—Herbert J. Siegel, chairman, Chris-Craft Industries, Inc.
“Mark McCormack describes the approach I have personally seen him adopt, which has not
only contributed to the growth of his business, but mine as well.”—Arnold Palmer “There have
been what we love to call dynasties in every sport. IMG has been different. What this one
brilliant man, Mark McCormack, created is the only dynasty ever over all sport.”—Frank Deford,
senior contributing writer, Sports Illustrated
Why Europe Grew Rich and Asia Did Not provides a striking new answer to the classic
question of why Europe industrialised from the late eighteenth century and Asia did not.
Drawing significantly from the case of India, Prasannan Parthasarathi shows that in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries the advanced regions of Europe and Asia were more
alike than different, both characterized by sophisticated and growing economies. Their
subsequent divergence can be attributed to different competitive and ecological pressures that
in turn produced varied state policies and economic outcomes. This account breaks with
conventional views, which hold that divergence occurred because Europe possessed superior
markets, rationality, science or institutions. It offers instead a groundbreaking rereading of
global economic development that ranges from India, Japan and China to Britain, France and
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the Ottoman Empire and from the textile and coal industries to the roles of science, technology
and the state.
Shortlisted for the 2021 Booker Prize Longlisted for the 2021 National Book Award for Fiction A
heartrending new novel from the Pulitzer Prize–winning and #1 New York Times best-selling
author of The Overstory. Named one of the Most Anticipated Books of 2021 by Newsweek, Los
Angeles Times, New York Magazine, Chicago Tribune, BuzzFeed, BookPage, Goodreads,
Literary Hub, The Millions, New Statesman, and Times of London The astrobiologist Theo
Byrne searches for life throughout the cosmos while single-handedly raising his unusual nine-
year-old, Robin, following the death of his wife. Robin is a warm, kind boy who spends hours
painting elaborate pictures of endangered animals. He’s also about to be expelled from third
grade for smashing his friend in the face. As his son grows more troubled, Theo hopes to keep
him off psychoactive drugs. He learns of an experimental neurofeedback treatment to bolster
Robin’s emotional control, one that involves training the boy on the recorded patterns of his
mother’s brain… With its soaring descriptions of the natural world, its tantalizing vision of life
beyond, and its account of a father and son’s ferocious love, Bewilderment marks Richard
Powers’s most intimate and moving novel. At its heart lies the question: How can we tell our
children the truth about this beautiful, imperiled planet?
Uses four factors--energy capture per capita, organization, information technology and war-
making capacity--to attempt to show which world regions were the most powerful throughout all
of human history.
The West's two-century epoch as global powerhouse is at an end. A new world order, with
China and India as the strongest economies, dawns. How will the West react to its new status
of superpower in decline? In Kishore Mahbubani's timely polemic, he argues passionately that
the West can no longer presume to impose its ideology on the world, and crucially, that it must
stop seeking to intervene, politically and militarily, in the affairs of other nations. He examines
the West's greatest follies of recent times: the humiliation of Russia at the end of the Cold War,
which led to the rise of Putin, and the invasion of Iraq after 9/11, which destabilised the Middle
East. Yet, he argues, essential to future world peace are the Western constructs of democracy
and reason, which it must continue to promote, by diplomacy rather than force, via multilateral
institutions of global governance such as the UN. Only by recognising its changing status, and
seeking to influence rather than dominate, he warns, can the West continue to play a key
geopolitical role. 'Kishore Mahbubani might well be the most intelligent, friendly and doggedly
persistent critic of the West. In this brief book, he delivers some of his trademark analysis and
pungent observations. We should all think of it as the cold shower that is urgently needed to
revive the West' Fareed Zakaria, author of The Post-American World 'A powerful, disputatious
book. It's not comfortable reading, and it wasn't meant to be' Paul Kennedy, Director of
International Security Studies and Professor of History at Yale University
NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • A TODAY SHOW #READWITHJENNA BOOK CLUB
PICK! • The moving story of an undocumented child living in poverty in the richest country in
the world—an incandescent debut from an astonishing new talent “Heartrending, unvarnished,
and powerfully courageous, this account of growing up undocumented in America will never
leave you." —Gish Jen, author of The Resisters In Chinese, the word for America, Mei Guo,
translates directly to “beautiful country.” Yet when seven-year-old Qian arrives in New York
City in 1994 full of curiosity, she is overwhelmed by crushing fear and scarcity. In China,
Qian’s parents were professors; in America, her family is “illegal” and it will require all the
determination and small joys they can muster to survive. In Chinatown, Qian’s parents labor in
sweatshops. Instead of laughing at her jokes, they fight constantly, taking out the stress of their
new life on one another. Shunned by her classmates and teachers for her limited English, Qian
takes refuge in the library and masters the language through books, coming to think of The
Berenstain Bears as her first American friends. And where there is delight to be found, Qian
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relishes it: her first bite of gloriously greasy pizza, weekly “shopping days,” when Qian finds
small treasures in the trash lining Brooklyn’s streets, and a magical Christmas visit to
Rockefeller Center—confirmation that the New York City she saw in movies does exist after all.
