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Who Was Martin Luther King Jr
"[A] masterly and often riveting account of King’s ordeal and the 1960 'October Surprise' that may have altered the
course of modern American political history." —Raymond Arsenault, The New York Times Book Review (Editors' Choice)
The authors of Douglass and Lincoln present fully for the first time the story of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s imprisonment in
the days leading up to the 1960 presidential election and the efforts of three of John F. Kennedy’s civil rights staffers
who went rogue to free him—a move that changed the face of the Democratic Party and propelled Kennedy to the White
House. Less than three weeks before the 1960 presidential election, thirty-one-year-old Martin Luther King, Jr. was
arrested at a sit-in at Rich’s Department Store in Atlanta. That day would lead to the first night King had ever spent in
jail—and the time that King’s family most feared for his life. An earlier, minor traffic ticket served as a pretext for keeping
King locked up, and later for a harrowing nighttime transfer to Reidsville, the notorious Georgia state prison where Black
inmates worked on chain gangs overseen by violent white guards. While King’s imprisonment was decried as a moral
scandal in some quarters and celebrated in others, for the two presidential candidates—John F. Kennedy and Richard
Nixon—it was the ultimate October surprise: an emerging and controversial civil rights leader was languishing behind bars,
and the two campaigns raced to decide whether, and how, to respond. Stephen and Paul Kendrick’s Nine Days tells the
incredible story of what happened next. In 1960, the Civil Rights Movement was growing increasingly inventive and
energized while white politicians favored the corrosive tactics of silence and stalling—but an audacious team in the
Kennedy campaign’s Civil Rights Section (CRS) decided to act. In an election when Black voters seemed poised to split
their votes between the candidates, the CRS convinced Kennedy to agitate for King’s release, sometimes even going
behind his back in their quest to secure his freedom. Over the course of nine extraordinary October days, the leaders of
the CRS—pioneering Black journalist Louis Martin, future Pennsylvania senator Harris Wofford, and Sargent Shriver, the
founder of the Peace Corps—worked to tilt a tight election in Kennedy’s favor and bring about a revolution in party
affiliation whose consequences are still integral to the practice of politics today. Based on fresh interviews, newspaper
accounts, and extensive archival research, Nine Days is the first full recounting of an event that changed the course of
one of the closest elections in American history. Much more than a political thriller, it is also the story of the first time King
refused bail and came to terms with the dangerous course of his mission to change a nation. At once a story of electoral
machinations, moral courage, and, ultimately, the triumph of a future president’s better angels, Nine Days is a gripping
tale with important lessons for our own time.
"a quick introduction to the life of a great American" -- The New York Times An inspiring portrait of the incredible life and
lasting influence of Dr. Martin Luther King Marshall Frady, the reporter who became the unofficial chronicler of the civil
rights movement, here re-creates the life and turbulent times of its inspirational leader. Deftly interweaving the story of
King’s quest with a history of the African American struggle for equality, Frady offers fascinating insights into his
subject’s magnetic character, with its mixture of piety and ambition. He explores the complexities of King’s relationships
with other civil rights leaders, the Kennedy and Johnson administrations, and the FBI’s J. Edgar Hoover, who conducted
a relentless vendetta against him. The result is a biography that conveys not just the facts of King’s life but the power of
his legacy.
Martin Luther King, Jr., may be America’s most revered political figure, commemorated in statues, celebrations, and
street names around the world. On the fiftieth anniversary of King’s assassination, the man and his activism are as close
to public consciousness as ever. But despite his stature, the significance of King’s writings and political thought remains
underappreciated. In To Shape a New World, Tommie Shelby and Brandon Terry write that the marginalization of King’s
ideas reflects a romantic, consensus history that renders the civil rights movement inherently conservative—an effort not
at radical reform but at “living up to” enduring ideals laid down by the nation’s founders. On this view, King marshaled
lofty rhetoric to help redeem the ideas of universal (white) heroes, but produced little original thought. This failure to
engage deeply and honestly with King’s writings allows him to be conscripted into political projects he would not
endorse, including the pernicious form of “color blindness” that insists, amid glaring race-based injustice, that racism has
been overcome. Cornel West, Danielle Allen, Martha Nussbaum, Robert Gooding-Williams, and other authors join Shelby
and Terry in careful, critical engagement with King’s understudied writings on labor and welfare rights, voting rights,
racism, civil disobedience, nonviolence, economic inequality, poverty, love, just-war theory, virtue ethics, political
theology, imperialism, nationalism, reparations, and social justice. In King’s exciting and learned work, the authors find
an array of compelling challenges to some of the most pressing political dilemmas of our present, and rethink the legacy
of this towering figure.
