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The Tudors The Complete Story Of
Englands Most Notorious Dynasty
Peter Ackroyd, one of Britain's most acclaimed writers, brings
the age of the Tudors to vivid life in this monumental book in
his The History of England series, charting the course of
English history from Henry VIII's cataclysmic break with
Rome to the epic rule of Elizabeth I. Rich in detail and
atmosphere, Peter Ackroyd's Tudors is the story of Henry
VIII's relentless pursuit of both the perfect wife and the perfect
heir; of how the brief reign of the teenage king, Edward VI,
gave way to the violent reimposition of Catholicism and the
stench of bonfires under "Bloody Mary." It tells, too, of the
long reign of Elizabeth I, which, though marked by civil strife,
plots against the queen and even an invasion force, finally
brought stability. Above all, however, it is the story of the
English Reformation and the making of the Anglican Church.
At the beginning of the sixteenth century, England was still
largely feudal and looked to Rome for direction; at its end, it
was a country where good governance was the duty of the
state, not the church, and where men and women began to
look to themselves for answers rather than to those who ruled
them.
An evocative historical novel chronicles the life of Henry VIII's
first wife, Katharine of Aragon, from her early days in England
after being sent from Spain to marry Henry's sickly older
brother, through her subsequent marriage to Henry, to the
divorce that ignited a storm of controversy that changed
history. Reprint. 30,000 first printing.
Divorced, beheaded, died, Divorced, beheaded, survived. –
the fates of Henry VIII’s wives Beginning with the victory of
Henry Tudor over Richard III at Bosworth Field in 1485, and
ending with the death of the childless Elizabeth I in 1603
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following a 45-year reign, the Tudor dynasty marks a period in
British history where England was transformed from a minor
medieval kingdom to a preeminent European power on the
verge of empire. Yet this period of great upheaval had a dark
side: Henry VIII’s notorious break with the Roman Catholic
Church and his divorce or execution of four of his six wives;
the sad story of teenaged Lady Jane Grey, who was monarch
for just nine days before being executed in favor of the
Catholic Mary I; and Queen Elizabeth I, who defeated the
Spanish Armada, suppressed the Irish rebellion, and
sponsored pirates and slave traders in the quest for new
territories in America. Illustrated with 180 photographs,
paintings, and illustrations, Dark History of the Tudors is a
fascinating, accessible account of the murder, adultery, and
religious turmoil that characterized England’s most infamous
royal dynasty.
Shortlisted for the Wolfson History Prize 2018 A Book of the
Year for the Evening Standard and the Observer A black
porter publicly whips a white Englishman in the hall of a
Gloucestershire manor house. A Moroccan woman is
baptised in a London church. Henry VIII dispatches a
Mauritanian diver to salvage lost treasures from the Mary
Rose. From long-forgotten records emerge the remarkable
stories of Africans who lived free in Tudor England… They
were present at some of the defining moments of the age.
They were christened, married and buried by the Church.
They were paid wages like any other Tudors. The untold
stories of the Black Tudors, dazzlingly brought to life by
Kaufmann, will transform how we see this most intriguing
period of history.
First published as part of the best-selling The Oxford
Illustrated History of Britain, John Guy's Very Short
Introduction to The Tudors is the most authoritative short
introduction to this age in British history. It offers a compelling
Page 2/26

Download File PDF The Tudors The Complete
Story Of Englands Most Notorious Dynasty
account of the political, religious and economic changes of
the country under such leading monarchs as Henry VIII and
Elizabeth I. The work has been substantially revised and
updated for this edition. In particular, the reigns of Henry VII,
Edward VI, and Philip and Mary are comprehensively
reassessed.
