Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe

Collects three of the author's novels, all inspired by
the tragedies faced by the Igbo people during the
European colonization of Africa.

The adventures and misadventures of a young
Nigerian negro in the British colonial civil service. A
temporary clerk, still on probation, Mr Johnson has
been in Fada, Nigeria, for six months and is already
much in debt. Undaunted, he entertains on the
grandest scale, with drums and smuggled gin. Not
only that, he intends to pay a small fortune for his
wife...

Novel chronicles the life of Okonkwo, the leader of
an Igbo (Ibo) community, from the events leading up
to his banishment from the community for
accidentally killing a clansman, through the seven
years of his exile, to his return.

A reading and study guide for Chinua Achebe's
novel Things Fall Apart.

Presents critical essays on "Things fall apart” from a
variety of perspectives, including ethnographic,
pedagogical, and ideological ones.

Africa's strong tradition of storytelling has long been
an expression of an oral narrative culture. African
writers such as Amos Tutuola, Naguib Mahfouz,
Wole Soyinka and J. M. Coetzee have adapted
these older forms to develop and enhance the genre

of the novel, in a shift from the oral mode to print.
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Comprehensive in scope, these new essays cover
the fiction in the European languages from North
Africa and Africa south of the Sahara, as well as in
Arabic. They highlight the themes and styles of the
African novel through an examination of the works
that have either attained canonical status - an entire
chapter is devoted to the work of Chinua Achebe - or
can be expected to do so. Including a guide to
further reading and a chronology, this is the ideal
starting-point for students of African and world
literatures.

Recreates African tribal life before Christianity and
shows how the coming of the white man led to the
breaking up of the old ways.

From one of the greatest writers of the modern era,
an intimate and essential collection of personal
essays on home, identity, and colonialism Chinua
Achebe’s characteristically eloquent and nuanced
voice is everywhere present in these seventeen
beautifully written pieces. From a vivid portrait of
growing up in colonial Nigeria to considerations on
the African-American Diaspora, from a glimpse into
his extraordinary family life and his thoughts on the
potent symbolism of President Obama’s
elections—this charmingly personal, intellectually
disciplined, and steadfastly wise collection is an
indispensable addition to the remarkable Achebe

oeuvre.

One of the BBC's '100 Novels That Shaped Our World" A
Page 2/17



worldwide bestseller and the first part of Achebe's African
Trilogy, Things Fall Apart is the compelling story of one man's
battle to protect his community against the forces of change
Okonkwo is the greatest wrestler and warrior alive, and his
fame spreads throughout West Africa like a bush-fire in the
harmattan. But when he accidentally kills a clansman, things
begin to fall apart. Then Okonkwo returns from exile to find
missionaries and colonial governors have arrived in the
village. With his world thrown radically off-balance he can
only hurtle towards tragedy. First published in 1958, Chinua
Achebe's stark, coolly ironic novel reshaped both African and
world literature, and has sold over ten million copies in forty-
five languages. This arresting parable of a proud but
powerless man witnessing the ruin of his people begins
Achebe's landmark trilogy of works chronicling the fate of one
African community, continued in Arrow of God and No Longer
at Ease. 'His courage and generosity are made manifest in
the work' Toni Morrison 'The writer in whose company the
prison walls fell down' Nelson Mandela 'A great book, that
bespeaks a great, brave, kind, human spirit' John Updike
With an Introduction by Biyi Bandele

