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Thomas Cromwell The Rise And Fall Of Henry Viiis Most
Notorious Minister
BIOGRAPHY & AUTOBIOGRAPHY: HISTORICAL, POLITICAL & MILITARY. This is a
major biography of Henry's VIII's right hand man, revealing for the first time that the
image of a blood stained henchman is largely fictional. Thomas Cromwell was the
Henry's VIII's chief minister and principal reformer of the church in one of the most
eventful eras in English history.
Thomas Cromwell, chief architect of the English Reformation, served as minister of
Henry VIII from 1531 to 1540, the period during which more political and religious
reform was accomplished than at any other time in Henry's thirty-seven-year reign.
Thus the momentous events of the 1530s are generally (but not universally) attributed
to Cromwell's agency. Cromwell has been the subject of close and continuous attention
for the last half century, with positive appraisal of his work and achievements as the
scholarly norm. In this classroom biography-the first in a generation and the only one
now in print-that judgment is largely accepted, though it is combined with earlier and
more critical assessments that view Cromwell as a disciple of Machiavelli. One
distinguishing feature of this study is its overview of Machiavellian thought, along with
its overview of Marsilian thought. Marsilius of Padua, fourteenth-century political
philosopher and author of Defensor Pacis, is widely recognized as the source of

Page 1/25



Download Ebook Thomas Cromwell The Rise And Fall Of Henry Viiis Most
Notorious Minister

Cromwell's reformation ideas; but nowhere is Marsilius explicated. The same is true of
Machiavelli-never explicated though said to be (by Reginald Pole, cousin of Henry and
cardinal of the church) the source of Cromwell's ideas on statecraft. A second
distinguishing feature of the book is its inclusion of an introductory chapter that situates
Cromwell in the sixteenth century and shows his connection to important events,
characters, and ideas. Thus, while the book is a biography, its focus is broader and its
uses more various.
Hilary Mantel and Ben Miles' exhilarating stage adaptation of The Mirror and the Light,
one of 2021's must-see theatrical events, and the long awaited conclusion to the Oliver
Award-winning Wolf Hall Trilogy.
Proud, greedy, corrupt and driven by overwhelming personal ambition. Such is the
traditional image of Thomas Wolsey, Lord Chancellor, Archbishop of York, Bishop of
Winchester, Abbot of St. Albans, Bishop if Tournai and Papal Legate. It is an image
which Peter Gwyn examines, challenges and decisively overturns in this remarkable
book. From exceedingly humble beginnings Wolsey rose to a pinnacle of power
unsurpassed by any other British commoner. Peter Gwyn explores every aspect of the
Cardinal's career - not least his relationship with Henry VIII - and sets it firmly in a
vividly recreated Tudor world. The Wolsey who emerges is a man of prodigious energy
and ability, a tireless dispenser of justice, an enlightened reformer wholly dedicated to
his king and country - a man who has been consistently misrepresented and maligned
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for four-and-a-half centuries.
Winner of the Man Booker Prize Shortlisted for the the Orange Prize Shortlisted for the
Costa Novel Award `Dizzyingly, dazzlingly good' Daily Mail ‘Our most brilliant English
writer’ Guardian
The biography of the blacksmith’s son who rose to be Henry VIII’s right-hand man.
The rise and fall of Henry's notorious minister - the most corrupt Chancellor in English
history The son of a brewer, Cromwell rose from obscurity to become Earl of Essex,
Vice-Regent and High Chamberlain of England, Keep of the Privy Seal and Chancellor
of the Exchequer. He maneuvered his way to the top by intrigue, bribery and sheer
force of personality in a court dominated by the malevolent King Henry. Cromwell
pursued the interests of the king with single-minded energy and little subtlety. Tasked
with engineering the judicial murder of Anne Boleyn when she had worn out her
welcome in the royal chamber, he tortured her servants and relations, then organised a
'show trial' of Stalinist efficiency. He orchestrated the 'greatest act of privatisation in
English history': the seizure of the monasteries. Their enormous wealth was used to
cement the loyalty of the English nobility, and to enrich the crown. Cromwell made
himself a fortune too, soliciting colossal bribes and binding the noble families to him
with easy loans. He came home from court literally weighed down with gold.
