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Understanding Chinese Families A Comparative Study Of Taiwan And
Southeast China
This collection of essays concerns both urban and rural Chinese communities, ranging from professional to working-class
families. The contributors attempt to determine whether and to what extent the policy shifts that followed Mao Zedong's
death affected Chinese families.
Families are the cornerstone of Chinese society, whether in mainland China, in Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macao, Singapore,
Malaysia, or in the Chinese diaspora the world over. Handbook of the Chinese Family provides an overview of
economics, politics, race, ethnicity, and culture within and external to the Chinese family as a social institution. While
simultaneously evaluating its own methodological tools, this book will set current knowledge in the context of what has
been previously studied as well as future research directions. It will examine inter-family relationships and politics as well
as childrearing, education, and family economics to provide a rounded and in-depth view.
Chinese societies have undergone a tremendous amount of social, political, and economic change, which have been a
catalyst for substantial shifts in fundamental structures within Chinese families. This edited collection focuses on the
continuities and changes in gender and inter-generational relations of Chinese families in Greater China.
Reflecting on over half a century of study on Chinese culture, Jordan Paper explores new ways of approaching religion in
China. Moving away from using Christianity as a model for examination, which has led to considerable
misunderstandings between China and the West, Paper instead applies the paradigm of Familism to Chinese religion. By
looking through the lens of Familism, which emphasises the importance of the family unit, Paper argues that we can
understand the basis of Chinese culture, society, government, and religion. In the book, Paper explains how, when and
why Familism appears in the development of human culture in the Neolithic period, as well as its ramifications in more
complex societies, using the imperial Chinese state as an example. The discussion in the book includes how the Chinese
state can be understood as a religious institution; the role of spirit possession; the relationship of other religions in China
to Chinese Religion, including Buddhism, Daoism and Judaism; and the issue of freedom of religion in contemporary
China. Chinese Religion and Familism not only challenges the discipline's perception of Chinese religion, but all of the
religions of East Asia, indigenous sub-Saharan African religions, Polynesian Religion, and elsewhere.
In this book, Susan Glosser examines how the link between family order and national salvation affected state-building
and explores its lasting consequences.".
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This book provides the reader with a comprehensive introduction to the distinguishing features of Chinese families. This
first full scale study seeks to understand Chinese families within the Chinese social context and draws comparisons with
existing western theories and models of the family. It also explores the connection between two Chinese societies across
the Taiwan Strait and investigates if the unique features of Chinese families can be applied to broaden the scope of
family analysis in general. This book covers ten core areas, including co-residence, marriage, fertility, education, mobility,
gender preferences, family supports, filial feedbacks, housework allocation, and the dynamics of family norm changes.
The book uses theory-based empirical studies with data collected from a unique panel survey conducted in various areas
across the Taiwan Strait, namely Taiwan and Southeast China. The two focal points of the study are geographically
close, ethnically homogeneous, and are open to the modern market economy. A comprehensive analysis of these two
areas provides new insights into the similarities and differences of Chinese families, to what extent they are distinct from
Western ones, and how these similarities and differences were formed. The uniquely complex nature of intra-family
interactions in Chinese families and the rapidly changing social background against which these interactions occur make
this a hugely fascinating topic.
From civil war to Japanese occupation and communist revolution to market transition, China has undergone and continues to experience
enormous economic, political, and social change. In Remaking Families in Contemporary China, Xiaoying Qi explores a number of emerging
family practices in China today that result from these ongoing changes. Drawing upon 178 in-depth interviews with young adults, married
adults, and grandparents throughout China, she finds that ordinary people are transforming their patterns of behavior and expectations in
dealing with a changing world, and in so doing, remaking their families. Filling a gap in the current research, Qi investigates novel aspects of
family life, such as the practice of providing a child with its mother's surname rather than its father's in an intriguing exercise of veiled
patriarchy. She also identifies a new category of floating grandparents, which consists of rural and small-town grandparents who join their
adult children in the massive labor migration that characterizes the modern Chinese workforce in order to provide childcare. In addition, Qi
examines other often overlooked topics, including spousal intimacy, divorce, and remarriage and co-habitation in later life. Offering new
insights and theoretical developments, Remaking Families in Contemporary China highlights why family-related themes are important to
understanding the nature of Chinese society, the forces that underpin social relationships more broadly, and the basis and nature of social
change around the world.
