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Themes of Contemporary Art: Visual Art after 1980 (Fourth Edition) is a unique
introduction to eight important themes that have recurred in art over the past few
decades-identity, the body, time, memory, place, language, science, and spirituality.
Jean Robertson and Craig McDaniel provide anintriguing and accessible guide that will
stimulate students, gallery goers, and other readers to think actively and critically about
visual art from 1980 to the present. The opening chapter provides a concise overview of
the period, analyzing how key changes (the rise of digital media, a growingawareness
of globalization, the influence of theory, the use of the Internet, and interactions with
everyday culture) have resulted in an art world with dramatically expanded boundaries.
Each of the remaining eight chapters features an introduction to one theme; a brief look
at historical precedentsand influences; a detailed analysis of how contemporary artists
have responded to and embodied aspects of the theme in specific works; and two in-
depth and fascinating profiles of artists who have extensively explored aspects of the
theme in his or her work.Generously illustrated in full color, Themes of Contemporary
Art: Visual Art after 1980 (Fourth Edition) covers an international array of artists working
with an immense variety of materials, techniques, subjects, and forms. A timeline that
situates contemporary art in the context of major events inworld history, art, and
popular culture enhances the engaging, readable text.
Introduction to Art: Design, Context, and Meaning offers a comprehensive introduction
to the world of Art. Authored by four USG faculty members with advance degrees in the
arts, this textbooks offers up-to-date original scholarship. It includes over 400 high-
quality images illustrating the history of art, its technical applications, and its many
uses. Combining the best elements of both a traditional textbook and a reader, it
introduces such issues in art as its meaning and purpose; its meaning and purpose; its
structure, material, and form; and its diverse effects on our lives. Its digital nature allows
students to follow links to applicable sources and videos, expanding the students'
educational experiences beyond the textbook. Introduction to Art: Design, Context, and
Meaning provides a new and free alternative to traditional textbooks, making it an
invaluable resource in our modern age of technology and advancement.
Insightful and interdisciplinary, this book considers the movement of people around the
world and how contemporary artists contribute to our understanding of it In this timely
volume, artists and thinkers join in conversation around the topic of global migration,
examining both its cultural impact and the culture of migration itself. Individual voices
shed light on the societal transformations related to migration and its representation in
21st-century art, offering diverse points of entry into this massive phenomenon and its
many manifestations. The featured artworks range from painting, sculpture, and
photography to installation, video, and sound art, and their makers--including Isaac
Julien, Richard Mosse, Reena Saini Kallat, Yinka Shonibare MBE, and Do Ho Suh,
among many others--hail from around the world. Texts by experts in political science,
Latin American studies, and human rights, as well as contemporary art, expand upon
the political, economic, and social contexts of migration and its representation. The
book also includes three conversations in which artists discuss the complexity of
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making work about migration. Amid worldwide tensions surrounding refugee crises and
border security, this publication provides a nuanced interpretation of the current cultural
moment. Intertwining themes of memory, home, activism, and more, When Home Won't
Let You Stay meditates on how art both shapes and is shaped by the public discourse
on migration.
This anthology investigates the turn in art not only towards archives and histories, the
relics of modernities past, but toward the phenomena, in themselves, of haunting and
the activation of memory. It looks at a wide array of artistic relationships to memory
association, repetition and reappearance, as well as forms of active forgetting. Its
discussions encompass artworks from the late 1940s onward, ranging from
reperformances such as Marina Abramovic's Seven Easy Pieces (embodied
resurrections of decades-removed performance pieces by her contemporaries) to the
inanimate trace of memory Robert Morris assigns to his free-form felt pieces, which
forget in their present configurations their previous slides and falls.
02 In this fourth volume of the Art of the Twentieth Century series, the contributors
address a fascinating variety of themes relating to art from the 1960s to the end of the
century—the period of “postmodernism.”The first of the book’s seven chapters deals
with the emergence in the 1960s of what has been called an “expanded field” for art
activity. Other chapters discuss the consequences of Conceptual art for notions of the
aesthetic; the Post-Conceptual practice of painting; practices of Post-Conceptual
photography; video, performance, and installation art; and women’s practice and the
question of gendered and nongendered objects. The final chapter explores the
globalization of art at the end of the twentieth century. Full color illustrations are
featured throughout the volume. Gill Perry is senior lecturer in art history, The Open
University. Paul Wood is senior lecturer in art history, The Open University. In this
fourth volume of the Art of the Twentieth Century series, the contributors address a
fascinating variety of themes relating to art from the 1960s to the end of the century—the
period of “postmodernism.”The first of the book’s seven chapters deals with the
emergence in the 1960s of what has been called an “expanded field” for art activity.
