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This book examines the widespread evidence for the removal, curation and display of the human head in Iron Age Europe.
The nature and causes of the transformation in settlement, social structure, and material culture that occurred in Britain during the
Later Iron Age (c. 400-300 BC to the Roman conquest) have long been a focus of research. In the past, however, there was a
tendency for attention to be directed mostly to southern England and the increased manifestations of Gaulish and Roman
influence apparent there towards the end of this period. For the most part, developments in other regions were assumed to be
secondary in character and of relatively little significance. Thanks to new work, this viewpoint can no longer be sustained.
Throughout Britain, the extent and vitality of the social changes taking place during the later first millennium BC is becoming more
apparent, as is the long-term character of many of the processes involved. The time is ripe therefore for new narratives of the
Later Iron Age to be created, drawing on the burgeoning material from developer-funded archaeology and the Portable Antiquities
Scheme, as well as on new methodological and theoretical approaches.The thirty-one papers collected here seek to re-
conceptualise our visions of Later Iron Age societies in Britain by examining regions and topics that have received less attention in
the past and by breaking down the artificial barriers often erected between artefact analysis and landscape studies. Themes
considered include the expansion and enclosure of settlement, production and exchange, agricultural and social complexity,
treatment of the dead, material culture and identity, at scales ranging from the household to the supra-regional. At the same time,
the inclusion of papers on Ireland, northern France, the Low Countries, Denmark, and Germany allows insular Later Iron Age
developments to be placed in a wider geographical context, ensuring that Britain is no longer studied in isolation.
The Earlier Iron Age (c. 800-400 BC) has often eluded attention in British Iron Age studies. Traditionally, we have been enticed by
the wealth of material from the later part of the millennium and by developments in southern England in particular, culminating in
the arrival of the Romans. The result has been a chronological and geographical imbalance, with the Earlier Iron Age often
characterised more by what it lacks than what it comprises: for Bronze Age studies it lacks large quantities of bronze, whilst from
the perspective of the Later Iron Age it lacks elaborate enclosure. In contrast, the same period on mainland Europe yields a wealth
of burial evidence with links to Mediterranean communities and so has not suffered in quite the same way. Gradual acceptance of
this problem over the past decade, along with the corpus of new discoveries produced by developer-funded archaeology, now
provides us with an opportunity to create a more balanced picture of the Iron Age in Britain as a whole. The twenty-six papers in
the book seek to establish what we now know (and do not know) about Earlier Iron Age communities in Britain and their
neighbours on the Continent. The authors engage with a variety of current research themes, seeking to characterise the Earlier
Iron Age via the topics of landscape, environment, and agriculture; material culture and everyday life; architecture, settlement, and
social organisation; and with the issue of transition - looking at how communities of the Late Bronze Age transform into those of
the Earlier Iron Age, and how we understand the social changes of the later first millennium BC. Geographically, the book brings
together recent research from regional studies covering the full length of Britain, as well as taking us over to Ireland, across the
Channel to France, and then over the North Sea to Denmark, the Low Countries, and beyond.
Can slaving and enslavement be seen as a significant transformative phenomena in Iron Age Europe and, if so, how would this
affect the interpretation of (old and new) archaeological evidence? This exploratory study of the dynamics of Iron Age slaving and
enslaving in Northwest Europe contributes to a complex but neglected topic.
Using archaeology and social anthropology, and more than 100 original line drawings and photographs, An Archaeology of Images
takes a fresh look at how ancient images of both people and animals were used in the Iron Age and Roman societies of Europe,
600 BC to AD 400 and investigates the various meanings with which images may have been imbued. The book challenges the
usual interpretation of statues, reliefs and figurines as passive things to be looked at or worshipped, and reveals them instead as
active artefacts designed to be used, handled and broken. It is made clear that the placing of images in temples or graves may not
have been the only episode in their biographies, and a single image may have gone through several existences before its working
life was over. Miranda Aldhouse Green examines a wide range of other issues, from gender and identity to foreignness, enmity
and captivity, as well as the significance of the materials used to make the images. The result is a comprehensive survey of the
multifarious functions and experiences of images in the communities that produced and consumed them. Challenging many
previously held assumptions about the meaning and significance of Celtic and Roman art, An Archaeology of Images will be
controversial yet essential reading for anyone interested in this area.
