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Freedom of religion or belief is deeply entrenched in
international human rights conventions and
constitutional traditions around the world. Article 18
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
enshrines the right to freedom of thought,
conscience, and religion as does the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which the
United Nations General Assembly adopted in 1966.
A rich jurisprudence on freedom of religion or belief
is based on the European Convention on Human
Rights, drafted in 1950 by the Council of Europe.
Similar regional guarantees exist in the framework of
the Organization of American States as well as
within the African Union. Freedom of religion or
belief has found recognition in numerous national
constitutions, and some governments have shown a
particularly strong commitment to the international
promotion of this right. As Heiner Bielefeldt and
Michael Wiener observe, however, freedom of
religion or belief remains a source of political conflict,
legal controversy, and intellectual debate. In
Religious Freedom Under Scrutiny, Bielefeldt and
Wiener explore various critiques leveled at this right.
For example, does freedom of religion contribute to
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the spread of Western neoliberal values to the
detriment of religious and cultural diversity? Can
religious freedom serve as the entry point for
antifeminist agendas within the human rights
framework? Drawing on their considerable
experience in the field, Bielefeldt and Wiener provide
a typological overview and analysis of violations
around the world that illustrate the underlying
principles as well as the relationship between
freedom of religion or belief and other human rights.
Religious Freedom Under Scrutiny argues that
without freedom of religion or belief, human rights
cannot fully address our complex needs, yearnings,
and vulnerabilities as human beings. Furthermore,
ignoring or marginalizing freedom of religion or belief
would weaken the plausibility, attractiveness, and
legitimacy of the entire system of human rights.
Maps the UN legal instruments relevant for the
protection and promotion of the rights to freedom of
expression and information.
An esteemed philosopher offers a vision for the
central role of one of our most cherished—and
controversial—ideas. In this rigorous distillation of his
political philosophy, Philip Pettit, author of the
landmark work Republicanism, champions a simple
standard for our most complex political judgments,
offering a challenging ideal that nevertheless holds
out a real prospect for social and democratic
progress. Whereas many thinkers define freedom as
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the absence of interference—we are left alone to do
as we please—Pettit demands that in their basic life
choices free persons should not even be subject to a
power of interference on the part of others. This
notion of freedom as non-domination offers a
yardstick for gauging social and democratic progress
and provides a simple, unifying standard for
analyzing our most entangled political quandaries.
Pettit reaffirms the ideal, already present in the
Roman Republic, of a free citizenry who enjoy equal
status with one another, being individually protected
by a law that they together control. After sketching a
fresh history of freedom, he turns to the implications
of the ideal for social, democratic, and international
justice. Should the state erect systems for delivering
mandatory healthcare coverage to its citizens?
Should voting be a citizen’s only means of
influencing political leaders? Are the demands of the
United Nations to be heeded when they betray the
sovereignty of the state? Pettit shows how these and
other questions should be resolved within a civic
republican perspective. Concise and elegant in its
rhetoric and ultimately radical in its reimagining of
our social arrangements, Just Freedom is neither a
theoretical treatise nor a practical manifesto, but
rather an ardent attempt to elaborate the demands of
freedom and justice in our time.
"The basic structure of the Guide is geared towards
supporting a systematic and comprehensive
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translation of universal human rights standards into
indicators that are contextually relevant. This
approach favours using objective information which
is easily available, or can be collected, for monitoring
the national implementation of human rights. This
requires the reader to: [1] Understand the conceptual
approach so as to identify indicators, after
developing a preliminary understanding of the
human rights normative framework; [2] Explore the
alternative data-generating methods to populate the
selected indicators; and [3] Apply and interpret the
numbers that go with an indicator so as to build an
assessment on the state of human rights."--P. 8.
Eleanor Roosevelt played a pivotal role in creating
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)
in the aftermath of World War II and the Holocaust.
Following the death of her husband, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt, she participated in the birth of
the United Nations and embraced a new role,
advocating across the globe for human rights. Using
original sources, this resource documents Eleanor's
development into a diplomat and renowned human
rights leader of the twentieth century, and shows the
challenges and determination required to realize the
UDHR.
