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The Worlds Religions Our Great Wisdom Traditions
Huston Smith
This classic companion to The World's Religions articulates the remarkable unity
that underlies the world's religious traditions
A NEW EDITION UPDATED IN 2020 • Why is it so hard to say "I made a
mistake" — and really believe it? When we make mistakes, cling to outdated
attitudes, or mistreat other people, we must calm the cognitive dissonance that
jars our feelings of self-worth. And so, unconsciously, we create fictions that
absolve us of responsibility, restoring our belief that we are smart, moral, and
right—a belief that often keeps us on a course that is dumb, immoral, and wrong.
Backed by decades of research, Mistakes Were Made (But Not by Me) offers a
fascinating explanation of self-justification—how it works, the damage it can
cause, and how we can overcome it. Extensively updated, this third edition has
many recent and revealing examples, including the application of dissonance
theory to divisive social issues such as the Black Lives Matter movement and he
said/she said claims. It also features a new chapter that illuminates how cognitive
dissonance is playing a role in the currently polarized political scene, changing
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the nation’s values and putting democracy itself at risk. “Every page sparkles
with sharp insight and keen observation. Mistakes were made—but not in this
book!” —Daniel Gilbert, author of Stumbling on Happiness “A revelatory study of
how lovers, lawyers, doctors, politicians—and all of us—pull the wool over our own
eyes . . . Reading it, we recognize the behavior of our leaders, our loved ones,
and—if we’re honest—ourselves, and some of the more perplexing mysteries of
human nature begin to seem a little clearer.” —Francine Prose, O, The Oprah
Magazine
This definitive guide explores all the faiths from around the world. Together with
the five main religions of Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism,
there is a diverse range of newer faiths to ensure a compelling and
comprehensive read. From the key concepts of ancient beliefs to the ground-
breaking ideas at the heart of modern faiths, religious history is chronicled in a
universal timeline. This provides a global perspective on the origins and events
contributing to the growth and spread of spirituality, and the position of religion in
society today. Influential religious leaders, including Mahatma Gandhi, Saint
Paul, and Al-Ghazali, are introduced in depth and detail, alongside important
quotations. Modern alternative beliefs are investigated in the wider context of
their political, social, and cultural climates. Part of DK's award-winning Big Ideas
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series that has sold in excess of seven million copies, The Religions Book
explains the trickiest of subjects in the most easily accessible format, using
inspiring infographics and illuminating images alongside simple and
straightforward text. Compelling and accessible, this is the perfect guide for
students of religious study, or anyone interested in the ideas of ancient and
present-day faiths and religious philosophies. Series Overview: Big Ideas Simply
Explained series uses creative design and innovative graphics, along with
straightforward and engaging writing, to make complex subjects easier to
understand. These award-winning books provide just the information needed for
students, families, or anyone interested in concise, thought-provoking refreshers
on a single subject.
More than five billion people across the world follow a religion. Lift the flaps to
discover the many ways people pray, worship and celebrate the major world
religions.

This magisterial Norton Anthology, edited by world-renowned scholars, offers a
portable library of more than 1,000 primary texts from the world’s major religions.
To help readers encounter strikingly unfamiliar texts with pleasure; accessible
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introductions, headnotes, annotations, pronouncing glossaries, maps, illustrations
and chronologies are provided. For readers of any religion or none, The Norton
Anthology of World Religions opens new worlds that, as Miles writes, invite us "to
see others with a measure of openness, empathy, and good will..."

Unprecedented in scope and approach, The Norton Anthology of World
Religions: Christianity brings together over 150 texts from the Apostolic Era to the
New Millennium. The volume features Jack Miles’s illuminating General
Introduction—“How the West Learned to Compare Religions”—as well as
Lawrence S. Cunningham’s “The Words and the Word Made Flesh,” a lively
primer on the history and core tenets of Christianity.