Werner Herzog's 2011 film Cave of Forgotten Dreams, about the painted caves at Chauvet, France brought a glimpse of Europe's
extraordinary prehistory to a popular audience. But paleolithic cave paintings, stunning as they are, form just a part of a story that
begins with the arrival of the first humans to Europe 1.3 million years ago, and culminates in the achievements of Greece and
Rome. In Europe before Rome, T. Douglas Price takes readers on a guided tour through dozens of the most important prehistoric
sites on the continent, from very recent discoveries to some of the most famous and puzzling places in the world, like Chauvet,
Stonehenge, and Knossos. This volume focuses on more than 60 sites, organized chronologically according to their
archaeological time period and accompanied by 200 illustrations, including numerous color photographs, maps, and drawings. Our
understanding of prehistoric European archaeology has been almost completely rewritten in the last 25 years with a series of
major findings from virtually every time period, such as Ötzi the Iceman, the discoveries at Atapuerca, and evidence of a much
earlier eruption at Mt. Vesuvius. Many of the sites explored in the book offer the earliest European evidence we have of the typical
features of human society--tool making, hunting, cooking, burial practices, agriculture, and warfare. Introductory prologues to each
chapter provide context for the wider changes in human behavior and society in the time period, while the author's concluding
remarks offer expert reflections on the enduring significance of these places. Tracing the evolution of human society in Europe
across more than a million years, Europe before Rome gives readers a vivid portrait of life for prehistoric man and woman.
This volume presents case studies of Iron Age rural settlement from across Europe illustrating both the diversity of patterns in the
evidence and common themes.
Archaeology has long dealt with issues of identity, and especially with ethnicity, with modern approaches emphasising dynamic
and fluid social construction. The archaeology of the Iron Age in particular has engendered much debate on the topic of ethnicity,
fuelled by the first availability of written sources alongside the archaeological evidence which has led many researchers to
associate the features they excavate with populations named by Greek or Latin writers. Some archaeological traditions have had
their entire structure built around notions of ethnicity, around the relationships existing between large groups of people conceived
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together as forming unitary ethnic units. On the other hand, partly influenced by anthropological studies, other scholars have
written forcefully against Iron Age ethnic constructions, such as the Celts. The 24 contributions to this volume focus on the south
east Europe, where the Iron Age has, until recently, been populated with numerous ethnic groups with which specific material
culture forms have been associated. The first section is devoted to the core geographical area of south east Europe: Bulgaria,
Croatia, Romania, Serbia and Slovenia, as well as Albania and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. The following three
sections allow comparison with regions further to the west and the south west with contributions on central and western Europe,
the British Isles and the Italian peninsula. The volume concludes with four papers which provide more synthetic statements that cut
across geographical boundaries, the final contributions bringing together some of the key themes of the volume. The wide array of
approaches to identity presented here reflects the continuing debate on how to integrate material culture, protohistoric evidence
(largely classical authors looking in on first millennium BC societies) and the impact of recent nationalistic agendas.
Anna Maria Bietti Sestieri deals in this monograph with a major archaeological site, the Iron Age cemetery of Osteria dell'Osa, near Rome.
A concise illustrated account of the origin and subsequent history of the Nordic peoples who have inhabited Scandinavia and Northern
Europe since the Iron Age. Two maps show their original location and subsequent outward migrations into most other parts of Europe. It
derives its title from twenty-one illustrations of the classic, aquiline, Hallstatt ¿Nordic¿ facial features which, along with the famous light
coloring of their hair, skin and eyes, have been a unique characteristic of North Europeans since prehistoric times.