Other chapters discuss the consequences of Conceptual art for notions of the aesthetic;
the Post-Conceptual practice of painting; practices of Post-Conceptual photography;
video, performance, and installation art; and women’s practice and the question of
gendered and nongendered objects. The final chapter explores the globalization of art
at the end of the twentieth century. Full color illustrations are featured throughout the
volume. Gill Perry is senior lecturer in art history, The Open University. Paul Wood is
senior lecturer in art history, The Open University.
A visual feast of eclectic artwork informed and inspired by spiritual beliefs, magical
techniques, mythology and otherworldly experiences. Mystical beliefs and practices
have existed for millennia, but why do we still chase the esoteric? From the beginning
of human creativity itself, image-makers have been drawn to these unknown spheres
and have created curious artworks that transcend time and place – but what is it that
attracts artists to these magical realms? From theosophy and kabbalah, to the zodiac
and alchemy; spiritualism and ceremonial magic, to the elements and sacred geometry
– The Art of the Occult introduces major occult themes and showcases the artists who
have been influenced and led by them. Discover the symbolic and mythical images of
the Pre-Raphaelites; the automatic drawing of Hilma af Klint and Madge Gill; Leonora
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Carrington's surrealist interpretation of myth, alchemy and kabbalah; and much more.
Featuring prominent, marginalised and little-known artists, The Art of the Occult crosses
mystical spheres in a bid to inspire and delight. Divided into thematic chapters (The
Cosmos, Higher Beings, Practitioners), the book acts as an entertaining introduction to
the art of mysticism – with essays examining each practice and over 175 artworks to
discover. The art of the occult has always existed in the margins but inspired the
masses, and this book will spark curiosity in all fans of magic, mysticism and the
mysterious.
Horizon of the Unseen is a compilation of quotes taken from the eternal and universal
truths that exist in all of the world's spiritual traditions. The twelve themes are
interpreted visually by the author, each page containing full colour reproductions. This
book grew out of a series of guided meditations run within a counselling centre. The
thematic mood of each meditation was then used as inspiration for painting. The
artwork describes a meditative space and therefore works in parallel to the text. The
diversity of themes result in a spectrum of approaches ranging from figurative to
abstract or conceptual. They are drawn together by the metaphors contained within the
quotes, that relate the signs and attributes of the physical world back to the One
unknowable Essence. We live in an age of extremes. On one hand we see the
disintegration of society reflected in much contemporary art. Out of these growing
pains, however, a new holistic paradigm is emerging. Artist in Sanskrit means one who
sees things fitting together. By redefining the importance of spirituality to visual art this
book strives to demonstrate this obvious but often overlooked purpose of art.The format
is simple and accessible but also contains deeper layers of underlying meaning.
Horizon of the Unseen is therefore suitable as a gift book, as an aid for meditation or as
a source of creative inspiration.
Enth. u. a.: S. 74: Concrete art (1936-49) / Max Bill. - S. 74-77: The mathematical approach in
contemporary art (1949) / Max Bill. - S. 301-304: Dieter Roth.
This reader, a companion to The Open University's four-volume Art of the Twentieth Century
series, offers a variety of writings by art historians and art theorists. The writings were originally
published as freestanding essays or chapters in books, and they reflect the diversity of art
historical interpretations and theoretical approaches to twentieth-century art. Accessible to the
general reader, this book may be read independently or to supplement the materials explored
in the four course texts. The volume includes a general introduction as well as a brief
introduction to each piece, outlining its origin and relevance.
Despite their commercial appeal and cross-media reach, superheroes are only recently starting
to attract sustained scholarly attention. This groundbreaking collection brings together essays
and book excerpts by major writers on comics and popular culture. While superhero comics
are a distinct and sometimes disdained branch of comics creation, they are integral to the
development of the North American comic book and the history of the medium. For the past
half-century they have also been the one overwhelmingly dominant market genre. The sheer
volume of superhero comics that have been published over the years is staggering. Major
superhero universes constitute one of the most expansive storytelling canvases ever
fashioned. Moreover, characters inhabiting these fictional universes are immensely influential,
having achieved iconic recognition around the globe. Their images and adventures have
shaped many other media, such as film, videogames, and even prose fiction. The primary aim
of this reader is twofold: first, to collect in a single volume a sampling of the most sophisticated
commentary on superheroes, and second, to bring into sharper focus the ways in which
superheroes connect with larger social, cultural, literary, aesthetic, and historical themes that
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are of interest to a great many readers both in the academy and beyond.