The latest novel from #1 New York Times bestselling author
Philippa Gregory features one of the most famous women in
history, Lady Jane Grey, and her two sisters, each of whom
dared to defy her queen. Jane Grey was queen of England
for nine days. Her father and his allies crowned her instead of
the dead king’s half-sister Mary Tudor, who quickly mustered
an army, claimed her throne, and locked Jane in the Tower of
London. When Jane refused to betray her Protestant faith,
Mary sent her to the executioner’s block, where Jane
transformed her father’s greedy power-grab into tragic
martyrdom. “Learn you to die,” was the advice Jane wrote to
her younger sister Katherine, who has no intention of dying.
She intends to enjoy her beauty and her youth and fall in
love. But she is heir to the insecure and infertile Queen Mary
and then to her sister Queen Elizabeth, who will never allow
Katherine to marry and produce a Tudor son. When
Katherine’s pregnancy betrays her secret marriage, she
faces imprisonment in the Tower, only yards from her sister’s
scaffold. “Farewell, my sister,” writes Katherine to the
youngest Grey sister, Mary. A beautiful dwarf, disregarded by
the court, Mary keeps family secrets, especially her own,
while avoiding Elizabeth’s suspicious glare. After seeing her
sisters defy their queens, Mary is acutely aware of her own
danger, but determined to command her own life. What will
happen when the last Tudor defies her ruthless and
unforgiving cousin Queen Elizabeth?
The TudorsThe Complete Story of England's Most Notorious
DynastyBantam
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Married to loyal Lancaster supporter Sir Richard Pole to
minimize her claim to the throne of Henry VII, Margaret
becomes an advisor to newlyweds Prince Arthur and
Katherine of Aragon before witnessing the rapid ascent of
Henry VIII. By the best-selling author of The White Princess.
200,000 first printing.
The nine Tudor novels by beloved novelist Jean Plaidy are
now available as one complete series spanning sixteenthcentury England. This exciting collection includes a brandnew character guide, along with reading group guides for
seven books. Read all nine novels in order for the first time
digitally and delve into the lives of this fascinating dynasty—full
of intrigue, betrayal, marriages, and deaths, in a complete
package, never before available. 1. To Hold the Crown In this
sweeping tale of marriage and power, love and heartbreak,
Henry VII and Elizabeth of York’s troubled ascension to the
throne of England ultimately launches the Tudor dynasty. 2.
Katharine of Aragon Katharine of Aragon held her husband
Henry VIII’s affection—but only for so long. 3. Murder Most
Royal One powerful king. Two tragic queens. Sophisticated
Anne Boleyn and innocent Catherine Howard meet with the
all-consuming—and fickle—passions of tempestuous King
Henry VIII. 4. The King’s Confidante The King’s servant, but
God’s first. The English lawyer Sir Thomas More rises to
become King Henry VIII’s most trusted advisor, but his
refusal to recognize Henry as the supreme head of the
Church of England ends his political career . . . and leads to
his trial for treason. 5. The Sixth Wife Dangerous court
intrigue and affairs of the heart collide during the story of
Katherine Parr, the last of Henry VIII’s six queens. 6. The
Thistle and the Rose The story of Princess Margaret Tudor,
whose life of tragedy, bloodshed, and scandal would rival
even that of her younger brother, Henry VIII. 7. Mary, Queen
of France The story of Princess Mary Tudor, a celebrated
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beauty and born rebel who would defy the most powerful king
in Europe—her older brother. 8. For a Queen’s Love Powerhungry monarch, cold-blooded murderer, obsessive
monster—who could love such a man? Set against the
glittering courts of sixteenth-century Europe, the Spain of the
dreaded Inquisition, and the tortured England of Bloody Mary,
this is the story of Philip II of Spain—and of the women who
loved him as a husband and father. 9. A Favorite of the
Queen Torn between her heart’s passion and duty to her
kingdom, Elizabeth I must make a decision that will shape her
country and place her name in history forever.

Based on Showtimes hot new series "The
Tudors"--an intimate and daring drama that portrays
the early years of an idealistic, lustful tyrant torn
between bedding his wives and mistresses while
conquering Europe--this companion book offers a
behind-the-scenes look at the show.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • For the first
time in decades comes a fresh look at the fabled
Tudor dynasty, comprising some of the most
enigmatic figures ever to rule a country. “A
thoroughly readable and often compelling narrative .
