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Who Was Joan Of Arc
Places the life of the fifteenth-century girl who has
become a French national symbol within the social,
religious, and political context of her time.
Who Was Joan of Arc?Penguin
This historical novel purportedly written by Joan's
longtime friend -- Sieur Louis de Conte -- discloses
Twain's unrestrained admiration for the French
heroine's nobility of character.
Warrior, martyr, saint: Joan of Arc has captivated
imaginations around the world for centuries. The
legendary heroine of a tumultuous episode from the
Hundred Years' War, Joan led the French army to
triumph over the English at the Siege of Orléans in
1429. Two years later the 19-year-old was captured
by the enemy and their French collaborators,
charged with heresy, and burned at the stake — the
end of her life but the beginning of her enduring
fame. This expertly translated and lavishly illustrated
biography traces The Maid of Orléans' progress from
ordinary peasant girl to seer of mystic visions to
savior of France. Forty full-page color plates by
French artist and illustrator O. D. V. Guillonnet
enhance historian Frantz Funck-Brentano's highly
readable narrative. Originally published in 1912 as
part of a series of young adult biographies of French
leaders, this beautiful and inspiring book will enchant
readers of all ages.
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Vita Sackville-West wrote Saint Joan of Arc in 1936
at the age of forty-four, and had, at that point,
already been writing for thirty years. At fourteen,
Sackville-West published her first book, and at
fourteen Joan of Arc first heard the voices. Joan was
seventeen when she took command of the armies of
France--a peasant girl in the early fifteenth century in
charge of a nation's forces. At nineteen she was
captured by the British and tried as a witch by a
church court. Before her twentieth birthday she was
burned at the stake. In 1920 she was canonized by
the Roman Catholic Church as a saint. In a clever,
brisk voice, Vita Sackville-West tells the triumphant
story of a French peasant girl raised in a country torn
apart by the Hundred Years' War who rose from
poverty to military greatness. With dazzling insight
and clarity, Sackville-West breathes new life into
Joan of Arc's beautiful and tragic story.
This volume of original essays employs the latest
tools of historical analysis, literary criticism, and
feminist inquiry to reval why Joan of Arc was such an
important figure.
The girl who led an army. The peasant who crowned
a king. The maid who became a legend.
No historical figure’s life story offers a more
intriguing and insightful look at a specific moment in
French, and European, history than that of Joan of
Arc. Over the course of a biography that sadly lasts
just nineteen years, Joan of Arc completely altered
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the course of the Hundred Year’s War. Acting on the
counsel of divine voices, Joan left her small village
behind, swapped her peasant dress for a suit of
armor, and transformed herself into a revered
military leader. From her first miracle, freeing the
besieged city of Orléans, to her finest moment,
leading King Charles VII to Reims for his coronation,
the Maid of Orléans stunned the world with her
courage, her goodness, and her faith. Inside you will
read about... ? A Peasant Girl ? The Voices in
Joan’s Head ? The Virgin and the Dauphin ? Joan
Joins the Battle ? The Inevitable Fall ? A Prisoner of
War ? The Savior of France Meets Her End at the
Stake And much more! Ultimately, Joan of Arc was
burned at the stake for her insistence that she
received counsel from God but what she achieved
as a result of this guidance is a truly incredible story.
Joan of Arc was declared a saint in 1920 by Pope
Benedict XV, who called her a "most brilliantly
shining light of God." From her story emerges a
persona that millions, Catholics and non-Catholics
alike, have come to regard as the embodiment of
courage and faith.
A biography of the fifteenth-century peasant girl who
led a French army to victory against the English,
witnessed the crowning of King Charles VII, and was
later burned at the stake for witchcraft.
In a distinguished English translation, the bestselling
French book now considered the standard biography
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of Joan published just in time for the upcoming film
by Luc Besson.
Documents the life of the fifteenth-century French
teenage peasant who led an army into battle and
became a saint.
The only available source for the exact words of
Joan of Arc, compiled from the transcript of her trials
and rearranged as an autobiography by Willard
Trask.
It began with voices--St. Michael, St. Catherine, and
St. Margaret speaking to an ordinary farmer's
daughter. Inspired to aid the future King Charles VII,
whose right to the throne had been denied by the
English in the Hundred Years War, Joan of Arc
made her journey clad in male attire. Theologians
testified to the veracity of her divine claims, and she
was furnished with a host of troops. But how did she
achieve the military feats that made her a legend?
