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What Was The Underground Railroad
This up-to-date compilation details the most significant stops along the Underground
Railroad. • Approximately 75 A–Z entries cover the most significant stations on the
Underground Railroad • Illustrations and maps help readers envision routes and
strategies of railroad "conductors" • Interactive sidebars offer a firsthand glimpse into
the arduous nature of Underground Railroad journeys, the decisions made, and the
plans involved • Primary source letters and diary entries detail actual incidents that took
place • A chronology includes important events related to the Underground Railroad
from the Colonial Period to the Civil War • Suggested reading sections after each entry
and a general print and nonprint bibliography act as a guide for further research
"No one knows where the term "Underground Railroad" came from--there were no
trains or tracks, only abolitionist "conductors" who helped bring an estimated 100,000
slaves to freedom through elaborate routes that included "stations," safe houses where
fugitives could rest before moving on, and a system of codes and signals used to
identify friend from foe. Including real stories from the "Railroad," What Was the
Underground Railroad? will capture young readers' hearts: there are close calls with
bounty hunters, exhausting struggles on the road, and unending sacrifices slaves made
for freedom. With 80 black-and-white illustrations throughout and a sixteen-page black-
and-white photo insert, the Underground Railroad comes alive!"--
A riveting collection of the hardships, hairbreadth escapes, and mortal struggles of
enslaved people seeking freedom: These are the true stories of the Underground
Railroad. Featuring a powerful introduction by Ta-Nehisi Coates As a conductor for the
Underground Railroad--the covert resistance network created to aid and protect slaves
seeking freedom--William Still helped as many as eight hundred people escape
enslavement. He also meticulously collected the letters, biographical sketches, arrival
memos, and ransom notes of the escapees. The Underground Railroad Records is an
archive of primary documents that trace the narrative arc of the greatest, most
successful campaign of civil disobedience in American history. This edition highlights
the remarkable creativity, resilience, and determination demonstrated by those trying to
subvert bondage. It is a timeless testament to the power we all have to challenge
systems that oppress us.
The culmination of years of research in dozens of archives and libraries, this fascinating
encyclopedia provides an unprecedented look at the network known as the
Underground Railroad - that mysterious "system" of individuals and organizations that
helped slaves escape the American South to freedom during the years before the Civil
War. In operation as early as the 1500s and reaching its peak with the abolitionist
movement of the antebellum period, the Underground Railroad saved countless lives
and helped alter the course of American history. This is the most complete reference on
the Underground Railroad ever published. It includes full coverage of the Railroad in
both the United States and Canada, which was the ultimate destination of many of the
escaping slaves. "The Underground Railroad: An Encyclopedia of People, Places, and
Operations" explores the people, places, writings, laws, and organizations that made
this network possible. More than 1,500 entries detail the families and personalities
involved in the operation, and sidebars extract primary source materials for longer
entries. This encyclopedia features extensive supporting materials, including maps with
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actual Underground Railroad escape routes, photos, a chronology, genealogies of
those involved in the operation, a listing of Underground Railroad operatives by state or
Canadian province, a "passenger" list of escaping slaves, and primary and secondary
source bibliographies.
Detailed maps trace the routes runaway slaves followed. Explores the impact of
geography, transportation, free blacks, and members of religious congregations on the
Underground Railroad. Information on modern roads and landmarks allows readers to
retrace escape paths.
Revised and expanded with recently uncovered information Detailed maps of escape
routes and networks Eyewitness accounts of fugitives Organized in antebellum America
to help slaves escape to freedom, the Underground Railroad was cloaked in secrecy
and operated at great peril to everyone involved. The system was extremely active in
Pennsylvania, with routes running through cities and towns in all parts of the state. This
revised second edition retraces the routes with detailed maps, discusses the large city
networks, identifies the houses and sites where escapees found refuge, and records
the names of the people who risked their lives to support the operation.
