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In 1980 archaeologists unearthed a tomb near Jerusalem that
contained a family's ossuaries inscribed with some familiar
New Testament names, including Mary, Joseph, and Jesus.
In 2007 the Discovery Channel produced and broadcast a
documentary called The Lost Tomb of Jesus, raising interest
— and controversy -- among the public and specialists alike.
Could this actually be the tomb of Jesus and his family? In
January of 2008 a group of internationally renowned scholars
from a broad range of disciplines met in Jerusalem to discuss
that very question. Covering the archaeological facts about
the discovery, Jewish burial customs during the late Second
Temple period, first-century inscriptions, the Talpiot tomb, the
James ossuary, the Holy Sepulcher, and more,this volume
presents their expert perspectives on a much-publicized topic.
Contributors:Mordechai AviamWolfgang E. KrumbeinJames
H. CharlesworthAndré LemaireClaude Cohen-MatlofskyLee
Martin McDonaldApril D. DeConickCharles PellegrinoCasey
D. ElledgeStephen PfannMark ElliottPetr PokornýHoward R.
FeldmanJonathan J. PriceJoseph A. FitzmyerChristopher A.
RollstonCamil FuchsAmnon RosenfeldShimon GibsonJane
SchabergRachel HachliliAndrew V. SillsEldad KeynanMark
SpigelmanKevin KiltyJames D. TaborAmos
KlonerKonstantinos Th. Zarras Watch an interview with
James H. Charlesworth below:
A sweeping history of premodern architecture told through the
material of stone Spanning almost five millennia, Painting in
Stone tells a new history of premodern architecture through
the material of precious stone. Lavishly illustrated examples
include the synthetic gems used to simulate Sumerian and
Egyptian heavens; the marble temples and mansions of
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Greece and Rome; the painted palaces and polychrome
marble chapels of early modern Italy; and the multimedia
revival in 19th-century England. Poetry, the lens for
understanding costly marbles as an artistic medium,
summoned a spectrum of imaginative associations and
responses, from princes and patriarchs to the populace.
Three salient themes sustained this “lithic imagination”:
marbles as images of their own elemental substance
according to premodern concepts of matter and geology; the
perceived indwelling of astral light in earthly stones; and the
enduring belief that colored marbles exhibited a form of
natural—or divine—painting, thanks to their vivacious veining,
rainbow palette, and chance images.
Gillian Mackie examines the decorative schemes, now often
the only way to determine the function, patronage, and
meaning of the building, of surviving early medieval chapels
built in Italy and Istria from AD312-740.
Papers presented at the Fifteenth International Conference
on Patristic Studies held in Oxford 2007 (see also Studia
Patristica 45, 46, 47, 48 and 49). The successive sets of
Studia Patristica contain papers delivered at the International
Conferences on Patristic Studies, which meet for a week
once every four years in Oxford; they are held under the
aegis of the Theology Faculty of the University. Members of
these conferences come from all over the world and most
offer papers. These range over the whole field, both East and
West, from the second century to a section on the Nachleben
of the Fathers. The majority are short papers dealing with
some small and manageable point; they raise and sometimes
resolve questions about the authenticity of documents, dates
of events, and such like, and some unveil new texts. The
smaller number of longer papers put such matters into
context and indicate wider trends. The whole reflects the
state of Patristic scholarship and demonstrates the vigour and
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popularity of the subject.
The question of the meaning and significance of baptism is
explored from a number of different perspectives in this
volume. Inspired by the honoree of this volume and his
important work on the subject, the contributors approach
baptism from biblical, historical, theological and practical
perspectives. Some of the essays re-examine the well-known
biblical texts, feeling free to probe their implications. Others
tease out the implications of the concept of baptism in a
variety of contexts, both ancient and modern. Contributors
include Joel Green, Geoffrey Bromiley, Larry Kreitzer, John
Nolland, Ramsey Michaels and J.D.G. Dunn.
A study of the 'heretic' Jovinian and the Jovinianist
controversy, this work examines early Christian views on
marriage and celibacy in the first three centuries and the
development of an anti-heretical tradition. It provides an
analysis of the responses of Jovinian's main opponents.