Stephen W. Richey offers a unique look at this
remarkable woman. Joan of Arc rapidly matured into
a true battle commander who spoke forcefully in war
councils, made decisions, and gave orders that were
obeyed--resulting in a stunning series of victories for
her army. She achieved this feat by virtue of her
unschooled but intuitive genius for war, a charismatic
personality that inspired her soldiers to heroic feats,
and her ability to exploit a unique set of lucky
circumstances.
The interaction of poetry and politics has shaped Joan
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into a transnational myth dedicated to the most
contradictory causes. No other character has inspired a
more impressive list of writers, but no other myth
possesses the malleability required to serve rival camps.
Whatever their distortions of fact for art's sake, these
famed authors deployed an extensive knowledge of
known records. The quality of the exchanges between
the best creative and philosophical minds of preceding
centuries, their capacity for reading, range of interests,
literary judgment, critical shrewdness, all offer priceless
models of investigation for our times. A close inquiry into
the makings of the legendary heroine brings to light
various false impressions still endorsed today by a
number of noteworthy historians and literary critics. This
collection of essays, updated for the English language
edition, follows Joan of Arc in the Western
consciousness, throughout the chain of texts, fictions,
comments, from the time of her launching into celebrity
by Jean Gerson and Christine de Pizan to the most
recent stage and film versions. D. Goy-Blanquet
investigates the exchanges between England, France
and Germany, down to Joan's nationalisation by
Michelet. Francoise Michaud-Frejaville studies, through
little known seventeenth-century versions, a period of
decline in the heroine's popularity, with Jean Chapelain's
much decried Pucelle at its lowest ebb. Nadia Margolis
picks up the thread from Michelet to explore the
background of frenzied political quarrels, and personal
self-identifications, for possession of the nineteenthcentury heroine, down to their ultimate appropriation, that
by the National Front. Jacques Darras questions Peguy
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and the warmongers who used Joan as a firebrand
against pacifists like Jean Jaures, down to the singular
fate of Anouilh's L'Alouette, and beyond them the
nationalistic strains which continue to infect the French
political scene. An essay composed especially for this
There are volumes on the story of Saint Joan of Arc
(even by famous Protestant authors), but can you
imagine a better version than the documentation by one
of the greatest Catholic authors of this century, Hilaire
Belloc. In his characteristic style, Belloc carefully tells the
complete story in the most compelling manner. A great
story, a great saint, a great author. You won't be able to
set it down, a Catholic treasure. Gold embossed cloth.
“Attention, ‘Game of Thrones’ fans: The most enjoyably
sensational aspects of medieval politics—double-crosses,
ambushes, bizarre personal obsessions, lunacy and
naked self-interest—are in abundant evidence in Nancy
Goldstone's The Maid and the Queen.” (Laura Miller,
Salon.com) Politically astute, ambitious, and beautiful,
Yolande of Aragon, queen of Sicily, was one of the most
powerful women of the Middle Ages. Caught in the
complex dynastic battle of the Hundred Years War,
Yolande championed the dauphin's cause against the
forces of England and Burgundy, drawing on her savvy,
her statecraft, and her intimate network of spies. But the
enemy seemed invincible. Just as French hopes
dimmed, an astonishingly courageous young woman
named Joan of Arc arrived from the farthest recesses of
the kingdom, claiming she carried a divine message-a
message that would change the course of history and
ultimately lead to the coronation of Charles VII and the
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triumph of France. Now, on the six hundredth
anniversary of the birth of Joan of Arc, this fascinating
book explores the relationship between these two
remarkable women, and deepens our understanding of
this dramatic period in history. How did an illiterate
peasant girl gain access to the future king of France,
earn his trust, and ultimately lead his forces into battle?
Was it only the hand of God that moved Joan of Arc-or
was it also Yolande of Aragon?
Joan of Arc was born in a small French village during the
worst period of the Hundred Years' War. For
generations, France had been besieged by the British. At
age 11, Joan began to see religious visions telling her to
join forces with the King of France. By the time she was
a teenager, she was leading troops into battle in the
name of her country. Though she was captured and
executed for her beliefs, Joan of Arc became a Catholic
saint and has since captured the world's imagination.
A colorfully illustrated, pocket-size picture book
biography of martyr and Roman Catholic saint, Joan of
Arc. Joan of Arc was a teenager known for her
instrumental role in the Hundred Years' War between the
rulers of France and England. Guided by religious
visions, she fearlessly helped King Charles VII win back
the French throne from the British. After being captured
and burned at the stake, she was declared a martyr and
canonized as a saint in the Roman Catholic church. Joan
of Arc is a national heroine and patron saint, as her
legend remains popular and fascinating to this day.