The first humans in Britain could walk to Europe over dry land and shared their space with mammoths and sabre toothed cats. Using stone
tools and fire, humans gained the upper hand. Over thousands of years, they made homes, began farming crops and animals and learned to
use metal. They laid the foundations of modern Britain. Made for the KS2 History curriculum, these eight titles are packed with amazing
historical facts and inspiring images. These handy guides explore the distant past, surviving historical evidence and the impact of our
ancestors on our lives today.
Beginning with 1953, entries for Motion pictures and filmstrips, Music and phonorecords form separate parts of the Library of Congress
catalogue. Entries for Maps and atlases were issued separately 1953-1955.
Sarunas Milisauskas· 1.1 INTRODUCTION The purpose of this book is four-fold: to introduce English-speaking students and scholars to
some of the outstanding archaeological research that has been done in Europe in recent years; to integrate this research into an
anthropological frame of reference; to address episodes of culture change such as the transition to farming; the origin of complex societies,
and the origin of urbanism, and to provide an overview of European prehistory from the earliest appearance of humans to the rise of the
Roman empire. In 1978, the Academic Press published my book European Prehistory which, typically for that period, emphasized cultural
evolution, culture process, technology, environment, and economy. To produce a new version and an up- to-date prehistory of Europe, I have
invited contributions from specialists in the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Bronze and Iron Ages. Thus while this version of European Prehistory is a
new book, however, it still incorporates some data from the 1978 version, particularly in The Present Environment and Neolithic chapters.
Like its predecessor, this edition is structured around selected general topics, such as technology, trade, settlement, warfare, and ritual.
Since its first publication in 1971, Barry Cunliffe's monumental survey has established itself as a classic of British archaeology. This fully
revised fourth edition maintains the qualities of the earlier editions, whilst taking into account the significant developments that have moulded
the discipline in recent years. Barry Cunliffe here incorporates new theoretical approaches, technological advances and a range of new sites
and finds, ensuring that Iron Age Communities in Britain remains the definitive guide to the subject.
The author uses patterns of identity revealed in archaeology to interpret the commentaries of Greek and Roman authors who conveyed their
own perceptions of the non-literate groups of the Iron Age.
In 1817 a group of East Yorkshire gentry opened barrows in a large Iron Age cemetery on the Yorkshire Wolds at Arras, near Market
Weighton, including a remarkable burial accompanied by a chariot with two horses, which became known as the King’s Barrow. This was the
third season of excavation undertaken there, producing spectacular finds including a further chariot burial and the so-called Queen’s barrow,
which contained a gold ring, many glass beads and other items. These and later discoveries would lead to the naming of the Arras Culture,
and the suggestion of connections with the near European continent. Since then further remarkable finds have been made in the East
Yorkshire region, including 23 chariot burials, most recently at Pocklington in 2017 and 2018, where both graves contained horses, and were
featured on BBC 4’s Digging for Britain series. This volume bring together papers presented by leading experts at the Royal Archaeological
Institute Annual Conference, held at the Yorkshire Museum, York, in November 2017, to celebrate the bicentenary of the Arras discoveries.
The remarkable Iron Age archaeology of eastern Yorkshire is set into wider context by views from Scotland, the south of England and Iron
Age Western Europe. The book covers a wide variety of topics including migration, settlement and landscape, burials, experimental chariot
building, finds of various kinds and reports on the major sites such as Wetwang/Garton Slack and Pocklington.
This book explores the changing nature of power and identity from the Iron Age to the Roman period in Britain. It provides fresh
insights into the origins and nature of one of the lesser-known, but perhaps most significant, Late Iron Age 'oppida' in Britain:
Bagendon in Gloucestershire.
This volume of 33 papers on the Atlantic region of Western Europe in the first millennium BC reflects a diverse range of theoretical
approaches, techniques, and methodologies across current research, and is an opportunity to compare approaches to the first
millennium BC from different national and theoretical perspectives.