A new look at the Cult of the Saints in late antiquity: did it
really dominate Christianity in late antique Rome?
New perspectives are provided on late antique cults, popular
entertainment, and the decoration of Christian churches
through a fresh look at Christian writings, popular ceramics,
and elite works of mosaic, metalwork, and marble sculpture.
This collection of papers, arising from the conference series
Late Antique Archaeology, examines the archaeology of
'paganism' in late antiquity. Papers explore the end of the
temples, the nature of ritual deposits, the fate of religious
statues and the iconography in material culutre. These are
complemented by two extensive bibliographic essays.
Images and artistic representations were of significant value
to the early Christian communities. In Christ the Miracle
Worker in Early Christian Art, Lee Jefferson argues, in fact,
that images provided visual representations of vital religious
and theological truths crucial to the faithful, by which art
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possessed the power to project concepts and claims beyond
the limitations of the written and spoken word. Images of
Christ performing miracles or healings, as demonstrated in
this volume, functioned as advertisements for Christianity and
illustrated explications of the nature of Christ. These images
of Christ as worker of miracles and healing form the nucleus
of an extensive examination of this power of art, its role in
fostering devotion, and the deep connection between art and
its underwriting and elucidation of pivotal theological claims
and developments. (back cover).
The bone gatherers found in the annals and legends of the
early Roman Catholic Church were women who collected the
bodies of martyred saints to give them a proper burial. They
have come down to us as deeply resonant symbols of grief:
from the women who anointed Jesus's crucified body in the
gospels to the Pietà, we are accustomed to thinking of
women as natural mourners, caring for the body in all its
fragility and expressing our deepest sorrow. But to think of
women bone gatherers merely as mourners of the dead is to
limit their capacity to stand for something more significant. In
fact, Denzey argues that the bone gatherers are the mythic
counterparts of historical women of substance and meanswomen who, like their pagan sisters, devoted their lives and
financial resources to the things that mattered most to them:
their families, their marriages, and their religion. We find their
sometimes splendid burial chambers in the catacombs of
Rome, but until Denzey began her research for The Bone
Gatherers, the monuments left to memorialize these women
and their contributions to the Church went largely
unexamined. The Bone Gatherers introduces us to oncepowerful women who had, until recently, been lost to
history—from the sorrowing mothers and ghastly brides of
pagan Rome to the child martyrs and women sponsors who
shaped early Christianity. It was often only in death that
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ancient women became visible—through the buildings, burial
sites, and art constructed in their memory—and Denzey uses
this archaeological evidence, along with ancient texts, to
resurrect the lives of several fourth-century women.
Surprisingly, she finds that representations of aristocratic
Roman Christian women show a shift in the value and
significance of womanhood over the fourth century: once
esteemed as powerful leaders or patrons, women came to be
revered (in an increasingly male-dominated church) only as
virgins or martyrs—figureheads for sexual purity. These
depictions belie a power struggle between the sexes within
early Christianity, waged via the Church's creation and
manipulation of collective memory and subtly shifting
perceptions of women and femaleness in the process of
Christianization. The Bone Gatherers is at once a primer on
how to "read" ancient art and the story of a struggle that has
had long-lasting implications for the role of women in the
Church. From the Trade Paperback edition.
The catacombs of Rome have captured imaginations for
centuries. This innovative study takes a fresh look at these
underground spaces, and considers how art, space, texts,
and practices can tell us more about the catacombs and the
people who dug and decorated them.
This work includes essays on aspects of Judaism in the
Greco-Roman world.They derive from the author's longstanding interests in the analysis of texts as documents of
cultural and religious interaction.
Commemorating the Dead analyzes and interprets the
material remains of Roman period burials in light of ancient
texts. Is the move from columbaria to catacombs the result of
evolving religious identities or simply a matter of a change in
fashions? What Greco-Roman and Jewish funerary images
were “baptized” as Christian ones? In Commemorating the
Dead, archaeologists, Roman historians, and scholars of
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Judaism and Early Christianity engage in a cross-disciplinary
conversation on the impact of Roman and Jewish burial
customs on the creation of early Christian memorial practices.
