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Portrays a band of guerrillas who force themselves on the aristocratic couple
living in a rural castle, and subtly weaves sexual, physical, and political tension
into an intricate literary web
This Bayesian modeling book provides a self-contained entry to computational
Bayesian statistics. Focusing on the most standard statistical models and backed
up by real datasets and an all-inclusive R (CRAN) package called bayess, the
book provides an operational methodology for conducting Bayesian inference,
rather than focusing on its theoretical and philosophical justifications. Readers
are empowered to participate in the real-life data analysis situations depicted
here from the beginning. Special attention is paid to the derivation of prior
distributions in each case and specific reference solutions are given for each of
the models. Similarly, computational details are worked out to lead the reader
towards an effective programming of the methods given in the book. In particular,
all R codes are discussed with enough detail to make them readily
understandable and expandable. Bayesian Essentials with R can be used as a
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textbook at both undergraduate and graduate levels. It is particularly useful with
students in professional degree programs and scientists to analyze data the
Bayesian way. The text will also enhance introductory courses on Bayesian
statistics. Prerequisites for the book are an undergraduate background in
probability and statistics, if not in Bayesian statistics.
The polarizing literary debut by Scottish author Ian Banks, The Wasp Factory is
the bizarre, imaginative, disturbing, and darkly comic look into the mind of a child
psychopath. Meet Frank Cauldhame. Just sixteen, and unconventional to say the
least: Two years after I killed Blyth I murdered my young brother Paul, for quite
different and more fundamental reasons than I'd disposed of Blyth, and then a
year after that I did for my young cousin Esmerelda, more or less on a whim.
That's my score to date. Three. I haven't killed anybody for years, and don't
intend to ever again. It was just a stage I was going through.
"A man lies in a coma after a near-fatal accident. His body broken, his memory
vanished, he finds himself in the surreal world of the bridge, a world free of the
usual constraints of time and space"--Page 4 of cover.
The Culture - a human/machine symbiotic society - has thrown up many great
Game Players, and one of the greatest is Gurgeh. Jernau Morat Gurgeh. The
Player of Games. Master of every board, computer and strategy. Bored with
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success, Gurgeh travels to the Empire of Azad, cruel and incredibly wealthy, to
try their fabulous game...a game so complex, so like life itself, that the winner
becomes emperor. Mocked, blackmailed, almost murdered, Gurgeh accepts the
game, and with it the challenge of his life - and very possibly his death. Praise for
Iain M. Banks: "Poetic, humorous, baffling, terrifying, sexy -- the books of Iain M.
Banks are all these things and more" -- NME "An exquisitely riotous tour de force
of the imagination which writes its own rules simply for the pleasure of breaking
them." -- Time Out
'Two years after I killed Blyth I murdered my young brother Paul, for quite
different reasons than I'd disposed of Blyth, and then a year after that I did for my
young cousin Esmerelda, more or less on a whim. That's my score to date.
Three. I haven't killed anybody for years, and don't intend to ever again. It was
just a stage I was going through.' Enter - if you can bear it - the extraordinary
private world of Frank, just sixteen, and unconventional, to say the least.
Eighteen-year-old Kit is weird: big, strange, odd, socially disabled, on a spectrum
that stretches from "highly gifted" at one end, to "nutter" at the other. At least Kit
knows who his father is; he and Guy live together in a decaying country house on
the unstable brink of a vast quarry. His mother's identity is another matter. Now,
though, his father's dying, and old friends are gathering for one last time. "Uncle"
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Paul's a media lawyer now; Rob and Ali are upwardly mobile corporate bunnies;
pretty, hopeful Pris is a single mother; Haze is still living up to his drug-inspired
name twenty years on; and fierce, protective Hol is a gifted if acerbic critic. As
young film students they lived at Willoughtree House with Guy, and they've all
come back because they want something. Kit, too, has his own ulterior motives.
Before his father dies he wants to know who his mother is, and what's on the
mysterious tape they're all looking for. But most of all he wants to stop time and
keep his father alive. Fast-paced, gripping and savagely funny, The Quarry is a
virtuoso performance whose soaring riffs on the inexhaustible marvel of human
perception and rage against the dying of the light will stand among Iain Banks'
greatest work.