By paying tribute to matter, materiality, and materialization, the examples of contemporary art
assembled in What’s Next? Eco Materialism and Contemporary Art challenge the social,
cultural, and ethical norms that prevailed in the twentieth century. This significant frontier of
contemporary culture is identified as ‘Eco Materialism’ because it affirms the emergent
philosophy of Neo Materialism and attends to the pragmatic urgency of environmentalism. In
this highly original book, Linda Weintraub surveys the work of forty international artists who
present materiality as a strategy to convert society’s environmental neglect into responsible
stewardship. These bold art initiatives, enriched by their associations with philosophy, ecology,
and cultural critique, bear the hallmark of a significant new art movement. This accessible text,
augmented with visuals, charts, and questionnaires, invites students and a wider readership to
engage in this timely arena of contemporary art.
“… a diverse and stimulating group of essays that together represents a significant contribution
to thinking about the nascent field of contemporary Asian art studies … Contemporary Asian Art
and Exhibitions: Connectivities and World-making … brings together essays by significant
academics, curators and artist working in Australia, Asia and the United Kingdom that reflect
on contemporary art in the Asia-Pacific region, and Australia’s cultural interconnections with
Asia. It will be a welcome addition to the body of literature related to these emergent areas of
art historical study. ” — Dr Claire Roberts, Senior Lecturer in Art History, University of Adelaide
This volume draws together essays by leading art experts observing the dramatic
developments in Asian art and exhibitions in the last two decades. The authors explore new
regional and global connections and new ways of understanding contemporary Asian art in the
twenty-first century. The essays coalesce around four key themes: world-making; intra-Asian
regional connections; art’s affective capacity in cross-cultural engagement; and Australia’s
cultural connections with Asia. In exploring these themes, the essays adopt a diversity of
approaches and encompass art history, art theory, visual culture and museum studies, as well
as curatorial and artistic practice. With introductory and concluding essays by editors Michelle
Antoinette and Caroline Turner this volume features contributions from key writers on the
region and on contemporary art: Patrick D Flores, John Clark, Chaitanya Sambrani, Pat Hoffie,
Charles Merewether, Marsha Meskimmon, Francis Maravillas, Oscar Ho, Alison Carroll and
Jacqueline Lo. Richly illustrated with artworks by leading contemporary Asian artists,
Contemporary Asian Art and Exhibitions: Connectivities and World-making will be essential
reading for those interested in recent developments in contemporary Asian art, including
students and scholars of art history, Asian studies, museum studies, visual and cultural
studies.
Conceptual art marks a major turning point in late twentieth-century art. An art of ideas - which
can be written, published, performed, fabricated, or which can simply remain inside your head -
it is also an art of questions. Since its emergence in the mid 1960s, it has challenged our
precepts about not only art but society, politics and the media. An international movement,
Conceptual art encompasses not only North America and Western Europe but also South
America, Eastern Europe, Russia, China and Japan. Its legacy is global, ranging from small
local participatory projects to large-scale installations at major museums and biennales. This
comprehensive volume combines in one book an authoritative Survey essay by philosopher
and art historian Peter Osborne, tracing Conceptual art's origins in Europe, Japan and the
USA, its development throughout the 1960s and 1970s and its legacy in contemporary art; a
Works section documenting the key works, divided usefully into six distinctive types of
Conceptual art; and a Documents section including texts by philosophers and writers who
crucially influenced the movement, alongside key original texts by artists, critics and art
historians.
Why is that art? Why is it in an art museum? Who says it's art? Why is it good? Author Terry
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Barrett addresses these questions about contemporary art using four key sources: a broad,
diverse, and engaging sampling of works, the artists who created the works, philosophers of
art, and art critics.Why Is That Art?introduces students to established theories of art through
the presentation of contemporary works that include abstract and representational painting,
monumental sculpture, performance art, video installations, films, and photographs. Ideal for
courses in aesthetics, art theory, art criticism, and the philosophy of art, this unique book
provides students with a newfound appreciation for contemporary art, scholarship, and
reasoned argumentation. FEATURES * Explores a variety of established theories of
art,including Realism, Expressionism, Cognitivism, Formalism, and Postmodernist Pluralism *
Applies each theory to contemporary works of art,discussing strengths and limitations of each
mode of interpretation * Brings abstract ideas together in an accessible waythrough extended
examples, giving students the understanding and vocabulary to confidently enter critical
dialogue about art * Includes Questions for Further Reflectionat the end of each chapter *
Includes seventy illustrations,twenty-five of which are in full color NEW TO THIS EDITION *
Includes a new glossary of key terms * Expands the treatment of postmodernism,incorporating
strategies of postmodernist art-making * Provides updated discussions of artistsJeff Koons,
Kiki Smith, Paul McCarthy, and Andy Goldsworthy, as well as images of their new works
Examines how contemporary artworks can affect our psychology, producing immersive
experiences.
