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Richard S Hillman
Views of the modern Caribbean have been constructed by a fiction of the absent
aboriginal. Yet, all across the Caribbean Basin, individuals and communities are
reasserting their identities as indigenous peoples, from Carib communities in the
Lesser Antilles, the Garifuna of Central America, and the Taíno of the Greater
Antilles, to members of the Caribbean diaspora. Far from extinction, or
permanent marginality, the region is witnessing a resurgence of native
identification and organization. This is the only volume to date that focuses
concerted attention on a phenomenon that can no longer be ignored. Territories
covered include Belize, Cuba, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, French
Guiana, Guyana, St. Vincent, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, and the Puerto
Rican diaspora. Writing from a range of contemporary perspectives on
indigenous presence, identities, the struggle for rights, relations with the nationstate, and globalization, fourteen scholars, including four indigenous
representatives, contribute to this unique testament to cultural survival. This book
will be indispensable to students of Caribbean history and anthropology,
indigenous studies, ethnicity, and globalization.
This edited volume focuses on the attempts of various Caribbean countries to
diversify their economies and societies. It is done in the context of political and
economic difficulties that these countries have faced since the 2007-2008
economic crash and how successful they have been in moving their economies
in a different direction. The contributors use very distinct levels of analysis in
order to provide a nuanced view of diversification efforts in Trinidad and Tobago,
Jamaica, Cuba, the French Antilles, and the Dutch Antilles. The book will appeal
to academic researchers, practitioners, policy makers, and everyone who is
interested in the politics and development of the Caribbean region.
The Caribbean has been traditionally associated with externally devised
mappings and categories, thus appearing as a passive entity to be consumed
and categorized. Challenging these forces and representations, Carlos Garrido
Castellano argues that something more must be added to the discussion in order
to address contemporary Caribbean visual creativity. Beyond Representation in
Contemporary Caribbean Art arises from several years of field research and
curatorial activity in museums, universities, and cultural institutions of Jamaica,
Trinidad, Martinique, Guadeloupe, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, and
the United States. This book explores the ways in which Caribbean individuals
and communities have recurred to art and visual creativity to create and sustain
public spaces of discussion and social interaction. The book analyzes
contemporary Caribbean art in relation to broader discussions of citizenship,
cultural agency, critical geography, migration, and social justice. Covering a
broad range of artistic projects, including curatorial practice, socially engaged art,
institutional politics, public art, and performance, this book is about the
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imaginative ways in which Caribbean subjects and communities rearrange the
sociocultural framework(s) they inhabit and share.
Contemporary Caribbean Writing and Deleuze maps a new intellectual and
literary history of postcolonial Caribbean writing and thought spanning from the
1930s surrealist movement to the present,crossing the region's language blocs,
and focused on the interconnected principles of creativity and commemoration.
Exploring the work of René Ménil, Édouard Glissant, Wilson Harris, Derek
Walcott, Antonio Benítez-Rojo, Pauline Melville, Robert Antoni and Nalo
Hopkinson, this study reveals the explicit and implicit engagement with Deleuzian
thought at work in contemporary Caribbean writing.Uniting for the first time two
major schools of contemporary thought - postcolonialism and post-continental
philosophy - this study establishes a new and innovative critical discourse for
Caribbean studies and postcolonial theory beyond the oppositional dialectic of
colonizer and colonized. Drawing from Deleuze's writings on Bergson, Nietzsche
and Spinoza, this study interrogates the postcolonial tropes of newness,
becoming, relationality and a philosophical concept of immanence that lie at the
heart of a little-observed dialogue between contemporary Caribbean writers and
Deleuze.
Despite their growing presence, research on Caribbean and, especially, African
immigrants has been scant. The scarcity of writings on these "other" African
Americans contributes to the invisibility of these groups. The objective of this
project is to broaden our understanding ...
Since its beginnings 33 years ago, Peepal Tree has published around 45
collections of Caribbean short stories, reinforcing the view that the short story is
the Caribbean literary form par excellence. This anthology draws from those
collections, plus a few guests, focusing on work written over the past twenty-five
years, the majority dealing with the recent post-independence period up to the
present. Though quality is the ultimate criteria, this anthology is unrivalled in its
range across the Anglophone Caribbean and its diasporas, and representative of
Caribbean ethnicities, gender and sexual orientations. Stories offer images of the
city from ghettos to gated communities, suburbia, villages, the coastal margins.