Dark family secrets and a long-lost love affair lie at the heart of Iain Banks's
fabulous new novel. The Wopuld family built its fortune on a board game called
Empire! - now a hugely successful computer game. So successful, the American
Spraint Corp wants to buy the firm out. Young renegade Alban, who has been
evading the family clutches for years, is run to ground and persuded to attend the
forthcoming family gathering - part birthday party, part Extraordinary General
Meeting - convened by Win, Wopuld matriarch and most powerful member of the
board, at Garbadale, the family's highland castle. Being drawn back into the
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bosom of the clan brings a disconcerting confrontation with Alban's past. What
drove his mother to take her own life? And is he ready to see Sophie, his
beautiful cousin and teenage love? Grandmother Win's revelations wll radically
alter Alban's perspective for ever.
There is a world that hangs suspended between triumph and catastrophe, between the
dismantling of the Wall and the fall of the Twin Towers, frozen in the shadow of suicide
terrorism and global financial collapse. Such a world requires a firm hand and a guiding light.
But does it need the Concern: an all-powerful organization with a malevolent presiding genius,
pervasive influence and numberless invisible operatives in possession of extraordinary
powers? Among those operatives are Temudjin Oh, of mysterious Mongolian origins, an unkillable assassin who journeys between the peaks of Nepal, a version of Victorian London and
the dark palaces of Venice under snow; Adrian Cubbish, a restlessly greedy City trader; and a
nameless, faceless state-sponsored torturer known only as the Philosopher, who moves
between time zones with sinister ease. Then there are those who question the Concern: the
bandit queen Mrs. Mulverhill, roaming the worlds recruiting rebels to her side; and Patient
8262, under sedation and feigning madness in a forgotten hospital ward, in hiding from a dirty
past. There is a world that needs help; but whether it needs the Concern is a different matter.
Frank, a disturbed boy who lives alone with his father, creates a bizarre fantasy world for
himself which includes strange rituals and murder
When a notorious millionaire banker hangs himself, his death attracts no sympathy. But the
legacy of a lifetime of selfishness is widespread, and the carnage most acute among those he
Page 5/17

Read PDF The Wasp Factory A Novel By Iain Banks Summary Study Guide
ought to be protecting: his family. Meanwhile, in a wealthy suburb of Glasgow, a young woman
is found savagely murdered. The community is stunned by what appears to be a vicious,
random attack. When Detective Inspector Alex Morrow, heavily pregnant with twins, is called in
to investigate, she soon discovers that a tangled web of lies lurks behind the murder. It's a web
that will spiral through Alex's own home, the local community, and ultimately right back to a
swinging rope, hundreds of miles away. THE END OF THE WASP SEASON is an
accomplished, compelling and multi-layered novel about family's power of damage-and
redemption.
The Wasp FactoryLittle Brown GBR
"A witty and grisly gothic unlike anything I’ve ever read. You should absolutely read this."
--Kelly Link, author of Get in Trouble A new arrival at an isolated school for orphaned boys
quickly comes to realize there is something wrong with his new home. He hears chilling
whispers in the night, his troubled classmates are violent and hostile, and the Headmaster
sends cryptic messages, begging his new charge to confess. As the new boy learns to survive
on the edges of this impolite society, he starts to unravel a mystery at the school's dark heart.
And that's when the corpses start turning up. A coming-of-age tale, a Gothic ghost story, and a
murder mystery all in one, The Job of the Wasp is a bloodcurdling and brilliantly subversive
novel about paranoia, love, and the nightmare of adolescence.
Hailed as "original and unsettling, an Animal Farm for the new century" (The Wall Street
Journal), this first novel lingers long after the last page has been turned. Described as a
"fascinating psychological thriller" (The Baltimore Sun), this entrancing novel introduces
Isserley, a female driver who picks up hitchhikers with big muscles. She, herself, is tiny--like a
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kid peering up over the steering wheel. Scarred and awkward, yet strangely erotic and
threatening, she listens to her hitchhikers as they open up to her, revealing clues about who
might miss them if they should disappear. At once humane and horrifying, Under the Skin
takes us on a heart-thumping ride through dangerous territory--our own moral instincts and the
boundaries of compassion. A grotesque and comical allegory, a surreal representation of
contemporary society run amok, Under the Skin has been internationally received as the arrival
of an exciting talent, rich and assured.