"This book provides the reader with a comprehensive introduction to the distinguishing features of Chinese families. This first full scale study
seeks to understand Chinese families within the Chinese social context and draws comparisons with existing western theories and models of
the family. It also explores the connection between two Chinese societies across the Taiwan Strait and investigates if the unique features of
Chinese families can be applied to broaden the scope of family analysis in general. This book covers ten core areas, including co-residence,
marriage, fertility, education, mobility, gender preferences, family supports, filial feedbacks, housework allocation, and the dynamics of family
norm changes." "The book uses theory-based empirical studies with data collected from a unique panel survey conducted in various areas
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across the Taiwan Strait, namely Taiwan and Southeast China. The two focal points of the study are geographically close, ethnically
homogeneous, and are open to the modern market economy. A comprehensive analysis of these two areas provides new insights into the
similarities and differences of Chinese families, to what extent they are distinct from Western ones, and how these similarities and differences
were formed. The uniquely complex nature of intra-family interactions in Chinese families and the rapidly changing social background against
which these interactions occur make this a hugely fascinating topic." --Résumé de l'éditeur.
Understanding Chinese FamiliesA Comparative Study of Taiwan and Southeast China
Marriage and Family in Modern China is a groundbreaking psychoanalytic examination of how 70 years of widespread social change have
transformed the intimacies of life in modern China. The book describes the evolution of marriage and family structure, from the ancient
tradition of large families preferring sons, arranged marriages and devaluation of girls, to a contemporary dominance of free-choice marriages
and families that now prefer to remain small even after the ending of the One Child Policy. David Scharff uses extensive reports of his
psychoanalytic interventions to demonstrate how the residue of widespread trauma suffered by Chinese families during past centuries has
interacted with the effects of rapid modernization to produce new patterns of individual identity, personal ambition and family structure. This
wholly original book offers new insight into Chinese families for all those interested in psychoanalytic psychotherapy and in the intricacies of
Chinese domestic life.
Gain a nuanced understanding of parent–adolescent conflict in Chinese- and Mexican-origin families in the United States. This volume
explores key issues related to family conflict such as acculturation gaps parent and adolescent internal conflicts conflict resolution seeking out
confidants for help in coping with conflict. This volume showcases the complexity of conflict among Chinese- and Mexican-origin families and
furthers our understanding of how both developmental and cultural sources of parent–adolescent conflict are linked to adjustment. This is the
135th volume in this series. Its mission is to provide scientific and scholarly presentations on cutting edge issues and concepts in child and
adolescent development. Each volume focuses on a specific new direction or research topic and is edited by experts on that topic.
This book focuses on families and their changes in Taiwan and China. Traditional notions of what constitutes a family have been changing in
China, Taiwan and other Asian countries. The chapters in this book provide interesting methodological and substantive contributions to the
discourse on family and social change in Chinese societies. They also underscore the implications of the various social changes in Chinese
families. Written by Chinese and Western scholars, they provide an unprecedented overview of what is known about the effects of social
change on Chinese families. One might think that defining a “family” is an easy task because the family is so significant to society and is
universal. The family is the first place we learn culture, norms, values, and gender roles. Families exist in all societies throughout the world;
but their constitution differs. In the past several decades there have been many changes in the family in Taiwan and China. For instance,
whereas in the West, we use a bilineal system of descent in which descent is traced through both the mother’s side and the father’s side of
the family, in many parts of China, descent is patrilineal, although this is changing, and China and Taiwan are starting to assume a family
constitution similar to that in the West. This and other issues are discussed in great detail in this book. Indeed it is the very nature of the
differences that motivated the writing of this book on changing families in Taiwan and China. The chapters in Part I: The Family in Taiwan and
China focus on the basic family issues in Taiwan and China that provide the groundwork for many of the chapters that follow. Chapter 1 is
about the distribution of resources in the family in Taiwan. Chapter 2 focuses on filial piety and the autonomous development of adolescents
in the Taiwanese family, and Chapter 3 explores the important issue of family poverty in Taiwan. Chapter 4 moves away from Taiwan and
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looks at several issues of family growth and change in Hong Kong, noting the interesting similarities and differences between Hong Kong and
China. Part II: Issues of Marriage, the Family and Fertility in Taiwan and China focuses specifically on marriage, family and fertility. In Chapter
5 the authors discuss the relationships between marital status, socioeconomic status and the subjective well-being among women in Hong
Kong and Taiwan. Chapter 6 describes patterns of sexual activity in China and the United States. Chapter 7 considers gender imbalances in
Taiwan and their impact on the marriage market. Chapter 8 also focuses on Taiwan and examines the effects of mothers’ attitudes on
daughters’ interaction with their mothers-in-law. Chapter 9 compares female and male fertility trends and changes in Taiwan. Part III:
Children and the Family in East Asia and in Western Countries consists of comparative studies of the family and children. Chapter 10
examines the dynamics of grandparents caring for children in China. Chapter 11 explores family values and parent-child interaction in
Taiwan. Chapter 12 examines the significant amount of diversity among families in contemporary Taiwan. Chapter 13 describes adolescent
development in Taiwan. Chapter 14 examines the impact of son preference on fertility in China, South Korea and the United States. And
Chapter 15 explores the determinants of intergenerational support in Taiwan. The final chapter in our book, the only chapter in Part IV: The
Family and the Future in Taiwan, examines the future of the family in Taiwan with respect especially to the marriage market and aged
dependency.