King-makers - Conspirators - Criminals - Nobles - Seducers The Howard family - the
Dukes of Norfolk - were the wealthiest and most powerful aristocrats in Tudor England,

Page 3/25



Download Ebook Thomas Cromwell The Rise And Fall Of Henry Viiis Most
Notorious Minister

regarding themselves as the true power behind the throne. They were certainly
extraordinarily influential, with two Howard women marrying Henry VIII - Anne Boleyn
and the fifteen-year-old Catherine Howard. But in the treacherous world of the Tudor
court no faction could afford to rest on its laurels. The Howards consolidated their
power with an awesome web of schemes and conspiracies but even they could not
always hold their enemies at bay. This was a family whose history is marked by
treason, beheadings and incarceration - a dynasty whose pride and ambition secured
only their downfall.
The Tudors retained only a precarious grip on the crown of England, founded on
a title that was both tenuous and legally flimsy. This left them preoccupied by two
major obsessions: the necessity for a crop of lusty male heirs to continue their
bloodline, and the elimination of threats from those who had strong, if not
superior, claims to the throne than them. None was cursed more by this rampant
insecurity than Henry VIII. The king embodied not only the power and imperial
majesty of the monarchy, but also England's stature and military might. His health
always had huge political consequences at home and overseas - hence his
unbridled hypochondria. Henry's last six years saw him embark on two
marriages, brutal wars against Scotland and France and the devastating collapse
of England's economy. Terror stalked his court, as factions plotted in the
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shadows behind the throne to snatch ascendancy in religion and political
influence. Drawing on the latest historical and medical research, Robert
Hutchinson reveals the extent to which the king also grappled with accelerating
geriatric decay, made more acute by medical conditions that were not only
painful but transformed the monarch into a 28-stone psychotic monster,
suspicious of everyone around him, including those most dear to him.
The future of fiction is neither global nor national. Instead, Matthew Hart argues,
it is trending extraterritorial. Extraterritorial spaces fall outside of national borders
but enhance state power. They cut across geography and history but do not point
the way to a borderless new world. They range from the United Nations
headquarters and international waters to CIA black sites and the departure zones
at international airports. The political geography of the present, Hart shows, has
come to resemble a patchwork of such spaces. Hart reveals extraterritoriality’s
centrality to twenty-first-century art and fiction. He shows how extraterritorial
fictions expose the way states construct “global” space in their own interests.
Extraterritorial novels teach us not to mistake cracks or gradations in political
geography for a crisis of the state. Hart demonstrates how the unstable character
of many twenty-first-century aesthetic forms can be traced to the increasingly
extraterritorial nature of contemporary political geography. Discussing writers
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such as Margaret Atwood, J. G. Ballard, Amitav Ghosh, Chang-rae Lee, Hilary
Mantel, and China Miéville, as well as artists like Hito Steyerl and Mark Wallinger,
Hart combines lively critical readings of contemporary novels with historical and
theoretical discussions about sovereignty, globalization, cosmopolitanism, and
postcolonialism. Extraterritorial presents a new theory of literature that explains
what happens when dreams of an open, connected world confront the reality of
mobile, elastic, and tenacious borders.
Thomas Cromwell rose from very humble beginnings to become Henry VIII's
chief minister, his right-hand man during the English Reformation. He wielded
enormous power while he retained the king's favour, but the failure of Henry's
marriage to Anne of Cleves, which Cromwell had arranged, led to his swift
downfall and execution. John Schofield's biography reveals that the popular
image of him as a blood-stained henchman is largely fictional. Detailed research
into contemporary sources illuminates his brilliant mind and his love for and
patronage of the arts and humanities, while short case studies shed new light on
his relations with, and his reputation among, Henry VIII's subjects. The final part
narrates the drama of his downfall, and the king's posthumous exoneration of the
'most faithful servant he ever had.'