A Chelgrian emissary is sent to the Masaq' Orbital to bring Ziller, a famous but reclusive
Chelgrian composer, home, on a mission that also has a top-secret purpose that will take him
on a haunting odyssey into his own past and into memories of terrible war that cost billions of
lives and whose legacy threatens the present. Reprint.
Stewart Gilmour is back in Stonemouth. After five years in exile his presence is required at the
funeral of patriarch Joe Murston, and even though the last time Stu saw the Murstons he was
running for his life, staying away might be even more dangerous than turning up. Although
there's supposed to be a temporary truce between Stewart and the town's biggest crime family,
it's soon clear that only Stewart is taking this promise of peace seriously. As he steps back into
the minefield of his past to confront his guilt and all that it has lost him, Stu uncovers ever
darker stories, and his homecoming takes a more lethal turn than even he had anticipated.
Tough, funny, fast-paced and touching, Stonemouth cracks open adolescence, love,
brotherhood and vengeance in a rite of passage novel like no other.
Her eyes were black, wide as though with some sustained surprise, the skin from their outer
corners to her small ears taut. Her lips were pale, and nearly too full for her small mouth, like
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something bled but bruised. He had never seen anyone or anything quite so beautiful in his
life.' Graham Park is in love. But Sara Fitch is an enigma to him, a creature of almost perverse
mystery. Steven Grout is paranoid - and with justice. He knows that They are out to get him.
They are. Quiss, insecure in his fabulous if ramshackle castle, is forced to play interminable
impossible games. The solution to the oldest of all paradoxical riddles will release him. But he
must find an answer before he knows the question. Park, Grout, Quiss - no trio could be further
apart. But their separate courses are set for collision.
"This collection of 12 new essays draws together prominent literary experts to explore the
importance of Scottish writer Iain (M.) Banks, both his mainstream and science fiction work.
The essays are divided into four thematic areas: the Scottish context,the geographies of his
writing, the impact of genre, and a combined focus on gender, games and play"--Provided by
publisher.
Hisako Onoda, world famous cellist, refuses to fly. And so she travels to Europe as a
passenger on a tanker bound through the Panama Canal. But Panama is a country whose
politics are as volatile as the local freedom fighters. When Hisako's ship is captured, it is not
long before the atmosphere is as flammable as an oxy-acetylene torch, and the tension as
sharp as the spike on her cello... CANAL DREAMS is a novel of deceptive simplicity and dark,
original power: stark psychological insights mesh with vividly realised scenarios in an ominous
projection of global realpolitik. The result is yet another major landmark in the quite remarkable
career of an outstanding modern novelist.
A chronicle of violent fury and compassion, written when Surrealism was still vigorous and
doing battle with psychotic "reality," The Journal of Albion Moonlight is the American
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monument to engagement.
Please note that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available from Wikipedia
or other free sources online. Commentary (novels not included). Pages: 23. Chapters: Novels
by Iain M. Banks, The Wasp Factory, The Crow Road, Consider Phlebas, Excession, The
Player of Games, Espedair Street, Use of Weapons, Whit, Look to Windward, Inversions, Dead
Air, Feersum Endjinn, Against a Dark Background, Matter, The Bridge, Surface Detail, The
Algebraist, Transition, Complicity, The Business, Walking on Glass, A Song of Stone, The
Steep Approach to Garbadale, Canal Dreams. Excerpt: Inversions is a science fiction novel by
Scottish writer Iain M. Banks, first published in 1998. It is implied to be set in his Culture
universe. However, this is not made explicit within the book, and unlike most other recent
editions of Banks' science fiction novels, does not carry the tag 'A Culture Novel' on the cover.
Banks has said "Inversions was an attempt to write a Culture novel that wasn't." The book
takes place on a fictional planet based on late-Middle Ages Europe. It alternates chapter-bychapter between two concurrent storylines. The first storyline is presented as a written account
from Oelph, publicly a doctor's assistant, but privately a spy for an individual identified only as
"Master," to whom much of the account is addressed. Oelph is the assistant to Vosill, the
personal doctor to King Quience of Haspidus and a woman. The latter is unheard of in the
patriarchal kingdom, and is tolerated only because Vosill claims citizenship in the far-off
country of Drezen. The King himself is appreciative of her and her talents, but nonetheless her
elevated position in defiance of the kingdom's social mores inspires hostility among others of
the court. Oelph's account follows Vosill as she attends to the King regularly, as well as more
charitable ministrations to the impoverished and those in need. Her methods are
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unconventional by kingdom standards, for example...
