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Biologists, climate scientists, and economists all rely on models to move their
work forward. In this book, Stephen M. Downes explores the use of models in
these and other fields to introduce readers to the various philosophical issues
that arise in scientific modeling. Readers learn that paying attention to models
plays a crucial role in appraising scientific work. This book first presents a wide
range of models from a number of different scientific disciplines. After assembling
some illustrative examples, Downes demonstrates how models shed light on
many perennial issues in philosophy of science and in philosophy in general.
Reviewing the range of views on how models represent their targets introduces
readers to the key issues in debates on representation, not only in science but in
the arts as well. Also, standard epistemological questions are cast in new and
interesting ways when readers confront the question, "What makes for a good (or
bad) model?" All examples from the sciences and positions in the philosophy of
science are presented in an accessible manner. The book is suitable for
undergraduates with minimal experience in philosophy and an introductory
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undergraduate experience in science. Key features: The book serves as a highly
accessible philosophical introduction to models and modeling in the sciences,
presenting all philosophical and scientific issues in a nontechnical manner.
Students and other readers learn to practice philosophy of science by starting
with clear examples taken directly from the sciences. While not comprehensive,
this book introduces the reader to a wide range of views on key issues in the
philosophy of science.
Originally published in 1974, this book provided a most useful introductory survey
of all the major philosophical issues relating to the social sciences at the time.
While it covers a remarkable amount of ground in a short space, it is never
superficial, for its lucid and careful analysis does full justice to the complexities
and controversies of the subject. Nor is it merely a survey, for, while putting all
points of view with scrupulous fairness, the author never fails to make clear his
own, and to support it with reasoned argument. The book's basic framework is a
comparison of physical and social science, and in this context the author
examines the problems of the mental aspect of social life, general laws, the
individual and the social, explanation, and the relation of fact to value. He is far
from advocating (as is often done) the wholesale acceptance or rejection of the
'physical science model' in the social sciences - rather, he carefully considers the
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various elements of the model in relation to the nature of social life. A noteworthy
feature of this book is the philosophical analysis of statistical correlations and
tests of significance, which bulk so large in the practice of social scientists, yet
are all too seldom discussed in books of this kind. Also of special interest is the
penetrating and original analysis of functionalist explanation in social science.
Students of the social sciences and of philosophy will find this an admirable
introduction to an important aspect of their respective disciplines.
A Hospice in Change: Applied Social Realist Theory reports upon a study into
aspects of the ways in which structural and organisational developments,
professional cultures and ‘bedside’ or patient focused clinical practice interact
within a single UK institution. While the findings of this study are time and context
specific, the events and social processes being described may nonetheless
resonate closely with the experience of healthcare practitioners at other hospices
both within and without the UK. The work examines themes and ideas that
hospice and palliative care practitioners, as well as those involved or interested
more broadly in ‘end of life issues’, may find relevant. It is argued that
differential morphogenesis can be identified between structures (social and
cultural) and agents (individual and group) at an independent healthcare charity
in southern England. A Hospice in Change connects theory and philosophy with
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concrete research practice to provide a worked example of Margaret Archer’s
realist social theory.
Few can imagine a world without telephones or televisions; many depend on
computers and the Internet as part of daily life. Without scientific theory, these
developments would not have been possible. In this exceptionally clear and
engaging introduction to philosophy of science, James Ladyman explores the
philosophical questions that arise when we reflect on the nature of the scientific
method and the knowledge it produces. He discusses whether fundamental
philosophical questions about knowledge and reality might be answered by
science, and considers in detail the debate between realists and antirealists
about the extent of scientific knowledge. Along the way, central topics in
philosophy of science, such as the demarcation of science from non-science,
induction, confirmation and falsification, the relationship between theory and
observation and relativism are all addressed. Important and complex current
debates over underdetermination, inference to the best explaination and the
implications of radical theory change are clarified and clearly explained for those
new to the subject.
This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have
occasional imperfections such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant
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marks, etc. that were either part of the original artifact, or were introduced by the
scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and despite the
imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing
commitment to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your
understanding of the imperfections in the preservation process, and hope you
enjoy this valuable book.