Martin Luther King Jr. was a cautious 19-year-old rookie preacher when he left Atlanta, Georgia, to attend seminary up
north. At Crozer Theological Seminary, King, or "ML" back then, immediately found himself surrounded by a white staff
and white professors. Even his dorm room had once been used by wounded Confederate soldiers during the Civil War.
Young ML was a prankster and a late-night, chain-smoking pool player who fell in love with a white woman while facing
discrimination from students and the locals in the surrounding town of Chester, Pennsylvania. In class, ML performed
well, though he developed a habit of plagiarizing that continued throughout his academic career. In his three years at
Crozer between 1948 and 1951, King delivered dozens of sermons around the Philadelphia area, had a gun pointed at
him (twice) and eventually became student body president. These experiences shaped him into a man ready to take on
even greater challenges. The Seminarian is the first definitive, full-length account of King's years as a divinity student at
Crozer Theological Seminary. Long passed over by biographers and historians, this period in King's life is vital to
understanding the historical figure he soon became.
A collection of the most well-known and treasured writings and speeches of Dr. King, available for the first time as an
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ebook The Essential Martin Luther King, Jr. is the ultimate collection of Dr. King's most inspirational and transformative
speeches and sermons, accessibly available for the first time as an ebook. Here, in Dr. King's own words, are writings
that reveal an intellectual struggle and growth as fierce and alive as any chronicle of his political life could possibly be.
Included amongst the twenty selections are Dr. King's most influential and persuasive works such as "I Have a Dream"
and "Letter from Birmingham Jail" but also the essay "Pilgrimage to Nonviolence," and his last sermon "I See the
Promised Land," preached the day before he was assassinated. Published in honor of the 50th anniversary of the 1963
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, The Essential Martin Luther King, Jr. includes twenty selections that
celebrate the life's work of our most visionary thinkers. Collectively, they bring us Dr. King in many roles—philosopher,
theologian, orator, essayist, and author—and further cement the most powerful and enduring words of a man who touched
the conscience of the nation and world.
Explains the Afro-American's dissatisfaction with the slow progress in attaining equal rights that are long overdue
The life of civil rights activist Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is introduced in this early reader biography. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. believed it was possible to change the world with peaceful protest. His powerful words and actions helped the civil
rights movement achieve many great changes. His incredible leadership is still remembered and celebrated today.
Beginning readers will learn about the milestones in Martin Luther King Jr.’s life in this Level Two I Can Read biography,
which combines a traditional, illustrated narrative with historical photographs at the back of book—complete with a
timeline, illustrations, and interesting facts. Martin Luther King Jr.: A Peaceful Leader is a Level Two I Can Read, geared
for kids who read on their own but still need a little help.
Here is the myth-shattering expose which reveals the truth behind the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr."Dramatic new evidence confirming the innocence of James Earl Ray and identifying the actual killers of Martin Luther
King, Jr". -- Executive Intelligence Review. Shocking and controversial revelations from James Earl Ray's attorney. On
April 4th, 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. stepped out onto the balcony of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee,
and into his killer's line of fire. One shot ended Dr. King's life and forever changed the course of American history -setting into motion a massive cover-up that has withstood a quarter-century of scrutiny. Now, after 18 years of intensive
investigation, William F. Pepper tears away the veil of subterfuge that has hidden the truth of King's death -- proving the
innocence of convicted assassin James Earl Ray and revealing the evil conspiracy behind the murder of our nation's
greatest civil rights leader. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of
books for readers interested in history--books about World War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK
assassination, conspiracies, the American Civil War, the American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings, ancient Rome,
medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or
a national bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose work
might not otherwise find a home.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was one of the most influential leaders in American history. After completing his studies as a
young adult, he began leading Civil Rights marches and giving powerfully influential speeches to Americans such as his I
Have a Dream speech. Martin's hope was that all Americans would come together to work for freedom and equality.