Early Christianity emerged from obscurity to dominate the
Roman world: that story, told and retold, continues to
fascinate historians and believers. But the religion of ordinary
Christians is not so well or easily known; they have left us no
literary record of their faith and their hope, their marrying and
their dying, their worship and their common life. Before the
publication of "Ante Pacem there was no introduction or
source-book for early Christian archaeology available in
English. With his book Professor Snyder has performed an
incalculable service for students of early Christianity and the
world of late antiquity. He analyzes in one lavishly illustrated
volume every piece of evidence that can, with some degree
of assurance, be dated before the triumph of the emperor
Constantine at the Milvian Bridge in 312CE thrust the nascent
Christian culture "into a universal role as the formal religious
expression of the Roman Empire."
After the Roman empire fell, medieval Europe continued to be
fascinated by Rome itself, the 'chief of cities'. Once the hub of
empire, in the early medieval period Rome became an
important centre for western Christianity, first of all as the
place where Peter, Paul and many other important early
Christian saints were martyred: their deaths for the Christian
faith gave the city the appellation 'Roma Felix', 'Happy Rome'.
But in Rome the history of the faith, embodied in the shrines
of the martyrs, coexisted with the living centre of the western
Latin church. Because Peter had been recognised by Christ
as chief among the apostles and was understood to have
been the first bishop of Rome, his successors were
acknowledged as patriarchs of the West and Rome became
the focal point around which the western Latin church came
to be organised. This book explores ways in which Rome
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itself was preserved, envisioned, and transformed by its
residents, and also by the many pilgrims who flocked to the
shrines of the martyrs. It considers how northern European
cultures (in particular, the Irish and English) imagined and
imitated the city as they understood it. The fourteen articles
presented here range from the fourth to the twelfth century
and span the fields of history, art history, urban topography,
liturgical studies and numismatics. They provide an
introduction to current thinking about the ways in which
medieval people responded to the material remains of
Rome's classical and early Christian past, and to the
associations of centrality, spirituality, and authority which the
city of Rome embodied for the earlier Middle Ages.
Acknowledgements for grants in aid of publication are due to
the Publication Fund of the College of Arts, Humanities, Celtic
Studies and Social Sciences at University College Cork; to
the Publication Fund of the National University of Ireland,
Dublin; and to the Office of the Provost, Ohio Wesleyan
University.
The Routledge Handbook of Early Christian Art surveys a
broad spectrum of Christian art produced from the late
second to the sixth centuries. The first part of the book opens
with a general survey of the subject and then presents fifteen
essays that discuss specific media of visual art—catacomb
paintings, sculpture, mosaics, gold glass, gems, reliquaries,
ceramics, icons, ivories, textiles, silver, and illuminated
manuscripts. Each is written by a noted expert in the field.
The second part of the book takes up themes relevant to the
study of early Christian art. These seven chapters consider
the ritual practices in decorated spaces, the emergence of
images of Christ’s Passion and miracles, the functions of
Christian secular portraits, the exemplary mosaics of
Ravenna, the early modern history of Christian art and
archaeology studies, and further reflection on this field called
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“early Christian art.” Each of the volume’s chapters includes
photographs of many of the objects discussed, plus
bibliographic notes and recommendations for further reading.
The result is an invaluable introduction to and appraisal of the
art that developed out of the spread of Christianity through
the late antique world. Undergraduate and graduate students
of late classical, early Christian, and Byzantine culture,
religion, or art will find it an accessible and insightful
orientation to the field. Additionally, professional academics,
archivists, and curators working in these areas will also find it
valuable as a resource for their own research, as well as a
textbook or reference work for their students.
Enthält: Papers read at a conference on ancient Jewish
epigraphy at Utrecht University.
Recent years have witnessed significant discoveries of texts
and artefacts relevant to the study of the Old and New
Testaments and remarkable shifts in scholarly methods of
study. The present volume mirrors the increasing
specialization of Old Testament studies, including the Hebrew
and Greek Bibles, and reflects rich research activity that has
unfolded over the last four decades in Pentateuch theory,
Septuagint scholarship, Qumran studies and early Jewish
exegesis of biblical texts. The second half of the volume
discusses the period running from the New Testament to 600,
including chapters on the Coptic, Syriac and Latin bibles, the
'Gnostic' use of the scriptures, pagan engagement with the
Bible, the use of the Bible in Christian councils and in popular
and non-literary culture. A fascinating in-depth account of the
reception of the Bible in the earliest period of its history.