In this bleak and disturbingly erotic debut novel, iconoclast Chandler Morrison provides readers
with a dark exploration of the nature of death, individuality, and generational identity. Along the
way, lines will be crossed, taboos will be violated, and common decency will take an extended
leave of absence. This is not for the faint of heart or weak of stomach. Or anyone who enjoyed
Fifty Shades of Grey. A young hospital security guard with a disturbingly unique taste in
women. A maternity doctor with a horrifically unusual appetite. When the two of them meet,
they embark on a journey of self-discovery as they shatter societal norms while engaging in
destructive and abhorrent behavior. As they unwittingly help each other understand a world in
which neither of them seems to belong, they begin to realize what it truly means to be
alive...and that it might not always be a good thing.
Daniel Weir used to be a famous - not to say infamous - rock star. Maybe still is. At thirty-one
he has been both a brilliant failure and a dull success. He's made a lot of mistakes that have
paid off and a lot of smart moves he'll regret forever (however long that turns out to be). Daniel
Weir has gone from rags to riches and back, and managed to hold onto them both, though not
much else. His friends all seem to be dead, fed up with him or just disgusted - and who can
blame them? And now Daniel Weir is all alone. As he contemplates his life, Daniel realises he
only has two problems: the past and the future. He knows how bad the past has been. But the
future - well, the future is something else.
The first book in Iain M. Banks's seminal science fiction series, The Culture. Consider Phlebas
introduces readers to the utopian conglomeration of human and alien races that explores the
nature of war, morality, and the limitless bounds of mankind's imagination. The war raged
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across the galaxy. Billions had died, billions more were doomed. Moons, planets, the very stars
themselves, faced destruction, cold-blooded, brutal, and worse, random. The Idirans fought for
their Faith; the Culture for its moral right to exist. Principles were at stake. There could be no
surrender. Within the cosmic conflict, an individual crusade. Deep within a fabled labyrinth on a
barren world, a Planet of the Dead proscribed to mortals, lay a fugitive Mind. Both the Culture
and the Idirans sought it. It was the fate of Horza, the Changer, and his motley crew of
unpredictable mercenaries, human and machine, actually to find it, and with it their own
destruction.
In Scotland, a self-appointed executioner dispenses justice to fit the crime. Thus the lenient
judge who let a rapist go is punished by being raped, while a man who killed is killed in turn.
Throughout his career as a novelist, Banks has also been a master of the short form,
publishing four story collections, and winning O. Henry and Best American Short Story Awards
and other prizes. Now with The Angel on the Roof, he offers readers an astonishing collection
of thirty years of short fiction, resonant with irony and compassion, honesty and insight,
extending into the vast territory of the heart and world, from working-class New England to
Florida, the Caribbean and Africa. Along with nine new stories that are among the finest fiction
he has ever written, he has selected the best from his collections and revised them for this
volume.
A scathingly funny debut novel about disillusionment, indifference, and one man's desperate
fight to assign absolutely no meaning to modern life. The only thing Shane cares about is
leaving. Usually on a Greyhound bus, right before his life falls apart again. Just like he
planned. But this time it's complicated: there's a sadistic corporate climber who thinks she's his
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girlfriend, a rent-subsidized affair with his landlord's wife, and the bizarrely appealing deaf
assistant to Shane's cosmically unstable dentist. When one of the women is murdered, and
Shane is the only suspect who doesn't care enough to act like he didn't do it, the question
becomes just how he'll clear the good name he never had and doesn't particularly want: his
own. “The malaise of cubicle culture may be well-trodden comedic territory by now, but
Neilan's debut skewers office life with a flourish for the grotesque.” —The Village Voice
It begins in the realm of the Real, where matter still matters. It begins with a murder. And it will
not end until the Culture has gone to war with death itself. Lededje Y'breq is one of the
Intagliated, her marked body bearing witness to a family shame, her life belonging to a man
whose lust for power is without limit. Prepared to risk everything for her freedom, her release when it comes - is at a price, and to put things right she will need the help of the Culture.