But then Qian’s headstrong Ma Ma collapses, revealing an illness that she has kept secret for
months for fear of the cost and scrutiny of a doctor’s visit. As Ba Ba retreats further inward,
Qian has little to hold onto beyond his constant refrain: Whatever happens, say that you were
born here, that you’ve always lived here. Inhabiting her childhood perspective with exquisite
lyric clarity and unforgettable charm and strength, Qian Julie Wang has penned an essential
American story about a family fracturing under the weight of invisibility, and a girl coming of
age in the shadows, who never stops seeking the light.
Join the conversation . . . With more than one hundred women restaurateurs, activists, food
writers, professional chefs, and home cooks—all of whom are changing the world of food.
Featuring essays, profiles, recipes, and more, Why We Cook is curated and illustrated by
author and artist Lindsay Gardner, whose visual storytelling gifts bring nuance and insight into
their words and their work, revealing the power of food to nourish, uplift, inspire curiosity, and
effect change. “Prepare to be blown away by Lindsay Gardner’s illustrations. Her gift as an
artist is part of this fluid conversation about food with some of the most intriguing women, and
you’ll never want it to end. Why We Cook highlights our voices and varied perspectives in and
out of the kitchen and empowers us to reclaim our place in it.” —Carla Hall, chef, television
personality, and author of Carla Hall’s Soul Food “Why We Cook is a wonderful, heartwarming
antidote to these trying times, and a powerful testament to unity through food.” —Anita Lo, chef
and author of Solo and Cooking Without Borders “This book is a beautiful object, but it’s also
much more than that: an essay collection, a trove of recipes, a guidebook for how we might
use food to fight for and further justice. The women in its pages remind us that it’s in the
kitchen, in the field, and around the table that we do our most vital work as human beings—and
that, now more than ever, we must.” —Molly Wizenberg, author of A Homemade Life and The
Fixed Stars
The differences that divide West from East go deeper than politics, deeper than religion,
argues Anthony Pagden. To understand this volatile relationship, and how it has played out
over the centuries, we need to go back before the Crusades, before the birth of Islam, before
the birth of Christianity, to the fifth century BCE. Europe was born out of Asia and for centuries
the two shared a single history. But when the Persian emperor Xerxes tried to conquer Greece,
a struggle began which has never ceased. This book tells the story of that long conflict. First
Alexander the Great and then the Romans tried to unite Europe and Asia into a single
civilization. With the conversion of the West to Christianity and much of the East to Islam, a
bitter war broke out between two universal religions, each claiming world dominance. By the
seventeenth century, with the decline of the Church, the contest had shifted from religion to
philosophy: the West's scientific rationality in contrast to those sought ultimate guidance it in
the words of God. The eighteenth and nineteenth centuries witnessed the disintegration of the
great Muslim empires - the Ottoman, the Mughal, and the Safavid in Iran - and the increasing
Western domination of the whole of Asia. The resultant attempt to mix Islam and Western
modernism sparked off a struggle in the Islamic world between reformers and traditionalists
which persists to this day. The wars between East and West have not only been the longest
and most costly in human history, they have also formed the West's vision of itself as
independent, free, secular, and now democratic. They have shaped, and continue to shape,
the nature of the modern world.
The classic manifesto of the liberated woman, this book explores every facet of a woman's life.
Why the West Rules - For NowThe Patterns of History, and What They Reveal About the
FutureMcClelland & Stewart
The gripping story of how the end of the Roman Empire was the beginning of the
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modern world The fall of the Roman Empire has long been considered one of the
greatest disasters in history. But in this groundbreaking book, Walter Scheidel
argues that Rome's dramatic collapse was actually the best thing that ever
happened, clearing the path for Europe's economic rise and the creation of the
modern age. Ranging across the entire premodern world, Escape from Rome
offers new answers to some of the biggest questions in history: Why did the
Roman Empire appear? Why did nothing like it ever return to Europe? And,
above all, why did Europeans come to dominate the world? In an absorbing
narrative that begins with ancient Rome but stretches far beyond it, from
Byzantium to China and from Genghis Khan to Napoleon, Scheidel shows how
the demise of Rome and the enduring failure of empire-building on European soil
launched an economic transformation that changed the continent and ultimately
the world.