Socrates, son of Sophroniscus, of Alopece is arguably the
most richly and diversely commemorated - and appropriated of all ancient thinkers. Already in Antiquity, vigorous
controversy over his significance and value ensured a wide
range of conflicting representations. He then became
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available to the medieval, renaissance and modern worlds in
a provocative variety of roles: as paradigmatic philosopher
and representative (for good or ill) of ancient philosophical
culture in general; as practitioner of a distinctive philosophical
method, and a distinctive philosophical lifestyle; as the
ostensible originator of startling doctrines about politics and
sex; as martyr (the victim of the most extreme of all
miscarriages of justice); as possessor of an extraordinary,
and extraordinarily significant physical appearance; and as
the archetype of the hen-pecked intellectual. To this day, he
continues to be the most readily recognized of ancient
philosophers, as much in popular as in academic culture. This
volume, along with its companion, Socrates in the Nineteenth
and Twentieth Centuries, aims to do full justice to the source
material (philosophical, literary, artistic, political), and to the
range of interpretative issues it raises. It opens with an
Introduction surveying ancient accounts of Socrates, and
discussing the origins and current state of the 'Socratic
question'. This is followed by three sections, covering the
Socrates of Antiquity, with perspectives forward to later
developments (especially in drama and the visual arts);
Socrates from Late Antiquity to medieval times; and Socrates
in the Renaissance and Enlightenment. Among topics singled
out for special attention are medieval Arabic and Jewish
interest in Socrates, and his role in the European
Enlightenment as an emblem of moral courage and as the
clinching proof of the follies of democracy.
A sweeping, ambitious study of the Virgin Mary’s emergence
and role throughout Western historyHow did the Virgin Mary,
about whom very little is said in the Gospels, become one of
the most powerful and complex religious figures in the world?
To arrive at the answers to this far-reaching question, one of
our foremost medieval historians, Miri Rubin, investigates the
ideas, practices, and images that have developed around the
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figure of Mary from the earliest decades of Christianity to
around the year 1600. Drawing on an extraordinarily wide
range of sources—including music, poetry, theology, art,
scripture, and miracle tales—Rubin reveals how Mary became
so embedded in our culture that it is impossible to conceive of
Western history without her.In her rise to global prominence,
Mary was continually remade and reimagined by wave after
wave of devotees. Rubin shows how early Christians
endowed Mary with a fine ancestry; why in early medieval
Europe her roles as mother, bride, and companion came to
the fore; and how the focus later shifted to her humanity and
unparalleled purity. She also explores how indigenous people
in Central America, Africa, and Asia remade Mary and so fit
her into their own cultures.Beautifully written and finely
illustrated, this book is a triumph of sympathy and
intelligence. It demonstrates Mary’s endless capacity to
inspire and her profound presence in Christian cultures and
beyond.
As prose dramatic texts Plato's dialogues would have been
read by their original audience as an alternative type of
theatrical composition. The 'paradox' of the dialogue form is
explained by his appropriation of the discourse of theatre, the
dominant public mode of communication of his time. The oral
performance of his works is suggested both by the
pragmatics of the publication of literary texts in the classical
period and by his original role as a Sokratic dialogue-writer
and the creator of a fourth dramatic genre. Support comes
from a number of pieces of evidence, from a statue of
Sokrates in the Academy (fourth century BC) to a mosaic of
Sokrates in Mytilene (fourth century AD), which point to a
centuries-old tradition of treating the dialogues in the context
of performance literature and testify to the significance of the
image of 'Plato the prose dramatist' for his original and
subsequent audiences.
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A Companion to Roman Art encompasses various artistic
genres, ancient contexts, and modern approaches for a
comprehensive guide to Roman art. Offers comprehensive
and original essays on the study of Roman art Contributions
from distinguished scholars with unrivalled expertise covering
a broad range of international approaches Focuses on the
socio-historical aspects of Roman art, covering several topics
that have not been presented in any detail in English Includes
both close readings of individual art works and general
discussions Provides an overview of main aspects of the
subject and an introduction to current debates in the field
This interdisciplinary study on Early Christian rituals in
connection with death and burial thoroughly analyses the
surviving pagan and Christian literary and non-literary
sources. Thus, complex anthropological processes are being
discovered which led to the forming of Christian rituals.