A growing chorus of voices has suggested that the world’s religions may become
critical actors as the climate crisis unfolds, particularly in light of international
paralysis on the issue. In recent years, many faiths have begun to address
climate change and its consequences for human societies, especially the world’s
poor. This is the first volume to use social science to examine how religions are
helping to address one of the most significant and far-reaching challenges of our
time. While there is a growing literature in theology and ethics about climate
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change and religion, little research has been previously published about the ways
in which religious institutions, groups and individuals are responding to the
problem of climate change. Seventeen research-driven chapters are written by
sociologists, anthropologists, geographers and other social scientists. This book
explores what effects religions are having, what barriers they are running into or
creating, and what this means for the global struggle to address climate change.
Retaining all the beloved qualities of Huston Smith's classic The World's
Religions, this stunning pictorial presentation refines the text to its wonderful
essentials. In detailed, absorbing, richly illustrated, and highly readable chapters
on Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Islam, Judaism, Christianity, and
primal religions, we find refreshing and fascinating presentations of both the
differences and the similarities among the worldwide religious traditions. The
approach is at once classic and contemporary, retaining all the empathy,
eloquence, and erudition that millions of readers love about the earlier edition,
while being edited and designed for a contemporary general readership. This
delightful marriage of engaging text and remarkable pictures vividly brings to life
the scope and vision of Huston Smith's expertise and insight.
This comprehensive volume focuses on the world's religions and the changes
they have undergone as they become more global and diverse in form. It
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explores the religions of the world not only in the regions with which they have
been historically associated, but also looks at the new cultural and religious
contexts in which they are developing. It considers the role of migration in the
spread of religions by examining the issues raised for modern societies by the
increasing interaction of different religions. The volume also addresses such
central questions as the dynamics of religious innovation which is evidenced in
the rise and impact of new religious and new spirituality movements in every
continent.
An easy-to-use and comprehensive guide that explores the intriguing dogma and
rituals, cultural convictions, and often-checkered backgrounds and histories of the
world's religions.
A History of the World's Religions bridges the interval between the founding of religions
and their present state, and gives students an accurate look at the religions of the world
by including descriptive and interpretive details from original source materials. Refined
by over forty years of dialogue and correspondence with religious experts and
practitioners around the world, A History of the World's Religions is widely regarded as
the hallmark of scholarship, fairness, and accuracy in its field. It is also the most
thorough yet manageable history of world religion available in a single volume. A
History of the World’s Religions examines the following topics: Some Primal and
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Bygone Religions The Religions of South Asia The Religions of East Asia The Religions
of the Middle East This fourteenth edition is fully updated throughout with new images
and inset text boxes to help guide students and instructors. Complete with figures,
timelines and maps, this is an ideal resource for anyone wanting an accessible and
comprehensive introduction to the world’s religions.
Surveying spiritual and philosophical traditions, this volume revives the search for
wisdom for modern times. What is wisdom and how is it cultivated? These are among
the most important questions we can ask, but questions that have been routinely
ignored in modern times. In the twentieth century, the search for wisdom was replaced
by a search for knowledge as science and technology promised answers to life’s ills.
However, along with scientific achievements came disasters, particularly the
devastation of the planet through the accelerating use of modern technology. In an era
drenched in data, a desire for wisdom has been reborn. Where can we go to learn
about wisdom? The answer is clear: to the world’s great religions and their
accompanying philosophies and psychologies. The World’s Great Wisdom makes
these treasuries available. Practitioners from each of the great religions—as well as from
Western philosophy and contemporary research—provide summaries of their traditions’
understandings of wisdom, the means for cultivating it, and its implications for the
modern world. This book offers distillations of the world’s accumulated wisdom—ancient
and modern, religious and scientific, philosophical and psychological. It is a unique
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resource that for the first time in history brings together our collective understanding of
wisdom and the ways to develop it.
An essential introduction to the world's living religions by experts from each tradition --
published in conjunction with the 1993 Parliament of the World's Religions.
