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Vikings
A hilarious story about what happens to the littlest and loudest Viking when an even
littler and louder Viking arrives, perfect for fans of The Princess and the Pony and I
Don't Want to Be a Frog. Sven might be the littlest Viking, but he has no trouble making
himself known. He has the loudest warrior cry and the fiercest set of teeth. He loves to
pillage and plunder. But there's a new kid in town--a warrior princess, who is smaller
than Sven and even louder. What's a little Viking to do? "Penfold folds in fun ancient
analogues to tried-and-true methods of appeasing cranky little ones, and Roxas's
liberal use of a color perhaps best described as neon snot brings a punk edge to her
scenes of Viking family life. Irreverent yet tender."--Publishers Weekly, Starred review
"A warm tale of family togetherness."--Kirkus "A spirited tale about stopping a tantrum
with a story, perfect for storytime or one-on-one sharing."--SLJ
A study based on a decade-long DNA survey traces the genetic makeup of British
Islanders and their descendants, ranging from prehistoric times to the genetic heritage
of Americans of British descent.
The Vikings famously took no prisoners, relished cruel retribution, and prided
themselves on their bloodthirsty skills as warriors. But their prowess in battle is only a
small part of their story, which stretches from their Scandinavian origins to America in
the west and as far as Baghdad in the east. As the Vikings did not write their own
history, we have to discover it for ourselves, and that discovery, as Neil Oliver reveals,
tells an extraordinary story of a people who, from the brink of destruction, reached a
quarter of the way around the globe and built an empire that lasted nearly two hundred
years. Drawing on the latest discoveries that have only recently come to light, Scottish
archaeologist Neil Oliver goes on the trail of the real Vikings. Where did they emerge
from? How did they really live? And just what drove them to embark on such
extraordinary voyages of discovery over 1,000 years ago? The Vikings explores many
of those questions for the first time in an epic story of one of the world's great empires
of conquest.
VIKINGS, VAMPIRES, AND VANGELS, OH, MY! Sizzling Starts to Three Super Series
The Reluctant Viking The hypnotic voice on the self-motivation tape was supposed to
help Ruby Jordan solve her problems, not create new ones. Instead, she was lulled
from a failing marriage to an era of hard-bodied warriors and fair maidens. But the world
ten centuries in the past didn’t prove to be all mead and mirth. Ruby had to deal with a
Norseman who had her husband’s face, habits, and desire to avoid Ruby. Determined
not to lose the same man twice, Ruby planned a bold seduction that would conquer the
reluctant Viking—and make him an eager captive of her love. The Last Viking He wore
nothing but a leather tunic, spoke in an ancient tongue . . . and he was standing in
Professor Meredith Foster's living room. The medieval historian told herself he was part
of a practical joke, but with his wide gold belt, callused hands, and the rabbit roasting in
her fireplace, the brawny stranger seemed so . . . authentic. Suddenly Meredith was
mesmerized by his bronzed, muscular form, and her body surrendered to the fantasy
that Geirolf Ericsson really was a Viking from a thousand years ago, sent only to
pleasure her. But as she tried to teach him to eat spaghetti and use a computer, she
realized he knew an awful lot about the tenth century—and so little about this one. And
as he helped her fulfill her grandfather's dream of re-creating a Viking ship, he

Page 1/9



Download File PDF Vikings

awakened her to dreams of her own. Until she wondered if the hand of fate had thrust
her into the loving arms of . . . The Last Viking Kiss of Pride Some men are too bad to
be true . . . Is he really a Viking with a vampire's bite? An angel with the body of a
thunder god? A lone wolf with love on his mind? Alexandra Kelly, his prey, thinks Vikar
Sigurdsson is either flat-out crazy or he's trying to maneuver her into his bed—which is
hardly where a professional reporter should conduct an interview, tempting as that
prospect might be. And some men are too good to be true . . . Until Vikar does
something a teensy bit unexpected, and Alex begins to wonder whether her mystery
man could really be everything he says he is: a Viking Vampire Angel on a thousand-
year-long mission with his pack of sinful brothers—and a man who's finally found the
woman of his dreams. By then, Vikar is already wrapping his chiseled arms around
Alex's body . . . and sinking his wicked fangs right into her neck. If this is sin, why does
it feel so good?