The Unknown CatacombA Unique Discovery of Early
Christian ArtDaedalus Books
Since the iconoclastic controversies of the eighth and
ninth centuries, the visual arts have been the subject of
much ecclesiastical discussion and contention. In
particular, since the mid-1960s Protestant scholars and
clergy have been paying more attention to the potential
role of the visual arts in theology and liturgy of the
Christian Church. As a result, numerous programs were
begun under a variety of nomenclature, e.g., Religion
and the Arts, Theology and the Arts, etc. Most of the
essays in this book were originally presented as part of
the Pruit Symposium on "Interpreting Christian Art, " held
at Baylor University in October 2000. The symposium
provided the opportunity to bring together scholars,
clergy, and laity who are interested in the question of
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how religious art can contribute to the life of the
contemporary Christian community. The resulting essays
are a rich fare in interdisciplinary exploration of Christian
art by art historians, theologians, and biblical scholars.
Essayists include Margaret Miles, Robin M. Jensen,
Graydon F. Snyder, Charles Barber, Anthony Cutler,
William M. Jensen, Paolo Berdini, John W. Cook, and
the editors, Heidi J. Hornik and Mikeal C. Parsons.
Few documents in world history can match the
inspirational impact of the New Testament. For all its
variety - gospels, letters and visions - this firstcentury
collection of texts keeps always at its centre the
enigmatic figure of Joshua/Jesus: the Jewish prophet
who gathered a group around him, proclaimed the
imminent end of the world, but was made captive by the
authorities of Rome only to suffer a shameful criminal's
death on a cross. When his followers (including former
persecutor Saul/Paul) became convinced that Jesus had
defeated extinction, and had risen again to fresh life, the
movement crossed over from Palestine to ignite the
entire Greco-Roman Mediterranean world. The author
shows how the writings of this vibrant new faith came
into being from oral transmission and then became the
pillar of a great world religion. He explores their many
varied usages in music, liturgy, art, language and
literature. In discussing its textual origins, as well as its
later reception, Moxnes shows above all how the New
Testament has been employed both as a tool for
liberation and as a means of power and control.
A major new book on the archaeology of Rome. The
chapters, by an impressive list of contributors, are written
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to be as up-to-date and useful as possible, detailing lots
of new research. There are new maps for the topography
and monuments of Rome, a huge research bibliography
containing 1,700 titles and the volume is richly illustrated.
Essential for all Roman scholars and students. Contents:
Preface: a bird's eye view ( Peter Wiseman );
Introduction ( Jon Coulston and Hazel Dodge ); Early
and Archaic Rome ( Christopher Smith ); The city of
Rome in the Middle Republic ( Tim Cornell ); The moral
museum: Augustus and the image of Rome ( Susan
Walker ); Armed and belted men: the soldiery in Imperial
Rome ( Jon Coulston ); The construction industry in
Imperial Rome ( Janet Delaine and G Aldrete ); The
feeding of Imperial Rome: the mechanics of the food
supply system ( David Mattingly ); `Greater than the
pyramids': the water supply of ancient Rome ( Hazel
Dodge ); Entertaining Rome ( Kathleen Coleman ); Living
and dying in the city of Rome: houses and tombs ( John
Patterson ); Religions of Rome ( Simon Price ); Rome in
the Late Empire ( Neil Christie ); Archaeology and
innovation ( Hugh Petter ); Appendix: Sources for the
study of ancient Rome ( Jon Coulston and Hazel Dodge
).
Christianity and monasticism have long flourished along
the Nile in Middle Egypt, the region stretching from alBahnasa (Oxyrhynchus) to Dayr al-Ganadla. The
contributors to this volume, international specialists in
Coptology from around the world, examine various
aspects of Coptic civilization in Middle Egypt over the
past two millennia. The studies explore Coptic art and
archaeology, architecture, language, and literature. The
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artistic heritage of monastic sites in the region is
highlighted, attesting to their important legacies.
