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Umberto Eco The Prague Cemetery
A collection of essays and addresses includes the author's musings on Ptolemy, his
reflections on the experimental writings of Borges and Joyce, and confessions about his
own ambitions and anxieties. By the author of The Name of the Rose. 35,000 first
printing.
“Impishly witty and ingeniously irreverent” essays on topics from cell phones to
librarians, by the author of The Name of the Rose and Foucault’s Pendulum (The
Atlantic Monthly). A cosmopolitan curmudgeon the Los Angeles Times called “the Andy
Rooney of academia”—known for both nonfiction and novels that have become
blockbuster New York Times bestsellers—Umberto Eco takes readers on “a delightful
romp through the absurdities of modern life” (Publishers Weekly) as he journeys
around the world and into his own wildly adventurous mind. From the mundane details
of getting around on Amtrak or in the back of a cab, to reflections on computer jargon
and soccer fans, to more important issues like the effects of mass media and consumer
civilization—not to mention the challenges of trying to refrigerate an expensive piece of
fish at an English hotel—this renowned writer, semiotician, and philosopher provides “an
uncanny combination of the profound and the profane” (San Francisco Chronicle).
“Eco entertains with his clever reflections and with his unique persona.” —Kirkus
Reviews Translated from the Italian by William Weaver
A 17th century Italian nobleman is marooned on an empty ship in this “astonishing
intellectual journey" by the author of Foucault’s Pendulum (San Francisco Chronicle).
In the year 1643, a violent storm in the South Pacific leaves Roberto della Griva
shipwrecked—on a ship. Swept from the Amaryllis, he has managed to pull himself
aboard the Daphne, anchored in the bay of a beautiful island. The ship is fully
provisioned, he discovers, but the crew is missing. As Roberto explores the different
cabinets in the hold, he looks back on various episodes from his life: Ferrante, his
imaginary evil brother; the siege of Casale, that meaningless chess move in the Thirty
Years' War in which he lost his father and his illusions; and the lessons given him on
Reasons of State, fencing, the writing of love letters, and blasphemy. In this
“intellectually stimulating and dramatically intriguing” novel, Umberto Eco conjures a
young dreamer searching for love and meaning; and an old Jesuit who, with his clocks
and maps, has plumbed the secrets of longitudes, the four moons of Jupiter, and the
Flood (Chicago Tribune).
What's in a name? In our "look at me" era, everyone's a brand. Privacy now seems a
quaint relic, and self-effacement is a thing of the past. Yet, as Nom de Plume reminds
us, this was not always the case. Exploring the fascinating stories of more than a dozen
authorial impostors across several centuries and cultures, Carmela Ciuraru plumbs the
creative process and the darker, often crippling aspects of fame. Biographies have
chronicled the lives of pseudonymous authors such as Mark Twain, Isak Dinesen, and
George Eliot, but never before have the stories behind many noms de plume been
collected into a single volume. These are narratives of secrecy, obsession, modesty,
scandal, defiance, and shame: Only through the protective guise of Lewis Carroll could
a shy, half-deaf Victorian mathematician at Oxford feel free to let his imagination run
wild. The "three weird sisters" (as they were called by the poet Ted Hughes) from
Yorkshire—the Brontes—produced instant bestsellers that transformed them into literary
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icons, yet they wrote under the cloak of male authorship. Bored by her aristocratic
milieu, a cigar-smoking, cross-dressing baroness rejected the rules of propriety by
having sexual liaisons with men and women alike, publishing novels and plays under
the name George Sand. Grounded by research yet highly accessible and engaging,
these provocative, astonishing stories reveal the complex motives of writers who
harbored secret identities—sometimes playfully, sometimes with terrible anguish and
tragic consequences. A wide-ranging examination of pseudonyms both familiar and
obscure, Nom de Plume is part detective story, part exposé, part literary history, and an
absorbing psychological meditation on identity and creativity.
"The Prague Cemetery" is the latest international bestseller from Umberto Eco, author
of "The Name of the Rose." Nineteenth-century Europe abounds with political and
religious conspiracies from Turin to Prague to Paris. What if, behind it all, lay one lone
man determining the fate of the Continent?