* Gives an account of the history, the theological basis, the practice and the current
state of the study of religion and religions throughout the world * Combines a clear and
non-technical style of presentation with a structure and range of contributions which
reflect the richness and complexity of religion itself, of the religions of the world and the
study of religions * Comprehensive index, bibliographies and suggestions for further
reading `Intriguing philosophical questions are raised about the nature of religion and
the qualities needed for studying it.' - Times Higher Education Supplement `Excellent
book ... remarkably successful, impressive as much for the sheer scale of the
undertaking as for its consistent standard of analysis. It is a fine achievement which will
serve both as a very suitable textbook for students and a reliable guide to the state of
scholarship in the History and Study of Religions.' - Heythrop Journal
Particularly suited for young people, this book brings spiritual laws to life through
engaging stories and anecdotes. Wisdom from World Religions: Pathways toward
Heaven on Earth is designed to offer people of all ages and all nations an opportunity to
learn more about the laws, principles, and teachings of a variety of religions
worldwide.Every religion has an assemblage of acknowledged spiritual ideas or truths,
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often recorded in sacred scripture and literature and practiced in the accumulated
teachings and traditions of many generations. This book offers a selection of readings
from the teachings of Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Jainism,
Judaism, Persian, Native American, Sikhism, Taoism, Zen, and Zoroastrianism.
Included are modern-day and ancient parables, disciplines, and quotations that may
advocate beneficial growth opportunities for inquiring and open minds.Wisdom from
World Religions is a book whose contents can be read, considered, studied, absorbed,
and practiced. It encourages readers to explore the spiritual life through thought-
provoking questions, such as: How do we move toward experiencing "heaven on earth"
as a way of life? What is the purpose for humans and what is human purpose? How
can we be agents of divinity through unlimited love and creativity? Uplifting and
instructional, Wisdom from World Religions will be treasured by all.
A leading textbook for world religion, this new edition is designed to help students in
their study and research of the world's religious traditions. Known and valued for its
balanced approach and its respected board of consulting editors, this text addresses
ways to study religion, provides broad coverage of diverse religions, and offers an
arresting layout with rich illustrations. The second edition has new and extended
primary source readings, a stronger section on the Religions of South Asia, additional
maps, a new full-color, student-friendly format, and more.
Explains the basic beliefs, customs, and rituals of twelve different world religions, and
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includes information about tribal and native religions of Africa, North America, and
Australia.
Presents a timeline of the history of religion, from ancient and classical mythologies to tribal
religions, Eastern religions including Hinduism and Buddhism, Western Judeo-Christian
religions, and modern religions.
The diversity of the world's religions has come to the West, but believers are often ill-equipped
for any kind of serious engagement with non-Christians. In Encountering World Religions,
professor and author Irving Hexham introduces all the world's major religious traditions in a
brief and understandable way. Hexham outlines key beliefs and practices in each religion,
while also providing guidance on how to think critically about them from the standpoint of
Christian theology. African, yogic, and Abrahamic traditions are all covered. Accessible and
clear, Encountering World Religions will provide formal and lay students alike with a useful
Christian introduction to the major faiths of our world.
"Experiencing the World's Religions" is a leading seller because it successfully addresses what
a person should know about religions, and why. Michael Molloy provides an exceptionally clear
and compelling account of the teaching of the world's religions. The text covers all the essential
material and goes beyond traditional approaches to personally connect students with the
vitality of the great religions.
The World’s Religions, by beloved author and pioneering professor Huston Smith (Tales of
Wonder), is the definitive classic for introducing the essential elements and teachings of the
world's predominant faiths, including Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Judaism,
Christianity, Islam, as well as regional native traditions. This revised and updated edition
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provides sympathetic descriptions of the various traditions, explaining how they work “from the
inside,” which is a big reason why this cherished classic has sold more than two million copies
since it first appeared in 1958.