The saga of the Vikings rises and falls on the banks of history, ebbing and flowing with
popular opinion and whimsical anecdotes. The Vikings are routinely typecast and
labeled anywhere from bloodthirsty tyrants to valiant heroes. They have been
condemned as pirates and praised as explorers. We have all heard the stories of the
fierce warriors with long ships and horned helmets storming onto the shores of
medieval Europe; but who were these men really? Inside your will read about... ? From
the Fury of the Northmen ? Retaliation, Royal Ambition, and Bribery ? The Viking Age
of Exploration and Expansion ? Tidings from the East ? The End of the Viking Age ?
The Vikings Come to Christ ? The Second Viking Invasion This book helps to unravel
the mystery. Helping to finally shed the light on why the Vikings abruptly descended
onto the world stage in such dramatic fashion, this book begins to explore the motives
of the Viking exodus like no other and takes an in depth evaluation of all the
geographical, political, economic and religious underpinnings that led the Viking Age.
Known for hit-and-run raids that struck terror into the hearts of villagers across Europe
during the Middle Ages, the Vikings were independent farmers but also daring
explorers, sailing far from Scandinavia in search of new land to conquer and farm.
Author Don Nardo unpacks the many myths surrounding the Vikings with this
comprehensive account of the their culture and impact upon the course of history.
Chapters approach the subject with accessible language, maps, and timelines to
broaden student understanding and facilitate research. Topics discussed in this edition
include: the origin of the Vikings, conquests and expansions, the nature of Viking
communities, Norse mythology, explorations of the West, and the end of the Viking age.
Learn the alphabet while learning about the Minnesota Vikings football team.
A comprehensive new history of the infamous Vikings. Those men and women raided
and traded their way into history whilst at the same time helping to build new nations in
Scandinavia and beyond.
An accessible account of Viking warrior culture between the eighth and eleventh
centuries considers mysteries about their identities and descendants, sharing
biographical sketches of such figures as Erik Bloodaxe and Lief the Lucky while
drawing on new research in the fields of ritual magic, genetic profiling, and climatology.
Original.
This fascinating new book reveals the origins of the Vikings—from Thor and Leif Erikson to Loki
and the Valkyries—and the tales that have influenced our own lives. For thousands of years,
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Vikings have held a storied place in our culture—their distinct appearance, their mighty
longships, their reputation for causing death and destruction. But who were these strange and
mysterious folk? The Book of Viking Myths retells the stories of the Viking people, with myths
of their gods and goddesses, monsters, and great heroes. From tales of the beautiful and
powerful Freyja, to the gold-toothed Heimdallr, to the wolf Fenrir, Peter Archer explores all the
figures and tales that make up Norse mythology. Along with these legends of seafaring,
dwarves, giants, and the exploits of Thor, you will also discover the influences that Viking
culture has had on our own lives. It’s a true exploration of Nordic culture—and a glimpse into
the history and lore of these fabled Nordic warriors.
A look at the ancient Scandinavian peoples.
The Viking reputation is of bloodthirsty seafaring warriors, yet they were also traders, settlers,
and farmers, who have been variously perceived as poets, explorers, democrats, and
statesmen. Julian Richards uses the latest archaeological evidence to reveal the whole Viking
world, and examines their legacy - from medieval sagas to 19th Century nationalism.