During excavation work in 1955, a unique discovery of
early Christian art was made in Rome. Below the city
was a catacomb system containing a unique and
previously unknown collection of paintings and
decoration. This book tells of the discovery and of the
research and preservation work carried out to conserve
it.
This title was first published in 2000: Reverent memorial
for the dead was the inspiration for the production of a
significant category of artworks during the Middle Ages artworks aimed as much at the laity as at the clergy, and
intended to maintain, symbolically, the presence of the
dead. Memoria, the term that describes the formal,
liturgical memory of the dead, also includes artworks
intended to house and honour the deceased. This book
explores the ways in which medieval Christians sought to
memorialize the deceased: with tombs, cenotaphs, altars
and other furnishings connected to a real or symbolic
burial site. A dozen essays analyze strategies for
commemoration from the 4th to the 15th century: the
means by which human memory could be activated or
manipulated through the interaction between
monuments, their setting, and the visitor. Building upon
from the growing body of literature on memory in the
Middle Ages, the collection focuses on the tomb
monument and its context as a complex to define what is
to be remembered, to fix memory, and to facilitate
recollection. Remembering depended upon the
emotionally charged interaction between the visitor, the
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funerary monument, strategically placed images or
inscriptions, the liturgy and its participants.
Commemorative artworks may consolidate social bonds
as well as individual memory, as put forth in this volume.
Parallels are drawn between mnemonic devices utilized
in the Middle Ages, the design of monuments and
contemporary scientific research in cognitive
neuropsychology. The papers were originally presented
at the 1994 meetings of the College Art Association and
the International Congresses of Medieval Studies at
Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, and the
University of Leeds, England, in 1995.
Jesus Christ is arguably the most famous man who ever
lived. His image adorns countless churches, icons, and
paintings. He is the subject of millions of statues,
sculptures, devotional objects and works of art. Everyone
can conjure an image of Jesus: usually as a handsome,
white man with flowing locks and pristine linen robes. But
what did Jesus really look like? Is our popular image of
Jesus overly westernized and untrue to historical reality?
This question continues to fascinate. Leading Christian
Origins scholar Joan E. Taylor surveys the historical
evidence, and the prevalent image of Jesus in art and
culture, to suggest an entirely different vision of this most
famous of men. He may even have had short hair.
Redemption and Resistance brings together an eminent cast
of contributors to provide a state-of-the-art discussion of
Messianism as a topic of political and religious commitment
and controversy. By surveying this motif over nearly a
thousand years with the help of a focused historical and
political searchlight, this volume is sure to break fresh ground.
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It will serve as an attractive contribution to the history of
ancient Judaism and Christianity, of the complex and often
problematic relationship between them, and of the conflicting
loyalties their hopes for redemption created vis-à-vis a public
order that was at first pagan and later Christian. Although
each chapter is designed to stand on its own as an
introduction to the topic at hand, the overall argument unfolds
a coherent history. The first two parts, on pre-Christian
Jewish and primitive Christian Messianism, set the stage by
identifying two entities that in Part III are then addressed in
the development of their explicit relationship in a GraecoRoman world marked by violent persecution of Jewish and
Christian hopes and loyalties. The story is then explored
beyond the Constantinian turn and its abortive reversal under
Julian, to the Christian Empire up to the rise of Islam.
An outstanding resource for high school readers and first-year
college students, this book explores early Christianity from its
beginnings in the first century through the fourth century
when Christianity went from a persecuted faith to the only
legalized faith in the Roman Empire. • Provides readers with
a broad understanding of early Christianity from the time of
Jesus to the fall of Rome and an appreciation for how early
Christian communities spread throughout the Empire •
Examines a number of key topics that relate to the varied
communities that made up early Christianity • Provides
readers with multiple primary documents in order to better
understand early Christianity and offer opportunities to apply
their critical thinking skills • Supports NCHS World History
content standards for Era 3, Standard 3B
Since its publication in 2000, The Early Christian World has
come to be regarded by scholars, students and the general
reader as one of the most informative and accessible works in
English on the origins, development, character and major
figures of early Christianity. In this new edition, the strengths
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of the first edition are retained. These include the book’s
attractive architecture that initially takes a reader through the
context and historical development of early Christianity; the
essays in critical areas such as community formation,
everyday experience, the intellectual and artistic heritage,
and external and internal challenges; and the profiles on the
most influential early Christian figures. The book also
preserves its strong stress on the social reality of early
Christianity and continues its distinctive use of hundreds of
illustrations and maps to bring that world to life. Yet the years
that have passed since the first edition was published have
seen great advances made in our understanding of early
Christianity in its world. This new edition fully reflects these
developments and provides the reader with authoritative,
lively and up-to-date access to the early Christian world. A
quarter of the text is entirely new and the remaining essays
have all been carefully revised and updated by their authors.