The United Nations and Freedom of Expression and
InformationCambridge University Press
This book explores the political struggle to interpret
and define the meaning, the scope and the
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implications of human rights norms in general and
freedom of expression in particular. From the
Rushdie affair and the Danish cartoon affair to the
Charlie Hebdo massacre and draconian legislation
against blasphemy worldwide, the tensions between
free speech ideals and religious sensitivities have
polarized global public opinion and the international
community of states, triggering fierce political power
struggles in the corridors of the UN. Inspired by
theories of norm diffusion in International Relations,
Skorini investigates how the struggle to define the
limits of free speech vis-à-vis religion unfolds within
the UN system. Revealing how human rights
terminology is used and misused, the book also
considers how the human rights vision paradoxically
contains the potential to justify human rights
violations in practice. The author explains how states
exercise power within the field of international
human rights politics and how non-democratic states
strategically apply mainstream human rights
language and secular human rights law in order to
justify authoritarian religious censorship norms both
nationally and internationally. This interdisciplinary
book will appeal to scholars and students
researching international human rights, religion and
politics. The empirical chapters are also relevant for
professionals and activists within the field of human
rights.
The Nature of Human Rights.
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European Convention on Human Rights – Article 10 –
Freedom of expression 1. Everyone has the right to freedom
of expression. This right shall include freedom to hold
opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas
without interference by public authority and regardless of
frontiers. This article shall not prevent States from requiring
the licensing of broadcasting, television or cinema
enterprises. 2. The exercise of these freedoms, since it
carries with it duties and responsibilities, may be subject to
such formalities, conditions, restrictions or penalties as are
prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society,
in the interests of national security, territorial integrity or public
safety, for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the
protection of health or morals, for the protection of the
reputation or rights of others, for preventing the disclosure of
information received in confidence, or for maintaining the
authority and impartiality of the judiciary. In the context of an
effective democracy and respect for human rights mentioned
in the Preamble to the European Convention on Human
Rights, freedom of expression is not only important in its own
right, but it also plays a central part in the protection of other
rights under the Convention. Without a broad guarantee of
the right to freedom of expression protected by independent
and impartial courts, there is no free country, there is no
democracy. This general proposition is undeniable. This
handbook is a practical tool for legal professionals from
Council of Europe member states who wish to strengthen
their skills in applying the European Convention on Human
Rights and the case law of the European Court of Human
Rights in their daily work.
The Global Citizenship Commission was convened, under the
leadership of former British Prime Minister Gordon Brown and
the auspices of NYU’s Global Institute for Advanced Study,
to re-examine the spirit and stirring words of The Universal
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Declaration of Human Rights. The result – this volume –
offers a 21st-century commentary on the original document,
furthering the work of human rights and illuminating the ideal
of global citizenship. What does it mean for each of us to be
members of a global community? Since 1948, the Declaration
has stood as a beacon and a standard for a better world. Yet
the work of making its ideals real is far from over. Hideous
and systemic human rights abuses continue to be perpetrated
at an alarming rate around the world. Too many people,
particularly those in power, are hostile to human rights or
indifferent to their claims. Meanwhile, our global
interdependence deepens. Bringing together world leaders
and thinkers in the fields of politics, ethics, and philosophy,
the Commission set out to develop a common understanding
of the meaning of global citizenship – one that arises from
basic human rights and empowers every individual in the
world. This landmark report affirms the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and seeks to renew the 1948 enterprise,
and the very ideal of the human family, for our day and
generation.
This collection of thirteen new essays is the first to examine,
from a range of disciplinary perspectives, how the new
technologies and global reach of the Internet are changing
the theory and practice of free speech. The rapid expansion
of online communication, as well as the changing roles of
government and private organizations in monitoring and
regulating the digital world, give rise to new questions,
including: How do philosophical defenses of the right to
freedom of expression, developed in the age of the town
square and the printing press, apply in the digital age?
Should search engines be covered by free speech principles?
How should international conflicts over online speech
regulations be resolved? Is there a right to be forgotten that is
at odds with the right to free speech? How has the Internet
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facilitated new speech-based harms such as cyber-stalking,
twitter-trolling, and revenge porn, and how should these
harms be addressed? The contributors to this groundbreaking
volume include philosophers, legal theorists, political
scientists, communications scholars, public policy makers,
and activists.
As the world's only truly universal global organization, the
United Nations has become the foremost forum to address
issues that transcend national boundaries and cannot be
resolved by any one country acting alone. This authoritative
reference provides a comprehensive introduction and
overview of the work of the UN in key areas of international
peace and security, economic and social development,
human rights, and humanitarian action.