The Underground Railroad (Television Tie-In)Anchor Books
Colson Whitehead's Pulitzer Prize-winning, National Book Award-winning, Oprah-
anointed, #1 New York Times bestselling novel that explores America's troubled racial
past as only he can--soon to be an original Amazon Prime Video series directed by
Barry Jenkins. Cora is a young slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. An outcast even
among her fellow Africans, she is on the cusp of womanhood--where even greater pain
awaits. And so when Caesar, a slave who has recently arrived from Virginia, urges her
to join him on the Underground Railroad, she seizes the opportunity and escapes with
him. In Whitehead's ingenious conception, the Underground Railroad is no mere
metaphor: engineers and conductors operate a secret network of actual tracks and
tunnels beneath the Southern soil. Cora embarks on a harrowing flight from one state to
the next, encountering strange yet familiar iterations of her own world at each stop. As
Whitehead brilliantly recreates the terrors of the antebellum era, he weaves in the saga
of our nation, from the brutal abduction of Africans to the unfulfilled promises of the
present day. The Underground Railroad is both the gripping tale of one woman's will to
escape the horrors of bondage and a powerful meditation on the history we all share.
Look for Colson Whitehead's new novel, Harlem Shuffle, coming this September!
A brilliant and surprising account of the coming of the American Civil War, showing the crucial
role of slaves who escaped to Mexico. The Underground Railroad to the North promised
salvation to many American slaves before the Civil War. But thousands of people in the south-
central United States escaped slavery not by heading north but by crossing the southern
border into Mexico, where slavery was abolished in 1837. In South to Freedom, historianAlice
L. Baumgartner tells the story of why Mexico abolished slavery and how its increasingly radical
antislavery policies fueled the sectional crisis in the United States. Southerners hoped that
annexing Texas and invading Mexico in the 1840s would stop runaways and secure slavery's
future. Instead, the seizure of Alta California and Nuevo México upset the delicate political
balance between free and slave states. This is a revelatory and essential new perspective on
antebellum America and the causes of the Civil War.
Escaping Bondage: A Documentary History of Runaway Slaves in Eighteenth-Century New
England, 1700–1789 is an edited collection of runaway slave advertisements that appeared in
newspapers in eighteenth-century Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New
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Hampshire. This compilation provides valuable insights into an important chapter in the history
of slavery.
The visionary author’s masterpiece pulls us—along with her Black female hero—through time to
face the horrors of slavery and explore the impacts of racism, sexism, and white supremacy
then and now. Dana, a modern black woman, is celebrating her twenty-sixth birthday with her
new husband when she is snatched abruptly from her home in California and transported to
the antebellum South. Rufus, the white son of a plantation owner, is drowning, and Dana has
been summoned to save him. Dana is drawn back repeatedly through time to the slave
quarters, and each time the stay grows longer, more arduous, and more dangerous until it is
uncertain whether or not Dana's life will end, long before it has a chance to begin.
New Hampshire was once a hotbed of abolitionist activity. But the state had its struggles with
slavery, with Portsmouth serving as a slave-trade hub for New England. Abolitionists such as
William Lloyd Garrison, Nathaniel Peabody Rogers and Stephen Symonds Foster helped
create a statewide antislavery movement. Abolitionists and freed slaves assisted in
transporting escapees to freedom via the Underground Railroad. Author Michelle Arnosky
Sherburne uncovers the truth about slavery, the Underground Railroad and the abolitionist
movement in New Hampshire.
By ones, twos, and threes, in the years before the Civil War thousands of enslaved people
slipped through the night on their way to freedom, riding the Underground Railroad. Hidden
and hunted, the escape of southern slaves to the North remains a compelling event in
American history. Within the pages of this book are documented, in prose and elegantly
articulate photographs, examples of "stations" on the Railroad, along with images of the routes,
lives, and hardships of both the "passengers" and "conductors."
Firsthand accounts of escapes from slavery in the American South include narratives by
Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, and Harriet Tubman as well as lesser-known travelers of
the Underground Railroad.
From the two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Underground Railroad and The Nickel
Boys: a tender, hilarious, and supremely original novel about coming-of-age in the 80s. Benji
Cooper is one of the few black students at an elite prep school in Manhattan. But every
summer, Benji escapes to the Hamptons, to Sag Harbor, where a small community of African
American professionals have built a world of their own. The summer of ’85 won’t be without
its usual trials and tribulations, of course. There will be complicated new handshakes to fumble
through and state-of-the-art profanity to master. Benji will be tested by contests big and small,
by his misshapen haircut (which seems to have a will of its own), by the New Coke Tragedy,
and by his secret Lite FM addiction. But maybe, just maybe, this summer might be one for the
ages. Look for Colson Whitehead’s new novel, Harlem Shuffle, coming this September!