Winner of the 2012 Man Booker Prize Winner of the 2012 Costa Book of the Year
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Award The sequel to Hilary Mantel's 2009 Man Booker Prize winner and New
York Times bestseller, Wolf Hall delves into the heart of Tudor history with the
downfall of Anne Boleyn Though he battled for seven years to marry her, Henry
is disenchanted with Anne Boleyn. She has failed to give him a son and her
sharp intelligence and audacious will alienate his old friends and the noble
families of England. When the discarded Katherine dies in exile from the court,
Anne stands starkly exposed, the focus of gossip and malice. At a word from
Henry, Thomas Cromwell is ready to bring her down. Over three terrifying weeks,
Anne is ensnared in a web of conspiracy, while the demure Jane Seymour
stands waiting her turn for the poisoned wedding ring. But Anne and her powerful
family will not yield without a ferocious struggle. Hilary Mantel's Bring Up the
Bodies follows the dramatic trial of the queen and her suitors for adultery and
treason. To defeat the Boleyns, Cromwell must ally with his natural enemies, the
papist aristocracy. What price will he pay for Anne's head? Bring Up the Bodies is
one of The New York Times' 10 Best Books of 2012, one of Publishers Weekly's
Top 10 Best Books of 2012 and one of The Washington Post's 10 Best Books of
2012
The New York Times bestselling collection, from the Man Booker prize-winner for
Wolf Hall and Bring Up the Bodies, that has been called "scintillating" (New York
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Times Books Review), "breathtaking" (NPR), "exquisite" (The Chicago Tribune)
and "otherworldly" (Washington Post). "A new Hilary Mantel book is an Event
with a ‘capital ‘E.'"—NPR "A book of her short stories is like a little sweet
treat."—USA Today (4 stars) "[Mantel is at] the top of her game."—Salon
"Genius."—The Seattle Times One of the most accomplished, acclaimed, and
garlanded writers, Hilary Mantel delivers a brilliant collection of contemporary
stories In The Assassination of Margaret Thatcher, Hilary Mantel's trademark
gifts of penetrating characterization, unsparing eye, and rascally intelligence are
once again fully on display. Stories of dislocation and family fracture, of whimsical
infidelities and sudden deaths with sinister causes, brilliantly unsettle the reader
in that unmistakably Mantel way. Cutting to the core of human experience,
Mantel brutally and acutely writes about marriage, class, family, and sex.
Unpredictable, diverse, and sometimes shocking, The Assassination of Margaret
Thatcher displays a magnificent writer at the peak of her powers.
Retha Warnicke's fascinating and controversial reinterpretation focuses on the
sexual intrigues and family politics pervading the court, offering a new
explanation of Anne's fall.
Set during the same years of Henry VIII's life as The Tudors, this book charts his
rise as a magnificent and ruthless monarch Immortalized as a domineering king,
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notorious philanderer, and the unlikely benefactor of a new church, Henry VIII
became a legend during his own reign. Who, though, was the young royal who
would grow up to become England's most infamous ruler? Robert Hutchinson's
Young Henry examines Henry Tudor's childhood beginnings and subsequent rise
to power in the most intimate retelling of his early life to date. While Henry's elder
brother Arthur was scrupulously groomed for the crown by their autocratic father,
the ten-year-old "spare heir" enjoyed a more carefree childhood, given prestige
and power without the looming pressures of the throne. Everything changed for
the young prince, though, when his brother died. Henry was nine weeks shy of
his eighteenth birthday when he inherited both his brother's widow and the
crown. As King, Henry preferred magnificence and merriment to his royal
responsibilities, sweeping away the musty cobwebs of his father's court with
feasting, dancing, and sport. Frustrated, too, by the seeming inability of his wife,
Katherine of Aragon, to produce an heir, Henry turned his attention to a
prospective second queen whose name would endure as long as his: Anne
Boleyn. With the king still lacking a successor by the age of 35, however, the time
for youthful frolic had come to an end. Divorcing his wife and the Catholic
Church, executing his lover and his violent will, Henry charged forward on a
scandalous path of terrifying self-indulgence from which there was no turning
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back. Young Henry is an illuminating portrait of this tyrannical yet groundbreaking
king—before he transformed his country, and the face of the monarchy,
irrevocably.