Through struggles and oppositions, Martin transformed his dream of equality into a law of equality and integration. Martin
Luther King Jr. changed the course of history and the lives of millions of Americans, his influence is still felt today and he
is forever regarded as an American hero.
Who Was Martin Luther King, Jr.?
Martin Luther King, Jr. was a central figure in the Civil Rights movement and a leading advocate of non-violence.
Collected here are more than 75 quotations from the inspiring speaker.
From Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s daughter, Dr. Bernice A. King: “My father’s dream continues to live on from generation
to generation, and this beautiful and powerful illustrated edition of his world-changing "I Have a Dream" speech brings his
inspiring message of freedom, equality, and peace to the youngest among us—those who will one day carry his dream
forward for everyone.” On August 28, 1963, on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial during the March on Washington,
Martin Luther King gave one of the most powerful and memorable speeches in our nation's history. His words, paired
with Caldecott Honor winner Kadir Nelson's magificent paintings, make for a picture book certain to be treasured by
children and adults alike. The themes of equality and freedom for all are not only relevant today, 50 years later, but also
provide young readers with an important introduction to our nation's past.
As the Black Lives Matter movement gains momentum, and books like Ta-Nehisi Coates's Between the World and Me
and Claudia Rankine's Citizen swing national attention toward the racism and violence that continue to poison our
communities, it's as urgent now as ever to celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr., whose insistence on equality and peace
defined the Civil Rights Movement and forever changed the course of American history. This collection ranges from an
early 1961 interview in which King describes his reasons for joining the ministry (after considering medicine), to a 1964
conversation with Robert Penn Warren, to his last interview, which was conducted on stage at the convention of the
Rabbinical Assembly, just ten days before King's assassination. Timely, poignant, and inspiring, Martin Luther King, Jr.:
The Last Interview is an essential addition to the Last Interview series.
The first collection of King’s essential writings for high school students and young people A Time to Break Silence
presents Martin Luther King, Jr.'s most important writings and speeches—carefully selected by teachers across a variety
of disciplines—in an accessible and user-friendly volume. Now, for the first time, teachers and students will be able to
access Dr. King's writings not only electronically but in stand-alone book form. Arranged thematically in five parts, the
collection includes nineteen selections and is introduced by award-winning author Walter Dean Myers. Included are some
of Dr. King’s most well-known and frequently taught classic works, including “Letter from Birmingham Jail” and “I Have
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a Dream,” as well as lesser-known pieces such as “The Sword that Heals” and “What Is Your Life’s Blueprint?” that
speak to issues young people face today.
Presents the life, words, and principles of the noted civil rights worker through extensive quotations from his speeches
and writings.
Bring history home and meet some of the world's greatest game changers! Get inspired by the true story of the civil rights
leader whose peaceful fight for justice still motivates people today. This biography series is for kids who loved Who Was?
and are ready for the next level. On August 28, 1963, Martin Luther King Jr. spoke to more than 250,000 people in
Washington, DC about his dream of racial equality. His message of peaceful protest inspired a generation to stand up for
their rights. Find out how a boy who was not allowed to go to school or the movies with white people blazed a trail in civil
rights. Trailblazers is a biography series that celebrates the lives of amazing pioneers, past and present, from all over the
world. Get inspired by more Trailblazers: Neil Armstrong, Jackie Robinson, Jane Goodall, Harriet Tubman, Albert
Einstein, Beyoncé, and Simone Biles. What kind of trail will you blaze?