What existed before the Universe was created? Where does self-worth come
from? Do the ends always justify the means? The Philosophy Book answers the
most profound questions we all have. It is your visual guide to the fundamental
nature of existence, society, and how we think. Discover what it means to be
free, whether science can predict the future, or how language shapes our
thoughts. Learn about the world's greatest philosophers, from Plato and
Confucius to modern thinkers such as Chomsky and Derrida and follow charts
and timelines that graphically show the progression of ideas and logic. Written in
plain English, with concise explanations of branches of philosophy such as
metaphysics and ethics, it untangles complicated theories and makes sense of
abstract concepts. It is an ideal reference whether you're a student or a general
reader, with simple explanations of big ideas, including the four noble truths, the
soul, class struggle, moral purpose, and good and evil. If you're curious about the
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deeper questions in life, The Philosophy Book is both an invaluable reference
and illuminating read.
Philosophers and social scientists share a common goal: to explore fundamental
truths about ourselves and the nature of the world in which we live. But in what
ways do these two distinct disciplines inform each other and arrive at these
truths? The 10th anniversary edition of this highly regarded text directly responds
to such issues as it introduces students to the philosophy of social science. While
staying true to the writing of the late Ian Craib, this perennial text has been
brought up to date by Ted Benton. This new edition includes previously
unpublished personal insights from both authors, incorporates new commentaries
on classic content and features an additional chapter on recent developments in
the field. The book: • Addresses critical issues relating to the nature of social
science • Interrogates the relationship between social science and natural
science • Encompasses traditional and contemporary perspectives • Introduces
and critiques a wide range of approaches, from empiricism and positivism to post
structuralism and rationalism. Written in an engaging and student-friendly style,
the book introduces key ideas and concepts while raising questions and opening
debates. A cornerstone text in the Traditions in Social Theory series, this book
remains essential reading for all students of social theory.
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The purpose of this book is to give a coherent account of the different
perspectives on science and technology that are normally studied under various
disciplinary heads such as philosophy of science, sociology of science and
science policy. It is intended for students embarking on courses in these subjects
and assumes no special knowledge of any science. It is written in a direct and
simple style, and technical language is introduced very sparingly. As various
perspectives are sketched out in this book, the reader moves towards a
consistent conception of contemporary science as a rapidly changing social
institution that has already grown out of its traditional forms and plays a central
role in society at large. It will appeal to students in a wide range of scientific
disciplines and complement well Professor Ziman's earlier books.
Bunge contends that social science research has fallen prey to a postmodern fascination with
irrationalism and relativism. He urges social scientists to re-examine the philosophy and the
methodology at the base of their discipline.
Now in its second edition, this comprehensive textbook offers an exceptionally accessible yet
in-depth introduction to the philosophy of social science. Students with no previous knowledge
will find themselves taken on an engaging philosophical journey: the book’s unique dialogue
format anticipates their most frequently asked questions and provides clear explanations of
specialised terminology and essential contextualisation of contemporary debates.
Encompassing both traditional and contemporary perspectives, the book explores the
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questions and debates raised by all the major theoretical positions in the philosophy of social
science, including positivism, empiricism, rationalism, hermeneutics, feminist epistemology,
postmodernism and critical realism. The first edition of this book had a Eurocentric bias, as
does virtually all other textbooks covering this subject matter. This has been corrected in the
second edition and includes a new chapter on the contributions of Islam to philosophy, natural
science social science including sociology. The second edition also has a newly written
chapter on pragmaticism and neo-pragmaticism, as well as strengthened coverage of
hermeneutics, postmodernism and critical realism. The book‘s rich pedagogic support
includes: point-by-point summaries introducing the scope of every chapter; discussion
questions; further reading lists; and a glossary of key terminology. This excellent textbook is
designed to provide every student with a clear understanding of important and complex issues.
It is essential reading for all students of philosophy of social science, whether at undergraduate
or Masters level and regardless of their disciplinary background.
Human Nature After Darwin is an original investigation of the implications of Darwinism for our
understanding of ourselves and our situation. It casts new light on current Darwinian
controversies, also providing an introduction to philosophical reasoning and a range of
philosophical problems. Janet Radcliffe Richards claims that many current battles about
Darwinism are based on mistaken assumptions about the implications of the rival views. Her
analysis of these implications provides a much-needed guide to the fundamentals of
Darwinism and the so-called Darwin wars, as well as providing a set of philosophical
techniques relevant to wide areas of moral and political debate. The lucid presentation makes
the book an ideal introduction to both philosophy and Darwinism as well as a substantive
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contribution to topics of intense current controversy. It will be of interest to students of
philosophy, science and the social sciences, and critical thinking.