Kay Ann Johnson provides much-needed information about women and gender equality under Communist leadership.
She contends that, although the Chinese Communist Party has always ostensibly favored women's rights and family
reform, it has rarely pushed for such reforms. In reality, its policies often have reinforced the traditional role of women to
further the Party's predominant economic and military aims. Johnson's primary focus is on reforms of marriage and family
because traditional marriage, family, and kinship practices have had the greatest influence in defining and shaping
women's place in Chinese society. Conversant with current theory in political science, anthropology, and Marxist and
feminist analysis, Johnson writes with clarity and discernment free of dogma. Her discussions of family reform ultimately
provide insights into the Chinese government's concern with decreasing the national birth rate, which has become a top
priority. Johnson's predictions of a coming crisis in population control are borne out by the recent increase in female
infanticide and the government abortion campaign.
When humans cooperate, what are the social and psychological mechanisms that enable them to do so successfully? Is
cooperativeness something natural for humans, built in to our species over the course of evolution, or rather something
that depends on cultural learning and social interaction? This book addresses these central questions concerning human
nature and the nature of cooperation. The editors present a wide range of vivid anthropological case-studies focused on
everyday cooperation in Chinese communities, for example, between children in Nanjing playing a ballgame; parents in
Edinburgh organising a community school; villagers in Yunnan dealing with "common pool" resource problems; and
families in Kinmen in Taiwan worshipping their dead together. On the one hand, these case studies illustrate some
uniquely Chinese cultural factors, such as those relatedPage
to kinship
ideals and institutions that shape the experience and
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practice of cooperation. They also illustrate, on the other hand, how China's recent history, not least the rise and fall of
collectivism in various forms, continues to shape the experience of cooperation for ordinary people in China today.
Finally, they show that in spite of the cultural and historical particularity of Chinese cooperation, it does share some
underlying features that would be familiar to people coming from radically different backgrounds.
This is a collection of essays by one of the leading scholars of Chinese history, Patricia Buckley. In the essays she has
selected for this fascinating volume, Professor Ebrey explores features of the Chinese family, gender and kinship
systems as practices and ideas intimately connected to history and therefore subject to change over time. The essays
cover topics ranging from dowries and the sale of women into forced concubinary, to the excesses of the imperial harem,
excruciating pain of footbinding, and Confucian ideas of womanly virtue. Patricia Ebrey places these sociological
analyses of women within the family in an historical context, analysing the development of the wider kinship system. Her
work provides an overview of the early modern period, with a specific focus on the Song period (920-1276), a time of
marked social and cultural change, and considered to be the beginning of the modern period in Chinese history. With its
wide-ranging examination of issues relating to women and the family, this book will be essential reading to scholars of
Chinese history and gender studies.
By the early twentieth century, Chinese residents of the northern treaty-port city of Tianjin were dwelling in the world.
Divided by nine foreign concessions, Tianjin was one of the world’s most colonized and cosmopolitan cities. Residents
could circle the globe in an afternoon, strolling from a Chinese courtyard house through a Japanese garden past a
French Beaux-Arts bank to dine at a German café and fall asleep in a British garden city-style semi-attached brick house.
Dwelling in the World considers family, house, and home in Tianjin to explore how tempos and structures of everyday life
changed with the fall of the Qing Empire and the rise of a colonized city. Elizabeth LaCouture argues that the intimate
ideas and practices of the modern home were more important in shaping the gender and status identities of Tianjin’s
urban elites than the new public ideology of the nation. Placing the Chinese home in a global context, she challenges
Euro-American historical notions that the private sphere emerged from industrialization. She argues that concepts of
individual property rights that emerged during the Republican era became foundational to state-society relations in early
Communist housing reforms and in today’s middle-class real estate boom. Drawing on diverse sources from municipal
archives, women’s magazines, and architectural field work to social surveys and colonial records, Dwelling in the World
recasts Chinese social and cultural history, offering new perspectives on gender and class, colonialism and empire,
visual and material culture, and technology and everyday life.