A comprehensive account of how energy has shaped society throughout history,
from pre-agricultural foraging societies through today's fossil fuel–driven
civilization. "I wait for new Smil books the way some people wait for the next 'Star
Wars' movie. In his latest book, Energy and Civilization: A History, he goes deep
and broad to explain how innovations in humans' ability to turn energy into heat,
light, and motion have been a driving force behind our cultural and economic
progress over the past 10,000 years. —Bill Gates, Gates Notes, Best Books of the
Year Energy is the only universal currency; it is necessary for getting anything
done. The conversion of energy on Earth ranges from terra-forming forces of
plate tectonics to cumulative erosive effects of raindrops. Life on Earth depends
on the photosynthetic conversion of solar energy into plant biomass. Humans
have come to rely on many more energy flows—ranging from fossil fuels to
photovoltaic generation of electricity—for their civilized existence. In this
monumental history, Vaclav Smil provides a comprehensive account of how
energy has shaped society, from pre-agricultural foraging societies through
today's fossil fuel–driven civilization. Humans are the only species that can
systematically harness energies outside their bodies, using the power of their
intellect and an enormous variety of artifacts—from the simplest tools to internal
combustion engines and nuclear reactors. The epochal transition to fossil fuels
affected everything: agriculture, industry, transportation, weapons,
communication, economics, urbanization, quality of life, politics, and the
environment. Smil describes humanity's energy eras in panoramic and
interdisciplinary fashion, offering readers a magisterial overview. This book is an
extensively updated and expanded version of Smil's Energy in World History
(1994). Smil has incorporated an enormous amount of new material, reflecting
the dramatic developments in energy studies over the last two decades and his
own research over that time.
Perceptions of time contributed to recent Western military failings The “decline of
the West” is once again a frequent topic of speculation. Often cited as one
element of the alleged decline is the succession of prolonged and unsuccessful
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wars—most notably those waged in recent decades by the United States. This
book by three Danish military experts examines not only the validity of the
speculation but also asks why the West, particularly its military effectiveness,
might be perceived as in decline. Temporality is the central concept linking a
series of structural fractures that leave the West seemingly muscle-bound:
overwhelmingly powerful in technology and military might but strategically fragile.
This temporality, the authors say, is composed of three interrelated dimensions:
trajectories, perceptions, and pace. First, Western societies to tend view time as
a linear trajectory, focusing mostly on recent and current events and leading to
the framing of history as a story of rise and decline. The authors examine
whether the inevitable fall already has happened, is underway, or is still in the
future. Perceptions of time also vary across cultures and periods, shaping socio-
political activities, including warfare. The enemy, for example, can be perceived
as belong to another time (being “backward” or “barbarian”). And war can be
seen either as cyclical or exceptional, helping frame the public’s willingness to
accept its violent and tragic consequences. The pace of war is another factor
shaping policies and actions. Western societies emphasize speed: the shorter
the war the better, even if the long-term result is unsuccessful. Ironically, one of
the Western world’s least successful wars also has been America’s longest, in
Afghanistan. This unique book is thus a critical assessment of the evolution and
future of Western military power. It contributes much-needed insight into the
potential for the West’s political and institutional renewal.
Why did British boats shoot their way up the Yangzi in 1842, rather than Chinese
ones up the Thames? Why do Easterners use English more than Europeans
speak in Mandarin or Japanese? To put it bluntly, why does the West rule? There
are two schools of thought: the 'Long-Term Lock In' theory, suggesting some sort
of inevitability, and the 'Short-Term Accident' theory. But both approaches have
misunderstood the shape of history. Ian Morris presents a startling new theory.