This book is the first compilation of its kind that brings together discussions of the evolution of
scholarship in different branches of the Social Sciences. It presents a comprehensive multi-
disciplinary text exploring the changing dynamics of the Social Sciences in Ghana, offering a
broader perspective from which to view the evolution, theory, methods, substance and
relevance of each of the Social Science disciplines and their multiple interfaces. The
introduction and the conclusion are devoted to the theoretical, comparative and empirical
debate over the Social Sciences from historical and analytical perspectives. Written by
acknowledged experts, the 15 chapters span the following disciplines: Archaeology and
Heritage Studies; History; Geography; Psychology; Sociology and Anthropology; Social Work;
Economics; Political Science; International Affairs; Information Studies; Communication
Studies; African Studies; Development Studies; Women’s and Gender Studies and Adult and
Continuing Education. Changing Perspectives on the Social Sciences in Ghana offers
sophisticated perspectives for comparing and appreciating the synergies, differences, trends
and nuances among and between the Social Science disciplines in Ghana, in a holistic and
scholarly manner.
The central theme running throughout this outstanding new survey is the nature of the
philosophical debate created by modern science's foundation in experimental and
mathematical method. More recently, recognition that reasoning in science is probabilistic
generated intense debate about whether and how it should be constrained so as to ensure the
practical certainty of the conclusions drawn. These debates brought to light issues of a
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philosophical nature which form the core of many scientific controversies today. Scientific
Method: A Historical and Philosophical Introduction presents these debates through clear and
comparative discussion of key figures in the history of science. Key chapters critically discuss *
Galileo's demonstrative method, Bacon's inductive method, and Newton's rules of reasoning *
the rise of probabilistic `Bayesian' methods in the eighteenth century * the method of
hypotheses through the work of Herschel, Mill and Whewell * the conventionalist views of
Poincaré and Duhem * the inductivism of Peirce, Russell and Keynes * Popper's falsification
compared with Reichenbach's enumerative induction * Carnap's scientific method as Bayesian
reasoning The debates are brought up to date in the final chapters by considering the ways in
which ideas about method in the physical and biological sciences have affected thinking about
method in the social sciences. This debate is analyzed through the ideas of key theorists such
as Kuhn, Lakatos, and Feyerabend.
This book provides an overview of key features of (philosophical) materialism, in historical
perspective. It is, thus, a study in the history and philosophy of materialism, with a particular
focus on the early modern and Enlightenment periods, leading into the 19th and 20th
centuries. For it was in the 18th century that the word was first used by a philosopher (La
Mettrie) to refer to himself. Prior to that, ‘materialism’ was a pejorative term, used for wicked
thinkers, as a near-synonym to ‘atheist’, ‘Spinozist’ or the delightful ‘Hobbist’. The book
provides the different forms of materialism, particularly distinguished into claims about the
material nature of the world and about the material nature of the mind, and then focus on
materialist approaches to body and embodiment, selfhood, ethics, laws of nature, reductionism
and determinism, and overall, its relationship to science. For materialism is often understood
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as a kind of philosophical facilitator of the sciences, and the author want to suggest that is not
always the case. Materialism takes on different forms and guises in different historical,
ideological and scientific contexts as well, and the author wants to do justice to that diversity.
Figures discussed include Lucretius, Hobbes, Gassendi, Spinoza, Toland, Collins, La Mettrie,
Diderot, d’Holbach and Priestley; Büchner, Bergson, J.J.C. Smart and D.M. Armstrong.
This book is a philosophical exploration of the relationship between leadership and
organization. Each chapter in the book sheds light on this relationship by exploring leadership
with respect to a particular theme: charisma, authority, religion, language, authenticity, image
and followership. These themes are linked to popular notions of leadership, such as
transformational leadership, authentic leadership and servant leadership. Offering insight into
the ways in which leadership is understood in contemporary culture, the main thesis of
Leadership and Organization is that understandings of leadership today are still shaped by the
figure of the charismatic leader, even though charismatic leadership itself has lost much of its
appeal. The clearest expression of this paradigm is the leadership-management distinction,
where the leader is someone who transcends the organization and the manager someone who
resides within the organization. Drawing on a broad variety of sources in continental
philosophy, the author explores the central philosophical question of how leadership can be
understood in relation to organization This book provides new perspectives on leadership that
will be of interest to all students, academics and practitioners who are interested in challenging
their thinking about leadership. It will particularly appeal to those considering leadership
studies from a critical or philosophical angle.
This book is a comprehensive introduction to the philosophical foundations and development of
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modern biological classification.