Seminar paper from the year 2013 in the subject Literature -
Basics, University of Alexandria (Faculty of Arts (English
Dept.)), language: English, abstract: Throughout History there
has been a desire for main stream white culture to explore
and expand to new areas with many different objectives in
mind. Many were looking for new lands that had untold riches
while others were spreading cultural or religious beliefs in an
attempt to gain support for their beliefs. Sometimes foreign
societies were welcomed because they brought with them
new technologies and ideas to improve the natives' lives. But
it was just as likely that these new ideas would have negative
effects causing many people's lives to change forever. Things
Fall Apart(1958) by Chingéag eA3(/:lr71ebe was a perfect example of



what effect new ideas and technology can have on societies
that have been isolated for generations and have created a
unique culture and society because of this exclusion and
segregation. "The white man is very clever. He came quietly
and peaceably with his religion. We were amused at his
foolishness and allowed him to stay. Now he has won our
brothers, and our clan can no longer act like one. He has put
a knife on the things that held us together and we have fallen
apart." The protagonist's pride was bruised when he went
back to his homeland and found that his tribe had changed
vastly. His people's new beliefs, customs, culture, religion,
and society were foreign to him because they adjusted over
time to the Christians' ways. His world was literally turned
upside-down. The fact is, although some missionaries may
have had an honest intention to bring "salvation" to the Ibo,
British policy in colonizing Africa tends to suggest that the real
reason for introducing Christianity was to make the natives
easier to subvert, all the while giving the operation an air of
legitimacy. The colonists had much to gain from a colonized
Africa, including abundant natural resources and workers to
tend farms an

The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary
on major themes, plots, characters, literary devices, and
historical background. The latest generation of titles in this
series also feature glossaries and visual elements that
complement the classic, familiar format. In CliffsNotes on
Things Fall Apart, you explore the ground-breaking work of
author Chinua Achebe, considered by many to be the most
influential African writer of his generation. The novel, amazing
in its authenticity, leaves behind the stereotypical portrayals
of African life and presents the Igbo culture of Nigeria in all its
remarkable complexity. Chapter summaries and
commentaries take you through Achebe's world, and critical
essays give you insight igggetgle? novel's themes and use of



language. Other features that help you study include
Character analyses of the main characters A character map
that graphically illustrates the relationships among the
characters A section on the life and background of Chinua
Achebe A review section that tests your knowledge A
Resource Center full of books, articles, films, and Internet
sites Classic literature or modern modern-day treasure —
you'll understand it all with expert information and insight from
CliffsNotes study guides.

One of the most provocative and original voices in
contemporary literature, Chinua Achebe here considers the
place of literature and art in our society in a collection of
essays spanning his best writing and lectures from the last
twenty-three years. For Achebe, overcoming goes hand in
hand with eradicating the destructive effects of racism and
injustice in Western society. He reveals the impediments that
still stand in the way of open, equal dialogue between
Africans and Europeans, between blacks and whites, but also
instills us with hope that they will soon be overcome.

Since its publication in 1958, Chinua Achebe's Things Fall
Apart has won global critical and popular acclaim. Offering a
hitherto unlimned picture of a traditional culture, it is both a
moving story of the coming of colonialism and a powerful and
complex political statement on the nature of cross-cultural
encounter. The novel has been immensely influential work as
the progenitor of a whole movement in fiction, drama, and
poetry focusing on the re-evaluation of traditional cultures and
postcolonial tensions. It enjoys a pre-eminent position as a
foundational text of postcolonial studies. This collection,
originating in a conference held in London to celebrate the
fiftieth anniversary of the novel's first publication, opens with a
fascinating, insightful, and wide-ranging interview with
Achebe. The essays that following explore contemporary
critical responses and thlejagg)é;%l's historical and cultural



contexts. Achebe's influence on the latest generation of
Nigerian writers is discussed in essays devoted to
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. Another essay examines the
radical feminist response to the novel in the work of the
francophone Algerian writer Assia Djebar, another the
illustrations accompanying early editions. Teaching strategies
and reader responses to the novel cover Texas, Scotland,
and Australia. One measure of the phenomenal worldwide
success of Things Fall Apart is the fact that it has been
rendered into some forty-five languages; accordingly, further
contributions offer sharp analyses of the German and Polish
translations of the novel. Contributors: Mick Jardine, Dorota
Goluch, Waltraud Kolb, Bernth Lindfors, Russell McDougall,
Malika Rebai Maamri, Michel Naumann, Chika Okeke-Agulu,
Christopher E.W. Ouma, Rashna Batliwala Singh, Andrew
Smith, David Whittaker.