Three Vikings set out on a daring quest in this thoughtful picture book that shines a light on
teamwork and individuality by Ezra Jack Keats Honor-winning creator Adam Auerbach. Three
Vikings were dreaming of Valhalla: an enchanted land full of possibility where only the
strongest and bravest can enter. The littlest Viking is neither the strongest nor the bravest,
though he is the most creative. Can a gentle, musical Viking really survive the treacherous
road to Valhalla? This mythical tale celebrates teamwork, acceptance, the power of music, and
the art of storytelling. Christy Ottaviano Books
An Indie Next pick for December 2012, Song of the Vikings brings to life Snorri Sturluson,
wealthy chieftain, wily politician, witty storyteller, and the sole source of Viking lore for all of
Western literature. Tales of one-eyed Odin, Thor and his mighty hammer, the trickster Loki,
and the beautiful Valkyries have inspired countless writers, poets, and dreamers through the
centuries, including Richard Wagner, JRR Tolkien, and Neil Gaiman, and author Nancy Marie
Brown brings alive the medieval Icelandic world where it all began. She paints a vivid picture of
the Icelandic landscape, with its colossal glaciers and volcanoes, steaming hot springs, and
moonscapes of ash, ice, and rock that inspired Snorri's words, and led him to create
unforgettable characters and tales. Drawing on her deep knowledge of Iceland and its history
and first-hand reading of the original medieval sources, Brown gives us a richly textured
narrative, revealing a spellbinding world that continues to fascinate.
Over one thousand years ago, kingdoms across Europe were changed forever as the Vikings
sailed in. Prepare here to board an iconic Norse ship and be transported into the battles, the
legacies, and the everyday lives of these intrepid warriors. From buried treasure to noble laws,
to murderouos myths: this the story of the Vikings. The Vikings were the original explorers with
a legacy going back to 800 AD. Popular culture thinks the 1600s was the Age of Discovery
when Europe discovered the Americas. Did you know some of the most exciting days of
seafaring expansion took place close to a thousand years before that when a group of
seafaring Scandinavians departed their homelands for the British Isles, seeking great power
and prosperity at all costs? For the next three centuries, the daring voyagers pillaged and
plundered their way to a vast kingdom, and in the process, developed new trade routes,
spreading everything from commerce to art to language from the Far East to the New World.
The pages of this book will take you into the Norseman's universe - their daily lives and ritual
deaths. We’ll explore the magical mythology of the Norse gods, go behind-the-scenes of the
hit History series Vikings, and examine their lasting legacy on the today's world. We even
cover pop culture too — much of Game of Thrones was based on the vikings (and countless
other shows and movies too). Here, in these richly illustrated pages, is everything you need to
know about the medieval warriors of the sea.
A heart-swelling debut for fans of The Silver Linings Playbook and The Curious Incident of the
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Dog in the Night-Time. Sometimes life isn’t as simple as heroes and villains. For Zelda, a
twenty-one-year-old Viking enthusiast who lives with her older brother, Gert, life is best lived
with some basic rules: 1. A smile means “thank you for doing something small that I liked.” 2.
Fist bumps and dabs = respect. 3. Strange people are not appreciated in her home. 4.
Tomatoes must go in the middle of the sandwich and not get the bread wet. 5. Sometimes the
most important things don’t fit on lists. But when Zelda finds out that Gert has resorted to
some questionable—and dangerous—methods to make enough money to keep them afloat,
Zelda decides to launch her own quest. Her mission: to be legendary. It isn’t long before Zelda
finds herself in a battle that tests the reach of her heroism, her love for her brother, and the
depth of her Viking strength. When We Were Vikings is an uplifting debut about an unlikely
heroine whose journey will leave you wanting to embark on a quest of your own, because after
all... We are all legends of our own making.
A semi-fictionalized account of Eric the Red's discovery of Greenland and of his son Leif's
voyages to North America five hundred years before Columbus
The VikingsA HistoryPenguin
The official companion book to the first three seasons of the hit History Channel show inspired
by a legendary Viking warrior. MGM’s hit show Vikings on the History Channel has drawn
millions of viewers into the fascinating and bloody world of legendary Norse hero Ragnar
Lothbrok, who led Viking warriors to the British Isles and France. Covering the first three
seasons of the series, this official companion book delves into the real history as well as the
behind-the-scenes stories. Viking historian Justin Pollard explains shipbuilding and navigation,
Norse culture and religion, and the first encounters between Viking warriors and the kings of
England and France. Interviews with cast and crew reveal the process of dramatizing this
gripping story, from reviving the Old Norse language to choreographing battle scenes and
building ancient temples for human sacrifice. This ebook is a must for fans of the show and
history buffs alike. VIKINGS © 2015 TM Prods Ltd/T5 Vikings Prods Inc. VIKINGSTM TM
Prods Ltd. Praise for The World of Vikings “A gorgeous companion book to the hit series . . .