A poignant account of the author's brief years shared with his civil rights leader father offers insight into their special bond, their
separation during Dr. King's imprisonment and the author's 5-year-old witness to the famous "I Have a Dream" speech.
Learn about the life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. with this revised edition of the popular Random House Step Up(TM) Biography of
the great civil-rights leader and advocate for peaceful resistance --includes new text and additional dynamic photos. Perfect for
reading level: 2.2. When Martin Luther King Jr., was growing up, he wasn't allowed to use the water fountains the white children
drank from--and he didn't understand why. As he grew older, he studied hard and practiced speaking to large groups. He marched
and petitioned to change laws that separated blacks from whites. As the leader of America's civil rights movement, he
inspired--and continues to inspire--millions of people to help change this country for the better. For over half a century, Landmark
Books have been an important part of children's libraries. Hailed as the first historical series for kids, Landmark Books show us
where we've been and where we're going.
Peter Ling’s acclaimed biography of Martin Luther King Jr provides a thorough re-examination of both the man and the Civil
Rights Movement, showing how King grew into his leadership role and kept his faith as the challenges facing the movement
strengthened after 1965. Ling combines a detailed narrative of Martin Luther King’s life with the key historiographical debates
surrounding him and places both within the historical context of the Civil Rights Movement. This fully revised and updated second
edition includes an extended look at Black Power and a detailed analysis of the memorialization of King since his death, including
President Obama’s 50th anniversary address, and how conservative spokesmen have tried to appropriate King as an advocate of
colour-blindness. Drawing on the wide-ranging and changing scholarship on the Civil Rights Movement, this volume condenses
research previously scattered across a larger literature. Peter Ling's crisp and fluent style captures the drama, irony and pathos of
King's life and provides an excellent introduction for students and others interested in King, the Civil Rights movement, and
America in the 1960s.
One of the most infamous and devastating assassinations in American history, the murder of civil rights leader Martin Luther King
Jr., was also one of the most quickly resolved by authorities: James Earl Ray was convicted of the crime less than a year after it
occurred. Yet, did they catch the right person? Or was Ray framed by President Lyndon B Johnson and FBI Director J Edgar
Hoover? In Who REALLY Killed Martin Luther King, Jr.?, Phillip F. Nelson explores the tactics used by the FBI to portray Ray as a
southern racist and stalker of King. He shows that early books on King’s death were written for the very purpose of “disinforming” the American public, at the behest of the FBI and CIA, and are filled with proven lies and distortions. As Nelson
methodically exposes the original constructed false narrative as the massive deceit that it was, he presents a revised and
corrected account in its place, based upon proven facts that exonerate James Earl Ray. Nelson’s account is supplemented by
several authors, including Harold Weisberg, Mark Lane, Dick Gregory, John Avery Emison, Philip Melanson, and William F.
Pepper. Nelson also posits numerous instances of how government investigators—the FBI originally, then the Department of
Justice in 1976, the House Select Committee on Assassinations investigators in 1978 and the DOJ again in 2000—deliberately
avoided pursuing any and all leads which pointed toward Ray’s innocence.
A revealing collection that restores Dr. King as being every bit as radical as Malcolm X “The radical King was a democratic
socialist who sided with poor and working people in the class struggle taking place in capitalist societies. . . . The response of the
radical King to our catastrophic moment can be put in one word: revolution—a revolution in our priorities, a reevaluation of our
values, a reinvigoration of our public life, and a fundamental transformation of our way of thinking and living that promotes a
transfer of power from oligarchs and plutocrats to everyday people and ordinary citizens. . . . Could it be that we know so little of
the radical King because such courage defies our market-driven world?” —Cornel West, from the Introduction Every year, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., is celebrated as one of the greatest orators in US history, an ambassador for nonviolence who became
perhaps the most recognizable leader of the civil rights movement. But after more than forty years, few people appreciate how
truly radical he was. Arranged thematically in four parts, The Radical King includes twenty-three selections, curated and introduced
by Dr. Cornel West, that illustrate King’s revolutionary vision, underscoring his identification with the poor, his unapologetic
opposition to the Vietnam War, and his crusade against global imperialism. As West writes, “Although much of America did not
know the radical King—and too few know today—the FBI and US government did. They called him ‘the most dangerous man in
America.’ . . . This book unearths a radical King that we can no longer sanitize.”