History as Art, Art as History pioneers methods for using contemporary works of
art in the social studies and art classroom to enhance an understanding of visual
culture and history. The fully-illustrated interdisciplinary teaching toolkit provides
an invaluable pedagogical resource—complete with theoretical background and
practical suggestions for teaching U.S. history topics through close readings of
both primary sources and provocative works of contemporary art. History as Art,
Art as History is an experientially grounded, practically minded pedagogical
investigation meant to push teachers and students to think critically without
sacrificing their ability to succeed in a standards-driven educational climate. Amid
the educational debate surrounding rigid, unimaginative tests, classroom scripts,
and bureaucratic mandates, this innovative book insists on an alternate set of
educational priorities that promotes engagement with creative and critical
thinking. Features include: A thought-provoking series of framing essays and
interviews with contemporary artists address the pivotal questions that arise
when one attempts to think about history and contemporary visual art together.
An 8-page, full color insert of contemporary art, plus over 50 black and white
illustrations throughout. A Teaching Toolkit covering major themes in U.S. history
provides an archive of suggested primary documents, plus discussion
suggestions and activities for putting theory into practice. Teaching activities
keyed to the social studies and art curricula and teaching standards Resources
include annotated bibliographies for further study and lists of arts and media
organizations. This sophisticated yet accessible textbook is a must-read resource
for any teacher looking to draw upon visual and historical texts in their teaching
and to develop innovative curriculum and meaningful student engagement.
An updated new edition of Ted Gioia's acclaimed compendium of jazz standards,
featuring 15 additional selections, hundreds of additional recommended tracks,
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and enhancements and additions on almost every page. Since the first edition of
The Jazz Standards was published in 2012, author Ted Gioia has received
almost non-stop feedback and suggestions from the passionate global
community of jazz enthusiasts and performers requesting crucial additions and
corrections to the book. In this second edition, Gioia expands the scope of the
book to include more songs, and features new recordings by rising contemporary
artists. The Jazz Standards is an essential comprehensive guide to some of the
most important jazz compositions, telling the story of more than 250 key jazz
songs and providing a listening guide to more than 2,000 recordings. The fan
who wants to know more about a tune heard at the club or on the radio will find
this book indispensable. Musicians who play these songs night after night will find
it to be a handy guide, as it outlines the standards' history and significance and
tells how they have been performed by different generations of jazz artists.
Students learning about jazz standards will find it to be a go-to reference work for
these cornerstones of the repertoire. This book is a unique resource, a browser's
companion, and an invaluable introduction to the art form.
Why is that art? Why is it in an art museum? Who says it's art? Why is it good?
Why Is That Art?, Third Edition, introduces students to theories of art through the
presentation of contemporary works that include abstract and representational
painting, animated film, monumental sculpture, performance art, photographs,
relational art, and video installations. Ideal for courses in aesthetics, art theory,
art criticism, and the philosophy of art, this unique book provides students with a
newfound appreciation for contemporary art, scholarship, and reasoned
argumentation.
"Themes of Contemporary Art: Visual Art after 1980 offers students and readers
an introduction to recent art"--
"Chapter 1 presents a broad introduction to important developments in art and to
ideas and events that influenced art in the period from 1980 through 2011. It
introduces ideas that apply to all the themes discussed in subsequent chapters.