The World of Vikings is an excellent piece for the avid Vikings fan. I highly recommend it.”
—Geeks of Doom “This is a whole new way of learning about Vikings. This book is full of the
legends and the lifestyle, with pictures to boot. It is a great read for any proud Scandinavian.”
—Grand Forks Herald
The Vikings maintain their grip on our imagination, but their image is too often distorted by
myth. It is true that they pillaged, looted, and enslaved. But they also settled peacefully and
traveled far from their homelands in swift and sturdy ships to explore. The Age of the Vikings
tells the full story of this exciting period in history. Drawing on a wealth of written, visual, and
archaeological evidence, Anders Winroth captures the innovation and pure daring of the
Vikings without glossing over their destructive heritage. He not only explains the Viking attacks,
but also looks at Viking endeavors in commerce, politics, discovery, and colonization, and
reveals how Viking arts, literature, and religious thought evolved in ways unequaled in the rest
of Europe. The Age of the Vikings sheds new light on the complex society, culture, and legacy
of these legendary seafarers.
'The Last Viking is a masterful and pulse-pounding narrative that transports the reader into the
middle of the action.' Carl Gnam, Military Heritage Harald Sigurdsson burst into history as a
teenaged youth in a Viking battle from which he escaped with little more than his life and a
thirst for vengeance. But from these humble origins, he became one of Norway's most
legendary kings. The Last Viking is a fast-moving narrative account of the life of King Harald
Hardrada, as he journeyed across the medieval world, from the frozen wastelands of the North
to the glittering towers of Byzantium and the passions of the Holy Land, until his warrior death
on the battlefield in England. Combining Norse sagas, Byzantine accounts, Anglo-Saxon
chronicles, and even King Harald's own verse and prose into a single, compelling story, Don
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Hollway vividly depicts the violence and spectacle of the late Viking era and delves into the
dramatic events that brought an end to almost three centuries of Norse conquest and
expansion.
An illustrated guide to Viking warfare from strategy and weapons to culture and tradition: “a
very excellent introduction to the Viking age as a whole” (Justin Pollard, historical consultant
for the Amazon television series Vikings). From the time when sailing was first introduced to
Scandinavia, Vikings reached virtually every corner of Europe and even America with their
raids and conquests. Wherever Viking ships roamed, enormous suffering followed in their
wake, but the encounters between cultures also brought immense change to both European
and Nordic societies. In Vikings at War, historian Kim Hjardar presents a comprehensive
overview of Viking weapons technology, military traditions and tactics, offensive and defensive
strategies, fortifications, ships, and command structure. The most crucial element of the
Viking’s success was their strategy of arriving by sea, attacking with great force, and
withdrawing quickly. In their militarized society, honor was everything, and ruining one’s
posthumous reputation was considered worse than death itself. Vikings at War features more
than 380 color illustrations, including beautiful reconstruction drawings, maps, cross-section
drawings of ships, line-drawings of fortifications, battle plan reconstructions, and photos of
surviving artifacts, including weapons and jewelry. Winner of Norway’s Saga Prize, Vikings at
War is now available in English with this new translation. “A magnificent piece of work [that]
I’d recommend to anyone with an interest in the Viking period.” —Justin Pollard, historical
consultant for the Amazon television series Vikings
Thoroughly updated and with a new foreword "The Viking Age is shot through with the spirit of
adventure. For 300 years, from just before AD800 until well into the eleventh century, the
Vikings affected almost every region accessible to their ships, and left traces that are still part
of life today." Far from being just "wild, barbaric, axe-wielding pirates," the Vikings created
complex social institutions, oversaw the coming of Christianity to Scandinavia, and made a
major impact on European history through trade, travel, and far-flung consolidation. This
encyclopedic study brings together the latest research on Viking art, burial customs, class
divisions, jewelry, kingship, poetry, and family life. The result is a rich and compelling picture of
an extraordinary civilization.