Grand in its sweep, this survey of the sacred writings of the major religions of the world offers a
thoughtful introduction to the ideas and beliefs upon which great faiths are built. Under the
expert guidance of John Bowker, a religious scholar and author of international stature,
readers explore the key texts of Jewish, Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Jain, Sikh, Buddhist, Parsi,
Confucian, Daoist, and Shinto traditions. The author discusses some 400 books, among them
such well-known sacred texts as the Bible and the Quran, but also spiritual writings by
theologians, philosophers, poets, and others. Bowker provides clear and illuminating
commentary on each text, describing the content and core tenets of the work and quoting
pertinent passages. He also sets the writings in religious and historical contexts, showing how
they have influenced—and in many cases continue to influence—artistic, musical, literary, and
political traditions. The Message and the Book is essential reading for anyone who wishes to
understand the meaning and the deep significance of primary religious texts of civilizations
around the globe.
Quick reference to the major religions of the world. With World Religions at Your Fingertips,
readers can quickly learn anything they need to know about Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism,
Islam, Judaism, Mormonism, Shinto, Sikhism, Taoism, and more. From reincarnation to
resurrection, the Four Noble Truths to the Ten Commandments, this book covers the gamut of
religious concepts and beliefs throughout the world in concise but complete bites that are easy
to find and simple to understand. - Allows readers to dip in quickly to get the information they
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need immediately - Thumb tabs and other navigational aids make this the quintessential
reference book on world religion - Content is thorough and even-handed
An illustrated introduction to comparative religion, discussing Judaism, Christianity, Islam,
Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism.
Striving to be the most student-friendly textbook in this field, WAYS TO THE CENTER: AN
INTRODUCTION TO WORLD RELIGIONS, Seventh Edition, weaves together rich historical,
cultural, and theological detail into structural and philosophical sections that analyze each of
the world's major religions in terms of its views on nature, society, self, and ultimate reality. The
readily accessible text is designed for today's students and places a premium on the
development of critical thinking. Combining both historical and systematic analyses, the book
takes as its focus the theme of personal centeredness--a primary goal of each featured
religion. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the
product text may not be available in the ebook version.
Maps and text present a guide to the historical development and current state of the
world's religions.
You are on CNN, live. The host leans across to you and asks, What s the major
difference between Christianity and the other major religions? They are basically all the
same, aren t they? Millions are awaiting your reply. Do you know how you would
answer? Most of us are not as prepared as we should be for this all-important task.
Discover what almost all religions have in common: By trying to earn their way to
Heaven, their followers are robed in works-righteousness. Learn how to gently remove
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that robe, so those seeking eternal salvation can be clothed in the righteousness that
comes only through faith in Jesus Christ. Each religion is discussed according to: It s
basic beliefs Testimonies of its followers who turned to Christ Sample witnessing
conversation.
A world Bible for our time from Buddhist, Hindu, Confucian, Taoist, Jewish, Christian,
Islamic, and primal religion sources! In this perfect companion to Huston Smith's
bestselling The World's Wisdom, Philip Novak distills the most powerful and elegant
expressions of the wisdom of humankind. Authentic, poetic translations of key texts are
coupled with insightful introductions and "grace notes."
fascinating guide to religion and its place in the world today. In God Is Not One,
bestselling author Stephen Prothero makes a fresh and provocative argument that,
contrary to popular understanding, all religions are not simply ''different paths to the
same God.'' Instead, he shows that the differences between the major religions are far
greater than we think: they each ask different questions, tackle different problems, and
aim at different goals. God Is Not One highlights the unique aspects of the world's
major religions, with chapters on Islam, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism,
Buddhism, Yoruba religion, Judaism, Daoism and atheism. Lucid and compelling, God
Is Not One offers a new understanding of religion for the twenty-first century.