. . Five centuries have not diminished the appetite for
all things Tudor.”—Associated Press In 1485, young
Henry Tudor, whose claim to the throne was so
weak as to be almost laughable, crossed the English
Channel from France at the head of a ragtag little
army and took the crown from the family that had
ruled England for almost four hundred years. Half a
century later his son, Henry VIII, desperate to rid
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himself of his first wife in order to marry a second,
launched a reign of terror aimed at taking powers no
previous monarch had even dreamed of possessing.
In the process he plunged his kingdom into
generations of division and disorder, creating a
legacy of blood and betrayal that would blight the
lives of his children and the destiny of his country.
The boy king Edward VI, a fervent believer in
reforming the English church, died before bringing to
fruition his dream of a second English Reformation.
Mary I, the disgraced daughter of Catherine of
Aragon, tried and failed to reestablish the Catholic
Church and produce an heir. And finally came
Elizabeth I, who devoted her life to creating an
image of herself as Gloriana the Virgin Queen but,
behind that mask, sacrificed all chance of personal
happiness in order to survive. The Tudors weaves
together all the sinners and saints, the tragedies and
triumphs, the high dreams and dark crimes, that
reveal the Tudor era to be, in its enthralling,
notorious truth, as momentous and as fascinating as
the fictions audiences have come to love. BONUS:
This edition contains a The Tudors discussion guide.
Praise for The Tudors “A rich and vibrant
tapestry.”—The Star-Ledger “A thoroughly readable
and often compelling narrative . . . Five centuries
have not diminished the appetite for all things
Tudor.”—Associated Press “Energetic and
comprehensive . . . [a] sweeping history of the
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gloriously infamous Tudor era . . . Unlike the
somewhat ponderous British biographies of the
Henrys, Elizabeths, and Boleyns that seem to pop
up perennially, The Tudors displays flashy, fresh
irreverence [and cuts] to the quick of the
action.”—Kirkus Reviews “[A] cheeky, nuanced, and
authoritative perspective . . . brims with enriching
background discussions.”—Publishers Weekly “[A]
lively new history.”—Bloomberg
The Tudors are England’s most notorious royal
family. But, as Leanda de Lisle’s gripping new
history reveals, they are a family still more
extraordinary than the one we thought we knew. The
Tudor canon typically starts with the Battle of
Bosworth in 1485, before speeding on to Henry VIII
and the Reformation. But this leaves out the family’s
obscure Welsh origins, the ordinary man known as
Owen Tudor who would fall (literally) into a Queen’s
lap—and later her bed. It passes by the courage of
Margaret Beaufort, the pregnant thirteen-year-old girl
who would help found the Tudor dynasty, and the
childhood and painful exile of her son, the future
Henry VII. It ignores the fact that the Tudors were
shaped by their past—those parts they wished to
remember and those they wished to forget. By
creating a full family portrait set against the
background of this past, de Lisle enables us to see
the Tudor dynasty in its own terms, and presents
new perspectives and revelations on key figures and
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events. De Lisle discovers a family dominated by
remarkable women doing everything possible to
secure its future; shows why the princes in the
Tower had to vanish; and reexamines the bloodiness
of Mary’s reign, Elizabeth’s fraught relationships
with her cousins, and the true significance of
previously overlooked figures. Throughout the Tudor
story, Leanda de Lisle emphasizes the supreme
importance of achieving peace and stability in a
violent and uncertain world, and of protecting and
securing the bloodline. Tudor is bristling with
religious and political intrigue but at heart is a thrilling
story of one family’s determined and flamboyant
ambition.
A new and comprehensive overview of the complete
Tudor dynasty taking in the most recent scholarship.