Chapters 2 through 9 delve into the themes themselves, one theme to each
chapter in the following order: identity, the body, time, memory, place, language,
science, and spirituality. Chapters 2 through 9 follow a similar format. An
introduction situates the theme within a broad social and cultural matrix, a brief
historical overview discusses artistic approaches to the theme and related
concepts in earlier eras, recent artists' treatments of the theme are evaluated in
terms of key theories and strategies of art production, and the theme is examined
in terms of subcategories that have received critical attention in contemporary
exhibitions and publications. Following an in-depth discussion of the theme, each
chapter provides two profiles of individual artists. Each profile presents a concise
examination of the ideas and approaches of an artist who has devoted a
substantial portion of his or her creative energies to exploring aspects of the
theme under discussion"--
Art Since the ’80s, a new series from Reaktion Books, seeks to offer compelling
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surveys of popular themes in contemporary art. In the first book in the series, Gill
Perry reveals how the house and the idea of home have inspired a range of
imaginative and playful works by artists across the globe. Exploring how artists
have engaged with this theme in different contexts—from mobile homes and
beach houses to haunted houses and broken homes—Playing at Home shows
that our relationship with houses involves complex responses in which gender,
race, class, and status overlap, and that through these relationships we turn a
house into a home. Perry looks at the works of numerous artists, including
Tracey Emin, Rachel Whiteread, Michael Landy, Mike Kelley, and Peter Garfield,
as well as the work of artists who travel across continents and see home as a
shifting notion, such as Do-Ho-Suh and Song Dong. She also engages with the
work of philosophers and cultural theorists from Walter Benjamin and Gaston
Bachelard to Johan Huizinga and Henri Lefebvre, who inform our understanding
of living and dwelling. Ultimately, she argues that irony, parody, and play are
equally important in our interpretations of these works on the home. With over
one hundred images, Playing at Home covers a wide range of art and media in a
fascinating look at why there’s no place like home.
This important new book examines contemporary art while foregrounding the key
role feminism has played in enabling current modes of artmaking, spectatorship
and theoretical discourse. Contemporary Art and Feminism carefully outlines the
links between feminist theory and practice of the past four decades of
contemporary art and offers a radical re-reading of the contemporary movement.
Rather than focus on filling in the gaps of accepted histories by ‘adding’ the
‘missing’ female, queer, First Nations and women artists of colour, the authors
seek to revise broader understandings of contemporary practice by providing
case studies contextualised in a robust art historical and theoretical basis.
Readers are encouraged to see where art ideas come from and evaluate past
and present art strategies. What strategies, materials or tropes are less relevant
in today’s networked, event-driven art economies? What strategies and themes
should we keep hold of, or develop in new ways? This is a significant and
innovative intervention that is ideal for students in courses on contemporary art
within fine arts, visual studies, history of art, gender studies and queer studies.
A first encounter with art is like meeting a stranger: it opens you to new ideas,
people, places and parts of yourself. In Art inSight: Understanding Art and Why It
Matters, Fanchon Silberstein delves into the first known art and explores what it
can reveal about how its makers saw the world and how contemporary artists can
help us to see our own. The result is equal parts an ode to the joy of artful
engagement, a how-to for anyone interested in understanding art and culture,
and a journey around the world from prehistory to the present day. Readers
confront strangeness through observation, description, and conversation, and are
given the skills to understand cross-cultural divisions and perceive diverse ways
of interpreting the world. Organised by ideas rather than history, chronology or
cultures, the book presents dialogues, imagining interactions between paintings
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created centuries apart and describing discussions among students learning the
role of art in conflict resolution. By emphasising the relationship between viewer
and image, Art inSight urges readers to discover meaning in their own ways and
offers questions that lead them into profound connections with works of art and
the cultures behind them.
This work discusses the art of the middle third of the twentieth century. It consists of a
short general introduction and four parts, each concentrating on a key aspect of the art
of the period.
The ticking clock and the draining hourglass are universal symbols of time, but artists
possess their own varied and unique vocabularies to tackle Time. In TICK-TOCK, they
look at Time's impact through a range of media and find meaning in the tools that chart
Time-clocks, calendars, sundials, hourglasses, digital timekeepers, and time-elapsed
video. In their skilled hands these everyday working devices can rise to the level of
poetry.
"What’s going on in this picture?" With this one question and a carefully chosen work of
art, teachers can start their students down a path toward deeper learning and other
skills now encouraged by the Common Core State Standards. The Visual Thinking
Strategies (VTS) teaching method has been successfully implemented in schools,
districts, and cultural institutions nationwide, including bilingual schools in California,
West Orange Public Schools in New Jersey, and the San Francisco Museum of Modern
Art. It provides for open-ended yet highly structured discussions of visual art, and
significantly increases students’ critical thinking, language, and literacy skills along the
way. Philip Yenawine, former education director of New York’s Museum of Modern Art
and cocreator of the VTS curriculum, writes engagingly about his years of experience
with elementary school students in the classroom. He reveals how VTS was developed
and demonstrates how teachers are using art—as well as poems, primary documents,
and other visual artifacts—to increase a variety of skills, including writing, listening, and
speaking, across a range of subjects. The book shows how VTS can be easily and
effectively integrated into elementary classroom lessons in just ten hours of a school
year to create learner-centered environments where students at all levels are involved
in rich, absorbing discussions.