Alternative Iron Ages examines Iron Age social formations that sit outside traditional paradigms, developing methods for
archaeological characterisation of alternative models of society. In so doing it contributes to the debates concerning the
construction and resistance of inequality taking place in archaeology, anthropology and sociology. In recent years, Iron Age
research on Western Europe has moved towards new forms of understanding social structures. Yet these alternative social
organisations continue to be considered as basic human social formations, which frequently imply marginality and primitivism. In
this context, the grand narrative of the European Iron Age continues to be defined by cultural foci, which hide the great regional
variety in an artificially homogenous area. This book challenges the traditional classical evolutionist narratives by exploring
concepts such as non-triangular societies, heterarchy and segmentarity across regional case studies to test and propose
alternative social models for Iron Age social formations. Constructing new social theory both archaeologically based and supported
by sociological and anthropological theory, the book is perfect for those looking to examine and understand life in the European
Iron Age. We are so grateful to the research project titled "Paisajes rurales antiguos del Noroeste peninsular: formas de
dominacion romana y explotacion de recursos" [Ancient rural landscapes in Northwestern Iberia: Roman dominion and resource
exploitation] (HAR2015-64632-P; MINECO/FEDER), directed from the Instituto de Historia (CSIC) and also to the Fundaçao para
a Ciencia e a Tecnologia [Foundation for Science and Technology] postdoctoral project: SFRH-BPD-102407-2014.
Discusses both the revolutionary cultural, social, and economic impact of Bronze Age textile production in Europe and innovative
methodologies for future studies.
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This conspectus brings together in an accessible and systematic manner a dizzy array of archaeological cultures situated between
several worlds.
Although the last two generations have seen an enormous amount of attention paid to advances in electronics, the fact remains
that high-income, high-energy societies could thrive without microchips, etc., but, by contrast, could not exist without steel.
Because of the importance of this material to comtemporary civilization, a comprehensive resource is needed for metallurgists,
non-metallurgists, and anyone with a background in environmental studies, industry, manufacturing, and history, seeking a
broader understanding of the history of iron and steel and its current and future impact on society. Given its coverage of the history
of iron and steel from its genesis to slow pre-industrial progress, revolutionary advances during the 19th century, magnification of
19th century advances during the past five generations, patterns of modern steel production, the ubiquitous uses of the material,
potential substitutions, advances in relative dematerialization, and appraisal of steel’s possible futures, Still the Iron Age: Iron and
Steel in the Modern World by world-renowned author Vaclav Smil meets that need. Incorporates an interdisciplinary discussion of
the history and evolution of the iron- and steel-making industry and its impact on the development of the modern world Serves as a
valuable contribution because of its unique perspective that compares steel to technological advances in other materials,
perceived to be important Discusses how we can manufacture smarter rather than deny demand Explores future opportunities and
new efforts for sustainable development in the industry
The societies of the European Bronze Age produced elaborate artifacts and were drawn into a wide trade network extending over
the whole of Europe, even though they were economically and politically undiversified. Kristian Kristansen attempts to explain this
paradox using a world-systems analysis, and in particular tries to acount for the absence of state formation. He presents his case
with a powerful marshalling of the evidence across the whole of Europe and over two millennia. The result is the most coherent
overview of this period of European prehistory since the writings of Gordon Childe and Christopher Hawkes. A great strength of
this book is the broad European perspective, which allows the author to address some of the larger questions that have been
raised in the study of the Bronze Age. It captures the complexity of a prehistorical world at different levels of integration and
interaction from local to global.