This 1996 book argues that behind the diverse methods of the natural sciences lies a common
core of scientific rationality.
An introduction to the philosophy of social science from a well-known author.
Originally published in 1986. All students of social science must confront a number of important
philosophical issues. This introduction to the philosophy of the social sciences provides
coherent answers to questions about empiricism, explanation and rationality. It evaluates
contemporary writings on the subject which can be as difficult as they are important to
understand. Each chapter has an annotated bibliography to enable students to pursue the
issues raised and to assess for themselves the arguments of the authors.
Professor Little presents an introduction to the philosophy of social science with an emphasis
on the central forms of explanation in social science: rational-intentional, causal, functional,
structural, materialist, statistical and interpretive. The book is very strong on recent
developments, particularly in its treatment of rational choice theory, microfoundations for social
explanation, the idea of supervenience, functionalism, and current discussions of relativism.Of
special interest is Professor Little's insight that, like the philosophy of natural science, the
philosophy of social science can profit from examining actual scientific examples. Throughout
the book, philosophical theory is integrated with recent empirical work on both agrarian and
industrial society drawn from political science, sociology, geography, anthropology, and
economics.Clearly written and well structured, this text provides the logical and conceptual
tools necessary for dealing with the debates at the cutting edge of contemporary philosophy of
social science. It will prove indispensible for philosophers, social scientists and their students.
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For some, biology explains all there is to know about the mind. Yet many big questions remain:
is the mind shaped by genes or the environment? If mental traits are the result of adaptations
built up over thousands of years, as evolutionary psychologists claim, how can such claims be
tested? If the mind is a machine, as biologists argue, how does it allow for something as
complex as human consciousness? The Biological Mind: A Philosophical Introduction explores
these questions and more, using the philosophy of biology to introduce and assess the nature
of the mind. Drawing on the four key themes of evolutionary biology; molecular biology and
genetics; neuroscience; and biomedicine and psychiatry Justin Garson addresses the following
key topics: moral psychology, altruism and levels of selection evolutionary psychology and
modularity genes, environment and the nature-nurture debate neuroscience, reductionism and
the relation between biology and free will function, selection and mental representation
psychiatric classification and the maladapted mind. Extensive use of examples and case
studies is made throughout the book, and additional features such as chapter summaries,
annotated further reading and a glossary make this an indispensable introduction to those
teaching philosophy of mind and philosophy of psychology. It will also be an excellent resource
for those in related fields such as biology.
This work presents the basic concepts of probability to philosophy students who are new to this
area of the subject.
First published in 1990. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
An accessible introduction to the latest developments and debates in the philosophy of social
science.
Understanding Social ScienceA Philosophical Introductionto the Social
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SciencesThe Structure of Social ScienceA Philosophical IntroductionRoutledge
We spend a lot of time thinking about other people: their motivations, what they
are thinking, why they want particular things. Sometimes we are aware of it, but it
often occurs without conscious thought, and we can respond appropriately to
other people's thoughts in a diverse range of situations. The Social Mind: A
Philosophical Introduction examines the cognitive capacities that facilitate this
amazing ability. It explains and critiques key philosophical theories about how we
think about other people's minds, measuring them against empirical findings from
neuroscience, anthropology, developmental psychology and cognitive ethology.
Some of the fascinating questions addressed include: How do we think about
other people's minds? Do we put ourselves in another's shoes to work out what
they think? When do we need to think about another person's thoughts? What
kinds of thoughts do we attribute to others? Are they propositional attitudes like
beliefs and desires as analytic philosophers have often assumed, or could they
be something else? What sorts of neural mechanisms underlie our ability to think
about other people's thoughts? How is the ability to think about other minds
different for individuals on the autism Spectrum? Is a preoccupation with other
people's thoughts a Western phenomenon or is it found in all cultures? How do
children learn to think about other minds? Can non-human animals think about
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other minds? These questions are applied to case studies throughout the book,
including mirror neurons, recent research on infant social cognition, false belief
tasks, and cross-cultural studies. Covering complex interdisciplinary debates in
an accessible and clear way, with chapter summaries, annotated further reading,
and a glossary, The Social Mind: A Philosophical Introduction is an ideal entry
point into this fast-moving and exciting field. It is essential reading for students of
philosophy of mind and psychology, and also of interest to those in related
subjects such as cognitive science, social and developmental psychology, and
anthropology.