About the Pocket Bios series: Pocket Bios are full of
personality, introducing readers to fascinating figures
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from history with simple storytelling and cheerful
illustrations. Titles include men and women from history,
exploration, the sciences, the arts, the ancient world, and
more. Looking for biographies about women in history?
Don't miss the Pocket Bios about Princess Diana,
Cleopatra, Coco Chanel, Rosa Parks, Marie Antoinette,
and Pocahontas.
This sourcebook collects together for the first time in
English the major documents relating to the life and
contemporary reputation of Joan of Arc. Also known as
La Pucelle, she led a French Army against the English in
1429, arguably turning the course of the war in favour of
the French king Charles VII. The fact that she achieved
all of this when just a seventeen-year-old peasant girl
highlights the magnitude of her achievements and also
opens up other ways of looking at her story. For many,
Joan represents the voice of ordinary people in the
fifteenth century; the victims of high politics and warfare
that devastated France. Her story ended tragically in
1431 when she was put on trial for heresy and sorcery
by an ecclesiastical court and was burned at the stake.
This book shows how the trial, which was organised by
her enemies, provides an important window into late
medieval attitudes towards religion and gender, as Joan
was effectively persecuted by the established Church for
her supposedly non-conformist views on spirituality and
the role of women. Presented within a contextual and
critical framework, this book encourages scholars and
students to rethink this remarkable story. It will be
invaluable reading for those working in the fields of
medieval society and heresy, as well as the Hundred
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Years’ War.
Drawing on letters and testimony presented at Joan's
trial, presents a simply told narrative of the remarkable
peasant girl who took command of French forces and
drove the English from the city of Orleans, but was
burned at the stake as a heretic.
Nicholas Flamel appeared in J.K. Rowling’s Harry
Potter—but did you know he really lived? And he might
still be alive today! Discover the truth in Michael Scott’s
New York Times bestselling series the Secrets of the
Immortal Nicholas Flamel with The Death of Joan of Arc,
an ebook original. In this never-before-seen lost story,
Joan of Arc was not burned at the stake in Rouen,
France in 1431. She was rescued from certain death by
Scathach the Warrior. The truth about that day is
revealed in the last will and testament of William of York,
and it will leave you wondering: does Joan of Arc still
walk the earth? “Fans of adventure fantasies like Rick
Riordan’s Percy Jackson and the Olympians series will
eat this one up.” —VOYA Read the whole series! The
Alchemyst The Magician The Sorceress The
Necromancer The Warlock The Enchantress
In this book, Gail Orgelfinger examines the ways in
which English historians and illustrators depicted Joan of
Arc over a period of four hundred years, from her capture
in 1429 to the early nineteenth century. The variety of
epithets attached to Joan of Arc—from “witch” and
“Medean virago” to “missioned Maid” and “shepherd’s
child”—attests to England’s complicated relationship with
the saint. While portrayals of Joan in English popular
culture evolved over the centuries, they do not follow a
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straightforward trajectory from vituperation to adulation.
Focusing primarily on descriptions of Joan’s captivity,
trial, and execution, this study shows how the exigencies
of politics and the demands of genre shaped English
retellings of her military successes, gender
transgressions, and execution at the hands of her
English enemies. Orgelfinger’s research illuminates how
and why English writers and artists used the memory of
Joan of Arc to grapple with issues such as England’s
relationship with France, emerging protofeminism in the
early modern era, and the sense of national guilt over
her execution. A systematic analysis of Joan’s English
historiography in its political and social contexts, this
volume sheds light on four centuries of English thought
on Joan of Arc. It will be welcomed by specialist and
general readers alike, especially those interested in
women’s studies.
One feels closer to Joan in these pages than in any
modern biographies.--Saturday Review
From the author of the acclaimed She-Wolves, the
complex, surprising, and engaging story of one of the
most remarkable women of the medieval world—as never
told before. Helen Castor tells afresh the gripping story of
the peasant girl from Domremy who hears voices from
God, leads the French army to victory, is burned at the
stake for heresy, and eventually becomes a saint. But
unlike the traditional narrative, a story already shaped by
the knowledge of what Joan would become and told in
hindsight, Castor’s Joan of Arc: A History takes us back
to fifteenth century France and tells the story forwards.
Instead of an icon, she gives us a living, breathing
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woman confronting the challenges of faith and doubt, a
roaring girl who, in fighting the English, was also taking
sides in a bloody civil war. We meet this extraordinary
girl amid the tumultuous events of her extraordinary
world where no one—not Joan herself, nor the people
around her—princes, bishops, soldiers, or peasants—knew
what would happen next. Adding complexity, depth, and
fresh insight into Joan’s life, and placing her actions in
the context of the larger political and religious conflicts of
fifteenth century France, Joan of Arc: A History is history
at its finest and a surprising new portrait of this
remarkable woman. Joan of Arc: A History features an
8-page color insert.