Iron Age Myth and Materiality: an Archaeology of Scandinavia AD 400-1000 considers the relationship between myth and
materiality in Scandinavia from the beginning of the post-Roman era and the European Migrations up until the coming of
Christianity. It pursues an interdisciplinary interpretation of text and material culture and examines how the documentation of an
oral past relates to its material embodiment. While the material evidence is from the Iron Age, most Old Norse texts were written
down in the thirteenth century or even later. With a time lag of 300 to 900 years from the archaeological evidence, the textual
material has until recently been ruled out as a usable source for any study of the pagan past. However, Hedeager argues that this
is true regarding any study of a society’s short-term history, but it should not be the crucial requirement for defining the sources
relevant for studying long-term structures of the longue durée, or their potential contributions to a theoretical understanding of
cultural changes and transformation. In Iron Age Scandinavia we are dealing with persistent and slow-changing structures of
worldviews and ideologies over a wavelength of nearly a millennium. Furthermore, iconography can often date the arrival of new
mythical themes anchoring written narratives in a much older archaeological context. Old Norse myths are explored with particular
attention to one of the central mythical narratives of the Old Norse canon, the mythic cycle of Odin, king of the Norse pantheon. In
addition, contemporaneous historical sources from late Antiquity and the early European Middle Age - the narratives of Jordanes,
Gregory of Tours, and Paul the Deacon in particular - will be explored. No other study provides such a broad ranging and
authoritative study of the relationship of myth to the archaeology of Scandinavia.
The Cambridge Prehistory of the Bronze and Iron Age Mediterranean offers new insights into the material and social practices of
many different Mediterranean peoples during the Bronze and Iron Ages, presenting in particular those features that both connect
and distinguish them. Contributors discuss in depth a range of topics that motivate and structure Mediterranean archaeology
today, including insularity and connectivity; mobility, migration, and colonization; hybridization and cultural encounters; materiality,
memory, and identity; community and household; life and death; and ritual and ideology. The volume's broad coverage of different
approaches and contemporary archaeological practices will help practitioners of Mediterranean archaeology to move the subject
forward in new and dynamic ways. Together, the essays in this volume shed new light on the people, ideas, and materials that
make up the world of Mediterranean archaeology today, beyond the borders that separate Europe, Africa, and the Middle East.
While traditional studies of dress and jewellery have tended to focus purely on reconstruction or descriptions of style, chronology
and typology, the social context of costume is now a major research area in archaeology. This refocusing is largely a result of the
close relationship between dress and three currently popular topics: identity, bodies and material culture. Not only does dress
constitute an important means by which people integrate and segregate to form group identities, but interactions between objects
and bodies, quintessentially illustrated by dress, can also form the basis of much wider symbolic systems. Consequently,
archaeological understandings of clothing shed light on some of the fundamental aspects of society, hence our intentionally
unconditional title. Dress and Society illustrates the range of current archaeological approaches to dress using a number of case
studies drawn from prehistoric to post-medieval Europe. Individually, each chapter makes a strong contribution in its own field
whether through the discussion of new evidence or new approaches to classic material. Presenting the eight papers together
creates a strong argument for a theoretically informed and integrated approach to dress as a specific category of archaeological
evidence, emphasising that the study of dress not only draws openly on other disciplines, but is also a sub-discipline in its own
right. However, rather than delimiting dress to a specialist area of research we seek to promote it as fundamental to any holistic
archaeological understanding of past societies.
This ambitious study documents the underlying features which link the civilizations of the Mediterranean - Phoenician, Greek,
Etruscan and Roman - and the Iron Age cultures of central Europe, traditionally associated with the Celts. It deals with the social,
economic and cultural interaction in the first millennium BC which culminated in the Roman Empire. The book has three principle
themes: the spread of iron-working from its origins in Anatolia to its adoption over most of Europe; the development of a trading
system throughout the Mediterrean world after the collapse of Mycenaean Greece and its spread into temperate Europe; and the
rise of ever more complex societies, including states and cities, and eventually empires. Dr Collis takes a new look at such key
concepts as population movement, diffusion, trade, social structure and spatial organization, with some challenging new views on
the Celts in particular.
The people who inhabited Europe during the two millennia before the Roman conquests had established urban centers, large-
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scale production of goods such as pottery and iron tools, a money economy, and more. This title argues the visual world of these
late prehistoric communities was different from those of ancient Rome's literate civilization.