Family businesses have been an important part of the economy in Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, and in the Chinese
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diaspora, and, since the reforms, in mainland China itself. Some people have argued that the success of Chinese family
businesses occurs because of the special characteristics and approach of such businesses. This book examines the
nature of Chinese family business and the key issues involved by exploring in detail the case of a leading Hong Kong
jewellery company which was established in the early 1960s and which has grown to become one of the biggest jewellery
manufacturers, exporters, and retailers in post-war Hong Kong. The book considers the motivations of Chinese people to
set up their own businesses, outlining the strategies adopted, including the strategies for raising capital, and the qualities
of successful Chinese entrepreneurs. It discusses the management of the company, including relations between family
members, profit sharing and succession planning, and assesses how conflict and crises are coped with and overcome. It
charts the evolution of the company, looking at how it has been transformed into a listed corporation. The book concludes
by arguing for the importance of studying Chinese family businesses culturally.
This highly anticipated third edition of the Handbook of Parenting brings together an array of field-leading experts who
have worked in different ways toward understanding the many diverse aspects of parenting. Contributors to the
Handbook look to the most recent research and thinking to shed light on topics every parent, professional, and
policymaker wonders about. Parenting is a perennially "hot" topic. After all, everyone who has ever lived has been
parented, and the vast majority of people become parents themselves. No wonder bookstores house shelves of "how-to"
parenting books, and magazine racks in pharmacies and airports overflow with periodicals that feature parenting advice.
However, almost none of these is evidence-based. The Handbook of Parenting is. Period. Each chapter has been written
to be read and absorbed in a single sitting, and includes historical considerations of the topic, a discussion of central
issues and theory, a review of classical and modern research, and forecasts of future directions of theory and research.
Together, the five volumes in the Handbook cover Children and Parenting, the Biology and Ecology of Parenting, Being
and Becoming a Parent, Social Conditions and Applied Parenting, and the Practice of Parenting. Volume 4, Social
Conditions and Applied Parenting, describes socially defined groups of parents and social conditions that promote
variation in parenting. The chapters in Part I, on Social and Cultural Conditions of Parenting, start with a relational
developmental systems perspective on parenting and move to considerations of ethnic and minority parenting among
Latino and Latin Americans, African Americans, Asians and Asian Americans, Indigenous parents, and immigrant
parents. The section concludes with considerations of disabilities, employment, and poverty on parenting. Parents are
ordinarily the most consistent and caring people in children’s lives. However, parenting does not always go right or well.
Information, education, and support programs can remedy potential ills. The chapters in Part II, on Applied Issues in
Parenting, begin with how parenting is measured and follow with examinations of maternal deprivation, attachment, and
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acceptance/rejection in parenting. Serious challenges to parenting—some common, such as stress and depression, and
some less common, such as substance abuse, psychopathology, maltreatment, and incarceration—are addressed as are
parenting interventions intended to redress these trials.
Religion is a fundamental cultural factor profoundly influential on human mental health and behavioural choices, and, in addition,
family is the most proximal and intimate socialization agent contributive to youth development. Religion, Family, and Chinese
Youth Development explores how religious involvement of Chinese parents affects their psychological health and family
socialization, which leads to various aspects of the development of Chinese youths. Specifically, a structural relationship between
religion, family socialization, and youth development was constructed theoretically and tested empirically in the Chinese context,
which can portray the linked lives of religious involvement of Chinese parents, parental psychological health, family processes,
parenting practices, the development of psychosocial maturity, and the internalizing and externalizing outcomes of Chinese
youths. Undeniably, the findings of this book provide insightful social and policy implications for researchers and human service
practitioners related to Chinese societies. By clearly depicting and empirically testing the connections between religion, family, and
Chinese youth development, the book can be a reference for clergy, family practitioners, researchers, policy makers, management
of NGOs, and graduate students of social sciences.
Key Papers in Chinese Economic History since 1949 offers a selection of outstanding articles that trace the origins of the modern
Chinese economy. Topics covered include agriculture and the rural economy; industrialisation and urbanisation; finance and
capital; political economy and international connections.
Declining fertility rates and increased life expectancies over the last few decades have conspired to make China one of the more
rapidly aging societies in the world. Aging Families in Chinese Society focuses on the accelerated social and demographic
changes in China and examines their implications for family care and support for older adults. Contributors to this landmark
volume portray various challenges facing aging families in China as a result of reduced family size, changing gender expectations,
rapid economic development and urbanization, rural-to-urban migration, and an emerging but still underdeveloped long-term care
system. Divided into four thematic areas – Disability and Family Support; Family Relationships and Mental Health; Filial Piety and
Gender Norms; and Long-term Care Preferences – chapters in this volume confront these burgeoning issues and offer salient
policy and practice considerations not just for today’s aging population, but future generations to come. Combining quantitative
data from social surveys in China, comparative surveys in Taiwan and Thailand, and qualitative data from in-depth interviews,
Aging Families in Chinese Societies will be of significant interest to students and researchers in aging and gerontology, China and
East Asian Studies and population studies.