A biography of this enduring figure searches for reasons
why this failed soldier and executed heretic has survived
in the consciousness of Western Civilization.
Both a revered heroine and Catholic saint, Joan of Arc
played a prominent part in the Hundred Years' War, and
is remembered for her bravery both on and off the
battlefield. In this title, students will discover the historical
backdrop of the time in which Joan of Arc led the French
army to victory, and will look at her continued
prominence as both a religious and historical figure.
"David Elliott explores how Joan of Arc changed the
course of history and remains a figure of fascination
centuries after her extraordinary life and death in a fiery,
evocative novel-in-verse."--Provided by publisher.

Examines the life of Joan of Arc and explores the
meaning of Joan both to her contemporaries and
succeeding generations--Joan as hero, prophet,
heretic, androgyne, harlot, and saint
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Presents the life of the saint who heard voices that
she believed were from God instructing her to save
France from the English.
Joan of Arc is an unusual saint. Canonized in 1920
as a virgin, she died in 1431 as a condemned
heretic. Uneducated, militant, and youthful, she
obeyed 'Voices' that counselled her to pursue an
unprecedented vocation. The various trial records
provide a wealth of evidence about how Joan and
others understood her spiritual life. This collection
explores multiple facets of Joan's prayerful life. Twothirds of the essays focus on Joan in her own time;
the later chapters study Joan's formative influence
upon modern women. Taken together, these essays
offer new perspectives on the heroism of Joan's
original way of sanctity.
"A master of the story form" (The New York Times)
offers a fresh, revealing portrait of the legendary
saint Celebrated novelist Mary Gordon brings Joan
of Arc alive as a complex figure full of contradictions
and desires, as well as spiritual devotion. A humble
peasant girl, Joan transformed herself into the
legendary Maid of Orléans, knight, martyr, and saint.
Following the voice of God, she led an army to
victory and crowned the king of France, only to be
captured and burned at the stake as a heretic—all by
the age of nineteen. Gordon does more than tell this
gripping story—she explores Joan's mystery and the
many facets of her inspiring life.
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No account is more critical to our understanding of
Joan of Arc than the contemporary record of her trial
in 1431. Convened at Rouen and directed by bishop
Pierre Cauchon, the trial culminated in Joan's public
execution for heresy. The trial record, which
sometimes preserves Joan's very words, unveils her
life, character, visions, and motives in fascinating
detail. Here is one of our richest sources for the life
of a medieval woman. This new translation, the first
in fifty years, is based on the full record of the trial
proceedings in Latin. Recent scholarship dates this
text to the year of the trial itself, thereby lending it a
greater claim to authority than had traditionally been
assumed. Contemporary documents copied into the
trial furnish a guide to political developments in
Joan's career—from her capture to the attempts to
control public opinion following her execution. Daniel
Hobbins sets the trial in its legal and historical
context. In exploring Joan's place in fifteenth-century
society, he suggests that her claims to divine
revelation conformed to a recognizable profile of holy
women in her culture, yet Joan broke this mold by
embracing a military lifestyle. By combining the roles
of visionary and of military leader, Joan astonished
contemporaries and still fascinates us today.
Obscured by the passing of centuries and distorted
by the lens of modern cinema, the story of the
historical Joan of Arc comes vividly to life once
again.
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The profoundly inspiring and fully documented saga
of Joan of Arc, the young peasant girl whose
"voices" moved her to rally the French nation and a
reluctant king against British invaders in 1428, has
fascinated artistic figures as diverse as William
Shakespeare, Mark Twain, Voltaire, George Bernard
Shaw, Bertolt Brecht, Carl Dreyer, and Robert
Bresson. Was she a divinely inspired saint? A
schizophrenic? A demonically possessed heretic, as
her persecutors and captors tried to prove? Every
era must retell and reimagine the Maid of Orleans's
extraordinary story in its own way, and in Joan of
Arc: A Life Transfigured, the superb novelist and
memoirist Kathryn Harrison gives us a Joan for our
time—a shining exemplar of unshakable faith,
extraordinary courage, and self-confidence during a
brutally rigged ecclesiastical inquisition and in the
face of her death by burning. Deftly weaving
historical fact, myth, folklore, artistic representations,
and centuries of scholarly and critical interpretation
into a compelling narrative, she restores Joan of Arc
to her rightful position as one of the greatest
heroines in all of human history.
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