Examines the intelligence war behind the sea battles of 1588 to reveal lesser-
known factors that led to England's dramatic victory, challenging popular theories
to argue that the Spanish Armada was defeated by inclement weather and bad
luck. By the author of Young Henry. 25,000 first printing.
Real Life Drama is the classic history of the remarkable group that revitalized
American theater in the 1930s by engaging urgent social and moral issues that
still resonate today. Born in the turbulent decade of the Depression, the Group
Theatre revolutionized American arts. Wendy Smith's dramatic narrative brings
the influential troupe and its founders to life once again, capturing their joys and
pains, their triumphs and defeats. Filled with fresh insights into the towering
personalities of Harold Clurman, Lee Strasberg, Cheryl Crawford, Elia Kazan,
Clifford Odets, Stella and Luther Adler, Karl Malden, and Lee J. Cobb, among
many others, Real Life Drama chronicles a passionate community of idealists as
they opened a new frontier in theater.
How does a Black kid from North Philly wind up playing polo? The much-
anticipated sequel to Ghetto Cowboy, now a major motion picture starring Idris
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Elba and Stranger Things's Caleb McLaughlin. When Cole moves in with his dad,
Harp, he thinks life will be sweet--just him and his horse, Boo, hanging out with
Philadelphia's urban cowboys. But when Harp says he has to get a job, Cole
winds up as a stable hand for the polo team at George Washington Military
Academy, where the players are rich, white, and stuck-up--all except Ruthie, the
team's first and only girl, who's determined to show the others she can beat them
at their own game. As Cole and Ruthie become friends--and maybe more--he
starts imagining his future, maybe even at the academy. But between long
workdays, arrogant polo players, and a cousin trying to pull Cole into his
dangerous business, that future seems remote. Will Cole find the courage to
stand and be seen in a world determined to keep him out? With striking
illustrations by Jesse Joshua Watson, celebrated author G. Neri's novel weaves
themes of tenacity and community into a rousing sports story inspired by
Philadelphia's real-life urban cowboys and polo players.
In this paper, which launches the Headstart History Papers series, Sir Geoffrey
Elton, formerly Regius Professor of Modern History at Cambridge University, sets
out the essence of his thought on Thomas Cromwell and the challenges to which
his views have been subjected. He reviews the career of Cromwell and considers
the impact he had on politics in the 1530s.
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Winner of the Man Booker Prize 2009 Shortlisted for the the Orange Prize 2009
Shortlisted for the Costa Novel Award 2009 `Dizzyingly, dazzlingly good' Daily
Mail 'Our most brilliant English writer' Guardian England, the 1520s. Henry VIII is
on the throne, but has no heir. Cardinal Wolsey is his chief advisor, charged with
securing the divorce the pope refuses to grant. Into this atmosphere of distrust
and need comes Thomas Cromwell, first as Wolsey's clerk, and later his
successor. Cromwell is a wholly original man: the son of a brutal blacksmith, a
political genius, a briber, a charmer, a bully, a man with a delicate and deadly
expertise in manipulating people and events. Ruthless in pursuit of his own
interests, he is as ambitious in his wider politics as he is for himself. His
reforming agenda is carried out in the grip of a self-interested parliament and a
king who fluctuates between romantic passions and murderous rages. From one
of our finest living writers, 'Wolf Hall' is that very rare thing: a truly great English
novel, one that explores the intersection of individual psychology and wider
politics. With a vast array of characters, and richly overflowing with incident, it
peels back history to show us Tudor England as a half-made society, moulding
itself with great passion, suffering and courage.