He explains with flair and authority why the paths of development differed in the
East and West and - analysing a vicious twist in trajectories just ahead of us -
predicts when the West's lead will come to an end. 'Here you have three books
wrapped into one: an exciting novel that happens to be true; an entertaining but
thorough historical account of everything important that happened to any
important people in the last 10 millennia; and an educated guess about what will
happen in the future. Read, learn, and enjoy!' Jared Diamond 'A great work of
synthesis and argument, drawing together an awesome range of materials and
authorities to bring us a fresh, sharp reading of East-West relationships.' Andrew
Marr
Harold James examines the vulnerability and fragility of processes of
globalization, both historically and in the present. This book applies lessons from
past breakdowns of globalization—above all in the Great Depression—to show how
financial crises provoke backlashes against global integration: against the
mobility of capital or goods, but also against flows of migration. By a parallel
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examination of the financial panics of 1929 and 1931 as well as that of 2008, he
shows how banking and monetary collapses suddenly and radically alter the
rules of engagement for every other type of economic activity. Increased calls for
state action in countercyclical fiscal policy bring demands for trade protection. In
the open economy of the twenty-first century, such calls are only viable in very
large states—probably only in the United States and China. By contrast, in smaller
countries demand trickles out of the national container, creating jobs in other
countries. The international community is thus paralyzed, and international
institutions are challenged by conflicts of interest. The book shows the looming
psychological and material consequences of an interconnected world for people
and the institutions they create.
Examining how war has positively changed our society, a renowned historian and
archaeologist tells the riveting story of 15,000 years of war, going beyond the
battles and brutality to reveal what war has really done to and for the world.
50,000 first printing.
An award-winning professor of economics at MIT and a Harvard University
political scientist and economist evaluate the reasons that some nations are poor
while others succeed, outlining provocative perspectives that support theories
about the importance of institutions.
Mainstream historical accounts of the development of capitalism describe a
process which is fundamentally European - a system that was born in the mills
and factories of England or under the guillotines of the French Revolution. In this
groundbreaking book, a very different story is told. How the West Came to Rule
offers a unique interdisciplinary and international historical account of the origins
of capitalism. It argues that contrary to the dominant wisdom, capitalism's origins
should not be understood as a development confined to the geographically and
culturally sealed borders of Europe, but the outcome of a wider array of global
processes in which non-European societies played a decisive role. Through an
outline of the uneven histories of Mongolian expansion, New World discoveries,
Ottoman-Habsburg rivalry, the development of the Asian colonies and bourgeois
revolutions, Alexander Anievas and Kerem Nisancioglu provide an account of
how these diverse events and processes came together to produce capitalism.
Collects and analyzes seventy years of communist crimes that offer details on
Kim Sung's Korea, Vietnam under "Uncle Ho," and Cuba under Castro.
A New York Times Notable Book for 2011 Sometime around 1750, English
entrepreneurs unleashed the astounding energies of steam and coal, and the
world was forever changed. The emergence of factories, railroads, and gunboats
propelled the West's rise to power in the nineteenth century, and the
development of computers and nuclear weapons in the twentieth century secured
its global supremacy. Now, at the beginning of the twenty-first century, many
worry that the emerging economic power of China and India spells the end of the
West as a superpower. In order to understand this possibility, we need to look
back in time. Why has the West dominated the globe for the past two hundred
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years, and will its power last? Describing the patterns of human history, the
archaeologist and historian Ian Morris offers surprising new answers to both
questions. It is not, he reveals, differences of race or culture, or even the strivings
of great individuals, that explain Western dominance. It is the effects of
geography on the everyday efforts of ordinary people as they deal with crises of
resources, disease, migration, and climate. As geography and human ingenuity
continue to interact, the world will change in astonishing ways, transforming
Western rule in the process. Deeply researched and brilliantly argued, Why the
West Rules—for Now spans fifty thousand years of history and offers fresh
insights on nearly every page. The book brings together the latest findings across
disciplines—from ancient history to neuroscience—not only to explain why the West
came to rule the world but also to predict what the future will bring in the next
hundred years.
A New York Times Notable Book of 2020 A Bloomberg Best Non-Fiction Book of
2020 A Behavioral Scientist Notable Book of 2020 A Human Behavior &
Evolution Society Must-Read Popular Evolution Book of 2020 A bold, epic
account of how the co-evolution of psychology and culture created the peculiar
Western mind that has profoundly shaped the modern world. Perhaps you are
WEIRD: raised in a society that is Western, Educated, Industrialized, Rich, and
Democratic. If so, you’re rather psychologically peculiar. Unlike much of the
world today, and most people who have ever lived, WEIRD people are highly
individualistic, self-obsessed, control-oriented, nonconformist, and analytical.