This book provides the first comprehensive assessment of the
contribution of the United Nations to the human rights
situation of the Bahá ís in Iran. It does this by examining the
theoretical, legal, institutional and political dimensions of this
issue in detail. The situation of the Bahá í community in Iran
between 1979 and 2002 provides a particularly good test
case for the international community due to its clarity. By
giving attention to a singular case within a discrete time
frame, this book is able to effectively examine the impact of
UN human rights protection. Attention is given in this study to
the clash between religion and human rights, the protection of
freedom of religion or belief in international law, the workings
of UN human rights charter-based and treaty bodies and their
various mechanisms, and recommendations for the resolution
of the Bahá í human rights situation in Iran.
Religious freedom is recognized as a basic human right,
guaranteed by nearly all national constitutions. Anna Su
charts the rise of religious freedom as an ideal firmly
enshrined in international law and shows how America’s
promotion of the cause of individuals worldwide to freely
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practice their faith advanced its ascent as a global power.
Freedom in the World contains both comparative ratings and
written narratives and is now the standard reference work for
measuring the progress and decline in political rights and civil
liberties on a global basis.
Rights of the Child.
There is, literally, a world of difference between the
statements "Everyone should have adequate food," and
"Everyone has the right to adequate food." In George Kent's
view, the lofty rhetoric of the first statement will not be fulfilled
until we take the second statement seriously. Kent sees
hunger as a deeply political problem. Too many people do not
have adequate control over local resources and cannot
create the circumstances that would allow them to do
meaningful, productive work and provide for themselves. The
human right to an adequate livelihood, including the human
right to adequate food, needs to be implemented worldwide in
a systematic way. Freedom from Want makes it clear that
feeding people will not solve the problem of hunger, for
feeding programs can only be a short-term treatment of a
symptom, not a cure. The real solution lies in empowering the
poor. Governments, in particular, must ensure that their
people face enabling conditions that allow citizens to provide
for themselves. In a wider sense, Kent brings an
understanding of human rights as a universal system,
applicable to all nations on a global scale. If, as Kent argues,
everyone has a human right to adequate food, it follows that
those who can empower the poor have a duty to see that
right implemented, and the obligation to be held morally and
legally accountable, for seeing that that right is realized for
everyone, everywhere.
An invaluable resource for students of law, politics,
international relations and technology as well as for diplomats
and civil society actors, this publication demonstrates how the
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Council of Europe contributes to ensuring that everyone’s
voice online can be heard. This is key to sustainable, human
rights oriented and people-centred digitalisation. Human
rights matter on the internet. Without freedom of expression,
people cannot participate in everything that the information
society has to offer. Yet online free speech is in danger.
Between state laws, private rules and algorithms, full
participation in the online communicative space faces many
challenges. This publication explores the profound impact of
the internet on free expression and how it can be effectively
secured online. The second, updated edition of this
introduction into the protection of freedom of expression
online answers essential questions regarding the extent and
limits of freedom of expression online and the role of social
networks, courts, states and organisations in online
communication spaces. In clear language, with vivid
examples spanning two decades of internet law, the authors
answer questions on freedom of expression in cyberspace.
Addressing issues from the protection of bloggers to the right
to access online information, the publication also shows the
importance of the standard-setting, monitoring and promotion
activities of international and non-governmental organisations
and includes a chapter on relevant national practice. It pays
special attention to the role of European human rights law
and the Council of Europe as this region’s most important
human rights organisation.
Reproduction of the original: State of the Union Addresses by
Franklin D. Roosevelt
This volume brings together leading experts from a variety of
fields to critically evaluate the extent to which global norms on
freedom of expression and information have been established
and which actors and institutions have contributed to their
diffusion.
This volume constitutes a commentary on Article 14 of the
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United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child,
guaranteeing the right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion.

Mankind's preoccupation with survival in this age has
given renewed impetus to the idea of a world
community deeply concerned with the prevention of
friction between nations. The achievement to date
has been largely in terms of efforts to control acts of
aggression committed by governments. Most people
have assumed that the military rivalry between the
great powers is the only threat confronting the world
today. While readily conceding that this threat has
placed mankind in a highly precarious situation, this
book, on the other hand, reflects my conviction that
any program designed to attain world peace will be
significantly incomplete without the control of hostile
actions which private persons have been known to
commit against foreign nations. Experience shows
that these actions not only endanger the good re
lations between states, but are also likely to plunge
the world com munity into wars, thus spreading
destruction and human suffering everywhere.
A collection of United Nations documents associated
with the drafting of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, these volumes facilitate research into
the scope of, meaning of and intent behind the
instrument's provisions. It permits an examination of
the various drafts of what became the thirty articles
of the Declaration, including one of the earliest
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documents – a compilation of human rights
provisions from national constitutions, organised
thematically. The documents are organised
chronologically and thorough thematic indexing
facilitates research into the origins of specific rights
and norms. It is also annotated in order to provide
information relating to names, places, events and
concepts that might have been familiar in the late
1940s but are today more obscure.