Discover the life of Martin Luther King Jr--a story for kids ages 6 to 9 about standing up for civil rights Martin Luther King Jr
became one of the most important civil rights leaders in America by fighting for equality for black people. Before he made history
with his powerful speeches and peaceful protests, Martin was a dedicated, smart kid who loved to learn. He challenged racism and
overcame hardships to follow his passion and do the right thing. Of all the Martin Luther King Jr books for kids, this one really
helps you explore how Martin went from being a kid with a dream to an outstanding leader who made America a better place for
everyone. How will his life inspire you to do what's right? All Martin Luther King Jr books for kids should include: Path to
power--Unlike other Martin Luther King Jr books for kids, this one has a visual timeline so you can see Martin's progress through
life. Word definitions--This standout among Martin Luther King Jr books for kids has a helpful glossary for the more advanced
words and ideas inside. Lasting change--Everything that Martin Luther King Jr books for kids should be, this book explains how
Martin made the world a better place for future generations. If you've been searching for Martin Luther King Jr books for kids that
Page 3/5

Online Library Who Was Martin Luther King Jr
have beautiful illustrations and easy-to-read chapters, look no further--this one has it all!
Follow the inspiring life of Martin Luther King, Jr., in a moving, vital, and informative book by an author and an illustrator with close
ties to Dr. King’s family. Martin Luther King devoted his life to helping people, first as a Baptist minister and scholar and later as
the foremost leader in the African-American civil rights movement. An organizer of the Montgomery bus boycott and cofounder of
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Dr. King won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 for combating racial inequality
through nonviolent resistance. As a result of his actions, the United States Congress passed the historic Civil Rights Act of 1968.
Originally published in 1964 , this book’s powerful story and important message remain as relevant today as they were more than
fifty years ago. With a new foreword by the author’s wife, Xernona Clayton, the text has been reviewed and updated for a new
generation and features striking new illustrations by illustrator Donald Bermudez.
This profile of the martyred civil rights leader discusses the life and achievements of Martin Luther King, Jr., his struggle to gain
equality for all Americans--regardless of ethnic background--and his use of peaceful resistance as an effective measure.
Martin Luther King Jr. was an influential and inspiring leader of the Civil Rights Movement in the 1950s and 1960s. His life, work, and death
are brought to life for readers like never before.
This definitive picture book biography of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is an unforgettable portrait of a man whose dream changed America--and
the world--forever.
We can all be heroes. That's the inspiring message of this New York Times Bestselling picture book biography series from historian and
author Brad Meltzer. Even as a child, Martin Luther King, Jr. was shocked by the terrible and unfair way African-American people were
treated. When he grew up, he decided to do something about it--peacefully, with powerful words. He helped gather people together for
nonviolent protests and marches, and he always spoke up about loving other human beings and doing what's right. He spoke about the
dream of a kinder future, and bravely led the way toward racial equality in America. This lively, New York Times Bestselling biography series
inspires kids to dream big, one great role model at a time. You'll want to collect each book.
Introducing the latest addition to the Who HQ program: board book biographies of relevant and important figures, created specifically for the
preschool audience! The #1 New York Times Bestselling Who Was? series expands into the board book space, bringing age-appropriate
biographies of influential figures to readers ages 2-4. The chronology and themes of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s meaningful life are presented
in a masterfully succinct text, with just a few sentences per page. The fresh, stylized illustrations are sure to captivate young readers and
adults alike. With a read-aloud biographical summary in the back, this age-appropriate introduction honors and shares the life and work of
one of the most influential civil rights activists of our time.