In Imperial China, the idea of filial piety not only shaped family relations but was also the official ideology by which Qing China was
governed. In State and Family in China, Yue Du examines the relationship between politics and intergenerational family relations
in China from the Qing period to 1949, focusing on changes in family law, parent-child relationships, and the changing nature of
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the Chinese state during this period. This book highlights how the Qing dynasty treated the state-sponsored parent-child hierarchy
as the axis around which Chinese family and political power relations were constructed and maintained. It shows how following the
fall of the Qing in 1911, reform of filial piety law in the Republic of China became the basis of state-directed family reform, playing
a central role in China's transition from empire to nation-state.
The Chinese economy is undergoing dramatic changes and the world is watching and changing along with it. The Chinese family
is also changing in many ways in response to the economic transformation that is moving the world’s most populous nation from
an agrarian economy to a global superpower. This is the first book in English to describe and explain the social transformation of
the Chinese family from the perspective of Chinese researchers. Presenting a comprehensive view of the Chinese family today
and how it has adapted during the process of modernization, it provides description and analysis of the trajectory of changes in
family structures, functions, and relationships. It tracks how Chinese marriages and families are becoming more diverse and face a
great deal of uncertainty as they evolve in different ways from Western marriages and families. The book is also unique in its use
of national statistics and data from large-scale surveys to systematically illustrate these radical and extraordinary changes in family
structure and dynamics over the past 30 years. Demonstrating that the de-institutionalization of family values is a slow process in
the Chinese context, this book will be of interest to students and scholars of Chinese Studies, Sociology, Social Policy and Family
Policy.
This perceptive volume presents conceptual, theoretical, and empirical approaches to social policy analysis comparing China and
Nordic countries in their treatment of the elderly. An international panel of experts offers valuable policy insights into issues of
housing, community care, family care, pensions and social security, and mental health as China translates and adapts Western
examples, particularly those set by Norway, Sweden, and Finland. The book contrasts shared issues in the contexts of economic
history, accountability and service improvements, and sustainability while also examining specifically Chi nese problems such as
care gaps between urban and rural elders. Coverage also considers the centrality of aging policy in China as the nation works
toward its long-term goal of eradicating poverty. Included among the topics: Building a welfare system with Chinese
characteristics: from a residual type to moderate universalism. “Aging in community”: historical and comparative study of aging
welfare and social policy. Sweden: aging welfare and social policy in the 21st century. Policy responses to aging: care services for
the elderly in Norway. China’s elderly care policy and its future trends. Aging Welfare and Social Policy will interest professionals
and researchers addressing questions of Chinese and comparative social policy, health psychologists, and sociologists focused on
family, youth, and aging.

Written by an international team of experts, this comprehensivevolume investigates modern-day family relationships,
partnering,and parenting set against a backdrop of rapid social, economic,cultural, and technological change. Covers a
broad range of topics, including social inequality,parenting practices, children’s work, changing patterns ofcitizenship,
multi-cultural families, and changes in welfare stateprotection for families Includes many European, North American and
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Asian exampleswritten by a team of experts from across five continents Features coverage of previously neglected
groups, includingimmigrant and transnational families as well as families of gaysand lesbians Demonstrates how studying
social change in families isfundamental for understanding the transformations in individual andsocial life across the globe
Extensively reworked from the original Companion published overa decade ago: three-quarters of the material is
completely new, andthe remainder has been comprehensively updated
Chinese Families Upside Down offers the first systematic account of how intergenerational dependence is redefining the
Chinese family and goes beyond the conventional model of filial piety to explore the rich, nuanced, and often unexpected
new intergenerational dynamics.
Includes bibliographical references.
This is the first systematic study of the succession process of Chinese family businesses which reveals what is truly
happening during the time of hand-over. In explaining the features of the Chinese way of succession, special attention is
paid to the transfer of social capital and guanxi, among other cultural and socioeconomic contexts, which could impact
the behaviours and decisions of the family business stakeholders. Carefully selected 63 cases of family firms and the
authentic words and experiences of the founders and their second generation are of high relevance in helping the
readers to understand Chinese family businesses and their successions as well as to learn from their successes or
failures.
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