A Study Guide for Chinua Achebe's "Things Fall Apart,”
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students.This
concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For
any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.

REA's MAXnotes for Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart
MAXnotes offer a fresh look at masterpieces of literature,
presented in a lively and interesting fashion. Written by
literary experts who currently teach the subject, MAXnotes
will enhance your understanding and enjoyment of the work.
MAXnotes are designed to stimulate independent thought
about the literary work by raising various issues and thought-
provoking ideas and questions. MAXnotes cover the
essentials of what one should know about each work,
including an overall summary, character lists, an explanation
and discussion of the plolghg'tglglgvork's historical context,



illustrations to convey the mood of the work, and a biography
of the author. Each chapter is individually summarized and
analyzed, and has study questions and answers.

The publication of Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart (1958)
is heralded as the inaugural moment of modern African
fiction, and the book remains the most widely read African
novel of all time. Translated into dozens of languages, it has
sold more than twelve million copies, and has become a
canonical reading in schools the world over. While Things Fall
Apatrt is neither the first African novel to be published in the
West nor necessarily the most critically valued, its iconic
status has surpassed even that of its author. Until now—in the
sixtieth anniversary year of its publication—there has not been
an updated history that moves beyond the book’s commonly
discussed contexts and themes. In the accessible and
concise A Short History of Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall
Apart, Terri Ochiagha provides that history, asking new
guestions and bringing to wider attention unfamiliar but crucial
elements of the Things Fall Apart story. These include new
insights into questions of canonicity and into literary,
historiographical, and precolonial aesthetic influences. She
also assesses adaptations and appropriations not just in films
but in theater, hip-hop, and popular literary genres such as
Onitsha Market Literature.

‘Things Fall Apart' tells the story of Okonkwo, an
important man in the Igbo tribe in the days when white
men were first on the scene. Okonkwo becomes exiled
from his tribe, as a result of his pride and his fears, with
tragic consequences.

Collects essays regarding the topic of colonialism in
Chinua Achebe's "Things Fall Apart,” and includes a
brief biography of the author and his personal

commitment as an African writer.
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The more Chike saw the ferry-boats the more he wanted
to make the trip to Asaba. But where would he get the
money? He did not know. Still, he hoped. Eleven-year-
old Chike longs to cross the Niger River to the city of
Asaba, but he doesn’t have the sixpence he needs to
pay for the ferry ride. With the help of his friend
S.M.0.G., he embarks on a series of adventures to help
him get there. Along the way, he is exposed to a range of
new experiences that are both thrilling and terrifying,
from eating his first skewer of suya under the shade of a
mango tree, to visiting the village magician who promises
to double the money in his pocket. Once he finally makes
it across the river, Chike realizes that life on the other
side is far different from his expectations, and he must
find the courage within him to make it home. Chike and
the River is a magical tale of boundaries, bravery, and
growth, by Chinua Achebe, one of the world’s most
beloved and admired storytellers.

"Okonkwo was one of the greatest men in the village of
Umufia. But then the Europeans came and they changed
Umofia. They destroyed the old life. They destroyed
Okonkwo too. And he was buried like a dog. " -- back
cover.

Offering an insight into African culture that had not been
portrayed before, Things Fall Apart is both a tragic and
moving story of an individual set in the wider context of
the coming of colonialism, as well as a powerful and
complex political statement of cross-cultural encounters.
This guide to Chinua Achebe’s compelling novel offers:
an accessible introduction to the text and contexts of

Things Fall Apart a critical history, surveying the many
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interpretations of the text from publication to the present
a selection of critical writing on Things Fall Apart, by
Abiola Irele, Abdul JanMohamed, Biodun Jeyifo,
Florence Stratton and Ato Quayson, providing a variety
of perspectives on the novel and extending the coverage
of key critical approaches identified in the survey section
cross-references between sections of the guide, in order
to suggest links between texts, contexts and criticism
suggestions for further reading. Part of the Routledge
Guides to Literature series, this volume is essential
reading for all those beginning detailed study of Things
Fall Apart and seeking not only a guide to the novel, but
a way through the wealth of contextual and critical
material that surrounds Achebe’s text.