Unravels Umberto Eco's classic mystery novel
In this exhilarating book, we accompany Umberto Eco as he explores the intricacies of
fictional form and method. Using examples ranging from fairy tales and Flaubert, Poe
and Mickey Spillane, Eco draws us in by means of a novelist's techniques, making us
his collaborators in the creation of his text and in the investigation of some of fiction's
most basic mechanisms.
A STORY OF SABOTAGE, BETRAYAL AND THE TERRIBLE SADNESS OF EXILE.
'Remarkable'The Times. 'A magnificent novel'The Times. 'Gripping'The Spectator.
Scotland, 1940: The Fronsac, a French warship, blows up in the Firth of Clyde. The
disaster is witnessed by three locals. Jackie, a young girl who thinks she caused the
explosiong by running away from school. Her mother Helen, a spirited woman married
to a dreary young officer; and their lodger, a Polish soldier whose country has just been
erased from the map by Hitler and Stalin. All their lives will be changed by the death of
the Fronsac.
In this book Umberto Eco argues that translation is not about comparing two languages, but
about the interpretation of a text in two different languages, thus involving a shift between
cultures. An author whose works have appeared in many languages, Eco is also the translator
of Gérard de Nerval's Sylvie and Raymond Queneau's Exercices de style from French into
Italian. In Experiences in Translation he draws on his substantial practical experience to
identify and discuss some central problems of translation. As he convincingly demonstrates, a
translation can express an evident deep sense of a text even when violating both lexical and
referential faithfulness. Depicting translation as a semiotic task, he uses a wide range of
source materials as illustration: the translations of his own and other novels, translations of the
dialogue of American films into Italian, and various versions of the Bible. In the second part of
his study he deals with translation theories proposed by Jakobson, Steiner, Peirce, and others.
Overall, Eco identifies the different types of interpretive acts that count as translation. An
enticing new typology emerges, based on his insistence on a common-sense approach and
the necessity of taking a critical stance.
Nineteenth-century Europe abounds with conspiracy both ghastly and mysterious. Jesuits plot
against Freemasons. Italian priests are strangled with their own intestines. French criminals
plan bombings by day and celebrate black masses by night. Every nation has its own secret
service, perpetrating forgeries, plots, and massacres. But what if, behind all of these
conspiracies, lies just one man?
Umberto Eco's wise and witty guide to researching and writing a thesis, published in English
for the first time. By the time Umberto Eco published his best-selling novel The Name of the
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Rose, he was one of Italy's most celebrated intellectuals, a distinguished academic and the
author of influential works on semiotics. Some years before that, in 1977, Eco published a little
book for his students, How to Write a Thesis, in which he offered useful advice on all the steps
involved in researching and writing a thesis—from choosing a topic to organizing a work
schedule to writing the final draft. Now in its twenty-third edition in Italy and translated into
seventeen languages, How to Write a Thesis has become a classic. Remarkably, this is its
first, long overdue publication in English. Eco's approach is anything but dry and academic. He
not only offers practical advice but also considers larger questions about the value of the thesiswriting exercise. How to Write a Thesis is unlike any other writing manual. It reads like a novel.
It is opinionated. It is frequently irreverent, sometimes polemical, and often hilarious. Eco
advises students how to avoid “thesis neurosis” and he answers the important question “Must
You Read Books?” He reminds students “You are not Proust” and “Write everything that
comes into your head, but only in the first draft.” Of course, there was no Internet in 1977, but
Eco's index card research system offers important lessons about critical thinking and
information curating for students of today who may be burdened by Big Data. How to Write a
Thesis belongs on the bookshelves of students, teachers, writers, and Eco fans everywhere.
Already a classic, it would fit nicely between two other classics: Strunk and White and The
Name of the Rose. Contents The Definition and Purpose of a Thesis • Choosing the Topic •
Conducting Research • The Work Plan and the Index Cards • Writing the Thesis • The Final
Draft
Having suffered a complete loss of memory regarding every aspect of his own identity, rare
book dealer Yambo withdraws to a family home nested between Milan and Turin, where he
sorts through boxes of old records and experiences memories in the form of a graphic novel.