This publication reproduces the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, and the nine core
international human rights treaties and their optional
protocols in a user-friendly format to make them
more accessible, in particular to government
officials, civil society, human rights defenders, legal
practitioners, scholars, individual citizens and others
with an interest in human rights norms and
standards.
This journal aims to contribute to the advancement
of knowledge and awareness of the international
community's priority issues in the field of justice,
crime prevention and human rights. The Magazine
pursues the promotion of innovative dialogue by
spreading awareness, creating consensus and a
sense of shared responsibility of the problems that
affect the global community. As a forum for longterm change, the Magazine endeavors to promote
democratic values, civil stability, and aid the
international community in developing actions
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towards greater peace, justice and security for all
members of social, civil and political society.
This publication offers a groundbreaking look at
recent evolutions in media freedom, independence,
pluralism and journalist safety. These areas are
explored in depth in each region and with respect to
gender and global media. The overarching trend
observed throughout the study is one of disruption
brought on by technology and to a lesser extent the
global economic crisis, with mixed results for
freedom of expression and media development.
World Trends in Freedom of Expression and Media
Development is a key resource for governments, the
media, academia, the private sector and civil society,
and is an essential read for anyone interested in the
contemporary media environment.
This volume constitutes a commentary on Article 13
of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child, dealing with the right to freedom of
expression. It is part of the series, A Commentary on
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child, which provides an article by article analysis of
all substantive, organizational and procedural
provisions of the CRC and its two Optional
Protocols. For every article, a comparison with
related human rights provisions is made, followed by
an in-depth exploration of the nature and scope of
State obligations deriving from that article. The
series constitutes an essential tool for actors in the
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field of children's rights, including academics,
students, judges, grassroots workers, governmental,
non-governmental and international officers. The
series is sponsored by the Belgian Federal Science
Policy Office.
Freedom in the World, the Freedom House flagship
survey whose findings have been published annually
since 1972, is the standard-setting comparative
assessment of global political rights and civil
liberties. The survey ratings and narrative reports on
193 countries and a group of select territories are
used by policy makers, the media, international
corporations, and civic activists and human rights
defenders to monitor trends in democracy and track
improvements and setbacks in freedom worldwide.
Press accounts of the survey findings appear in
hundreds of influential newspapers in the United
States and abroad and form the basis of numerous
radio and television reports. The Freedom in the
World political rights and civil liberties ratings are
determined through a multi-layered process of
research and evaluation by a team of regional
analysts and eminent scholars. The analysts used a
broad range of sources of information, including
foreign and domestic news reports, academic
studies, nongovernmental organizations, think tanks,
individual professional contacts, and visits to the
region, in conducting their research. The
methodology of the survey is derived in large
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measure from the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, and these standards are applied to all
countries and territories, irrespective of geographical
location, ethnic or religious composition, or level of
economic development.
Independent legal professionals play a key role in
the administration of justice and the protection of
human rights. Judges, prosecutors and lawyers need
access to information on human rights standards laid
down in the main international legal instruments and
to related jurisprudence developed by universal and
regional monitoring bodies. This publication, which
includes a manual and a facilitator's guide, seeks to
provide a comprehensive core curriculum on
international human rights standards for legal
professionals. It includes a CD-ROM containing the
full electronic text of the manual in pdf format.
In this commentary, Aoife Daly provides analysis of
the right of children to freedom of association and
assembly. It draws-out particularly child-specific
elements such as those concerning family and
friends, and in doing so reconceptualizes
understandings of this crucial right.
This Handbook provides in one volume an
authoritative and independent treatment of the UN's
seventy-year history, written by an international cast
of more than 50 distinguished scholars, analysts,
and practitioners. It provides a clear and penetrating
examination of the UN's development since 1945
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and the challenges and opportunities now facing the
organization. It assesses the implications for the UN
of rapid changes in the world - from technological
innovation to shifting foreign policy priorities - and
the UN's future place in a changing multilateral
landscape. Citations and additional readings contain
a wealth of primary and secondary references to the
history, politics, and law of the world organization.
This key reference also contains appendices of the
UN Charter, the Statute of the International Court of
Justice, and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.
Chauffour makes the case that applying freedom in
all its economic, civil, and political dimensions to
international development and human rights efforts
is the only way to make real headway in solving the
problems associated with poverty.
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