Obi Okonkwo is an idealistic young man who, thanks to
the privileges of an education in Britain, has now
returned to Nigeria for a job in the civil service. However
in his new role he finds that the way of government
seems to be backhanders and corruption. Obi manages
to resist the bribes that are offered to him, but when he
falls in love with an unsuitable girl - to the disapproval of
his parents - he sinks further into emotional and financial
turmoil. The lure of easy money becomes harder to
refuse, and Obi becomes caught in a trap he cannot
escape. Showing a man lost in cultural limbo, and a
Nigeria entering a new age of disillusionment, No Longer
at Ease concludes Achebe's remarkable trilogy charting
three generations of an African community under the
impact of colonialism, the first two volumes of which are
Things Fall Apart and Arrow of God.

Chinua Achebe is Africa’'s most prominent writer, the
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author of Things Fall Apart, the best known--and best
selling--novel ever to come out of Africa. His fiction and
poetry burn with a passionate commitment to political
justice, bringing to life not only Africa’s troubled
encounters with Europe but also the dark side of
contemporary African political life. Now, in Home and
Exile, Achebe reveals the man behind his powerful work.
Here is an extended exploration of the European impact
on African culture, viewed through the most vivid
experience available to the author--his own life. It is an
extended snapshot of a major writer's childhood,
illuminating his roots as an artist. Achebe discusses his
English education and the relationship between colonial
writers and the European literary tradition. He argues
that if colonial writers try to imitate and, indeed, go one
better than the Empire, they run the danger of
undervaluing their homeland and their own people.
Achebe contends that to redress the inequities of global
oppression, writers must focus on where they come
from, insisting that their value systems are as legitimate
as any other. Stories are a real source of power in the
world, he concludes, and to imitate the literature of
another culture is to give that power away. Home and
Exile is a moving account of an exceptional life. Achebe
reveals the inner workings of the human conscience
through the predicament of Africa and his own
intellectual life. It is a story of the triumph of mind, told in
the words of one of this century's most gifted writers.
With her award-winning debut novel, Purple Hibiscus,
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie was heralded by the

Washington Post Book World as the “21st century
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daughter” of Chinua Achebe. Now, in her masterly,
haunting new novel, she recreates a seminal moment in
modern African history: Biafra’s impassioned struggle to
establish an independent republic in Nigeria during the
1960s. With the effortless grace of a natural storyteller,
Adichie weaves together the lives of five characters
caught up in the extraordinary tumult of the decade.
Fifteen-year-old Ugwu is houseboy to Odenigbo, a
university professor who sends him to school, and in
whose living room Ugwu hears voices full of
revolutionary zeal. Odenigbo’s beautiful mistress,
Olanna, a sociology teacher, is running away from her
parents’ world of wealth and excess; Kainene, her
urbane twin, is taking over their father’s business; and
Kainene’s English lover, Richard, forms a bridge
between their two worlds. As we follow these intertwined
lives through a military coup, the Biafran secession and
the subsequent war, Adichie brilliantly evokes the
promise, and intimately, the devastating disappointments
that marked this time and place. Epic, ambitious and
triumphantly realized, Half of a Yellow Sun is a more
powerful, dramatic and intensely emotional picture of
modern Africa than any we have had before.