This “superbly researched and engaging” (The Wall Street Journal) true story about five boys
who were kidnapped in the North and smuggled into slavery in the Deep South—and their
daring attempt to escape and bring their captors to justice belongs “alongside the work of
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Edward P. Jones, and Toni Morrison” (Jane Kamensky, Professor of
American History at Harvard University). Philadelphia, 1825: five young, free black boys fall
into the clutches of the most fearsome gang of kidnappers and slavers in the United States.
Lured onto a small ship with the promise of food and pay, they are instead met with blindfolds,
ropes, and knives. Over four long months, their kidnappers drive them overland into the Cotton
Kingdom to be sold as slaves. Determined to resist, the boys form a tight brotherhood as they
struggle to free themselves and find their way home. Their ordeal—an odyssey that takes them
from the Philadelphia waterfront to the marshes of Mississippi and then onward still—shines a
glaring spotlight on the Reverse Underground Railroad, a black market network of human
traffickers and slave traders who stole away thousands of legally free African Americans from
their families in order to fuel slavery’s rapid expansion in the decades before the Civil War.
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“Rigorously researched, heartfelt, and dramatically concise, Bell’s investigation illuminates the
role slavery played in the systemic inequalities that still confront Black Americans” (Booklist).
In 2011, Grantland magazine gave novelist Coloson Whitehaead $10,000 to play at the
World Series of Poker in Las Vegas. Whitehead brilliantly details his progress, both
literal and existential, through the event's antes and turns, through its gritty moments of
calculation, hope, and spectacle. -- back cover.
Provides activities for children ages 5-12 to learn about the history of the underground
railroad and the Emancipation Proclamation. Activities include circling items as well as
fill-in-the-blanks, reading comprehension, a maze game, historical timeline, word find
puzzle, a crossword puzzle, journal entries for this booklet and section for individual
notes.
A new interpretation of the Underground Railroad that places violence at the center of
the story.
They left in the middle of the night—often carrying little more than the knowledge to
follow the North Star. Between 1830 and the end of the Civil War in 1865, an estimated
one hundred thousand slaves became passengers on the Underground Railroad, a
journey of untold hardship, in search of freedom. In Through Darkness to Light:
Photographs Along the Underground Railroad, Jeanine Michna-Bales presents a
remarkable series of images following a route from the cotton plantations of central
Louisiana, through the cypress swamps of Mississippi and the plains of Indiana, north
to the Canadian border— a path of nearly fourteen hundred miles. The culmination of a
ten-year research quest, Through Darkness to Light imagines a journey along the
Underground Railroad as it might have appeared to any freedom seeker. Framing the
powerful visual narrative is an introduction by Michna-Bales; a foreword by noted
politician, pastor, and civil rights activist Andrew J. Young; and essays by Fergus M.
Bordewich, Robert F. Darden, and Eric R. Jackson.
Here are the engrossing facts about one of the least-known movements in
Connecticut’s history—the rise, organization, and operations of the Underground
Railroad, over which fugitive slaves from the South found their way to freedom. Drawing
his data from published sources and, perhaps more importantly, from the still-existing
oral tradition of descendants of Underground agents, Horatio Strother tells the detailed
story in this book, originally published in 1962. He traces the routes from entry points
such as New Haven harbor and the New York state line, through important crossroads
like Brooklyn and Farmington. Revealing the dangers fugitives faced, the author also
identifies the high-minded lawbreakers who operated the system—farmers and
merchants, local officials and judges, at least one United States Senator, and many
dedicated ministers of the Gospel. These narratives are set against the larger
background of the development of slavery and abolitionism in America— conversations
still relevant today.
"Siblings Mattie and Jeb escape slavery via the Underground Railroad, meeting helpful
conductors and dodging slave catchers as they travel from Maryland to
Massachusetts"--
Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Eric Foner tells the story of how, between 1830 and
1860, three remarkable men from New York city - a journalist, a furniture polisher, and
a black minister - led a secret network that helped no fewer than 3,000 fugitive slaves
from the southern states of America to a new life of liberty in Canada.
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Uses maps, rare photographs, background information, and activities to explore the
history of the underground railroad in Illinois.
"Having been born a freeman, and for more than thirty years enjoyed the blessings of
liberty in a free State—and having at the end of that time been kidnapped and sold into
Slavery, where I remained, until happily rescued in the month of January, 1853, after a
bondage of twelve years—it has been suggested that an account of my life and fortunes
would not be uninteresting to the public." -an excerpt
During the 1830s, people began using the term “Underground Railroad” to refer to a
loose network of individuals who provided hiding places for runaway slaves and helped
them move forward on their journey to freedom. Working for the Underground Railroad
in Philadelphia, a free black man named William Still aided hundreds of fugitives
passing through the city on their way north. From these runaway slaves, Still heard
painful stories of humiliation and cruelty, along with inspiring accounts of their
determination to escape. He wrote down what the fugitives told him and, after the Civil
War, published their remarkable accounts in a book entitled The Underground Railroad.