The European Iron AgeRoutledge
Trieste Publishing has a massive catalogue of classic book titles. Our aim is to provide readers with the highest quality
reproductions of fiction and non-fiction literature that has stood the test of time. The many thousands of books in our collection
have been sourced from libraries and private collections around the world.The titles that Trieste Publishing has chosen to be part
of the collection have been scanned to simulate the original. Our readers see the books the same way that their first readers did
decades or a hundred or more years ago. Books from that period are often spoiled by imperfections that did not exist in the
original. Imperfections could be in the form of blurred text, photographs, or missing pages. It is highly unlikely that this would occur
with one of our books. Our extensive quality control ensures that the readers of Trieste Publishing's books will be delighted with
their purchase. Our staff has thoroughly reviewed every page of all the books in the collection, repairing, or if necessary, rejecting
titles that are not of the highest quality. This process ensures that the reader of one of Trieste Publishing's titles receives a volume
that faithfully reproduces the original, and to the maximum degree possible, gives them the experience of owning the original
work.We pride ourselves on not only creating a pathway to an extensive reservoir of books of the finest quality, but also providing
value to every one of our readers. Generally, Trieste books are purchased singly - on demand, however they may also be
purchased in bulk. Readers interested in bulk purchases are invited to contact us directly to enquire about our tailored bulk rates.
This book traces the developments in the defences, weaponry and armour of the northern 'barbarians' from the earliest traces of
stone age aggression to the sophisticated warfare of the tribes who met the Romans in battle. It uses evidence from monuments
such as the great hillforts of the Bronze and Iron Ages, including Maiden Castle in Dorset and Alesia in France, as well as the
amazing archaeological finds seen in museums and collections across northern Europe. Period by period, the ways in which the
peoples of Britain, Ireland, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, and Scandinavia developed defensive and offensive
strategies are brought together for those interested in both military history and in the development of our societies and countryside.
Evidence from many countries is used to shed light on the centuries before written records _ and to redress the balance of our
understanding which has often been too heavily influenced by Roman propaganda!??As featured in Essence Magazine.
Identities and social relations are fundamental elements of societies. To approach these topics from a new and different angle, this
study takes the human body as the focal point of investigation. It tracks changing identities of early Iron Age people in central
Europe through body-related practices: the treatment of the body after death and human representations in art. The human
remains themselves provide information on biological parameters of life, such as sex, biological age, and health status. Objects
associated with the body in the grave and funerary practices give further insights on how people of the early Iron Age understood
life and death, themselves, and their place in the world. Representations of the human body appear in a variety of different
materials, forms, and contexts, ranging from ceramic figurines to images on bronze buckets. Rather than focussing on their
narrative content, human images are here interpreted as visualising and mediating identity. The analysis of how image elements
were connected reveals networks of social relations that connect central Europe to the Mediterranean. Body ideals, nudity, sex
and gender, aging, and many other aspects of women’s and men’s lives feature in this book. Archaeological evidence for
marriage and motherhood, war, and everyday life is brought together to paint a vivid picture of the past.
This title provides an overview of the wide-ranging contemporary debates in the study of European prehistory. It features
essays by some of the most dynamic researchers and leading European scholars in the field today.
This Element looks critically at migration scenarios proposed for the end of the Bronze Age in the eastern Mediterranean.
After presenting some historical background to the development of migration studies, including types and definitions of
migration as well as some of its possible material correlates, I consider how we go about studying human mobility and
issues regarding 'ethnicity'. There follows a detailed and critical examination of the history of research related to migration
and ethnicity in the southern Levant at the end of the Late Bronze Age (ca. 1200 BC), considering both migrationist and
anti-migrationist views. I then present and critique recent studies on climatic and related issues, as well as the current
state of evidence from palaeogenetics and strontium isotope analyses. The conclusion attempts to look anew at this
enigmatic period of transformation and social change, of mobility and connectivity, alongside the hybridised practices of
social actors.