With knowledge, spirit, good humor, and passion, THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. brings to life a remarkable man
whose thoughts and actions speak to our most burning contemporary issues and still inspire the desires, hopes, and dreams of us all. Written
in his own words, this history-making autobiography is Martin Luther King: the mild-mannered, inquisitive child and student who chafed under
and eventually rebelled against segregation; the dedicated young minister who continually questioned the depths of his faith and the limits of
his wisdom; the loving husband and father who sought to balance his family's needs with those of a growing, nationwide movement; and the
reflective, world-famous leader who was fired by a vision of equality for people everywhere. Relevant and insightful, THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY
OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. offers King's seldom disclosed views on some of the world's greatest and most controversial figures: John
F. Kennedy, Malcolm X, Lyndon B. Johnson, Mahatma Gandhi, and Richard Nixon. It also paints a rich and moving portrait of a people, a
time, and a nation in the face of powerful change. Finally, it shows how everyday Americans from all walks of life confronted themselves,
each other, and the burden of the past-and how their fears and courage helped shape our future.
With imagination and power, the award-winning Pinkney duo celebrates MLK's nonviolent struggle for civil rights -- as he transforms America
through the spirit of love.
An introduction to the life Martin Luther King, Jr. Including how he organized the Montgomery Bus Boycott and African American people
across the country in support of the right to vote, desegregation, and other basic civil rights.
Profiles the civil rights leader, discussing his career as a pastor, his fight for African American rights, and his legacy.

The classic collection of Dr. King’s sermons that fuse his Christian teachings with his radical ideas of love and
nonviolence as a means to combat hate and oppression. As Martin Luther King, Jr., prepared for the Birmingham
campaign in early 1963, he drafted the final sermons for Strength to Love, a volume of his most well known homilies.
King had begun working on the sermons during a fortnight in jail in July 1962. While behind bars, he spent uninterrupted
time preparing the drafts for works such as “Loving Your Enemies” and “Shattered Dreams,” and he continued to edit
the volume after his release. Strength to Love includes these classic sermons selected by Dr. King. Collectively they
present King’s fusion of Christian teachings and social consciousness and promote his prescient vision of love as a
social and political force for change.
Originally published in 1964, this book's powerful story and message remain as relevant today as they were more than
50 years ago. With a new Foreword by the author's widow, the text has been updated for a new generation and features
striking new illustrations by Bermudez. Full color. 6 x 7 13/16.
"...school and public librarians will want to include this in their collections. The audio version...will be in great demand." School Library Journal
"We've got some difficult days ahead," civil rights activist Martin Luther King, Jr., told a crowd gathered at Memphis's
Clayborn Temple on April 3, 1968. "But it really doesn't matter to me now because I've been to the mountaintop. . . . And
I've seen the promised land. I may not get there with you. But I want you to know tonight that we as a people will get to
the promised land." These prohetic words, uttered the day before his assassination, challenged those he left behind to
see that his "promised land" of racial equality became a reality; a reality to which King devoted the last twelve years of his
life. These words and other are commemorated here in the only major one-volume collection of this seminal twentiethcentury American prophet's writings, speeches, interviews, and autobiographical reflections. A Testament of Hope
contains Martin Luther King, Jr.'s essential thoughts on nonviolence, social policy, integration, black nationalism, the
ethics of love and hope, and more.
Combining the latest insights from KIng biographies and movement histories, this book provides an up-to-date critical
analysis of the relationship between King and the wider civil rights movement. Delivering a fresh perspective on the
relationship between 'the man and the movement', Kirk argues that it is the interactionbetween national and local
movement concerns that is essential to understanding King's leadership and black activism in the 1950s and 1960s. Kirk
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examines King's strengths and his limitations, and weighs the role that king played in then movement alongside the
contributions of other civil rights organizations and leaders, and local civil rights activists. Suitable for undergraduate
courses in 20th century US history.
A biography of a man who dedicated his life to the cause of civil rights, which also reexamines unanswered questions
concerning his assassination.
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