"The Underground Railroad: Next Stop, Toronto! stands out as an engaging and highly
readable account of the lives of Black people in Toronto in the 1800s. Adrienne Shadd,
Afua Cooper and Karolyn Smardz Frost offer many helpful points of entry for readers
learning for the first time about Black history in Canada. They also give surprising and
detailed information to enrich the understanding of people already passionate about this
neglected aspect of our own past." - Lawrence Hill, Writer The Underground Railroad:
Next Stop, Toronto!, a richly illustrated book, examines the urban connection of the
clandestine system of secret routes, safe houses and "conductors." Not only does it
trace the story of the Underground Railroad itself and how people courageously made
the trip north to Canada and freedom, but it also explores what happened to them after
they arrived. And it does so using never-before-published information on the African-
Canadian community of Toronto. Based entirely on new research carried out for the
experiential theatre show "The Underground Railroad: Next Stop, Freedom!" at the
Royal Ontario Museum, this volume offers new insights into the rich heritage of the
Black people who made Toronto their home before the Civil War. It portrays life in the
city during the nineteenth century in considerable detail. This exciting new book will be
of interest to readers young and old who want to learn more about this unexplored
chapter in Toronto’s history.
"A fast-paced, gripping story set in a world of gruesome violence and perversity, where
'why?' is not a question and murder happens on a whim: but where a very faint ray of
grace and hope lights up the landscape of salt and blood and ice. A tour de force of
narrative tension and a masterful reconstruction of a lost world that seems to exist at
the limits of the human imagination." --Hilary Mantel “This is a novel that takes us to the
limits of flesh and blood. Utterly convincing and compelling, remorselessly vivid, and
insidiously witty, The North Water is a startling achievement.” --Martin Amis A
nineteenth-century whaling ship sets sail for the Arctic with a killer aboard in this dark,
sharp, and highly original tale that grips like a thriller. Behold the man: stinking, drunk,
and brutal. Henry Drax is a harpooner on the Volunteer, a Yorkshire whaler bound for
the rich hunting waters of the arctic circle. Also aboard for the first time is Patrick
Sumner, an ex-army surgeon with a shattered reputation, no money, and no better
option than to sail as the ship's medic on this violent, filthy, and ill-fated voyage. In
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India, during the Siege of Delhi, Sumner thought he had experienced the depths to
which man can stoop. He had hoped to find temporary respite on the Volunteer, but rest
proves impossible with Drax on board. The discovery of something evil in the hold
rouses Sumner to action. And as the confrontation between the two men plays out amid
the freezing darkness of an arctic winter, the fateful question arises: who will survive
until spring? With savage, unstoppable momentum and the blackest wit, Ian McGuire's
The North Water weaves a superlative story of humanity under the most extreme
conditions.
True stories drawn from the inspirational and heartrending history of the Underground
Railroad It is estimated that by 1850 over one hundred thousand slaves had escaped to
freedom in the North via a network of safe houses and secret routes known collectively
as the Underground Railroad. First published in 1879, Sketches in the History of the
Underground Railroad chronicles the perilous journeys and thrilling adventures of
nearly two-dozen escaped slaves and the brave souls who helped them along the way.
Compiled by a conductor on the Railroad, these sketches bring the horrors of slavery to
vivid life and serve as an enduring testament to the power of the human spirit. This
ebook has been professionally proofread to ensure accuracy and readability on all
devices.
Answers questions about the background of the underground railroad, explains what it
was like to be a slave and describes the hardships faced by fugitive slaves
A historian investigates evidence for the existence of the Underground Railroad in
upstate New York. Because of its clandestine nature, much of the history of the
Underground Railroad remains shrouded in secrecy—so much so that some historians
have even doubted its importance. After decades of research, Tom Calarco recounts
his experiences compiling evidence to give credence to the legend’s oral history in
upstate New York. As the Civil War loomed and politicians from the North and South
debated the fate of slavery, brave New Yorkers risked their lives to help fugitive slaves
escape bondage. Whites and Blacks alike worked together on the Underground
Railroad, using ingenious methods of communication and tactics to stay ahead of the
slave master and bounty hunter. Especially after the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act,
conscientious residents doubled their efforts to help runaways reach Canada. Join
Calarco on this journey of discovery of one of the noblest endeavors in American
history.