Deeply stratified settlements are a distinctive site type featuring prominently in diverse later prehistoric landscapes of the
Old World. Their massive materiality has attracted the curiosity of lay people and archaeologists alike. Nowadays a wide
variety of archaeological projects are tracking the lifestyles and social practices that led to the building-up of such
superimposed artificial hills. However, prehistoric tell-dwelling communities are too often approached from narrow local
perspectives or discussed within strict time- and culture-specific debates. There is a great potential to learn from such
ubiquitous archaeological manifestations as the physical outcome of cross-cutting dynamics and comparable underlying
forces irrespective of time and space. This volume tackles tells and tell-like sites as a transversal phenomenon whose
commonalities and divergences are poorly understood yet may benefit from cross-cultural comparison. Thus, the book
intends to assemble a representative range of ongoing theory – and science –based fieldwork projects targeting this kind
of sites. With the aim of encompassing a variety of social and material dynamics, the volume’s scope is diachronic –
from the Earliest Neolithic up to the Iron Age–, and covers a very large region, from Iberia in Western Europe to Syria in
the Middle East. The core of the volume comprises a selection of the most remarkable contributions to the session with a
similar title celebrated in the European Association of Archaeologists Annual Meeting held at Barcelona in 2018. In
addition, the book includes invited chapters to round out underrepresented areas and periods in the EAA session with
relevant research programmes in the Old World. To accomplish such a cross-cultural course, the book takes a case-
based approach, with contributions disparate both in their theoretical foundations – from household archaeology, social
agency and formation theory – and their research strategies – including geophysical survey, microarchaeology and high-
resolution excavation and dating.
This edited volume delves into the current state of Iron Age and Early Medieval research in the North. Over the last two
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decades of archaeological explorations, theoretical vanguards, and introduction of new methodological strategies,
together with a growing amount of critical studies in archaeology taking their stance from a multidisciplinary perspective,
have dramatically changed our understanding of Northern Iron Age societies. The profound effect of 6th century climatic
events on social structures in Northern Europe, a reintegration of written sources and archaeological material, genetic
and isotopic studies entirely reinterpreting previously excavated grave material, are but a few examples of such land
winnings. The aim of this book is to provide an intense and cohesive focus on the characteristics of contemporary Iron
Age research; explored under the subheadings of field and methodology, settlement and spatiality, text and translation,
and interaction and impact. Gathering the work of leading, established researchers and field archaeologists based
throughout northern Europe and in the frontline of this new emerging image, this volume provides a collective summary
of our current understandings of the Iron Age and Early Medieval Era in the North. It also facilitates a renewed interaction
between academia and the ever-growing field of infrastructural archaeology, by integrating cutting edge fieldwork and
developing field methods in the corpus of Iron Age and Early Medieval studies. In this book, many hypotheses are
pushed forward from their expected outcomes, and analytical work is not afraid of taking risks, thus advancing the field of
Iron Age research, and also, hopefully, inspiring to a continued creation of new knowledge.
Enclosures are among the most widely distributed features of the European Iron Age. From fortifications to field systems,
they demarcate territories and settlements, sanctuaries and central places, burials and ancestral grounds. This dividing of
the physical and the mental landscape between an ‘inside’ and an ‘outside’ is investigated anew in a series of essays by
some of the leading scholars on the topic. The contributions cover new ground, from Scotland to Spain, between France
and the Eurasian steppe, on how concepts and communities were created as well as exploring specific aspects and
broader notions of how humans marked, bounded and guarded landscapes in order to connect across space and time. A
recurring theme considers how Iron Age enclosures created, curated, formed or deconstructed memory and identity, and
how by enclosing space, these communities opened links to an earlier past in order to understand or express their Iron
Age presence. In this way, the contributions examine perspectives that are of wider relevance for related themes in
different periods.
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