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What Was Ellis Island What Was
A dramatic, multi-vocal account of the personal agonies and ecstasies that played out within the walls of Ellis Island, as
told by Poland's greatest living journalist This is the people's history of Ellis Island--the people who passed through it, and
the people who were turned away from it. From Annie Moore, the Irishwoman who was the first to be processed there, to
Arne Peterssen, the Norwegian who was the last to be taken away from the island via the official ferry boat in 1954, Ellis
Island weaves together the personal experiences of forgotten individuals with those who live on in history: Fiorello La
Guardia, Lee Iacocca, and other American leaders whose paths led them to the Island for various reasons through the
years. Award-winning journalist Ma?gorzata Szejnert draws on unpublished testimonies, memoirs, archival photographs,
and correspondence from many internees and immigrants, including Russians, Italians, Jews, Japanese, Germans, and
Poles. At the book's core is a trove of personal letters from immigrants to their loved ones back home--letters which were
confiscated and never delivered, finally discovered in a basement in Warsaw. But also brought to life are the Ellis Island
employees: the doctors, nurses, commissioners, interpreters, social care workers, and even chaperones, who controlled
the fates of these émigrés--often basing their decisions on pseudo-scientific ideas about race, gender, and disability.
Sometimes families were broken up, and new arrivals were detained and quarantined for days, weeks, or even months.
All told, the island compound spent longer as an internment camp than as a migration way-point--in addition to filling
other roles through the years, including that of rescue station in the immediate aftermath of the 9/11 attacks. Now brought
back to life by a master storyteller, this is a story of a place and its people, steeped in politics and history, that reshaped
the United States.
A century ago, in the shadow of the Statue of Liberty, one of the world's greatest public hospitals was built. Massive and
modern, the hospital's twenty-two state-of-the-art buildings were crammed onto two small islands, man-made from the
rock and dirt excavated during the building of the New York subway. As America's first line of defense against immigrant-
borne disease, the hospital was where the germs of the world converged. The Ellis Island hospital was at once
welcoming and foreboding—a fateful crossroad for hundreds of thousands of hopeful immigrants. Those nursed to health
were allowed entry to America. Those deemed feeble of body or mind were deported. Three short decades after it
opened, the Ellis Island hospital was all but abandoned. As America after World War I began shutting its border to all but
a favored few, the hospital fell into disuse and decay, its medical wards left open only to the salt air of the New York
Harbor. With many never-before-published photographs and compelling, sometimes heartbreaking stories of patients (a
few of whom are still alive today) and medical staff, Forgotten Ellis Island is the first book about this extraordinary
institution. It is a powerful tribute to the best and worst of America's dealings with its new citizens-to-be.
A celebration of the great immigration movement through Ellis Island introduces readers to the children and families who
entered America through there, in a study presented in a question-and-answer format. Reprint.
Discusses why immigrants came to the United States in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the difficulties of the
journey, the establishment of the Ellis Island Immigration Station and what went on there, and its decline and restoration.
Joel Perlmann traces the history of U.S. classification of immigrants, from Ellis Island to the present day, showing how
slippery and contested ideas about racial, national, and ethnic difference have been. His focus ranges from the 1897 List
of Races and Peoples, through changes in the civil rights era, to proposals for reform of the 2020 Census.
New York, November 3, 1954: The last immigration officer of Ellis Island looks back at 45 years as gatekeeper to
America.
From 1910 to 1940, over half a million people sailed through the Golden Gate, hoping to start a new life in America. But
they did not all disembark in San Francisco; instead, most were ferried across the bay to the Angel Island Immigration
Station. For many, this was the real gateway to the United States. For others, it was a prison and their final destination,
before being sent home. In this landmark book, historians Erika Lee and Judy Yung (both descendants of immigrants
detained on the island) provide the first comprehensive history of the Angel Island Immigration Station. Drawing on
extensive new research, including immigration records, oral histories, and inscriptions on the barrack walls, the authors
produce a sweeping yet intensely personal history of Chinese "paper sons," Japanese picture brides, Korean students,
South Asian political activists, Russian and Jewish refugees, Mexican families, Filipino repatriates, and many others from
around the world. Their experiences on Angel Island reveal how America's discriminatory immigration policies changed
the lives of immigrants and transformed the nation. A place of heartrending history and breathtaking beauty, the Angel
Island Immigration Station is a National Historic Landmark, and like Ellis Island, it is recognized as one of the most
important sites where America's immigration history was made. This fascinating history is ultimately about America itself
and its complicated relationship to immigration, a story that continues today.