“An exceptional and compelling biography about one of the Tudor Age’s most
complex and controversial figures.” —Alison Weir Thomas Cromwell has long
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been reviled as a Machiavellian schemer who stopped at nothing in his quest for
power. As King Henry VIII’s right-hand man, Cromwell was the architect of the
English Reformation; secured Henry’s divorce from Catherine of Aragon and
plotted the downfall of his second wife, Anne Boleyn; and was fatally accused of
trying to usurp the king himself. In this engrossing biography, acclaimed British
historian Tracy Borman reveals a different side to one of history’s most notorious
characters: that of a caring husband and father, a fiercely loyal servant and
friend, and a revolutionary who was key in transforming medieval England into a
modern state. Thomas Cromwell was at the heart of the most momentous events
of his time—from funding the translation and dissemination of the first vernacular
Bible to legitimizing Anne Boleyn as queen—and wielded immense power over
both church and state. The impact of his seismic political, religious, and social
reforms can still be felt today. Grounded in excellent primary source research,
Thomas Cromwell gives an inside look at a monarchy that has captured the
Western imagination for centuries and tells the story of a controversial and
enigmatic man who forever changed the shape of his country. “An intelligent,
sympathetic, and well researched biography.” —The Wall Street Journal “Borman
unravels the story of Cromwell’s rise to power skillfully . . . If you want the inside
story of Thomas Cromwell . . . this is the book for you.” —The Weekly Standard
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“An engrossing biography. . . . A fine rags-to-riches-to-executioner’s-block story
of a major figure of the English Reformation.” —Kirkus Reviews “An insightful
biography of a much-maligned historical figure.” —Booklist
How much does the Thomas Cromwell of popular novels and television series
resemble the real Cromwell? This meticulous study of Cromwell s early political
career expands and revises what has been understood concerning the life and
talents of Henry VIII s chief minister. Michael Everett provides a new and
enlightening account of Cromwell s rise to power, his influence on the king, his
role in the Reformation, and his impact on the future of the nation.
Controversially, Everett depicts Cromwell not as the fervent evangelical,
Machiavellian politician, or the revolutionary administrator that earlier historians
have perceived. Instead he reveals Cromwell as a highly capable and efficient
servant of the Crown, rising to power not by masterminding Henry VIII s split with
Rome but rather by dint of exceptional skills as an administrator."
Set during the French Revolution, this "riveting historical novel" ("The New
Yorker") is the story of three young provincials who together helped destroy a
way of life and, in the process, destroyed themselves.
Traces the rise of Henry VIII's advisor from an obscure brewer's son to one who
encouraged the king's marriage to Anne Boleyn and the Protestant Reformation,
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and details his corrupt activities and violent execution.
How much does the Thomas Cromwell of popular novels and television series
resemble the real Cromwell? This meticulous study of Cromwell's early political
career expands and revises what has been understood concerning the life and
talents of Henry VIII's chief minister. Rafael Goble provides a new and
enlightening account of Cromwell's rise to power, his influence on the king, his
role in the Reformation, and his impact on the future of the nation.
“Offers hope in the face of desperate odds” – ELLE Magazine, ELLE’s Most
Anticipated Books of Summer 2020 “[D]isturbing and unforgettable memoir…This
wrenching story brings to vivid life the plight of the many families separated at the
U.S.-Mexico border.” – Publisher’s Weekly, STARRED REVIEW “[The] haunting
and eloquent…narrative of a Guatemalan woman's desperate search for a better
life." -Kirkus, STARRED Review Compelling and urgently important, The Book of
Rosy is the unforgettable story of one brave mother and her fight to save her
family. When Rosayra “Rosy” Pablo Cruz made the agonizing decision to seek
asylum in the United States with two of her children, she knew the journey would
be arduous, dangerous, and quite possibly deadly. But she had no choice:
violence—from gangs, from crime, from spiraling chaos—was making daily life hell.