They display a range of contemporary concerns: social fragmentation, political
corruption, sexual politics. They display a range of short story genres from satire,
gritty realism, magical realism, fantasy, the gothic, the folkloric, horror, crime,
erotica, flash fiction, the speculative... Whilst the stories in the anthology
collectively offer an insightful picture of both the contemporary Caribbean and of
the current status of the Caribbean short story as a form, the overall editorial aim
has been to create a book that gives the reader a rich, varied and rewarding
reading experience. The collection includes the work of, amongst others, Opal
Palmer Adisa, Christine Barrow, Rhoda Bharath, Jacqueline Bishop, Hazel
Campbell, Merle Collins, Cyril Dabydeen, Kwame Dawes, Curdella Forbes,
Ifeona Fulani, Keith Jardim, Barbara Jenkins, Meiling Jin, Cherie Jones, Helen
Klonaris, Sharon Leach, Alecia McKenzie, Sharon Millar, Anton Nimblett,
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Geoffrey Philp, Velma Pollard, Jennifer Rahim, Raymond Ramcharitar, Jacob
Ross, Leone Ross, Olive Senior, Jan Shinebourne, Elizabeth Walcott-Hackshaw
and N.D. Williams.
Collection of six plays from the Caribbean.
As an overseas department of France, Guadeloupe is one of a handful of nonindependent societies in the Caribbean that seem like political exceptions—or
even paradoxes—in our current postcolonial era. In Non-Sovereign Futures,
Yarimar Bonilla wrestles with the conceptual arsenal of political
modernity—challenging contemporary notions of freedom, sovereignty,
nationalism, and revolution—in order to recast Guadeloupe not as a
problematically non-sovereign site but as a place that can unsettle how we think
of sovereignty itself. Through a deep ethnography of Guadeloupean labor
activism, Bonilla examines how Caribbean political actors navigate the conflicting
norms and desires produced by the modernist project of postcolonial sovereignty.
Exploring the political and historical imaginaries of activist communities, she
examines their attempts to forge new visions for the future by reconfiguring
narratives of the past, especially the histories of colonialism and slavery. Drawing
from nearly a decade of ethnographic research, she shows that political
participation—even in failed movements—has social impacts beyond simple
material or economic gains. Ultimately, she uses the cases of Guadeloupe and
the Caribbean at large to offer a more sophisticated conception of the
possibilities of sovereignty in the postcolonial era.
Contemporary Caribbean Women's Poetry provides detailed readings of
individual poems by women poets whose work has not yet received the sustained
critical attention it deserves. These readings are contextualized both within
Caribbean cultural debates and postcolonial and feminist critical discourses in a
lively and engaged way; revisiting nationalist debates as well as topical issues
about the performance of gendered and raced identities within poetic discourse.
Newly available in paperback, this book is groundbreaking reading for all those
interested in postcolonialism, Gender Studies, Caribbean Studies and
contemporary poetry.
Designed to enhance readers' comprehension and appreciation of the traditions,
influences, and common themes underlying the many differences within this
complex region, this volume ranges in coverage from history to economics and
politics, from the environment to ethnicity, from religion to the Caribbean
diaspora.
This collection of thirteen original essays by experts in the field of Caribbean
studies clarifies the diverse elements that have shaped the modern Caribbean.
Through an interdisciplinary examination of the complexities of race, politics,
language, and environment that mark the region, the authors offer readers a
thorough understanding of the Caribbean's history and culture. The essays also
comment thoughtfully on the problems that confront the Caribbean in today's
world. The essays focus on the Caribbean island and the mainland enclaves of
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Belize and the Guianas. Topics examined include the Haitian Revolution of the
late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries; labor and society in the nineteenthcentury Caribbean; society and culture in the British and French West Indies
since 1870; identity, race, and black power in Jamaica; the "February Revolution"
of 1970 in Trinidad; contemporary Puerto Rico; politics, economy, and society in
twentieth-century Cuba; Spanish Caribbean politics and nationalism in the
nineteenth century; Caribbean migrations; economic history of the British
Caribbean; international relations; and nationalism, nation, and ideology in the
evolution of Caribbean literature. The authors trace the historical roots of current
Caribbean difficulties and analyze these problems in the light of economic,
political, and social developments. Additionally, they explore these conditions in
relation to United States interests and project what may lie ahead for the region.