A fan's companion to the Showtime series about the
early reign of Henry VIII offers a fictionalized
recounting of the iconic monarch's dalliances with
Katherine of Aragon and Anne Boleyn, as well as his
political relationships with such figures as Sir
Thomas More, Cardinal Wolsey, and Charles
Brandon. Original. 15,000 first printing. (A Showtime
series, starring Jonathan Rhys Meyers, Sam Neill,
Natalie Dormer, Jonathan Northam, Henry Cavill,
and others) (Historical Fiction)
The daughters of a ruthlessly ambitious family, Mary
and Anne Boleyn are sent to the court of Henry VIII
to attract the attention of the king, who first takes
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Mary as his mistress, in which role she bears him an
illegitimate son, and then Anne as his wife. Reprint.
250,000 first printing. (A Columbia Pictures film,
written by Peter Morgan, directed by Justin
Chadwick, releasing Fall 2007, starring Natalie
Portman, Scarlett Johansson, Eric Bana, and others)
(Historical Fiction)
A narrative of the First World War examines the
brutal conflict that transformed the face of Europe,
paved the way for the Soviet Union and Hitler, and
had long lasting repercussions.
What did a Tudor man wear under his doublet and
hose?What was the show-stopping centrepiece at a
royal Tudor wedding?Why did everyone, from the
king downwards, fear the 'sweating sickness'?The
Tudors may have been a comparatively short-lived
dynasty, lasting 118 years between 1485 and 1603,
but during that time they made a lasting impression.
The Little Book of the Tudors explores all aspects of
life in the Tudor age from life at court to the day-today activities at the teeming taverns and plagueridden cities of the Tudor kingdom. With a glimpse at
the people, palaces and pastimes of the age, some
amusing secrets of the Tudor medicine cabinet and
closet, and stories from some of the most fabulous,
eccentric and opulent entertainments of the age, this
'little book' will delight anyone with an interest in
Tudor history.
Cult graphic novelist Dylan Meconis offers a rich
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reimagining of history in this beautifully detailed
hybrid novel loosely based on the exile of Queen
Elizabeth I by her sister, Queen Mary. When her
sister seizes the throne, Queen Eleanor of Albion is
banished to a tiny island off the coast of her
kingdom, where the nuns of the convent spend their
days peacefully praying, sewing, and gardening. But
the island is also home to Margaret, a mysterious
young orphan girl whose life is upturned when the
cold, regal stranger arrives. As Margaret grows
closer to Eleanor, she grapples with the revelation of
the island's sinister true purpose as well as the truth
of her own past. When Eleanor's life is threatened,
Margaret is faced with a perilous choice between
helping Eleanor and protecting herself. In a hybrid
novel of fictionalized history, Dylan Meconis paints
Margaret's world in soft greens, grays, and reds,
transporting readers to a quiet, windswept island at
the heart of a treasonous royal plot.
A single-volume history of Henry VIII and his three
heirs offers new insights into the dynasty's
precarious position in world politics and culture while
evaluating the role of religion in 16th-century
government. By the Edgar Award-winning author of
The Memphis Murders. Reprint.
Provides a dramatic account of the turbulent and
dangerous court of England's King Henry VIII and his
queens, as seen through the eyes of Jane Rochford,
sister-in-law to Anne Boleyn and cousin to Katherine
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Howard, who served as a lady-in-waiting for five of
the king's wives, until she herself ran afoul of the
king's rage. Reprint.
The Tudor dynasty died out because there was no
heir of Elizabeth I's body to succeed her. Henry VIII,
despite his six marriages, had produced no
legitimate son who would live into old age. Three of
the reigning Tudors (Edward VI, Mary I and
Elizabeth I) died without heirs apparent, the most
tragic case being that of Mary Tudor, who went
through two recorded cases of phantom pregnancy.