Rosy knew her family’s one chance at survival was to flee Guatemala and go
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north. After a brutal journey that left them dehydrated, exhausted, and nearly
starved, Rosy and her two little boys arrived at the Arizona border. Almost
immediately they were seized and forcibly separated by government officials
under the Department of Homeland Security’s new “zero tolerance” policy. To
her horror Rosy discovered that her flight to safety had only just begun. In The
Book of Rosy, with an unprecedented level of sharp detail and soulful intimacy,
Rosy tells her story, aided by Julie Schwietert Collazo, founder of Immigrant
Families Together, the grassroots organization that reunites mothers and
children. She reveals the cruelty of the detention facilities, the excruciating pain
of feeling her children ripped from her arms, the abiding faith that staved off
despair—and the enduring friendship with Julie, which helped her navigate the
darkness and the bottomless Orwellian bureaucracy. A gripping account of the
human cost of inhumane policies, The Book of Rosy is also a paean to the
unbreakable will of people united by true love, a sense of justice, and hope for a
better future.
The Rise of Thomas CromwellPower and Politics in the Reign of Henry VIII,
1485-1534Yale University Press
In the ruthless arena of King Henry VIII's court, only one man dares to gamble his
life to win the king's favor and ascend to the heights of political power England in
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the 1520s is a heartbeat from disaster. If the king dies without a male heir, the
country could be destroyed by civil war. Henry VIII wants to annul his marriage of
twenty years, and marry Anne Boleyn. The pope and most of Europe opposes
him. The quest for the king's freedom destroys his adviser, the brilliant Cardinal
Wolsey, and leaves a power vacuum. Into this impasse steps Thomas Cromwell.
Cromwell is a wholly original man, a charmer and a bully, both idealist and
opportunist, astute in reading people and a demon of energy: he is also a
consummate politician, hardened by his personal losses, implacable in his
ambition. But Henry is volatile: one day tender, one day murderous. Cromwell
helps him break the opposition, but what will be the price of his triumph? In
inimitable style, Hilary Mantel presents a picture of a half-made society on the
cusp of change, where individuals fight or embrace their fate with passion and
courage. With a vast array of characters, overflowing with incident, the novel re-
creates an era when the personal and political are separated by a hairbreadth,
where success brings unlimited power but a single failure means death.
The long-awaited biography of the genius who masterminded Henry VIII's bloody
revolution in the English government, which reveals at last Cromwell's role in the
downfall of Anne Boleyn "This a book that - and it's not often you can say this -
we have been awaiting for four hundred years." --Hilary Mantel, author of Wolf

Page 17/25



Download Ebook Thomas Cromwell The Rise And Fall Of Henry Viiis Most
Notorious Minister

Hall Since the sixteenth century we have been fascinated by Henry VIII and the
man who stood beside him, guiding him, enriching him, and enduring the king's
insatiable appetites and violent outbursts until Henry ordered his beheading in
July 1540. After a decade of sleuthing in the royal archives, Diarmaid MacCulloch
has emerged with a tantalizing new understanding of Henry's mercurial chief
minister, the inscrutable and utterly compelling Thomas Cromwell. History has
not been kind to the son of a Putney brewer who became the architect of
England's split with Rome. Where past biographies portrayed him as a scheming
operator with blood on his hands, Hilary Mantel reimagined him as a far more
sympathetic figure buffered by the whims of his master. So which was he--the
villain of history or the victim of her creation? MacCulloch sifted through letters
and court records for answers and found Cromwell's fingerprints on some of the
most transformative decisions of Henry's turbulent reign. But he also found
Cromwell the man, an administrative genius, rescuing him from myth and
slander. The real Cromwell was a deeply loving father who took his biggest risks
to secure the future of his son, Gregory. He was also a man of faith and a quiet
revolutionary. In the end, he could not appease or control the man whose humors
were so violent and unpredictable. But he made his mark on England, setting her
on the path to religious awakening and indelibly transforming the system of
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government of the English-speaking world.
The English reformers of the 1530s, with Thomas Cromwell at their head,
continued to have a strong belief in kingly rule and authority, in contrast to their
radical approach to the power of the Pope and the Roman Catholic Church.