The challenges currently facing the Caribbean, note the editors, impose a heavy
burden upon political leaders who must struggle "to eliminate the tensions when
the people are so poor and their expectations so great." The contributors are
Herman L. Bennett, Bridget Brereton, David Geggus, Franklin W. Knight,
Anthony P. Maingot, Jay R. Mandle, Roberto Marquez, Teresita Martinez Vergne,
Colin A. Palmer, Bonham C. Richardson, Franciso A. Scarano, and Blanca G.
Silvestrini.
The period from the 1970s to the present day has produced an extraordinarily
rich and diverse body of Caribbean writing that has been widely acclaimed.
Caribbean Literature in Transition, 1970-2020 traces the region's contemporary
writings across the established genres of prose, poetry, fiction and drama into
emerging areas of creative non-fiction, memoir and speculative fiction with a
particular attention on challenging the narrow canon of Anglophone male writers.
It maps shifts and continuities between late twentieth century and early twentyfirst century Caribbean literature in terms of innovations in literary form and style,
the changing role and place of the writer, and shifts in our understandings of what
constitutes the political terrain of the literary and its sites of struggle. Whilst
reaching across language divides and multiple diasporas, it shows how
contemporary Caribbean Literature has focused its attentions on social
complexity and ongoing marginalizations in its continued preoccupations with
identity, belonging and freedoms.
Gad Heuman provides a comprehensive introduction the history of the
Caribbean, from its earliest inhabitants to contemporary political and cultural
developments. Topics covered include: - The Amerindians - Sugary and Slavery Race, Racism and Equality - The Aftermath of Emancipation - The Revolutionary
Caribbean - Cultures of the Caribbean This new edition is fully revised and
updated, with new material on the pre-Columbian era and the Hispanic
Caribbean. It takes account not only of the political and social struggles that have
shaped the Caribbean, but also provides a sense of the development of the
region's culture. The Caribbean: A Brief History is ideal for students and those
seeking a clear and readable introduction to Caribbean history.
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When Americans seek an escape from the worries and dilemmas of everyday
life, the crystal blue waters and white sands of the Caribbean islands seem like
the answer to a prayer. Yet this image of a tourist’s paradise hides a tumultuous
history marked by strife and division over race, political power, and economic
inequality. Olwyn Blouet explores the story of “the Caribbean” over the last 50
years, revealing it to be a region positioned at the heart of some the most
prominent geopolitical issues of modern times. Navigating a rich mélange of
cultures and histories, Blouet unearths a complex narrative that is frequently
overlooked in histories of the Americas. In stark contrast to widely-read
guidebooks, this chronicle unflinchingly probes two strikingly different worlds in
the Caribbean islands—those of the haves and the have-nots—created by the
volatile mixture of colonial politics, racial segregation, and economic upheaval.
The strategic political relations between Caribbean nations, Cuba in particular,
and the world powers during the Cold War; the economic transformations
instigated by tourism; and the modernizing efforts of Caribbean nations in order
to meet the demands of a globalizing twenty-first century market are among the
numerous issues explored by Blouet in her efforts to redress the historical
record’s imbalance. The Contemporary Caribbean also explores the proud
histories of the region's many nations in sports such as cricket and baseball, as
well as their famed cuisines, and the uneasy balance today between local
traditions and the vestiges of colonial influence.
Unprecedented in scope, this book examines the modern history of the
Caribbean through its artistic culture. Acknowledging the individuality of various
islands, the richness of the coastal regions, and the reach of the Diaspora,
Caribbean looks at the vital visual and cultural links that exist among these
diverse constituencies. The authors examine how the Caribbean has been
imagined and pictures, and the role of art in the development of national identity.