If it were not for physical frailty and the lack of
reproductive health among the Tudors, the course of
history might have been different. This book
concentrates on the medical downfall of the Tudors,
examining their gynaecological history and medical
records. Did you know that an archival source
suggests that Henry VIII may have suffered from
venereal disease or a urinary tract infection? Did you
know that overlooked pictorial evidence suggests
that Katharine of Aragon may have suffered from
prognathism, a trait that ran through her family? It is
generally assumed that Katharine of Aragon went
through menopause by 1524, but primary sources
tell a different tale. Did Katharine of Aragon really die
in the arms of her lady-in-waiting, Maria de Salinas,
Lady Willoughby? Did you know that Jane
Seymour's coronation in 1537 was postponed and
later cancelled because of the plague? She was
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originally to be crowned on 29 September 1536.
Was Katherine Howard ever pregnant by Henry VIII?
Did you know that available evidence suggests Mary
I Tudor suffered from severe depression? Did you
know that one of the maids of honour at the Tudor
court had a C-section? How many pregnancies did
Anne Boleyn have? Did you know that there is a hint
in the primary sources that in 1534 Anne Boleyn had
a stillbirth? Did you know that Henry VII didn't die in
his bed? Was Katharine of Aragon's marriage to
Prince Arthur consummated? How did Edward VI
die?
Originally published: London: Walker Books, c2015.
Named one of the Best Books of the Year by NPR A
New York Times Book Review Editors Choice
Selection An erudite romp through the intimate
details of life in Tudor England, "Goodman's latest…is
a revelation" (New York Times Book Review). On the
heels of her triumphant How to Be a Victorian, Ruth
Goodman travels even further back in English history
to the era closest to her heart, the dramatic period
from the crowning of Henry VII to the death of
Elizabeth I. A celebrated master of British social and
domestic history, Ruth Goodman draws on her own
adventures living in re-created Tudor conditions to
serve as our intrepid guide to sixteenth-century
living. Proceeding from daybreak to bedtime, this
“immersive, engrossing” (Slate) work pays tribute to
the lives of those who labored through the era. From
Page 12/26

Download File PDF The Tudors The Complete
Story Of Englands Most Notorious Dynasty
using soot from candle wax as toothpaste to malting
grain for homemade ale, from the gruesome sport of
bear-baiting to cuckolding and cross-dressing—the
madcap habits and revealing intimacies of life in the
time of Shakespeare are vividly rendered for the
insatiably curious.
Sunday Times bestseller Selected as one of The
Times' Best Books about The Tudors A Telegraph
Book of the Year A History Today Book of the Year
A BBC History Magazine Book of the Year The
Tudors are a national obsession; they are our most
notorious family in history. But beyond the well-worn
headlines is a family still more extraordinary than the
one we thought we knew. The Tudor canon typically
starts with the Battle of Bosworth in 1485, before
speeding on to Henry VIII and the Reformation. But
this leaves out the family’s obscure Welsh origins; it
passes by the courage of the pregnant thirteen-yearold girl who would help found the Tudor dynasty; and
the childhood and painful exile of her son, the future
Henry VII. It ignores the fact that the Tudors were
shaped by their past – those parts they wished to
remember and those they wished to forget. With this
background, Leanda de Lisle enables us to see the
Tudors in their own terms and presents new
perspectives and revelations on key figures and
events, from the princes in the Tower to the Tudor
Queens. Tudor tells a family story like no other. 'A
lively history of the ambitious Tudor family... It casts
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plenty of light on the strong women in the dynasty'
The Times
Divorced. Murdered. Died. Divorced. Departed.
Survived. A modern take on the life and marriages of
Henry VIII, if he were a 21st century womanizing
media mogul rather than the king of England. Master
of the universe Harry Rose is head of the Rose
Corporation, number eighteen on the Forbes rich list,
and recently married to wife number six. But in 2018,
his perfect world is about to come crashing to the
ground. His business is in the spotlight--and not in a
good way--and his love life is under scrutiny.
Because behind a glittering curtain of lavish parties,
gorgeous homes, and a media empire is a tale
worthy of any tabloid. And Harry has a lot to account
for.