By the author of Baudolino. Reprint. 75,000 first printing.
"Eco's essays read like letters from a friend, trying to share something he loves with someone
he likes.... Read this brilliant, enjoyable, and possibly revolutionary book." —George J. Leonard,
San Francisco Review of Books "... a wealth of insight and instruction." —J. O. Tate, National
Review "If anyone can make [semiotics] clear, it's Professor Eco.... Professor Eco's theme
deserves respect; language should be used to communicate more easily without literary border
guards." —The New York Times "The limits of interpretation mark the limits of our world.
Umberto Eco's new collection of essays touches deftly on such matters." —Times Literary
Supplement "It is a careful and challenging collection of essays that broach topics rarely
considered with any seriousness by literary theorists." —Diacritics Umberto Eco focuses here
on what he once called "the cancer of uncontrolled interpretation"—that is, the belief that many
interpreters have gone too far in their domination of texts, thereby destroying meaning and the
basis for communication.
Author of T?he name of the Rose', collage and short story about war and harmony.
The poetry of the Graveyard School - gloomy meditations on mortality, often composed in
churchyards - was immensely popular in 18th-century England and was an important
forerunner of the Romantic period and a major influence on the development of the Gothic
novel. Yet, despite the unquestioned significance of the Graveyard Poets, critical attention has
been scant, and until now there has been no critical anthology of their works. "The Graveyard
School: An Anthology" features works by thirty-three authors and provides a broad and
comprehensive examination of the phenomenon of Graveyard poetry. Included are seminal
works, such as Robert Blair's "The Grave," Thomas Parnell's "A Night Piece on Death," and
excerpts from Edward Young's "Night Thoughts," as well as once-popular but now littleremembered poems by authors like Mark Akenside, James Beattie, and James Hervey. Of
particular interest in this collection is its inclusion and discussion of authors not normally
associated with the Graveyard School, such as Alexander Pope and Washington Irving, as well
as a number of female poets, among them Susanna Blamire and Charlotte Smith. Edited by
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Prof. Jack G. Voller, who provides an introduction and extensive annotations throughout, this
volume of melancholy and macabre verse is certain to be welcomed by scholars and students
of 18th-century and Gothic literature, as well as those readers interested in the darker side of
literature.
An elite spy risks his biggest asset to defeat an insidious international organization hell-bent on
selling the most sensitive state secrets to the highest bidder. Jonathan Chase, the CIA's top
field agent, is sworn to protect and serve the United States at all costs. But after a brutal period
of captivity during the Korean War, Chase developed an agenda of his own: to use his mastery
of war to create peace. His new target: the Zero Directorate, a cabal of rogue assassins who
have embarked on a campaign to systematically interrogate and kill seasoned secret agents
from across the globe. But the Directorate has set an elaborate trap, and for Chase the whole
mission involves an inescapable paradox. As the world's preeminent operative, the closer he
gets to the cabal, the closer the cabal gets to their primary target.
In this delightfully witty, provocative book, literature professor and psychoanalyst Pierre Bayard
argues that not having read a book need not be an impediment to having an interesting
conversation about it. (In fact, he says, in certain situations reading the book is the worst thing
you could do.) Using examples from such writers as Graham Greene, Oscar Wilde, Montaigne,
and Umberto Eco, he describes the varieties of "non-reading"-from books that you've never
heard of to books that you've read and forgotten-and offers advice on how to turn a sticky
social situation into an occasion for creative brilliance. Practical, funny, and thought-provoking,
How to Talk About Books You Haven't Read-which became a favorite of readers everywhere in
the hardcover edition-is in the end a love letter to books, offering a whole new perspective on
how we read and absorb them.
A collection of timely essays by the internationally acclaimed and bestselling essayist,
philosopher, literary critic and author of The Name of the Rose and The Prague Cemetery.