Resisting the king was tantamount to resisting God in their eyes, and even on a
matter of conscience the will of the king should prevail. Yet just over 100 years
later, Charles I was called the 'man of blood', and Oliver Cromwell famously
declared that 'we will cut off his head with a crown on it'. But how did we get from
the one to the other? How did the deferential Reformation become a regicidal
revolution? Following on from his biography of Thomas Cromwell, John Schofield
examines how the English character and the way it perceived royal rule changed
between the time of Thomas Cromwell and that of the great-great-grandnephew
Oliver.
How much does the Thomas Cromwell of popular novels and television series
resemble the real Cromwell? This meticulous study of Cromwell’s early political
career expands and revises what has been understood concerning the life and
talents of Henry VIII’s chief minister. Michael Everett provides a new and
enlightening account of Cromwell’s rise to power, his influence on the king, his
role in the Reformation, and his impact on the future of the nation.
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Controversially, Everett depicts Cromwell not as the fervent evangelical,
Machiavellian politician, or the revolutionary administrator that earlier historians
have perceived. Instead he reveals Cromwell as a highly capable and efficient
servant of the Crown, rising to power not by masterminding Henry VIII’s split with
Rome but rather by dint of exceptional skills as an administrator.
The author examines every aspect of Wolsey's career: foreign policy, Church and
state, law and order, social policy and relations with the Crown, with Parliament
and the nobility. He presents a different Wolsey from the caricature of tradition.
Hilary Mantel s Wolf Hall trilogy is like a sixteenth-century tapestry: we all wonder at its
beauty and skill, but many will want to turn it over and distinguish between the fictional
warp and the historical weave. For those curious minds, Lauren Mackay s learned,
eminently readable, and gorgeously illustrated Wolf Hall Companion neatly helps pick
apart the threads.
Unlock the more straightforward side of Wolf Hall with this concise and insightful
summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Wolf Hall by
Hilary Mantel, which follows Thomas Cromwell as he rises from humble beginnings as
a blacksmith’s son to a position of virtually unmatched influence at the court of Henry
VIII. Intrigue and scheming abound as Henry struggles to secure an annulment to his
marriage to Katharine of Aragon and wed her lady-in-waiting Anne Boleyn, radically
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transforming religion in England in the process. Wolf Hall won the Man Booker Prize in
2009, with its sequel Bring Up the Bodies receiving the honour in 2012, making Mantel
the first living British writer and the first woman to be awarded the prestigious prize on
two occasions. Find out everything you need to know about Wolf Hall in a fraction of the
time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot
summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for further
reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our
publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and
concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to
improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole
new light with BrightSummaries.com!
Existing studies of Thomas Cromwell (c. 1485-1540) have typically interpreted his life
and work during the 1530s as being a reflection of his religious beliefs, his
administrative zeal or his political ambitions. In doing so they have left a distorted
picture of the man and his career, which often takes for granted exactly how he became
the king's leading minister. The purpose of this thesis is to describe how Cromwell rose
so spectacularly, by examining previously neglected areas of work he undertook for the
king, and presenting the first rounded study of Cromwell and his early career. A new
study of Cromwell, which focuses on aspects of his life and work which have never
before been examined, enables new insights to be drawn about the minister himself,
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while shedding fresh light on debate surrounding Henrician Court and government. An
examination of Cromwell's greatly neglected life as a lawyer and merchant in the 1520s
demonstrates how he acquired many of the qualities which were required for him to
prosper under Henry VIII, while fresh consideration of the manner of Cromwell's
transition into the king's service challenges the longstanding belief about how and when
this occurred. Despite the considerable evidence attesting to them in the State Papers,
Cromwell's earliest responsibilities for the king - those concerning the Crown lands and
King's Works, his management of the Church, and financing war with Scotland - have
never before been examined. Doing so enables a new assessment of Cromwell's early
career to be drawn, which challenges the prevailing belief that the break with Rome
was vital in his becoming chief minister. Examination of Cromwell's earliest activities in
government then presents an intriguing perspective on Cromwell as an administrative
reformer. And the first comprehensive account of his role in the Anglo-papal schism not
only offers new insights into his role and influence over this, but questions the existing
accounts of the politics of the 1530s.