Traces the events that have shaped the history of the Caribbean islands in the
five hundred years since the arrival of Columbus.
In this book, Patricia Fay tells the history of the Anglophone Caribbean by documenting the
material culture in the form of locally made earthenware pots--everyday objects that have been
central to domestic life dating from precolonial to postcolonial times. Over the course of twenty
years and multiple visits to the region, Fay has documented, via text and image, the living
heritage of traditional ceramics in the contemporary Caribbean, introducing the reader to the
generations of potters, pots, and production techniques. In the process, she charts the history
of the region and its people, reminding the reader of the extraordinary historical insights to be
gained by examining seemingly quotidian objects.
"The Tourism industry is seen as the linchpin that holds the majority of the economies of the
Caribbean together. In Contemporary Caribbean Tourism, authors Roberts, Best and
Cameron, provide a comprehensive, contemporary resource for students and practitioners
alike. Spanning the breadth of issues from accommodation and transportation; environmental
and economic impacts; Cultural, Sport, Health and Wellness, and Adventure Tourism; to
disaster management and preparedness, this book discusses all of the elements essential to
the long-term development and sustainability of the Region's most valuable source of income.
Cutting across the Dutch, English, Spanish and French Caribbean, the history and issues of
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tourism in the Caribbean are presented in a cohesive and easy to grasp manner, with practical
examples, case studies and references from all aspects of the business of tourism. Structured
to provide an understanding and analysis of the importance of tourism to the Caribbean,
Contemporary Caribbean Tourism stands as a foundational text addressing all of the
contemporary realities of Caribbean tourism. The book is divided into 5 key sections with
chapters which each feature learning outcomes, summaries and key terms as well as
discussion questions and exercises. Copiously illustrated with tables, figures, images and
cases, each chapter is rounded out with references for further reading."--page 4 of cover.
Understanding the Contemporary CaribbeanLynne Rienner Pub
"Pictures from Paradise" examines the ways in which contemporary art photography has
evolved within the English-speaking Caribbean, rising beyond depictions of idyllic scenes to
tackle more complex social, racial, political and gender issues. Within the past few years,
regional artists have provided an increasingly searching image of the Caribbean and the
people who inhabit it. The only publication on contemporary Caribbean photography, "Pictures
from Paradise" features more than 200 images from 18 established and up-and-coming artists,
including Ewan Atkinson, Marvin Bartley, Terry Boddie, Holly Bynoe, James Cooper, Renee
Cox, Gerard Gaskin, Abigail Hadeed, Gerard Hanson, Nadia Huggins, Marlon James, Roshini
Kempadoo, O'Neil Lawrence, Ebony Patterson, Radcliffe Roye, Alex Smailes, Stacey Tyrell
and Rodell Warner.
"During the 1990s, the Eastern Caribbean was caught in a bitter trade dispute between the US
and EU over the European banana market. When the World Trade Organization rejected
preferential access for Caribbean growers in 1998 the effect on the region's rural communities
was devastating. This volume examines the "banana wars" from the vantage point of St.
Lucia's Mabouya Valley, whose recent, turbulent history reveals the impact of global forces.
The author investigates how the contemporary structure of the island's banana industry
originated in colonial policies to create a politically "stable" peasantry. followed by politicians'
efforts to mobilize rural voters. These political strategies left farmers dependent on institutional
and market protection, leaving them vulnerable to any alteration in trade policy. This history
gave way to a new harsh reality, in which neoliberal policies privilege price and quantity over
human rights and the environment. However. against these challenges, the author shows how
the rural poor have responded in creative ways, including new social movements and Fair
Trade farming, in order to negotiate a stronger position for themselves in a shifting global
economy."--BOOK JACKET.
The Caribbean ranks among the earliest and most completely globalized regions in the world.