Benevolent, enlightened and almost infinitely resourceful though it may be, the Culture can
only do so much for any individual. With the assistance of one of its most powerful - and
arguably deranged - warships, Lededje finds herself heading into a combat zone not even sure
which side the Culture is really on. A war - brutal, far-reaching - is already raging within the
digital realms that store the souls of the dead, and it's about to erupt into reality. It started in the
realm of the Real and that is where it will end. It will touch countless lives and affect entire
civilizations, but at the center of it all is a young woman whose need for revenge masks
another motive altogether.
Irreverently funny and surprisingly moving, All Passion Spent is the story of a woman who
discovers who she is just before it is too late. After the death of elder statesman Lord Slane—a
former prime minister of Great Britain and viceroy of India—everyone assumes that his eightyPage 12/17
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eight-year-old widow will slowly fade away in her grief, remaining as proper, decorative, and
dutiful as she has been her entire married life. But the deceptively gentle Lady Slane has other
ideas. First she defies the patronizing meddling of her children and escapes to a rented house
in Hampstead. There, to her offspring’s utter amazement, she revels in her new freedom,
recalls her youthful ambitions, and gathers some very unsuitable companions—who reveal to
her just how much she had sacrificed under the pressure of others’ expectations.
"It is not an ordinary job," the Frenchman had told me, "you may have to get your hands a little
dirty. "Here I am, Charlie fucking Whitman - still pissed from last night, driving a rental car with
two retarded kids in the back, somewhere between Barcelona and Paris. I used to be an art
dealer, I suppose I still am, but now I do bad things for good money. Everything has its price,
and I think I've just found mine. "An obscenely comic tale." "Sickeningly surreal." "So gross I
couldn't finish it." "Books don't come much darker than this."
The man known as Cheradenine Zakalwe was one of Special Circumstances' foremost agents,
changing the destiny of planets to suit the Culture through intrigue, dirty tricks and military
action. The woman known as Diziet Sma had plucked him from obscurity and pushed him
towards his present eminence, but despite all their dealings she did not know him as well as
she thought. The drone known as Skaffen-Amtiskaw knew both of these people. It had once
saved the woman's life by massacring her attackers in a particularly bloody manner. It believed
the man to be a lost cause. But not even its machine could see the horrors in his past.
Ferociously intelligent, both witty and horrific, USE OF WEAPONS is a masterpiece of science
fiction.
In a world renowned even within a galaxy full of wonders, a crime within a war. For one man it
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means a desperate flight, and a search for the one - maybe two - people who could clear his
name. For his brother it means a life lived under constant threat of treachery and murder. And
for their sister, even without knowing the full truth, it means returning to a place she'd thought
abandoned forever. Only the sister is not what she once was; Djan Seriy Anaplian has
changed almost beyond recognition to become an agent of the Culture's Special
Circumstances section, charged with high-level interference in civilizations throughout the
greater galaxy. Concealing her new identity - and her particular set of abilities - might be a
dangerous strategy, however. In the world to which Anaplian returns, nothing is quite as it
seems; and determining the appropriate level of interference in someone else's war is never a
simple matter. MATTER is a novel of dazzling wit and serious purpose. An extraordinary feat of
storytelling and breathtaking invention on a grand scale, it is a tour de force from a writer who
has turned science fiction on its head.

From the author of Lost Souls, Drawing Blood, and Wormwood comes a thrilling and
chilling novel that bestselling author Peter Straub says serves as a “guidebook to hell.”
To serial slayer Andrew Compton, murder is an art, the most intimate art. After feigning
his own death to escape from prison, Compton makes his way to the United States with
the sole ambition of bringing his “art” to new heights. Tortured by his own perverse
desires, and drawn to possess and destroy young boys, Compton inadvertently joins
forces with Jay Byrne, a dissolute playboy who has pushed his “art” to limits even
Compton hadn’t previously imagined. Together, Compton and Byrne set their sights on
an exquisite young Vietnamese-American runaway, Tran, whom they deem to be the
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perfect victim. Swiftly moving from the grimy streets of London’s Piccadilly Circus to
the decadence of the New Orleans French Quarter, Poppy Z. Brite dissects the
landscape of torture and invites us into the mind of a killer. Exquisite Corpse confirms
Brite as a writer who defies categorization. It is a novel for those who dare trespass
where the sacred and profane become one.