The brilliant #1 New York Times bestseller Named a best book of 2020 by The New
York Times, The Washington Post, TIME, The Guardian, and many more With The
Mirror & the Light, Hilary Mantel brings to a triumphant close the trilogy she began with
her peerless, Booker Prize-winning novels, Wolf Hall and Bring Up the Bodies. She
traces the final years of Thomas Cromwell, the boy from nowhere who climbs to the
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heights of power, offering a defining portrait of predator and prey, of a ferocious contest
between present and past, between royal will and a common man’s vision: of a modern
nation making itself through conflict, passion and courage. The story begins in May
1536: Anne Boleyn is dead, decapitated in the space of a heartbeat by a hired French
executioner. As her remains are bundled into oblivion, Cromwell breakfasts with the
victors. The blacksmith’s son from Putney emerges from the spring’s bloodbath to
continue his climb to power and wealth, while his formidable master, Henry VIII, settles
to short-lived happiness with his third queen, Jane Seymour. Cromwell, a man with only
his wits to rely on, has no great family to back him, no private army. Despite rebellion at
home, traitors plotting abroad and the threat of invasion testing Henry’s regime to the
breaking point, Cromwell’s robust imagination sees a new country in the mirror of the
future. All of England lies at his feet, ripe for innovation and religious reform. But as
fortune’s wheel turns, Cromwell’s enemies are gathering in the shadows. The
inevitable question remains: how long can anyone survive under Henry’s cruel and
capricious gaze? Eagerly awaited and eight years in the making, The Mirror & the Light
completes Cromwell’s journey from self-made man to one of the most feared,
influential figures of his time. Portrayed by Mantel with pathos and terrific energy,
Cromwell is as complex as he is unforgettable: a politician and a fixer, a husband and a
father, a man who both defied and defined his age.
How much does the Thomas Cromwell of popular novels and television series resemble
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the real Cromwell? This meticulous study of Cromwell's early political career expands
and revises what has been understood concerning the life and talents of Henry VIII's
chief minister. Michael Everett provides a new and enlightening account of Cromwell's
rise to power, his influence on the king, his role in the Reformation, and his impact on
the future of the nation. Controversially, Everett depicts Cromwell not as the fervent
evangelical, Machiavellian politician, or the revolutionary administrator that earlier
historians have perceived. Instead he reveals Cromwell as a highly capable and
efficient servant of the Crown, rising to power not by masterminding Henry VIII's split
with Rome but rather by dint of exceptional skills as an administrator.
'A delicious frisson of danger slithers through every page of the book. Enthralling.'
Karen Maitland 'A delicate and detailed portrayal, absolutely beautifully done.
Captivating.' Suzannah Dunn 'Rich, vivid and immersive, an enthralling story of the
turbulent Tudor era.' Nicola Cornick MISTRESS CROMWELL presents the rise of
Tudor England's most powerful courtier, Thomas Cromwell, through the eyes of the
most important - and little known - woman in his life . . . When beautiful cloth
merchant's daughter Elizabeth Williams is widowed at the age of twenty-two, she is
determined to make a success of the business she inherited from her father. But there
are those who oppose a woman making her own way in the world, and soon Elizabeth
realises she may have some powerful enemies - enemies who know the dark truth
about her dead husband. Happiness arrives when Elizabeth meets ambitious young
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lawyer, Thomas Cromwell. Their marriage begins in mutual love and respect - but it
isn't always easy being the wife of an independent, headstrong man in Henry VIII's
London. The city is both merciless and filled with temptation, and Elizabeth soon
realises she must take care in the life she has chosen . . . or risk losing everything.
MISTRESS CROMWELL was previously published as THE WOMAN IN THE
SHADOWS. Do you love the novels of Carol McGrath? Have you read THE SILKEN
ROSE, her brand new novel, starring one of the most fierce and courageous forgotten
queens of England? Available now!
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