From the first moment Europeans set foot on the islands to the present, products, people, and
ideas have made their way back and forth between the region and other parts of the globe with
unequal but inexorable force. An inventory of some of these unprecedented multidirectional
exchanges, this volume provides a measure of, as well as a model for, new scholarship on
globalization in the region. Ten essays by leading scholars in the field of Caribbean studies
identify and illuminate important social and cultural aspects of the region as it seeks to
maintain its own identity against the unrelenting pressures of globalization. These essays
examine cultural phenomena in their creolized forms--from sports and religion to music and
drink--as well as the Caribbean manifestations of more universal trends--from racial inequality
and feminist activism to indebtedness and economic uncertainty. Throughout, the volume
points to the contending forces of homogeneity and differentiation that define globalization and
highlights the growing agency of the Caribbean peoples in the modern world. Contributors:
Antonio Benitez-Rojo (1931-2004) Alex Dupuy, Wesleyan University Juan Flores, City
University of New York Graduate Center Jorge L. Giovannetti, University of Puerto Rico Aline
Helg, University of Geneva Franklin W. Knight, The Johns Hopkins University Anthony P.
Maingot, Florida International University Teresita Martinez-Vergne, Macalester College Helen
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McBain, Economic Commission for Latin America & the Caribbean, Trinidad Frances NegronMuntaner, Columbia University Valentina Peguero, University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
Raquel Romberg, Temple University
"The artists represented in this book reflect the region's hybrid culture and offer competing
ideas about Caribbean identity in a variety of works done in the last six years in a wide range
of media. Two introductory essays by contemporary-art historians survey the themes treated
by the artists and offer insights into the different traditions and contemporary-art scenes in the
region. The book contains 200 colour illustrations, including a colorplate section complemented
by commentaries that place the individual works in the context of each artist's oeuvre. Artist
biographies and a selected bibliography complete the volume."--BOOK JACKET.
In this book, Amy K. King examines how violence between women in contemporary Caribbean
and American texts is rooted in plantation slavery. Analyzing films, television shows, novels,
short stories, poems, book covers, and paintings, King shows how contemporary media reuse
salacious and stereotypical depictions of relationships between women living within the
plantation system to confront its legacy in the present. The vestiges of these
relationships--enslavers and enslaved women, employers and domestic servants, lovers and
rivals--negate characters' efforts to imagine non-abusive approaches to power and agency.
King's work goes beyond any other study to date to examine the intersections of gender,
sexuality, race, ethnicity, class, ability, and nationality in U.S. and Caribbean depictions of
violence between women in the wake of slavery.
This publication addresses several contemporary issues impacting the relations between the
Caribbean and Latin America including challenges relation to migration, security, economic
and political integration, in the context of the current global environment. Against this
background, the publication also seeks to provide recommendations and options
Relational Undercurrents accompanies an exhibition by the same name that opens at the
Museum of Latin American Art in Long Beach, California in September, 2017. The exhibition
and edited volume call attention to the artistic production of the Caribbean islands and their
diasporas, challenging the conventional geographic and conceptual boundaries of Latin
America.
This text focuses on the contemporary economic, social, geographical, environmental and
political realities of the Caribbean region. Historical aspects of the Caribbean, such as slavery,
the plantation system and plantocracy are explored in order to explain the contemporary nature
of, and challenges faced by, the Caribbean. The book is divided into three parts, dealing
respectively with: the foundations of the Caribbean, rural and urban bases of the contemporary
Caribbean, and global restructuring and the Caribbean: industry, tourism and politics.
Caribbean Popular Culture: Power, Politics and Performance examines the Caribbean popular
- an idea that has been an important and contested terrain for exploring the dynamic and
oftentimes subversive cultural expressions of the region. The Caribbean popular arts, whether
embodied in the hybrid musical genres or vernacular performance and festival traditions, have
historically provided a space for social and political critique, the performance of visibility and
also articulations of a temporal emancipatory ethos with its attendant acquisition of power and
status. Beyond the spaces of their local/regional enactments and the social realities out of
which they emerged and continue to circulate, Caribbean popular culture has over time
contributed to contemporary understandings of global and diasporic cultures and, at the same
time, the dynamics of inter-cultural encounters. The terrain of the popular has been a
generative site for the study of Caribbean societies, and has produced enduring theoretical
postulations that have been pivotal to the shaping of the intellectual production on the
Caribbean. It is also the most powerful force that socializes contemporary Caribbean citizens
into an understanding of their identities, the limits of their citizenship, and the meaning of their
worlds.