Illustrates the history of the Viking age in map form and details the Vikings' activities as traders,
craftsmen, explorers, settlers, terrorists, and mercenaries.
The definitive history of the Vikings -- from arts and culture to politics and cosmology -- by a
distinguished archaeologist with decades of expertise The Viking Age -- from 750 to 1050 --
saw an unprecedented expansion of the Scandinavian peoples into the wider world. As traders
and raiders, explorers and colonists, they ranged from eastern North America to the Asian
steppe. But for centuries, the Vikings have been seen through the eyes of others, distorted to
suit the tastes of medieval clerics and Elizabethan playwrights, Victorian imperialists, Nazis,
and more. None of these appropriations capture the real Vikings, or the richness and
sophistication of their culture. Based on the latest archaeological and textual evidence,
Children of Ash and Elm tells the story of the Vikings on their own terms: their politics, their
cosmology and religion, their material world. Known today for a stereotype of maritime
violence, the Vikings exported new ideas, technologies, beliefs, and practices to the lands they
discovered and the peoples they encountered, and in the process were themselves changed.
From Eirík Bloodaxe, who fought his way to a kingdom, to Gudrid Thorbjarnardóttir, the most
traveled woman in the world, Children of Ash and Elm is the definitive history of the Vikings
and their time.
In the eighth century, The Vikings, the water-borne warriors of Denmark, Norway, and Sweden,
conquered much of the British Isles. They pillaged the coast of France, pushed inland to sack
Paris, and seized Normandy. Sweeping south down the great rivers of central Europe, they
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overwhelmed the Slavs of Russia, captured Kiev, and clashed with the people of
Constantinople, the capital of the Byzantine Empire. In all this, the Vikings took untold
treasures, but they weren't just barbarians, content to plunder and burn. They were builders of
cities, founders of states, writers of poetry, and makers of laws. The Vikings also were bold
and tenacious explorers who ventured across oceans to discover new territories - including the
New World. Indeed, not since the golden age of the Roman Empire had any people so
powerfully influenced the Western world. Here, from award-winning journalist Robert Wernick,
is their dramatic story.
Their engrossing mythology, fighting prowess, complex culture, and ability to spread fear in the
hearts of the peoples they raided make the Vikings a topic of continual fascination. This book
covers both Viking society, including its social classes, gender roles, political organization,
religious beliefs and practices, and glorification of honor, as well as how the Vikings spread
from Scandinavia to establish themselves far and wide. Maps, charts, a timeline, and
photographs of historic sites, medieval manuscripts, and Viking art and artifacts are all
included. Sidebars offer extra information, such as the role of tattoos and a list of the many
realms of Norse myth.
Beth and her cousin Patrick travel in Mr. Whittaker's invention, the Imagination station, to 1000
A.D. Greenland, where they meet Erik the Red and Leif Eriksson and witness the spread of
Christianity in that country.
Why is it that encyclopedias assert the Vikings, or Norsemen, landed in parts of North America,
yet the Vikings have never been credited with its "discovery"? Historians bestow this honor on
Christopher Columbus, who ventured here five hundred years after the Vikings, having never
set foot on the continent! True Myth: Black Vikings of the Middle Ages takes the reader where
he or she has never been before. We have always been told that Vikings, or Norsemen, were
tall, blond, white and blue-eyed--an image that has been presented to us in books and films.