This volume is a unique contribution to the philosophy of the social sciences,
presenting the results of cutting-edge philosophers' research alongside critical
discussions by practicing social scientists. The book is motivated by the view that
the philosophy of the social sciences cannot ignore the specific scientific
practices according to which social scientific work is being conducted, and that it
will be valuable only if it evolves in constant interaction with theoretical
developments in the social sciences. With its unique format guaranteeing a
genuine discussion between philosophers and social scientists, this thought-
provoking volume extends the frontiers of the field. It will appeal to all scholars
and students interested in the interplay between philosophy and the social
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sciences.
In The Very Idea of Organization Krijnen develops a new philosophical
methodology for a social ontology in general and an organizational ontology in
particular by rejuvenating the Kantian and Hegelian tradition of philosophy.
The emotions are at the centre of our lives and, for better or worse, imbue them
with much of their significance. The philosophical problems stirred up by the
existence of the emotions, over which many great philosophers of the past have
laboured, revolve around attempts to understand what this significance amounts
to. Are emotions feelings, thoughts, or experiences? If they are experiences,
what are they experiences of? Are emotions rational? In what sense do emotions
give meaning to what surrounds us? The Emotions: A Philosophical Introduction
introduces and explores these questions in a clear and accessible way. The
authors discuss the following key topics: the diversity and unity of the emotions
the relations between emotion, belief and desire the nature of values the relations
between emotions and perceptions emotions viewed as evaluative attitudes the
link between emotions and evaluative knowledge the nature of moods,
sentiments, and character traits. Including chapter summaries and guides to
further reading, The Emotions: A Philosophical Introduction is an ideal starting
point for any philosopher or student studying the emotions. It will also be of
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interest to those in related disciplines such as psychology and the social
sciences.
The Philosophy of Social Science: A Contemporary Introduction examines the
perennial questions of philosophy by engaging with the empirical study of society.
The book offers a comprehensive overview of debates in the field, with special
attention to questions arising from new research programs in the social sciences.
The text uses detailed examples of social scientific research to motivate and
illustrate the philosophical discussion. Topics include the relationship of social
policy to social science, interpretive research, action explanation, game theory,
social scientific accounts of norms, joint intentionality, reductionism, causal
modeling, case study research, and experimentation.
A balanced and accessible introduction to the engagements that feminist
scientists and science scholars undertake with a variety of biological sciences.
How does science work? Does it tell us what the world is “really” like? What
makes it different from other ways of understanding the universe? In Theory and
Reality, Peter Godfrey-Smith addresses these questions by taking the reader on
a grand tour of more than a hundred years of debate about science. The result is
a completely accessible introduction to the main themes of the philosophy of
science. Examples and asides engage the beginning student, a glossary of terms
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explains key concepts, and suggestions for further reading are included at the
end of each chapter. Like no other text in this field, Theory and Reality combines
a survey of recent history of the philosophy of science with current key debates
that any beginning scholar or critical reader can follow. The second edition is
thoroughly updated and expanded by the author with a new chapter on truth,
simplicity, and models in science.
The epistemology of testimony has experienced a growth in interest over the last twenty-five
years that has been matched by few, if any, other areas of philosophy. Testimony: A
Philosophical Introduction provides an epistemology of testimony that surveys this rapidly
growing research area while incorporating a discussion of relevant empirical work from social
and developmental psychology, as well as from the interdisciplinary study of knowledge-
creation in groups. The past decade has seen a number of scholarly monographs on the
epistemology of testimony, but there is a dearth of books that survey the current field. This
book fills that gap, assessing the strengths and weaknesses of all major competing theories.
All chapters conclude with Suggestions for Further Reading and Discussion Questions.
This is the first major textbook to offer a truly comprehensive review of cognitive science in its
fullest sense. Ranging from artificial intelligence models of neural processes and cognitive
psychology to recent discursive and cultural theories, Rom Harré offers an original yet
accessible integration of the field. At its core, this textbook addresses the question 'How can
psychology become a science?'. The answer is based on a clear account of method and
explanation in the natural sciences and how they can be adapted to psychological research.