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Combining fertile soils, vital trade routes, and a coveted strategic location, the islands and
surrounding continental lowlands of the Caribbean were one of Europe’s earliest and most
desirable colonial frontiers. The region was colonized over the course of five centuries by a
revolving cast of Spanish, Dutch, French, and English forces, who imported first African slaves
and later Asian indentured laborers to help realize the economic promise of sugar, coffee, and
tobacco. The Caribbean: A History of the Region and Its Peoples offers an authoritative onevolume survey of this complex and fascinating region. This groundbreaking work traces the
Caribbean from its pre-Columbian state through European contact and colonialism to the rise
of U.S. hegemony and the economic turbulence of the twenty-first century. The volume begins
with a discussion of the region’s diverse geography and challenging ecology and features an
in-depth look at the transatlantic slave trade, including slave culture, resistance, and ultimately
emancipation. Later sections treat Caribbean nationalist movements for independence and
struggles with dictatorship and socialism, along with intractable problems of poverty, economic
stagnation, and migrancy. Written by a distinguished group of contributors, The Caribbean is
an accessible yet thorough introduction to the region’s tumultuous heritage which offers
enough nuance to interest scholars across disciplines. In its breadth of coverage and depth of
detail, it will be the definitive guide to the region for years to come.
This book identifies and engages with an analysis of racism in the Caribbean region, providing
an empirically-based theoretical re-framing of both the racialisation of the globe and evaluation
of the prospects for anti-racism and the post-racial.
This vast three-volume Encyclopedia offers more than 4000 entries on all aspects of the
dynamic and exciting contemporary cultures of Latin America and the Caribbean. Its coverage
is unparalleled with more than 40 regions discussed and a time-span of 1920 to the present
day. "Culture" is broadly defined to include food, sport, religion, television, transport, alongside
architecture, dance, film, literature, music and sculpture. The international team of contributors
include many who are based in Latin America and the Caribbean making this the most
essential, authoritative and authentic Encyclopedia for anyone studying Latin American and
Caribbean studies. Key features include: * over 4000 entries ranging from extensive overview
entries which provide context for general issues to shorter, factual or biographical pieces *
articles followed by bibliographic references which offer a starting point for further research *
extensive cross-referencing and thematic and regional contents lists direct users to relevant
articles and help map a route through the entries * a comprehensive index provides further
guidance.
Reading novels by contemporary women in the Caribbean dyaspora alongside and against
law, history and anthropology, the book argues that Caribbean women's sexuality has been
mobilized for various imperialist and nationalist projects from the nineteenth century to present.

Biodiversity has been a key concept in international conservation since the
1980s, yet historians have paid little attention to its origins. Uncovering its roots in
tropical fieldwork and the southward expansion of U.S. empire at the turn of the
twentieth century, Megan Raby details how ecologists took advantage of growing
U.S. landholdings in the circum-Caribbean by establishing permanent field
stations for long-term, basic tropical research. From these outposts of U.S.
science, a growing community of American "tropical biologists" developed both
the key scientific concepts and the values embedded in the modern discourse of
biodiversity. Considering U.S. biological fieldwork from the era of the SpanishAmerican War through the anticolonial movements of the 1960s and 1970s, this
study combines the history of science, environmental history, and the history of
U.S.–Caribbean and Latin American relations. In doing so, Raby sheds new light
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on the origins of contemporary scientific and environmentalist thought and brings
to the forefront a surprisingly neglected history of twentieth-century U.S. science
and empire.
Security challenges pose significant hardship for citizens of Caribbean nations.
Public safety is threatened by high rates of crime – especially violent crime – in
much of the region, the plague of the illicit drug trade, transnational organized
crime, gangs, the current global proliferation of crimes of terrorism and related
violent extremism and radicalization. The situation diminishes morale among the
youth, their education and their future, and operates as a major push factor. Yet,
surprisingly, there has been a scarcity of scholarly work that addresses these
conditions. This interdisciplinary volume succinctly responds to the gap in
criminological and security studies on the Caribbean by drawing attention to the
understudied nexus of crime, violence, and security that is so pervasive in the
region, and the ways in which underdevelopment re/creates environments for
insecurity. The book is organized in three parts: Part one encompasses
conceptualizations of crime, violence and punishment. Part two takes up country
cases on crime and security. Part three addresses issues of regional security,
both public and private. This timely volume will be valuable reading for scholars,
students, practitioners and policy makers who share a critical interest in the
scope, impact, and inter-relationality of crime, violence, and in/security in the
region.