Some of the new material relates to Christian culture
(including book culture, canonical and non-canonical
scriptures, saints and hagiography, and translation across
cultures). But there are also new essays on: Jewish and
Christian interaction in the early centuries; ritual; the New
Testament in Roman Britain; Manichaeism; Pachomius the
Great and Gregory of Nyssa. This new edition will serve its
readers for many years to come.
Archaeology still has many things to reveal about the life and
world of Jesus of Nazareth. To touch a two-thousand-year-old
pot held by a Jew who lived in a small village frequented by
Jesus can bring us closer to understanding those who were
touched by Jesus.Jesus and Archaeology contains the
revised and edited lectures that leading archaeologists and
biblical scholars presented at a gathering in Jerusalem to
celebrate the new millennium. Many contributors came
directly from their excavations in places like Bethsaida,
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Capernaum, Nazareth, and Jerusalem to share their
discoveries and insights, focusing on the question In what
ways do new archaeological discoveries clarify the world, life,
and thought of Jesus from Nazareth? Readers of Jesus and
Archaeology will gain many new insights into the life and
times of this fascinating Galilean J ew.Contributors: Paul N.
AndersonRami AravDan BahatRichard A. BateyAvraham
BiranBrian J. CapperJames H. CharlesworthBruce
ChiltonJames D. G. DunnJ. K. ElliottEsther EshelCraig A.
EvansSean FreyneYizhar HirschfeldWilliam KlassenJohn S.
KloppenborgAchim LichtenbergerFrédéric MannsJohn
PainterMichele Piccirillo, O.F.M.Bargil Pixner, O.S.B.Emile
PuechJohn ReumannPeter RichardsonHenry W. M.
RietzDaniel R. SchwartzBenedict Thomas Viviano, O.P.Urban
C. von WahldeJohn W. WelchJürgen ZangenbergJoseph E.
Zias
This book, copiously illustrated throughout, studies the
garments and their accessories worn by some 245 figures
represented on approximately 41 mosaic floors (some only
partially preserved) that once decorated both public and
private structures within the historical-geographical area of
Eretz Israel in Late Antiquity.
This work decodes the key themes, signs and symbols found
in Christian art - the Eucharist, the Crucifixion, the Virgin
Mary. It also explores the theological and historical
background of Christian imagery, from the devotional works
of the medieval and Renaissance periods, to the 21st
century.
Back cover: In this work, John Granger Cook argues that
there is no fundamental difference between Paul's conception
of the resurrection body and that of the Gospels; and, the
resurresction and translation stories of antiquity help explain
the willingness of Mediterranean people to accept the Gospel
of a risen savior.
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In recent years, art historians such as Johannes Deckers
(Picturing the Bible, 2009) have argued for a significant
transition in fourth- and fifth-century images of Jesus following
the conversion of Constantine. Broadly speaking, they
perceive the image of a peaceful, benevolent shepherd
transformed into a powerful, enthroned Jesus, mimicking and
mirroring the dominance and authority of the emperor. The
powers of church and state are thus conveniently synthesized
in such a potent image. This deeply rooted position assumes
that ante-pacem images of Jesus were uniformly humble
while post-Constantinian images exuded the grandeur of
power and glory. The Art of Empire contends that the art and
imagery of Late Antiquity merits a more nuanced
understanding of the context of the imperial period before and
after Constantine. The chapters in this collection each treat
an aspect of the relationship between early Christian art and
the rituals, practices, or imagery of the Empire, and offer a
new and fresh perspective on the development of Christian
art in its imperial background.
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