Burdened with bundles and baskets, a million or more immigrant children passed through the often grim halls of Ellis
Island. Having left behind their homes in Europe and other parts of the world, they made the voyage to America by
steamer. Some came with parents or guardians. A few came as stowaways. But however they traveled, they found
themselves a part of one of the grandest waves of human migration that the world has ever known. Children of Ellis
Island explores this lost world and what it was like for an uprooted youngster at America’s golden door. Highlights
include the experience of being a detained child at Ellis Island—the schooling and games, the pastimes and amusements,
the friendships, and the uneasiness caused by language barriers.
Explore the history of Ellis Island, one of the most recognized landmarks in American history. Kids will learn about its early history
as a Mohegan island and rest spot for fishermen through its time as a famous immigration station to today's museum. The level 3
text provides accessible, yet wide-ranging, information for independent readers.
Though debates over immigration have waxed and waned in the course of American history, the importance of immigrants to the
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nation's identity is imparted in civics classes, political discourse, and television and film. We are told that the United States is a
"nation of immigrants," built by people who came from many lands to make an even better nation. But this belief was relatively new
in the twentieth century, a period that saw the establishment of immigrant quotas that endured until the Immigrant and Nationality
Act of 1965. What changed over the course of the century, according to historian Robert L. Fleegler, is the rise of
"contributionism," the belief that the newcomers from eastern and southern Europe contributed important cultural and economic
benefits to American society. Early twentieth-century immigrants from southern and eastern Europe often found themselves
criticized for language and customs at odds with their new culture, but initially found greater acceptance through an emphasis on
their similarities to "native stock" Americans. Drawing on sources as diverse as World War II films, records of Senate
subcommittee hearings, and anti-Communist propaganda, Ellis Island Nation describes how contributionism eventually shifted the
focus of the immigration debate from assimilation to a Cold War celebration of ethnic diversity and its benefits—helping to ease the
passage of 1960s immigration laws that expanded the pool of legal immigrants and setting the stage for the identity politics of the
1970s and 1980s. Ellis Island Nation provides a historical perspective on recent discussions of multiculturalism and the exclusion
of groups that have arrived since the liberalization of immigrant laws.
Presents the history of the Barge Office, Ellis Island's immigration station, which opened in 1900 and still stands today.
Describes the experiences of immigrants who left their homes in the early 1900s and came to the United States through Ellis
Island, in a book where the reader's choices reveal the historical details from three different perspectives.
Discusses life on Ellis Island, including detainment and deportation of immigrants, daily activities, the development of the
immigration station, its role in the formation of the great melting pot of America, and the later years.
With a bag of seeds and a pot on his head, John Chapman set out West to plant apple trees. He made lots of friends and planted
lots of trees. Pretty soon, people started to call him Johnny Appleseed.
Describes Ellis Island were millions of people stopped before entering the United States, how and why they came, how they were
checked when they got there, and what it was like to live there.
For most of New York's early history, Ellis Island had been an obscure little island that barely held itself above high tide. Today the
small island stands alongside Plymouth Rock in our nation's founding mythology as the place where many of our ancestors first
touched American soil. Ellis Island's heyday—from 1892 to 1924—coincided with one of the greatest mass movements of individuals
the world has ever seen, with some twelve million immigrants inspected at its gates. In American Passage, Vincent J. Cannato
masterfully illuminates the story of Ellis Island from the days when it hosted pirate hangings witnessed by thousands of New
Yorkers in the nineteenth century to the turn of the twentieth century when massive migrations sparked fierce debate and hopeful
new immigrants often encountered corruption, harsh conditions, and political scheming. American Passage captures a time and a
place unparalleled in American immigration and history, and articulates the dramatic and bittersweet accounts of the immigrants,
officials, interpreters, and social reformers who all play an important role in Ellis Island's chronicle. Cannato traces the politics,
prejudices, and ideologies that surrounded the great immigration debate, to the shift from immigration to detention of aliens during
World War II and the Cold War, all the way to the rebirth of the island as a national monument. Long after Ellis Island ceased to be
the nation's preeminent immigrant inspection station, the debates that once swirled around it are still relevant to Americans a
century later. In this sweeping, often heart-wrenching epic, Cannato reveals that the history of Ellis Island is ultimately the story of
what it means to be an American.
Encountering Ellis Island lays bare the profound and sometimes-victorious story of people chasing the American Dream:
leaving everything behind, facing a new language and a new culture, and starting a new American life.
What Was Ellis Island?Penguin
Combining poetic and inquisitive text with a wide array of lavish images, a tour of Ellis Island shares the experiences of
men and women who passed through its portals when immigrating to the United States. Original.
Explore the history of Ellis Island, one of the most recognized landmarks in American history. Kids will learn about its
early history as a Mohegan island and rest spot for fishermen, through its time as a famous immigration station to today's
museum.