Matt Shaw is proud to present Duncan Ralston's "Woom." 'Trust me when I say, this is
messed up...' - Matt Shaw (author, Sick B*stards) The Lonely Motel holds many dark
secrets... and Room 6 just might possess the worst of them all. Angel knows a lot about
pain. His mother died in this room. He's researched its history. He's come back today to
end it, no matter the cost, once and for all. Prostitute Shyla believes the stories Angel
tells her can't be true. Secrets so vile, you won't want to let them inside you. But the
Lonely Motel doesn't forget. It doesn't forgive. And it always claims its victim.
The New York Times bestselling Culture novel... The Scavenger species are circling. It
is, truly, provably, the End Days for the Gzilt civilization. An ancient people, organized
on military principles and yet almost perversely peaceful, the Gzilt helped set up the
Culture ten thousand years earlier and were very nearly one of its founding societies,
deciding not to join only at the last moment. Now they've made the collective decision
to follow the well-trodden path of millions of other civilizations; they are going to
Sublime, elevating themselves to a new and almost infinitely more rich and complex
existence. Amid preparations though, the Regimental High Command is destroyed.
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Lieutenant Commander (reserve) Vyr Cossont appears to have been involved, and she
is now wanted - dead, not alive. Aided only by an ancient, reconditioned android and a
suspicious Culture avatar, Cossont must complete her last mission given to her by the
High Command. She must find the oldest person in the Culture, a man over nine
thousand years old, who might have some idea what really happened all that time ago.
It seems that the final days of the Gzilt civilization are likely to prove its most perilous.
A little knowledge can be a very dangerous thing... Innocent in the ways of the world,
an ingenue when it comes to pop and fashion, the Elect of God of a small but
committed Stirlingshire religious cult: Isis Whit is no ordinary teenager. When her
cousin Morag - Guest of Honour at the Luskentyrian's four-yearly Festival of Love disappears after renouncing her faith, Isis is marked out to venture among the Unsaved
and bring the apostate back into the fold. But the road to Babylondon (as Sister Angela
puts it) is a treacherous one, particularly when Isis discovers that Morag appears to
have embraced the ways of the Unsaved with spectacular abandon... Truth and
falsehood; kinship and betrayal; 'herbal' cigarettes and compact discs - Whit is an
exploration of the techno-ridden barrenness of modern Britain from a unique
perspective.
The SCOTNOTES booklets are a series of study guides to major Scottish writers and
texts frequently used within literature courses, aimed at senior secondary school pupils
and students in further education. This title covers three novels by Iain Banks.
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Twenty-five-year-old Steven faces a bleak life with a sadistic mother and a job at a
slaughterhouse where he is confronted with extreme violence and death.
Sharrow was once the leader of a personality-attuned combat team in one of the
sporadic little commercial wars in the civilization based around the planet Golter. Now
she is hunted by the Huhsz, a religious cult which believes that she is the last obstacle
before the faith's apotheosis, and her only hope of escape is to find the last of the
apocalyptically powerful Lazy Guns before the Huhsz find her. Her journey through the
exotic Golterian system is a destructive and savage odyssey into her past, and that of
her family and of the system itself.
'His masterpiece' Jay Rayner 'One of the best opening lines of any novel... a warm,
witty and ultimately very poignant book' Guardian An outstanding contemporary novel,
about which readers say: 'Banks' masterpiece' 'Iain Banks at his best' 'Read this
immediately' 'A story full of wonderful characters' 'It was the day my grandmother
exploded. I sat in the crematorium, listening to my Uncle Hamish quietly snoring in
harmony to Bach's Mass in B Minor, and I reflected that it always seemed to be death
that drew me back to Gallanach.' Prentice McHoan has returned to the bosom of his
complex but enduring Scottish family. Full of questions about the McHoan past, present
and future, he is also deeply preoccupied: mainly with death, sex, drink, God and illegal
substances...
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