Phonographic Memories is the first book to perform a sustained analysis of the
narrative and thematic influence of Caribbean popular music on the Caribbean
novel. Tracing a region-wide attention to the deep connections between music
and memory in the work of Lawrence Scott, Oscar Hijuelos, Colin Channer,
Daniel Maximin, and Ramabai Espinet, Njelle Hamilton tunes in to each novel’s
soundtrack while considering the broader listening cultures that sustain collective
memory and situate Caribbean subjects in specific localities. These “musical
fictions” depict Caribbean people turning to calypso, bolero, reggae, gwoka, and
dub to record, retrieve, and replay personal and cultural memories. Offering a
fresh perspective on musical nationalism and nostalgic memory in the era of
globalization, Phonographic Memories affirms the continued importance of
Caribbean music in providing contemporary novelists ethical narrative models for
sounding marginalized memories and voices. Njelle W. Hamilton's Spotify playlist
to accompany Phonographic Memories: https://spoti.fi/2tCQRm8
According to Martinican theorist Édouard Glissant, the twentieth century has
been dominated in the Caribbean by a passion for the remembrance of colonial
history. But while Glissant identifies this passion for memory in the thematizing of
nature in Caribbean modernist life, scholar Guillermina De Ferrari claims it is the
vulnerability of the human body that has become the trope to which Caribbean
postmodernist authors largely appeal in their efforts to revise the discourse that
has shaped postcolonial societies. In Vulnerable States: Bodies of Memory in
Contemporary Caribbean Fiction, De Ferrari offers a comparative study of novels
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from across the Caribbean, arguing that vulnerability (symbolic and therefore
political) should be seen as the true foundation of Caribbeanness. While most
theories of the region have traditionally emphasized corporeality as a constitutive
aspect of Caribbean societies, they assume its uniqueness is founded on race,
itself understood either as a "fact" of the body or as the "ethnic" fusion of
distinctive cultures of origin. In reconceptualizing corporeality as vulnerability, De
Ferrari proposes an alternative view of Caribbeanness based on affect—that is, on
an emotional disposition that results from the alienating role historical, medical,
and anthropological notions of the body have traditionally played in determining
how the region understands itself. While vulnerability thus addresses the role
historically played by race in determining systems of social and political
powerlessness, it also prefigures other ways in which Caribbeanness is currently
negotiated at local and international levels, ranging from the stigmatization of the
ill to the global fetishization of the region’s physical beauty, material degradation,
and political stagnation.Positioned at the intersection of literary and
anthropological study, Vulnerable States will appeal to Caribbeanists of the three
major language areas of the region as well as to postcolonial scholars interested
in issues of race, gender, and nation formation
"Carefully designed to enhance readers' comprehension of the diversity and
complexities of the region, Understanding the Contemporary Caribbean ranges in
coverage from history to politics and economics, from the environment to
ethnicity, from religion to the Caribbean diaspora. Each topic is covered in an
accessible style, but with reference to the latest scholarship. This new edition has
been thoroughly updated to reflect recent events and trends." "Maps,
photographs, and a table of basic political data enhance the text, which has
made its place as the best available introduction to the region."--Book jacket.
First published in 1982, this study attempts to put contemporary Caribbean
development into historical perspective. By first constructing a Marxist framework
for the study of development , Jay Mandle assesses the reasons why the region
emerged underdeveloped and evaluates post-world-war two efforts to overcome
the legacy of poverty through a strategy of "industrialization through invitation."
Identifying the reasons why a Marxist framework yielded results which were
unsatisfactory, the author then explores the requirements which must be met for
a more reliable study of the Caribbean’s economic development. Case studies of
Cuba, Jamaica, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago examine the extent to which these
requirements have been met.
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