This nonfiction reader shines a light on Thomas Edison and his greatest invention—the lightbulb! As a curious child who
was always asking questions, it's no wonder Thomas Edison grew up to become a famous, prolific inventor. This easy-to-
read nonfiction story follows Edison from his time in school to his career as a full-time inventor. While it focuses on his
groundbreaking creation of the lightbulb, this illuminating account also details other important innovations of his, like the
phonograph and the microphone. Edison's discoveries will fascinate and inspire all curious young minds!
"By bringing us the inspiring and sometimes unsettling tales of Ellis Island, Vincent Cannato’s American Passage helps
us understand who we are as a nation.” — Walter Isaacson “Never before has Ellis Island been written about with such
scholarly care and historical wisdom. Highly recommended!" —Douglas Brinkley, bestselling author of The Wilderness
Warrior The remarkable saga of America’s landmark port of entry, from immigration post to deportation center to
mythical icon.
More than 17 million immigrants came here-to the front door of America-from 1890 to 1915 in what has been called the
largest mass migration in human history. In the shadow of the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island is one of the nation's most
important historical sites and is one of our most heavily visited national monuments. Its story is the story of our people
and their struggles for freedom and dreams of a better life.
After Ellis Island is an unprecedented study of America's foreign-born population at a critical juncture in immigration
history. The new century had witnessed a tremendous surge in European immigration, and by 1910 immigrants and their
children numbered nearly one third of the U.S. population. The census of that year drew from these newcomers a
particularly rich trove of descriptive information, one from which the contributors to After Ellis Island draw to create an
unmatched profile of American society in transition. Chapters written especially for this volume explore many aspects of
the immigrants' lives, such as where they settled, the jobs they held, how long they remained in school, and whether or
not they learned to speak English. More than a demographic catalog, After Ellis Island employs a wide range of
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comparisons among ethnic groups to probe whether differences in childbirth, child mortality, and education could be
traced to cultural or environmental causes. Did differences in schooling levels diminish among groups in the same social
and economic circumstances, or did they persist along ethnic lines? Did absorption into mainstream America—measured
through duration of U.S. residence, neighborhood mingling, and ability to speak English—blur ethnic differences and
increase chances for success? After Ellis Island also shows how immigrants eased the nation's transition from agriculture
to manufacturing by providing essential industrial laborers. After Ellis Island offers a major assessment of ethnic diversity
in early twentieth century American society. The questions it addresses about assimilation and employment among
immigrants in 1910 acquire even greater significance as we observe a renewed surge of foreign arrivals. This volume will
be valuable to sociologists and historians of immigration, to demographers and economists, and to all those interested in
the relationship of ethnicity to opportunity.
Describes the history of Ellis Island, a gateway for many immigrants coming to the United States in the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, and details the restoration of the landmark and its reopening as a museum.
For millions of people, leaving home and coming to America meant giving up family and all things familiar. For more than sixty years, one site
was the first place in America all new immigrants saw. Find out why Ellis Island holds such an important place in America's history.
“A standout novel….A rare combination of historical enlightenment and sheer enjoyment.” —Peter Quinn, author of The Man Who Never
Returned Already a hit in the United Kingdom, Ellis Island by Kate Kerrigan is both a poignant love story and a lyrical, evocative depiction of
the immigrant experience in early 20th century America. Set in the 1920s, Kerrigan’s novel tells of a young Irish woman who must choose
between her new life in New York City and her husband back home in Ireland, brilliantly capturing these two vastly different worlds in the
process. Readers of historical fiction, as well as fans of the novels of Frank Delany and other Irish themed works, will adore their time spent
on Ellis Island.
Provides information about the immigration station in New York harbor, along with fictionalized accounts of the people who came through or
worked there.
In this book, early fluent readers will learn about the causes, main events, key players, and lasting impacts of immigration through Ellis Island.
Interesting photos and carefully leveled text will engage young readers as they learn about this important part of American history. An
infographic enhances understanding of immigration through Ellis Island, and What Do You Think? sidebars encourage deeper inquiry. A
timeline highlights key events and dates. Immigration Through Ellis Island also features reading tips for teachers and parents, a table of
contents, a glossary, and an index. Immigration Through Ellis Island is part of Jump 's Turning Points in U.S. History series.
A moving story about one family's daring journey from Poland to America and their hope for a better future in their new home. Krysia does not
want to leave her home and her friend, Michi, but there are soldiers with guns on the streets and her mother says that they must go. Krysia,
her two brothers, and her mother pack their favorite belongings and begin the long, harrowing journey to America. Krysia is scared but she
finds courage when she thinks of her father waiting for her in America with the promise of a better tomorrow. Inspired by Maxinne Rhea
Leighton's father's journey from Poland to America, this is a powerful reminder of the beacon of hope and opportunity that Ellis Island
symbolized and the importance of family at Christmastime.