Inventing the Enemy covers a wide range of topics on which Umberto Eco has written and
lectured over the last ten years, from the discussion of ideas that have inspired his earlier
novels - exploring lost islands, mythical realms, and the medieval world in the process - to a
disquisition on the theme that runs through his most recent novel, The Prague Cemetery, that
every country needs an enemy, and if it doesn't have one, must invent it. Eco's lively new
collection examines topics as diverse as St Thomas Aquinas's notions about the soul of an
unborn child, indignant reviews of James Joyce's Ulysses by fascist journalists of the 1920s
and 1930s, censorship, violence and Wikileaks. These are essays full of passion, curiosity, and
obsessions by one of the world's most esteemed scholars and critically acclaimed, bestselling
novelists.
On the Shoulders of Giants collects previously unpublished essays from the last fifteen years
of Umberto Eco’s life. With humor and erudition, one of the great contemporary thinkers takes
on the roots of Western culture, the origin of language, the nature of beauty and ugliness, the
imperfections of art, and the lure of mysteries.
It is 1595, and the rabbi’s son Jacob is frustrated with having to live in the walled ghetto known
as Jewish Town. Why can’t he venture outside of the gates and explore the beautiful city? His
father warns him that Passover is a dangerous time to be a Jew and that the people from
outside accuse the Jews of dreadful deeds. But one night, Jacob follows his father and two
companions as they unlock the ghetto gates and proceed to the river, where they mold a
human shape from the mud of the riverbank. When the rabbi speaks strange words, the shape
is infused with life and the Golem of Prague is born. In this breathtaking retelling of a timeless
tale, Irene N. Watts’s beautiful words are complemented by the haunting black-and-white
images of artist Kathryn E. Shoemaker. From the Hardcover edition.
How we create and organize knowledge is the theme of this major achievement by Umberto
Eco. Demonstrating once again his inimitable ability to bridge ancient, medieval, and modern
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modes of thought, he offers here a brilliant illustration of his longstanding argument that
problems of interpretation can be solved only in historical context.
A “scintillating collection” of essays on Disneyland, medieval times, and much more, from the
author of Foucault’s Pendulum (Los Angeles Times). Collected here are some of Umberto
Eco’s finest popular essays, recording the incisive and surprisingly entertaining observations
of his restless intellectual mind. As the author puts it in the preface to the second edition: “In
these pages, I try to interpret and to help others interpret some ‘signs.’ These signs are not
only words, or images; they can also be forms of social behavior, political acts, artificial
landscapes.” From Disneyland to holography and wax museums, Eco explores America’s
obsession with artificial reality, suggesting that the craft of forgery has in certain cases
exceeded reality itself. He examines Western culture’s enduring fascination with the middle
ages, proposing that our most pressing modern concerns began in that time. He delves into an
array of topics, from sports to media to what he calls the crisis of reason. Throughout these
travels—both physical and mental—Eco displays the same wit, learning, and lively intelligence
that delighted readers of The Name of the Rose and Foucault’s Pendulum. Translated by
William Weaver
A posthumous collection of essays by the great novelist, essayist, literary critic, and
philosopher Umberto Eco
A top-selling international work by the author of The Name of the Rose follows the
controversial 19th-century story of a European world where violence and occult practices
shaping key historical events are commonly linked by a solitary evil genius.

Bored with their work, three Milanese editors cook up "the Plan," a hoax that
connects the medieval Knights Templar with other occult groups from ancient to
modern times. This produces a map indicating the geographical point from which
all the powers of the earth can be controlled—a point located in Paris, France, at
Foucault’s Pendulum. But in a fateful turn the joke becomes all too real, and
when occult groups, including Satanists, get wind of the Plan, they go so far as to
kill one of the editors in their quest to gain control of the earth.Orchestrating
these and other diverse characters into his multilayered semiotic adventure, Eco
has created a superb cerebral entertainment.
This second edition of the Historical Dictionary of the Holocaust includes an
updated chronology, an introductory essay, a bibliography, and over 400 crossreferenced dictionary entries on significant events and personalities.