This multidisciplinary companion offers a comprehensive overview of the global arena
of public art. It is organised around four distinct topics: activation, social justice, memory
and identity, and ecology, with a final chapter mapping significant works of public and
social practice art around the world between 2008 and 2018. The thematic approach
brings into view similarities and differences in the recent globalisation of public art
practices, while the multidisciplinary emphasis allows for a consideration of the complex
outcomes and consequences of such practices, as they engage different disciplines
and communities and affect a diversity of audiences beyond the existing 'art world'. The
book will highlight an international selection of artist projects that illustrate the themes.
This book will be of interest to scholars in contemporary art, art history, urban studies,
and museum studies.
Contemporary art can be baffling and beautiful, provocative and disturbing. This
pioneering book presents a new look at the controversial period between 1945 and
2015, when art and its traditional forms were called into question. It focuses on the
relationship between American and European art, and challenges previously held views
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about the origins of some of the most innovative ideas in art of this time. Major artists
such as Jackson Pollock, Robert Rauschenberg, Andy Warhol, Joseph Beuys, Gerhard
Richter, Louise Bourgeois, Cindy Sherman, Jeff Koons, and Shiran Neshat are all
discussed, as is the art world of the last fifty years. Important trends are also covered
including Abstract Expressionism, Pop Art, Minimalism, Conceptualism,
Postmodernism, and Performance Art. This revised and updated second edition
includes a new chapter exploring art since 2000 and how globalization has caused
shifts in the art world, an updated Bibliography, and 16 new, colour illustrations.
An essential handbook for students and professionals on writing eloquently, accurately,
and originally about contemporary art How to Write About Contemporary Art is the
definitive guide to writing engagingly about the art of our time. Invaluable for students,
arts professionals and other aspiring writers, the book first navigates readers through
the key elements of style and content, from the aims and structure of a piece to its tone
and language. Brimming with practical tips that range across the complete spectrum of
art-writing, the second part of the book is organized around its specific forms, including
academic essays; press releases and news articles; texts for auction and exhibition
catalogues, gallery guides and wall labels; op-ed journalism and exhibition reviews; and
writing for websites and blogs. In counseling the reader against common pitfalls—such
as jargon and poor structure—Gilda Williams points instead to the power of close looking
and research, showing how to deploy language effectively; how to develop new ideas;
and how to construct compelling texts. More than 30 illustrations throughout support
closely analysed case studies of the best writing, in Source Texts by 64 authors,
including Claire Bishop, Thomas Crow, T.J. Demos, Okwui Enwezor, Dave Hickey,
John Kelsey, Chris Kraus, Rosalind Krauss, Stuart Morgan, Hito Steyerl, and Adam
Szymczyk. Supplemented by a general bibliography, advice on the use and misuse of
grammar, and tips on how to construct your own contemporary art library, How to Write
About Contemporary Art is the essential handbook for all those interested in
communicating about the art of today.
Since it first appeared in 1968, History of Modern Art has emphasized the unique formal
properties of artworks, and the book has long been recognized for the acuity of its
visual analysis.
This practical resource will help educators teach about current art and integrate its
philosophy and methods into the K-12 classroom. The authors provide a framework that
looks at art through the lens of nine themes--everyday life, work, power, earth, space
and place, self and others, change and time, inheritance, and visual
culture--highlighting the conceptual aspects of art and connecting disparate forms of
expression. They also provide guidelines and examples for how to use contemporary
art to change the dynamics of a classroom, apply inventive non-linear lenses to topics,
broaden and update the art "canon," and spur creative and critical thinking. Young
people will find the selected artwork accessible and relevant to their lives, diverse and
expansive, probing, serious and funny. Challenging conventional notions of what should
be considered art and how it should be created, this book offers a sampling of what is
out there to inspire educators and students to explore the limitless world of new art.