Now comes a book that challenges this centuries-old assertion, presenting evidence that these
vaunted warriors were not the people popular historians have told us they were. The author
presents evidence that white-skinned peoples in England, Ireland, and Wales referred to
Vikings as black pagans and black devils. The extent of their dominance in Europe is
examined--in fact, the author presents a reassessment of Europe that some readers will find
difficult to believe, beginning with man's migrations into the continent and examining a number
of black-skinned peoples who called Europe home from very ancient times almost to the
present. The reader has never read a book like this--filled with quotations from noted historians
as well as from several Icelandic sagas--that will take the reader on a journey he or she has
never imagined! A more accurate picture of Europe has never been presented before. The
writer revisits the last ice age, presents evidence of the heavy presence of blacks in ancient
Europe, and revisits ancient Greece, Rome, and areas of Asia, discussing the presence of
black-skinned peoples in them before arriving in Viking-age Scandinavia when Norsemen
embarked on a three-century-long assault on the continent and began migrating to Iceland and
other areas of North America. Once the reader has completed True Myth: Black Vikings of the
Middle Ages, he or she will have to question what he or she has been taught, historians once
thought to be trustworthy, and the notion that the races were strictly divided and had never
intermingled. There has never been a truer picture of Europe written, and the reader now has
the opportunity to embark on the most thrilling journey he or she will ever take.
This book explores 11 popular misconceptions about the Vikings. Each chapter looks at a
particular misconception, examines how it became popular, discusses what we now believe to
be the truth, and provides excerpts from primary source documents. • Examines popular
misconceptions about the Vikings • Discusses how misconceptions became popular, providing
historical truths contradicting the fictions • Provides excerpts from primary source documents
to help readers to understand the transmission of the fictions and to provide evidence for the
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historical truths • Directs readers to additional print and electronic resources on the Vikings in
suggestions for further reading
A comprehensive and thrilling history of the Vikings for fans of the History Channel series,
soon to return for its fifth season From Harald Bluetooth to Cnut the Great, the feared seamen
and plunderers of the Viking Age ruled Norway, Sweden, and Denmark but roamed as far as
Byzantium, Greenland, and America. Raiders and traders, settlers and craftsmen, the medieval
Scandinavians who have become familiar to history as Vikings never lose their capacity to
fascinate, from their ingeniously designed longboats to their stormy pantheon of Viking gods
and goddesses, ruled by Odin in Valhalla. Robert Ferguson is a sure guide across what he
calls "the treacherous marches which divide legend from fact in Viking Age history." His long
familiarity with the literary culture of Scandinavia with its skaldic poetry is combined with the
latest archaeological discoveries to reveal a sweeping picture of the Norsemen, one of history's
most amazing civilizations. Impeccably researched and filled with compelling accounts and
analyses of legendary Viking warriors and Norse mythology, The Vikings is an indispensable
guide to medieval Scandinavia and is a wonderful companion to the History Channel series.
"Integrating archaeological, genetic, linguistic, and literary information, Ferguson realizes a
Viking history bound to satisfy." -Booklist
Introduces the Vikings, discussing why they went on raids, what they wore, what their ships
were like, and how they shaped history.
History comes alive for kids like no textbook can in this epic account of the time of the Vikings
that's perfect for history buffs and reluctant readers! Contains awesome illustrations! From
battle-axe-wielding tribes plundering the greatest cities of Europe to powerful kings and queens
ruling their dominions with iron fists, the Vikings were some of the most feared and fearless
figures in European history. Find the bravest heroes, the most menacing villains, and
unbelievably awesome facts and myths inside this action-packed overview that will amaze kids
with tales of a people so incredible...it's hard to believe they were real. History buff and popular
blogger Ben Thompson's lively storytelling style brings the Vikings back to life in this second
book in the exhilarating Guts & Glory series!
An engaging and popular history of a mysterious era of English history--the conquest of the
Vikings. Its mixture of 'Dark Age' fear and its emphasis on the fighting faith of kings, country,
and monasteries is sure to fascinate and delight.
Space Viking Vengeance is a strange human motivation—it can drive a man to do things which
he neither would nor could achieve without it ... and because of that it lies behind some of the
greatest sagas of human literature!
"The popular TV show may have popularized Ragnar's story but the real facts are not very well
known. Discover the truth behind this Viking Warrior and the rich history of the
Vikings."--Publisher's description.