Please fill in marketing copy
#1 Italian bestseller “Witty and wry . . . It’s hard not to be charmed.” — New York
Times Book Review “One of the most influential thinkers of our time.” — Los
Angeles Times 1945, Lake Como. Mussolini and his mistress are captured and
shot by local partisans. The precise circumstances of Il Duce’s death remain
controversial. 1992, Milan. Colonna, a depressed hack writer, is offered a fee he
can’t resist to ghostwrite a book. His subject: a fledgling newspaper, which
happens to be financed by a powerful media magnate. As Colonna gets to know
the team, he learns of the editor’s paranoid theory that Mussolini’s corpse was a
body double and part of a wider Fascist plot. It’s the scoop the newspaper
desperately needs. The evidence? He’s working on it. It’s all there: media
hoaxes, Mafiosi, the CIA, the Pentagon, blackmail, love, gossip, and murder. A
clash of forces that have shaped Italy since World War II — from Mussolini to
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Berlusconi. “Farcical, serious, satiric, and tragic” (Le Point, France), Numero
Zero is the work of a master storyteller. UMBERTO ECO (1932–2016) was the
author of numerous essay collections and seven novels, including The Name of
the Rose,The Prague Cemetery, and Inventing the Enemy. He received Italy’s
highest literary award, the Premio Strega, was named a Chevalier de la Légion
d’Honneur by the French government, and was an honorary member of the
American Academy of Arts and Letters
In the tradition of On Beauty, On Ugliness and The Infinity of Lists, Umberto Eco
presents an enthralling and erudite illustrated tour of the fabled places that have
awed and eluded us through the ages. From the epic poems of Homer to
contemporary science fiction, from the Holy Scriptures to modern mythology and
fairy tale, literature and art are full of illusory places we have at some time
believed are real, and onto which we have projected our dreams, ideals and
fears. Umberto Eco leads us on an illuminating journey through these legendary
lands - Atlantis, Thule and Hyperborea, the Earth's interior and the Land of
Cockaigne - and explores utopias and dystopias where our imagination can
confront concepts that are too incredible, or too challenging, for our limited real
world. In The Book of Legendary Lands the author's text is accompanied by
several hundred carefully assembled works of art and literature; the result is a
beautifully illustrated volume with broad and enduring appeal.
'The book is like the spoon: once invented, it cannot be bettered.' Umberto Eco
These days it is almost impossible to get away from discussions of whether the
'book' will survive the digital revolution. Blogs, tweets and newspaper articles on
the subject appear daily, many of them repetitive, most of them admitting they
don't know what will happen.
In 1327, Brother William of Baskerville is sent to investigate charges of heresy
against Franciscan monks at a wealthy Italian abbey but finds his mission
overshadowed by seven bizarre murders.
The #1 international bestseller, from Umberto Eco, author of The Name of the
Rose “Vintage Eco . . . the book is a triumph.” – New York Review of Books
Nineteenth-century Europe—from Turin to Prague to Paris—abounds with the
ghastly and the mysterious. Jesuits plot against Freemasons. Italian republicans
strangle priests with their own intestines. French criminals plan bombings by day
and celebrate Black Masses at night. Every nation has its own secret service,
perpetrating forgeries, plots, and massacres. Conspiracies rule history. From the
unification of Italy to the Paris Commune to the Dreyfus Affair to The Protocols of
the Elders of Zion, Europe is in tumult and everyone needs a scapegoat. But
what if, behind all of these conspiracies, both real and imagined, lay one lone
man? “[Eco] demonstrates once again that his is a voice that compels our
attention” – San Francisco Chronicle “Choreographed by a truth that is itself so
strange a novelist need hardly expand on it to produce a wondrous tale . . . Eco
is to be applauded for bringing this stranger-than-fiction truth vividly to life.” –
New York Times “Classic Eco, with a difference.” – Los Angeles Times This ePage 6/8
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book includes a sample chapter of NAME OF THE ROSE.