From the pen of the legendary historical novelist
Jean Plaidy comes the story of Princess Margaret
Tudor, whose life of tragedy, bloodshed, and scandal
would rival even that of her younger brother, Henry
VIII. Princess Margaret Tudor is the greatest prize
when her father, Henry VII, negotiates the Treaty of
Perpetual Peace with neighboring Scotland. The
betrothal is meant to end decades of bloody border
wars, but it becomes a love match: To Margaret’s
surprise, she finds joy in her marriage to the dashing
James IV of Scotland, a man sixteen years her
senior. But the marriage, and the peace it brings to
both nations, does not last. When King James is
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struck down by the armies of Henry VIII,
Margaret—Princess of England, but Queen of
Scotland—finds herself torn between loyalty to the
land and family of her birth and to that of her baby
son, now King of the Scots. She decides to remain in
Scotland and carve out her own destiny, surviving a
scandalous second marriage and battling with both
her son and her brother to the very end. Like all the
Tudors, Margaret’s life would be one of turmoil and
controversy, but through her descendants, England
and Scotland would unite as one nation, under one
rule, and find peace.
Forget everything you thought you knew about
Henry the Eighth. While Henry VIII has frequently
been portrayed as a womanizer, author Philippa
Jones reveals a new side to his character. Although
he was never faithful, Jones sees him as a serial
monogamist: he spent his life in search of a perfect
woman, a search that continued even as he lay
dying. This book brings together for the first time the
'other women' of King Henry VIII. When he first came
to the throne, Henry VIII's mistresses were
dalliances, the playthings of a powerful and
handsome man. However, when Anne Boleyn
disrupted that pattern, ousting Katherine of Aragon
to become Henry's wife, a new status quo was
established. Suddenly noble families fought to
entangle the king with their sisters and daughters; if
wives were to be beheaded or divorced so easily,
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the mistress of the king was in an enviable position.
Yet he loved each of his wives and mistresses, he
was a romantic who loved being in love, but none of
these loves ever fully satisfied him; all were
ultimately replaced. "The Other Tudors" examines
the extraordinary untold tales of the women who
Henry loved but never married, the mistresses who
became queens and of his many children, both
acknowledged and unacknowledged. Philippa Jones
takes us deep into the web of secrets and deception
at the Tudor Court and explores another, often
unmentioned, side to the King's character.
An intimate history of England's most infamous royal
family.
In this original eBook novella by the New York Times
bestselling author of The King’s Deception, globetrotting
intelligence agent Cotton Malone is lured into dangerous
intrigue surrounding the world’s most famous
royals—and uncovers a murderous conspiracy of
terrorists and traitors, all born from an ancient tale of
Saxon history. “In Malone, [Steve] Berry has created a
classic, complex hero.”—USA Today In England to
participate in the trial of suspected international
terrorists, Justice Department agent Cotton Malone is
mysteriously summoned to an audience with the Queen
of England. A cryptic call has warned of looming danger
to the ailing queen’s son and grandson—the next two
heirs in line for the throne. And when the source of that
ominous information, a notorious tabloid publisher, dies
mysteriously, the royal family has reason to fear a
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genuine conspiracy. But they also suspect that the
enemy lies within—and no one at Buckingham Palace, or
even the nation’s own Secret Intelligence Service, can
be trusted. Now it’s up to Malone to discover the truth.