Things Fall ApartHeinemann International Incorporated

This book celebrates Chinua Achebe, one of the most
profound and famous African writers of our time, and his
widely read masterpiece, Things Fall Apart. The novel
remains a “must read” literary text for reasons the many
contributors to this book make clear in their astute readings.
Their perspectives offer thought provoking and critically
insightful considerations for scholars of all ages, cultures and

genders.
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Unlock the more straightforward side of Things Fall Apart with
this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This
engaging summary presents an analysis of Things Fall Apart
by Chinua Achebe, which centres on the great warrior and
champion wrestler Okonkwo as he deals with the challenges
resulting from disagreements in his clan, the arrival of white
missionaries in his village and the mounting tension between
tradition and modernity. The engaging narrative provides a
compelling, immersive portrait of Igbo life in Achebe’s native
Nigeria and a thoughtful exploration of the impact of
colonialism and of themes such as masculinity, honour, pride
and disobedience. Chinua Achebe was a Nigerian writer who
sought to use his novels, short stories, essays and poetry to
examine the struggles facing his country and expand popular
conceptions of Africa and its people. He is widely considered
to be the founding father of modern African literature. Find out
everything you need to know about Things Fall Apart in a
fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading
guide brings you: « A complete plot summary « Character
studies ¢ Key themes and symbols ¢ Questions for further
reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in
print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and
concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the
perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no
time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!

SuperSummary, a modern alternative to SparkNotes and
CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study guides for challenging
works of literature. This 50-page guide for "Things Fall Apart"
by Chinua Achebe includes detailed chapter summaries and
analysis covering 25 chapters, as well as several more in-
depth sections of expert-written literary analysis. Featured

content includes commentar){ on major characters, 25
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important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like Proverbs
and Fathers and Sons.

Provides an analysis and critique of "Things Fall Apart,”
discussing the plot, narrative style, themes, literary devices,
and characters, and offers a brief overview of Achebe's other
works.

Esi decides to divorce after enduring yet another morning's
marital rape. Though her friends and family remain baffled by
her decision (after all, he doesn't beat her!), Esi holds fast.
When she falls in love with a married manwealthy, and able to
arrange a polygamous marriagethe modern woman finds
herself trapped in a new set of problems. Witty and
compelling, Aidoo's novel, "inaugurates a new realist style in
African literature.”

Reader's Guides provide a comprehensive starting point for
any advanced student, giving an overview of the context,
criticism and influence of key works. Each guide also offers
students fresh critical insights and provides a practical
introduction to close reading and to analysing literary
language and form. They provide up-to-date, authoritative but
accessible guides to the most commonly studied classic texts.
Chinua Achebe's remarkable novel Things Fall Apart (1958)
is probably the best known African novel and has become
one of the world's most influential literary masterpieces. Since
publication, a total of nearly 12 million copies have been sold,
with translations into more than 50 languages. Despite its
undoubted success, its apparent simplicity has tended to
blind readers to the dazzling storytelling resources and the
inventive language, plot, setting, and characterization which
first draw them to the novel and keep them reading. This is
the ideal guide to the text, setting Things Fall Apart in its
historical, intellectual and cultural contexts, offering analyses
of its themes, style and structure, providing exemplary close
readings, presenting an %Qg'g%ﬂ‘?te account of its critical



reception and examining its afterlife in literature, film and
popular culture. It includes points for discussion, suggestions
for further study and an annotated guide to relevant reading.
A comprehensive study guide offering in-depth explanation,
essay, and test prep for Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart,
regarded as one of literature’s first counter narratives. As a
classic novel written two years before Nigeria’'s
independence, Things Fall Apart showcases a pre-colonized
Nigeria and the transformation of culture after English
colonization. Moreover, Achebe is a colorful and gifted
storyteller, allowing readers to experience a culture they
otherwise might not have the pleasure of knowing. This Bright
Notes Study Guide explores the context and history of
Achebe’s classic work, helping students to thoroughly
explore the reasons it has stood the literary test of time. Each
Bright Notes Study Guide contains: - Introductions to the
Author and the Work - Character Summaries - Plot Guides -
Section and Chapter Overviews - Test Essay and Study
Q&As The Bright Notes Study Guide series offers an in-depth
tour of more than 275 classic works of literature, exploring
characters, critical commentary, historical background, plots,
and themes. This set of study guides encourages readers to
dig deeper in their understanding by including essay
guestions and answers as well as topics for further research.
“A true classic of world literature . . . A masterpiece that
has inspired generations of writers in Nigeria, across
Africa, and around the world.” —Barack Obama “African
literature is incomplete and unthinkable without the
works of Chinua Achebe.” —Toni Morrison Nominated as
one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great
American Read Things Fall Apart is the first of three
novels in Chinua Achebe's critically acclaimed African