Retaining all the beloved qualities of Huston Smith's classic The Religions of Man and
the current fully revised and updated The World's Religions, this stunning pictorial
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presentation refines the text to its wonderful essentials. In detailed, absorbing, richly
illustrated, and highly readable chapters on Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism,
Taoism, Islam, Judaism, Christianity and primal religions, we find refreshing and
fascinating presentations of both the differences and the similarities among the
worldwide religious traditions. The approach is at once classic and contemporary,
retaining all the empathy, eloquence and erudition that millions of readers love about
the earlier editions, while being edited and designed for a contemporary general
readership. This delightful marriage of winsome text and remarkable pictures vividly
brings to life the scope and vision of Huston Smith's expertise and insight.
For billions of people, having a religious belief system provides purpose in life. For
some, religion serves as a guide for moral behavior. Today's world is one in which our
understanding of world religions is both understatedly important, as well as increasingly
complex. After many years exploring the foundations of various world religions, Jason
Boyett has written this comprehensive, easy-to-understand exploration of the twelve
major world religions through a meticulous, yet unbiased lens. 12 Major World Religions
offers an impartial look at where each of these belief systems intersects, how they
differ, and why some have been?or are currently?misunderstood.
The updated guide to differences - and similarities - of faiths around the world. In this
revised and updated edition of the popular guide to the many faiths followed around the
world, modern and ancient religions are extensively covered as well as New Thought
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religions. This edition also now features a chapter on Sikhism, more coverage of
religious extremism in the 21st century, a new chapter on the afterlife, and additional
online resources making it the most up-to-date volume available. ? Outdoes the
competition with more chapters on current and ancient religions ? Appeals to students,
theologists, and those generally interesting in religions around the world.
Provides an introduction to Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Islam,
Judaism, Christianity, and the native traditions of the Americas, Australia, Africa, and
Oceania
An information-packed and visually rich introduction to five major world religions
and cultural practices
In God is Not One: The Eight Rival Religions That Run the World, New York
Times bestselling author of Religious Literacy and religion scholar Stephen
Prothero argues that persistent attempts to portray all religions as different paths
to the same God overlook the distinct problem that each tradition seeks to solve.
Delving into the different problems and solutions that Islam, Christianity,
Buddhism, Judaism, Confucianism, Yoruba Religion, Daoism and Atheism strive
to combat, God is Not One is an indispensable guide to the questions human
beings have asked for millennia—and to the disparate paths we are taking to
answer them today. Readers of Huston Smith and Karen Armstrong will find
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much to ponder in God is Not One.
Examines each religion--including ancient Greek, Roman, Norse, and Celtic
religions, Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, and nature religions--discussing its
history, founder, major deity, beliefs, festivals, and celebrations.
Understanding World Religions introduces students to major
worldviews—including Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim, Jewish, Christian, Native
American, and Marxist—through the lens of justice and peace. The second edition
has been updated and revised throughout. After an introduction to key themes in
studying world religion, chapters help students explore major traditions today.
Each chapter takes a similar approach, examining several dimensions of each
tradition—experiential and emotional, social and institutional, narrative or mythic,
doctrinal and philosophical, practical and ritual, and ethical and legal. Chapters
feature profiles of major peacemakers or groups to bring the traditions to life.
Profiles range from Gandhi and Martin Luther King to Thich Nhat Hanh and
Dorothy Day. Further chapters explore liberation theologies, active nonviolence,
and just war theory. The second edition features a broader framework than the
first edition and includes new material on non-religious ethical norms,
Islamophobia, colonial evangelization, religion in China, and an updated
examination of the Israel-Palestine conflict. Understanding World Religions
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remains a powerful introduction to major worldviews with an emphasis on
practical connections to peace and justice.
The book shares the author's experiences and perceptions about the Bible and
religion. The author awakens you from religious illusions and confronts the real
world and deals with the ongoing global crisis. The book presents the knowledge
of the religion so that you know how to keep your religion in your own way, not to
be deceived and deviated from the truth.
The World's ReligionsOur Great Wisdom TraditionsHarper Collins
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