They focus on themselves—their attributes, accomplishments, and
aspirations—over their relationships and social roles. How did WEIRD populations
become so psychologically distinct? What role did these psychological
differences play in the industrial revolution and the global expansion of Europe
during the last few centuries? In The WEIRDest People in the World, Joseph
Henrich draws on cutting-edge research in anthropology, psychology, economics,
and evolutionary biology to explore these questions and more. He illuminates the
origins and evolution of family structures, marriage, and religion, and the
profound impact these cultural transformations had on human psychology.
Mapping these shifts through ancient history and late antiquity, Henrich reveals
that the most fundamental institutions of kinship and marriage changed
dramatically under pressure from the Roman Catholic Church. It was these
changes that gave rise to the WEIRD psychology that would coevolve with
impersonal markets, occupational specialization, and free competition—laying the
foundation for the modern world. Provocative and engaging in both its broad
scope and its surprising details, The WEIRDest People in the World explores
how culture, institutions, and psychology shape one another, and explains what
this means for both our most personal sense of who we are as individuals and
also the large-scale social, political, and economic forces that drive human
history. Includes black-and-white illustrations.
Most people in the world today think democracy and gender equality are good,
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and that violence and wealth inequality are bad. But most people who lived
during the 10,000 years before the nineteenth century thought just the opposite.
Drawing on archaeology, anthropology, biology, and history, Ian Morris explains
why. Fundamental long-term changes in values, Morris argues, are driven by the
most basic force of all: energy. Humans have found three main ways to get the
energy they need—from foraging, farming, and fossil fuels. Each energy source
sets strict limits on what kinds of societies can succeed, and each kind of society
rewards specific values. But if our fossil-fuel world favors democratic, open
societies, the ongoing revolution in energy capture means that our most
cherished values are very likely to turn out not to be useful any more. Foragers,
Farmers, and Fossil Fuels offers a compelling new argument about the evolution
of human values, one that has far-reaching implications for how we understand
the past—and for what might happen next. Originating as the Tanner Lectures
delivered at Princeton University, the book includes challenging responses by
classicist Richard Seaford, historian of China Jonathan Spence, philosopher
Christine Korsgaard, and novelist Margaret Atwood.
The Rise of the West, winner of the National Book Award for history in 1964, is
famous for its ambitious scope and intellectual rigor. In it, McNeill challenges the
Spengler-Toynbee view that a number of separate civilizations pursued
essentially independent careers, and argues instead that human cultures
interacted at every stage of their history. The author suggests that from the
Neolithic beginnings of grain agriculture to the present major social changes in all
parts of the world were triggered by new or newly important foreign stimuli, and
he presents a persuasive narrative of world history to support this claim. In a
retrospective essay titled "The Rise of the West after Twenty-five Years," McNeill
shows how his book was shaped by the time and place in which it was written
(1954-63). He discusses how historiography subsequently developed and
suggests how his portrait of the world's past in The Rise of the West should be
revised to reflect these changes. "This is not only the most learned and the most
intelligent, it is also the most stimulating and fascinating book that has ever set
out to recount and explain the whole history of mankind. . . . To read it is a great
experience. It leaves echoes to reverberate, and seeds to germinate in the
mind."—H. R. Trevor-Roper, New York Times Book Review
From bestselling author David Nasaw, a sweeping new history of the one million
refugees left behind in Germany after WWII In May 1945, after German forces
surrendered to the Allied powers, millions of concentration camp survivors,
POWs, slave laborers, political prisoners, and Nazi collaborators were left behind
in Germany, a nation in ruins. British and American soldiers attempted to
repatriate the refugees, but more than a million displaced persons remained in
Germany: Jews, Poles, Estonians, Latvians, Lithuanians, Ukrainians, and other
Eastern Europeans who refused to go home or had no homes to return to. Most
would eventually be resettled in lands suffering from postwar labor shortages, but
no nation, including the United States, was willing to accept more than a handful
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of the 200,000 to 250,000 Jewish men, women, and children who remained
trapped in Germany. When in June, 1948, the United States Congress passed
legislation permitting the immigration of displaced persons, visas were granted to
sizable numbers of war criminals and Nazi collaborators, but denied to 90% of
the Jewish displaced persons. A masterwork from acclaimed historian David
Nasaw, The Last Million tells the gripping but until now hidden story of postwar
displacement and statelessness and of the Last Million, as they crossed from a
broken past into an unknowable future, carrying with them their wounds, their
fears, their hope, and their secrets. Here for the first time, Nasaw illuminates their
incredible history and shows us how it is our history as well.
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