Follow two abolitionists who fought one of the most shockingly persistent evils of the
world: human trafficking and sexual exploitation of slaves. Told in alternating chapters
from perspectives spanning more than a century apart, read the riveting 19th century
first-hand account of Harriet Jacobs and the modern-day eyewitness account of
Timothy Ballard. Harriet Jacobs was an African-American, born into slavery in North
Carolina in 1813. She thwarted the sexual advances of her master for years until she
escaped and hid in the attic crawl space of her grandmother's house for seven years
before escaping north to freedom. She published an autobiography of her life, Incidents
in the Life of a Slave Girl, which was one of the first open discussions about sexual
abuse endured by slave women. She was an active abolitionist, associated with
Frederick Douglass, and, during the Civil War, used her celebrity to raise money for
black refugees. After the war, she worked to improve the conditions of newly-freed
slaves. As a former Special Agent for the Department of Homeland Security who has
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seen the horrors and carnage of war, Timothy Ballard founded a modern-day
"underground railroad" which has rescued hundreds of children from being fully
enslaved, abused, or trafficked in third-world countries. His story includes the rescue
and his eventual adoption of two young siblings--Mia and Marky, who were born in
Haiti. Section 2 features the lives of five abolitionists, a mix of heroes from past to
present, who call us to action and teach us life lessons based on their own experiences:
Harriet Tubman--The "Conductor"; Abraham Lincoln--the "Great Emancipator"; Little
Mia--the sister who saved her little brother; Guesno Mardy--the Haitian father who lost
his son to slave traders; and Harriet Jacobs--a teacher for us all.
Fugitive slaves were reported in the American colonies as early as the 1640s, and
escapes escalated with the growth of slavery over the next 200 years. As the number of
fugitives rose, the Southern states pressed for harsher legislation to prevent escapes.
The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 criminalized any assistance, active or passive, to a
runaway slave—yet it only encouraged the behavior it sought to prevent. Friends of the
fugitive, whose previous assistance to runaways had been somewhat haphazard,
increased their efforts at organization. By the onset of the Civil War in 1861, the
Underground Railroad included members, defined stops, set escape routes and a code
language. From the abolitionist movement to the Zionville Baptist Missionary Church,
this encyclopedia focuses on the people, ideas, events and places associated with the
interrelated histories of fugitive slaves, the African American struggle for equality and
the American antislavery movement. Information is drawn from primary sources such
as public records, document collections, slave autobiographies and antebellum
newspapers.
From the two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Underground Railroad and The
Nickel Boys Colson Whitehead’s triumphant novel is on one level a multifaceted
retelling of the story of John Henry, the black steel-driver who died outracing a machine
designed to replace him. On another level it’s the story of a disaffected, middle-aged
black journalist on a mission to set a record for junketeering who attends the annual
John Henry Days festival. It is also a high-velocity thrill ride through the tunnel where
American legend gives way to American pop culture, replete with p. r. flacks, stamp
collectors, blues men , and turn-of-the-century song pluggers. John Henry Days is an
acrobatic, intellectually dazzling, and laugh-out-loud funny book that will be read and
talked about for years to come. Look for Colson Whitehead’s new novel, Harlem
Shuffle, coming this September!
Imagine leaving everything you’ve ever known—your friends, family, and home—to travel
along roads you’ve never seen before, getting help from people you’ve never met
before, with the constant threat of capture hovering over your every move. Would you
risk your life on the Underground Railroad to gain freedom from slavery? In The
Underground Railroad: Navigate the Journey from Slavery to Freedom, readers ages 9
to 12 examine how slavery developed in the United States and what motivated
abolitionists to work for its destruction. The Underground Railroad was a network of
secret routes and safe houses operated by conductors and station masters, both black
and white. Readers follow true stories of enslaved people who braved patrols, the
wilderness, hunger, and their own fear in a quest for freedom. In The Underground
Railroad, readers dissect primary sources, including slave narratives and runaway ads.
Projects include composing a song with a hidden message and navigating by reading
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the nighttime sky. Amidst the countless tragedies that centuries of slavery brought to
African Americans lie tales of hope, resistance, courage, sacrifice, and victory—truly an
American story.
Teachers' aids for the study of the Underground Railroad.
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