How do we know a cat is a cat . . . and why do we call it a cat? An “intriguing and often
fascinating” look at words, perceptions, and the relationship between them (Newark
Star-Ledger). In Kant and the Platypus, the renowned semiotician, philosopher, and
bestselling author of The Name of the Rose and Foucault’s Pendulum explores the
question of how much of our perception of things is based on cognitive ability, and how
much on linguistic resources. In six remarkable essays, Umberto Eco explores in depth
questions of reality, perception, and experience. Basing his ideas on common sense,
Eco shares a vast wealth of literary and historical knowledge, touching on issues that
affect us every day. At once philosophical and amusing, Kant and the Platypus is a tour
of the world of our senses, told by a master of knowing what is real and what is not. “An
erudite, detailed inquirity into the philosophy of mind . . . Here, Eco is continental
philosopher, semiotician, and cognitive scientist rolled all into one.” —Library Journal
(starred review)
An extraordinary epic, brilliantly-imagined, new novel from a world-class writer and
author of The Name of the Rose. Discover the Middle Ages with Baudolino - a
wondrous, dazzling, beguiling tale of history, myth and invention. It is 1204, and
Constantinople is being sacked and burned by the knights of the fourth Crusade. Amid
the carnage and confusion Baudolino saves a Byzantine historian and high court official
from certain death at the hands of the crusading warriors, and proceeds to tell his own
fantastical story.
Joly's (1831-78) Dialogue aux enfers entre Machiavel et Montesquieu is the major
source of one of the world's most infamous and damaging forgeries, The Protocols of
the Elders of Zion. That, however, was concocted some two decades after he died, and
American political scientist Waggoner points to Joly's own text for evidence that he was
not anti-semitic and was an intransigent enemy of the kind of tyranny the forgery served
during the 1930s. He translates the text and discusses Joly's intentions in writing it and
his contribution to the understanding of modern politics. Annotation copyrighted by
Book News, Inc., Portland, OR.
See:
Presented in graphic-novel format, an examination of the 1905 plot fabricated by antiSemitic secret police that was used to accuse Jewish leaders of wanting to take over
the world discusses the contributions of such individuals as Tsar Nicholas II, Henry
Ford, and Adolph Hitler, tracing how Protocols became an internationally accepted truth
and tragically succeeded far beyond propagandistic ambitions. 50,000 first printing.
The Prague CemeteryHoughton Mifflin Harcourt (HMH)
The theory of justice is one of the most intensely debated areas of contemporary
philosophy. Most theories of justice, however, have only attained their high level of
justification at great cost. By focusing on purely normative, abstract principles, they
become detached from the sphere that constitutes their “field of application” - namely,
social reality. Axel Honneth proposes a different approach. He seeks to derive the
currently definitive criteria of social justice directly from the normative claims that have
developed within Western liberal democratic societies. These criteria and these claims
together make up what he terms “democratic ethical life”: a system of morally
legitimate norms that are not only legally anchored, but also institutionally established.
Honneth justifies this far-reaching endeavour by demonstrating that all essential
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spheres of action in Western societies share a single feature, as they all claim to realize
a specific aspect of individual freedom. In the spirit of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right and
guided by the theory of recognition, Honneth shows how principles of individual
freedom are generated which constitute the standard of justice in various concrete
social spheres: personal relationships, economic activity in the market, and the political
public sphere. Honneth seeks thereby to realize a very ambitious aim: to renew the
theory of justice as an analysis of society.
In this prescient essay collection, the acclaimed author of Foucault’s Pendulum
examines the cultural trends and perils at the dawn of the 21st century. In the last
decade of the 20th century, Umberto Eco saw an urgent need to embrace tolerance
and multiculturalism in the face of our world’s ever-increasing interconnectivity. At a
talk delivered during the first Gulf War, he points out the absurdity of armed conflict in a
globalized economy where the flow of information is unstoppable and the enemy is
always behind the lines. Elsewhere, he questions the influence of the news media and
identifies its contribution to our collective disillusionment with politics. In a deeply
personal essay, Eco recalls his boyhood experience of Italy’s liberation from fascism.
He then analyzes the universal elements of fascism, including the “cult of tradition” and
a “suspicion of intellectual life.” And finally, in an open letter to an Italian cardinal, Eco
reflects on a question underlying all the reflections in the book: What does it mean to be
moral or ethical when one doesn't believe in God? “At just 111 pages, Five Moral
Pieces packs a philosophical wallop surprising in such a slender book. Or maybe not so
surprising. Eco's prose here is beautiful.”—January Magazine
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