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Rom Harré has used his experience of both the natural and the human sciences to create a
text on which exciting and insightful courses can be built in many ways. The text is based on
the idea that underlying the long history of attempts to create a scientific psychology there are
many unexamined presuppositions that must be brought to light. Whether describing language,
categorization, memory, the brain or connectionism the book always links our intuitions about
how we think, feel and act in the contexts of everyday life to the latest accounts of the neural
tools with which we accomplish the cognitive tasks demanded of us. Computational and
biological models are used to link the discursive analysis of everyday cognition to the
necessary activities of the brain and nervous system. Fluently written and well structured, this
is an ideal text for students who want to gain a comprehensive view of the current state of the
art with its seeming divergence into studies of meanings and studies of neurology. The book is
divided into four basic modules, with suggestions for three lectures in each. The plan is related
to the overall pattern of the semester programme. The reader is guided with helpful learning
points, sections of study questions for review, and key readings for each chapter. Cognitive
Science: A Philosophical Introduction, with its remarkable sweep of themes, past and present,
truly introduces 'the science of the mind' for a new generation of psychology students.
Cognitive Science should be indispensable reading for students at all levels taking courses in
cognitive science and cognitive psychology, and useful additional course reading in other
areas such as social psychology, artificial intelligence, philosophy of the mind and linguistics.
Key Points · First major textbook to provide a link between computational, philosophical and
biological models in an accessible format for students. Presents a new vision of psychology as
a scientific discipline. · Breadth of coverage - ranging from artificial intelligence, to key themes
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& theories in cognitive science (past and present) - language, memory, the brain and
behaviour - to recent discursive and cultural theories. · Plenty of student features to help the
student and tutor including helpful learning points, study and essay questions and key readings
at the end of every chapter.
This book provides a critical philosophical analysis of the claim that contemporary cognitive
approaches to religion undermine theistic beliefs. The book argues that such naturalism is not
necessary for the cognitive study of religion and develops an alternative philosophical and
methodological framework. This unique contribution to discussions regarding the philosophical
and theological implications of the cognitive study of religion summarizes the so far
fragmentary discussion, exposes its underlying assumptions, and develops a novel framework
for further discussion.
If you want to know what anthropology is, look at what anthropologists do. This Very Short
Introduction to Social and Cultural Anthropology combines an accessible account of some of
the disciplines guiding principles and methodology with abundant examples and illustrations of
anthropologists at work. Peter Just and John Monaghan begin by discussing anthropologys
most important contributions to modern thought: its investigation of culture as a distinctively
human characteristic, its doctrine of cultural relativism, and its methodology of fieldwork and
ethnography. They then examine specific ways in which social and cultural anthropology have
advanced our understanding of human society and culture, drawing on examples from their
own fieldwork. The book ends with an assessment of anthropologys present position, and a
look forward to its likely future. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-
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sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Mainstream social science has come under fierce criticism in recent decades for failing to have
more impact on public policy. Critics say the social sciences are incapable of generating
knowledge that can solve social problems. Others contend that partisan politics and university
administrations are the problem. Politicians are more concerned about special interests than
scientific research, and administrators care more about scholarly publications than solving
social problems. Are the social sciences failing to live up to their promises? Have they outlived
their usefulness? Have they become an Ivory Tower of Babel? Like the Babylonians, who built
the infamous Tower of Babel, social scientists for the past two centuries have been building a
tower of sorts, only this time it's composed of knowledge rather than bricks. The primary goal
of these scholars — anthropologists, communication scholars, economists, political scientists,
sociologists and social psychologists — has been to solve problems of social integration. The
Babylonian tower was designed in part to unite people to one geographical area. Similarly,
social scientists see their tower of knowledge as a means for solving social problems — such as
poverty, crime, drug abuse, inequality, unemployment, abuse of power — that alienate people
and groups from modern society. The Babylonians failed because of divine intervention,
according to the Bible. The social scientists aren't finished building their tower. But, according
to critics, the results so far look less like a tower of knowledge for solving social problems than
an "Ivory Tower of Babel" — one in which social scientists routinely dispute each other's
theories and data, and even uncontested or well-supported findings rarely influence public
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policy. Disputes over the nature of truth and knowledge are so commonplace in the social
sciences that many scholars believe a social science which uses methods from the natural
sciences is incapable of generating knowledge that can solve social problems. This book
examines the history and philosophy of the social sciences and theoretical and empirical
research on the impact of social science. Suggestions are offered at the end for enhancing the
impact of the social sciences. A number of scientific articles and books have been written
about the impact (or lack thereof) of the social sciences on public policy, but none has been
written specifically to appeal to both academics and a broader market composed of the general
public and students in both undergraduate- and graduate-level courses. The author takes the
reader on a journey inside one of the best kept secrets in higher education — that much, if not
most, of the research conducted in the social sciences has very little impact on public policy or
on solving social problems. Are taxpayers getting their money's worth?
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