Book Features: Indicators and lenses that make contemporary art more familiar,
accessible, understandable, and useable for teachers. Easy-to-reference descriptions
and images from a variety of contemporary artists. Strategies for integrating art thinking
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across the curriculum. Suggestions to help teachers find contemporary art to fit their
curriculum and school settings. Concrete examples of art-based projects from both art
and general classrooms. Guidance for developing curriculum, including how to create
guiding questions to spur student thinking.
Carnal Knowledge is an outcome of the renewed energy and interest in moving beyond
the discursive construction of reality to understand the relationship between what is
conceived of as reality and materiality, described as the 'material turn'. It draws together
established and emerging writers, whose research spans dance, music, film, fashion,
design, photography, literature, painting and stereo-immersive VR, to demonstrate how
art allows us to map the complex relations between nature and culture, between the
body, language and knowledge. These writings are unique in the field because they
represent the authors' commitment to a new materialism through the creative arts. The
questions they address include: Does the material turn in the creative arts take a
different turn from continental epistemology, philosophy and the humanities? How does
the agency of matter, the material nature of artistic practice and the notion of 'truth to
materials' affect what we understand as the 'new materialism'? In engaging with these
questions the book offers perspectives on the emergence of this exciting fresh field of
new materialism.
Grayson Perry’s book will overturn everything you thought you knew about “art” Now
Grayson Perry is a fully paid-up member of the art establishment, he wants to show that
any of us can appreciate art (after all, there is a reason he’s called this book Playing to
the Gallery and not Sucking Up to the Academic Elite). This funny, personal journey
through the art world answers the basic questions that might occur to us in an art
gallery but that we’re too embarrassed to ask. Questions such as: What is “good” or
“bad” art—and does it even matter? Is art still capable of shocking us or have we seen it
all before? And what happens if you place a piece of art in a rubbish dump?
The avant-garde movements of Dada and Surrealism continue to have a huge influence
on cultural practice, especially in contemporary art, with its obsession with sexuality,
fetishism, and shock tactics. In this new treatment of the subject, Hopkins focuses on
the many debates surrounding these movements: the Marquis de Sade's Surrealist
deification, issues of quality (How good is Dali?), the idea of the 'readymade', attitudes
towards the city, the impact of Freud, attitudes to women, fetishism, and primitivism.
The international nature of these movements is examined, covering the cities of Zurich,
New York, Berlin, Cologne, Barcelona, Paris, London, and recenlty discovered
examples in Eastern Europe. Hopkins explores the huge range of media employed by
both Dada and Surrealism (collage, painting, found objects, performance art,
photography, film) , whilst at the same time establishing the aesthetic differences
between the movements. He also examines the Dadaist obsession with the body-as-
mechanism in relation to the Surrealists' return to the fetishized/eroticized body.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
A compact and accessible introduction to recent contemporary art history, Themes of
Contemporary Art: Visual Art after 1980, Second Edition, focuses on seven important
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themes that have recurred in art over the past few decades: identity, the body, time,
place, language, science, and spirituality. The opening chapter provides a concise
overview of the period, analyzing how five key changes (the rise of new media, a
growing awareness of diversity, globalization, the influence of theory, and interactions
with everyday visual culture) have resulted in an art world with dramatically expanded
boundaries. The remaining seven chapters each feature an introduction to one thematic
topic; a brief look at historical influences; a detailed analysis of how contemporary
artists have responded to and embodied aspects of the theme in specific works; and
two profiles of artists who have extensively explored aspects of the theme in their work.
The book's thematic organization encourages students, gallery goers, and other
readers to think actively and critically about the ideas expressed in the artwork instead
of simply memorizing "who, what, when, and where." Themes of Contemporary Art,
Second Edition, features more than 125 vivid illustrations (including 21 in color) that
exemplify a wide variety of materials, techniques, theoretical viewpoints, and stylistic
approaches from artists of diverse ethnic, cultural, and geographic backgrounds. It also
includes an updated timeline that situates art within the context of the time it was
created. New to the Second Edition *An additional chapter explores science as a theme
in recent contemporary art *Eight new artist profiles and revisions to existing chapters
bring the examples well into the 21st century *An updated timeline of world events and
developments in art and pop culture *Over 40 new illustrations of contemporary art
Contemporary Art: World Currents argues that, in recent decades, a worldwide shift
from modern to contemporary art has occurred. This has not, however, been a uniform
change from one phase or style in the history of art to another. Rather, artists
everywhere have embraced the contemporary worlds diversity and complexity. The
book is a genuinely worldwide survey of art from the 1960s to the present, which
emphasizes its relationships to all aspects of contemporary experiencewhat the author
calls arts contemporaneity. Examining the changes as they occurred, Terry Smith offers
the first historical account of the developments that constitute the key currents in world
contemporary art. Artists well known in the cultural centres of Europe and the US, and
those prominent on the biennale circuit, are placed within the art scenes from which
they came. The work of artists whose reputations are primarily local is fully
acknowledged. Ranging across Asia, East and Central Europe, the Americas and the
Caribbean, Oceania and Africa, and drawing upon local histories and research, this
book breaks new ground in tracing how modern, traditional and indigenous art became
contemporary in each cultural region of the world. Taking a comparative perspective, it
relates these developments to worldwide changes in art and culture, highlighting the
main concerns of contemporary artists today. Diversitythe contemporaneity of
differencenot a convergence towards sameness, Smith argues, is what makes todays
art contemporary.