Trilogy. It is a classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic
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encounter with Europe as it establishes a colonial
presence on the continent. Told through the fictional
experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo
warrior of Umuofia in the late 1800s, Things Fall Apart
explores one man's futile resistance to the devaluing of
his Igbo traditions by British political andreligious forces
and his despair as his community capitulates to the
powerful new order. With more than 20 million copies
sold and translated into fifty-seven languages, Things
Fall Apart provides one of the most illuminating and
permanent monuments to African experience. Achebe
does not only capture life in a pre-colonial African village,
he conveys the tragedy of the loss of that world while
broadening our understanding of our contemporary
realities.

Essay from the year 2020 in the subject American
Studies - Literature, grade: A, , language: English,
abstract: Despite fateful situations, at the end of the 20th
century postmodernist literature was developed. This
type of literature deals more with the psychology of
characters and also the readers, reflect the bitter reality
of the time and was more characterized by pessimism. If
modernist writers at the end of the day, see a light at the
end of the tunnel, this did not happen with post-
modernist writers. In this essay, | will make an analysis
of the elements of this literature, in one of Chinua
Achebe's most famous works, "Things Fall Apart".
Critical essays on Chinua Achebe's novel, Things fall
apart.

Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject English

Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1.7
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(A-), University of Tubingen (New Philology), language:
English, abstract: [...] Usually when we encounter such a
book we try to solve those problems with the help of
literary strategies and approaches like literary theory,
reading about the author and the epoch, studying of
interpretations of the work , deconstructing the text and
looking at the effects of the text with regard to us
readers. Besides these literary strategies, which lead to
an interpretation of the text, a linguistic analysis of
literary texts helps us either to get a full understanding of
the text or to comprehend why we have problems
understanding the text. However, the linguistic analysis
of literature is not an interpretation; it is more an
explanation of how it means and why it means what it
does. Linguistics demonstrates why a text is interpreted
in this or that way and makes clearer what the underlying
problems in the interpretation are.The main aim of this
essay is to show and explain the linguistic strategies and
mechanisms that enable us to bridge the cultural
differences, to demonstrate how cultural knowledge is
triggered off and to show how it is possible to learn
something about the culture The goal of this essay is to
show that readers can understand the text although they
have no knowledge of the culture at all. In the first part of
this work | will settle the question why it is difficult for us
to understand the culture behind the text and give a brief
account of the problems with which we are confronted in
the process of learning about the culture in the book. In
the second and third passage | will introduce and settle
the theoretical basis of linguistic strategies that help us to

understand the text and to reconcile the cultural
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contrasts. The following part will show the practical
application of the linguistic strategies with examples of
Achebe’s Things Fall Apart.

The contemporary African writer's classic novel depicting
the destruction of traditional tribal life by the white man
From the legendary author of Things Fall Apart—a long-
awaited memoir of coming of age in a fragile new nation,
and its destruction in a tragic civil war For more than
forty years, Chinua Achebe maintained a considered
silence on the events of the Nigerian civil war, also
known as the Biafran War, of 1967-1970, addressing
them only obliquely through his poetry. Decades in the
making, There Was a Country is a towering account of
one of modern Africa’s most disastrous events, from a
writer whose words and courage left an enduring stamp
on world literature. A marriage of history and memoir,
vivid firsthand observation and decades of research and
reflection, There Was a Country is a work whose wisdom
and compassion remind us of Chinua Achebe’s place as
one of the great literary and moral voices of our age.
Copyright: 455452857118bda78ffa6db6ac85f708
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