"An exploration of the island that served as a gateway to thousands of immigrants and that has since become an important American
symbol"--Provided by publisher.
Explore the legacy of Ellis Island via this fascinating collection. Between 1892 and 1924, millions of people from all corners of the globe
waited a stone's throw from Lady Liberty, hoping to pass the rigorous inspections that could allow or deny them to set foot on U.S. soil. In this
box you'll find more than 25 meticulously reproduced replicas of artifacts documenting the complicated immigration process at the "Island of
Hope, Island of Tears." Hold pieces of history as you reflect on the immigrant experience at Ellis Island. Includes - Boarding card of an
immigrant - Ship passenger list - Passport of an immigrant - Ellis Island dining room menu - Declaration of Intention form - Landing card -
Steamship company's poster advertisement - Literacy test - Photographic portraits of families on Ellis Island - And much, much more!
Accounts from children, police, immigration officers, and the immigrants themselves come to life in a moving tale about
the history of Ellis Island, enhanced will black-and-white photographs.
This educational coloring book details the Statue of Liberty's rich and stirring history and the immigration into America
through Ellis Island. Thirty-eight illustrations feature complete captions and are based on historical paintings, wood
engravings, and photographs taken from contemporary newspapers, magazines, and other sources. Free Teacher's
Manual available. Grades: 1–2. Boost: Seriously Fun Learning! Keeping children entertained and engaged is the key to
learning, and the Boost series offers a wide range of fun-filled coloring and activity books that help teach a variety of
basic skills. Each title is targeted to a specific grade range and carefully aligned with the Common Core State Standards,
which are listed at the bottom of each page.
The immigration station at New York's Ellis Island opened in 1892 and remained the largest U.S. port for immigrant entry
until World War I. In popular memory, Ellis Island is typically seen as a gateway for Europeans seeking to join the "great
American melting pot." But as this fresh examination of Ellis Island's history reveals, it was also a major site of immigrant
detention and exclusion, especially for Chinese, Japanese, and other Asian travelers and maritime laborers who reached
New York City from Europe, the Americas and the Caribbean, and even within the United States. And from 1924 to 1954,
the station functioned as a detention camp and deportation center for a range of people deemed undesirable. Anna
Pegler-Gordon draws on immigrants' oral histories and memoirs, government archives, newspapers, and other sources
to reorient the history of migration and exclusion in the United States. In chronicling the circumstances of those who
passed through or were detained at Ellis Island, she shows that Asian exclusion was both larger in scope and more
limited in force than has been previously recognized.
Since opening in 1892, Ellis Island has come to symbolize the waves of immigrants from a list of countries that seems
endless. In this work, Bial tells the story of Ellis Island itself. Full color.
In the history, the very personality, of New York City, few events loom larger than the wave of immigration at the turn of
the last century. Today a similar influx of new immigrants is transforming the city again. Better than one in three New
Yorkers is now an immigrant. From Ellis Island to JFK is the first in-depth study that compares these two huge social
changes. A key contribution of this book is Nancy Foner’s reassessment of the myths that have grown up around the
earlier Jewish and Italian immigration—and that deeply color how today’s Asian, Latin American, and Caribbean arrivals

Page 3/4



Access Free What Was Ellis Island What Was

are seen. Topic by topic, she reveals the often surprising realities of both immigrations. For example: • Education: Most
Jews, despite the myth, were not exceptional students at first, while many immigrant children today do remarkably well. •
Jobs: Immigrants of both eras came with more skills than is popularly supposed. Some today come off the plane with
advanced degrees and capital to start new businesses. • Neighborhoods: Ethnic enclaves are still with us but they’re no
longer always slums—today’s new immigrants are reviving many neighborhoods and some are moving to middle-class
suburbs. • Gender: For married women a century ago, immigration often, surprisingly, meant less opportunity to work
outside the home. Today, it’s just the opposite. • Race: We see Jews and Italians as whites today, but to turn-of-the-
century scholars they were members of different, alien races. Immigrants today appear more racially diverse—but some
(particularly Asians) may be changing the boundaries of current racial categories. Drawing on a wealth of historical and
contemporary research and written in a lively and entertaining style, the book opens a new chapter in the study of
immigration—and the story of the nation’s gateway city.
Copyright: ee4bd770f851055ff52a9d437d4296cd

Copyright : www.treca.org

Page 4/4

https://www.treca.org/
http://www.treca.org