Completely updated to include important primary research, archaeological
findings and debates from the last decade, this third edition of F. Donald Logan's
successful book examines the Vikings and their critical role in history. The author
uses archaeological, literary and historical evidence to analyze the Vikings'
overseas expeditions and their transformation from raiders to settlers. Focusing
on the period from 800–1050, it studies the Vikings across the world, from
Denmark and Sweden right across to the British Isles, the North Atlantic and the
New World. This edition includes: a new epilogue explaining the aims of the book
updated further reading sections maps and photographs. By taking this new
archaeological and primary research into account, the author provides a vital text
for history students and researchers of this fascinating people.
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The popular image of the Vikings is of tall red-headed men, raping and pillaging
their way around the coast of Europe, stopping only to ransack monasteries and
burn longships. But the violent Vikings of the 8th century became the pious
Christians of the 11th century, who gave gold crosses to Christian churches and
in whose areas of rule pagan idols were destroyed and churches were built. So
how did this radical transformation happen, and why? What difference did it make
to the Vikings, and to those around them, and what is their legacy today? This
book takes a "global" look at this key period in Viking history, exploring all the
major areas of Viking settlement. Written to be an accessible and engaging
overview for the general reader.
“An absorbing and humane account . . . Mr. Herman is at pains to remind us that
the Viking world was never just a stage for mayhem. It was, he says, ‘about
daring to reach for more than the universe had gifted you, no matter the odds and
the obstacles.’ In short: We might all take our own life’s cue from the Viking
heart.”—The Wall Street Journal From a New York Times best-selling historian
and Pulitzer Prize finalist, a sweeping epic of how the Vikings and their
descendants have shaped history and America Scandinavia has always been a
world apart. For millennia Norwegians, Danes, Finns, and Swedes lived a remote
and rugged existence among the fjords and peaks of the land of the midnight
sun. But when they finally left their homeland in search of opportunity, these
wanderers—including the most famous, the Vikings—would reshape Europe and
beyond. Their ingenuity, daring, resiliency, and loyalty to family and community
would propel them to the gates of Rome, the steppes of Russia, the courts of
Constantinople, and the castles of England and Ireland. But nowhere would they
leave a deeper mark than across the Atlantic, where the Vikings’ legacy would
become the American Dream. In The Viking Heart, Arthur Herman melds a
compelling historical narrative with cutting-edge archaeological and DNA
research to trace the epic story of this remarkable and diverse people. He shows
how the Scandinavian experience has universal meaning, and how we can still
be inspired by their indomitable spirit.
The analysis of silk is a fascinating topic for research in itself but here, focusing
on the 9th and 10th centuries, Marianne Vedeler takes a closer look at the trade
routes and the organization of production, trade and consumption of silk during
the Viking Age. Beginning with a presentation of the silk finds in the Oseberg
burial, the richest Viking burial find ever discovered, the other silk finds from high
status graves in Scandinavia are discussed along with an introduction to the
techniques used to produce raw silk and fabrics. Later chapters concentrate on
trade and exchange, considering the role of silk items both as trade objects and
precious gifts, and in the light of coin finds. The main trade routes of silk to
Scandinavia along the Russian rivers, and comparable Russian finds are
described and the production and regulation of silk in Persia, early Islamic
production areas and the Byzantine Empire discussed. The final chapter
considers silk as a social actor in various contexts in Viking societies compared
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to the Christian west.
Sons of Vikings tells the story of the Viking Age (793-1066 A.D.) through the lives
of extraordinary people. Each chapter is a biography of Ragnar Lothbrok, Ivar the
Boneless, Bjorn Ironside, Rollo, Brian Boru, Erik the Red, Floki, Leif Erikson,
Lagertha, Alfred, Rurik, Sviatoslav, William the Conqueror, and many other
heroes and villains. It provides an understanding of this pivotal historical period in
a way that facts and chronologies alone cannot. Sons of Vikings is meticulously
researched from almost 100 sources but is also not afraid to challenge
conventional beliefs and offer new perspectives. It is the perfect introduction for
the casual fan of Vikings in television and popular culture but also offers a new
take for the well-read history enthusiast. From myths, legends, sagas, and
stories, to the most-recent archeology and DNA research, this book brings the
Viking Age to life.
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