Part of the acclaimed series of anthologies which document major themes and ideas in
contemporary art. A timely collection of texts, interviews and documentation reflecting
the complex interrelationship between the urban, the rural and contemporary cultural
production. What, and where, is 'the Rural'? From the rocks that break a farmer's
plough on a field in Japan, to digital infrastructures which organise geographically
dispersed interests and ambitions, vast parts of our lives are still connected and
dependent on resources, production and infrastructures located within rural
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geographies, and the rural remains a shared and common cultural space. This
anthology offers an urgent and diverse cross-section of rural art, thinking and practice,
and considers how artists respond to the socio-economic divides between the rural and
the urban, from re-imagined farming practices and food systems to architecture,
community projects and transnational local networks. Edited by three artists who have
been working within rural situations and communities for the last twenty years, this
anthology is formed as a document, tool and navigation device for future artistic
practice, where 'the Rural' is filtered through a lens sharpened by an audiencebased
model of art which practices from within the culture it addresses. Artists, practitioners
and organisations surveyed include Lina Bo Bardi, Futurefarmers, Fernando García-
Dory, Grizedale Arts, Hagiwara Farm, Sigrid Holmwood, Freeyad Ibrahim, Brian
Jungen, Renzo Martens, M12 Group, Hélio Oiticica, Robert Smithson, Bedwyr Williams.
Writers include Kenneth Anders, Homi K. Bhabha, Ivan Illich, Julia Kristeva, Henri
Lefebvre, Maria Lind, Marco Marcon, Georgy Nikich, Vandana Shiva, Paul O'Neill,
Doina Petrescu, Natalie Robertson, David Teh, Reinhardt Vanhoe, Colin Ward.
Instant New York Times Bestseller "Inspiration leaps off the pages from Jerry Saltz's
new book on creativity. . . . This book is for the artist or non-artist, for the person who
gets plain English, for the person who understands that practical talk can coax out the
mystical messages that lie underneath." —Steve Martin Art has the power to change our
lives. For many, becoming an artist is a lifelong dream. But how to make it happen? In
How to Be an Artist, Jerry Saltz, one of the art world’s most celebrated and passionate
voices, offers an indispensable handbook for creative people of all kinds. From the first
sparks of inspiration—and how to pursue them without giving in to self-doubt—Saltz
offers invaluable insight into what really matters to emerging artists: originality,
persistence, a balance between knowledge and intuition, and that most precious of
qualities, self-belief. Brimming with rules, prompts, and practical tips, How to Be an
Artist gives artists new ways to break through creative blocks, get the most from
materials, navigate career challenges, and above all find joy in the work. Teeming with
full-color artwork from visionaries ancient and modern, this beautiful and useful book
will help artists of all kinds—painters, photographers, writers, performers—realize their
dreams.
This is the first book of its kind to feature interdisciplinary art history and disability
studies scholarship. Art historians have traditionally written about images of figures with
impairments and artworks by disabled artists, without integrating disability studies
scholarship, while many disability studies scholars discuss works of art, but do not
necessarily incorporate art historical research and methodology. The chapters in this
volume emphasize a shift away from the medical model of disability that is often
scrutinized in art history by considering the social model and representations of
disabled figures from a range of styles and periods, mostly from the twentieth century.
Topics addressed include visible versus invisible impairments; scientific,
anthropological, and vernacular images of disability; and the theories and implications
of looking/staring versus gazing. They also explore ways in which art responds to,
envisions, and at times stereotypes and pathologizes disability. The insights offered in
this book contextualize understanding of disability historically, as well as in terms of
medicine, literature, and visual culture.
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