Matching wits with a power-mad politician and a vicious
royal blue blood, he must race against time through the
streets of London to the forbidden reaches of Iceland, all
to stop a monstrous plot to seize the monarchy—one that
stretches back to the time of Arthur. Praise for Steve
Berry and his Cotton Malone series “Malone, a hero with
a personal stake in the proceedings, is a welcome
respite from the cold, calculating superspies who litter
the genre.”—Entertainment Weekly “Steve Berry gets
better and better with each new book.”—The Huffington
Post “Savvy readers . . . cannot go wrong with Cotton
Malone.”—Library Journal “Berry raises this genre’s
stakes.”—The New York Times “I love this guy.”—#1 New
York Times bestselling author Lee Child
She was the first woman to inherit the throne of England,
a key player in one of Britain’s stormiest eras, and a
leader whose unwavering faith and swift retribution
earned her the nickname “Bloody Mary.” Now, in this
impassioned and absorbing debut, historian Anna
Whitelock offers a modern perspective on Mary Tudor
and sets the record straight once and for all on one of
history’s most compelling and maligned rulers. Though
often overshadowed by her long-reigning sister,
Elizabeth I, Mary lived a life full of defiance, despair, and
triumph. Born the daughter of the notorious King Henry
VIII and the Spanish Katherine of Aragon, young Mary
was a princess in every sense of the word—schooled in
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regal customs, educated by the best scholars, coveted
by European royalty, and betrothed before she had
reached the age of three. Yet in a decade’s time, in the
wake of King Henry’s break with the pope, she was
declared a bastard, disinherited, and demoted from
“princess” to “lady.” Ever her deeply devout mother’s
daughter, Mary refused to accept her new status or to
recognize Henry’s new wife, Anne Boleyn, as queen.
The fallout with her father and his counselors nearly
destroyed the teenage Mary, who faced imprisonment
and even death. It would be an outright battle for Mary to
work herself back into the king’s favor, claim her rightful
place in the Tudor line, and ultimately become queen of
England, but her coronation would not end her struggles.
She flouted the opposition and married Philip of Spain,
sought to restore Catholicism to the nation, and fiercely
punished the resistance. But beneath her brave and
regal exterior was a dependent woman prone to anxiety,
whose private traumas of phantom pregnancies,
debilitating illnesses, and unrequited love played out in
the public glare of the fickle court. Anna Whitelock, an
acclaimed young British historian, chronicles this unique
woman’s life from her beginnings as a heralded princess
to her rivalry with her sister to her ascent as ruler. In
brilliant detail, Whitelock reveals that Mary Tudor was not
the weak-willed failure as so often rendered by traditional
narratives but a complex figure of immense courage,
determination, and humanity.
'Borman approaches her topic with huge enthusiasm and
a keen eye for entertaining...this is a very human story of
a remarkable family, full of vignettes that sit long in the
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mind.' Dan Jones, The Sunday Times 'Tracy Borman's
eye for detail is impressive; the book is packed with
fascinating courtly minutiae... this is a wonderful book.'
The Times 'Borman is an authoritative and engaging
writer, good at prising out those humanising details that
make the past alive to us.' The Observer 'Fascinating,
detailed account of the everyday reality of the royals...
This is a book of rich scholarship.' Daily Mail 'Tracy
Borman's passion for the Tudor period shines forth from
the pages of this fascinatingly detailed book, which
vividly illuminates what went on behind the scenes at the
Tudor court.' Alison Weir 'I do not live in a corner. A
thousand eyes see all I do.' Elizabeth I The Tudor
monarchs were constantly surrounded by an army of
attendants, courtiers and ministers. Even in their most
private moments, they were accompanied by a servant
specifically appointed for the task. A groom of the stool
would stand patiently by as Henry VIII performed his
daily purges, and when Elizabeth I retired for the
evening, one of her female servants would sleep at the
end of her bed. These attendants knew the truth behind
the glamorous exterior. They saw the tears shed by
Henry VII upon the death of his son Arthur. They knew
the tragic secret behind 'Bloody' Mary's phantom
pregnancies. And they saw the 'crooked carcass'
beneath Elizabeth I's carefully applied makeup, gowns
and accessories. It is the accounts of these
eyewitnesses, as well as a rich array of other
contemporary sources that historian Tracy Borman has
examined more closely than ever before. With new
insights and discoveries, and in the same way that she
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brilliantly illuminated the real Thomas Cromwell - The
Private Life of the Tudors will reveal previously
unexamined details about the characters we think we
know so well.
The author of the New York Times bestseller The
Plantagenets and The Templars chronicles the next
chapter in British history—the historical backdrop for
Game of Thrones The inspiration for the Channel 5
series Britain's Bloody Crown The crown of England
changed hands five times over the course of the fifteenth
century, as two branches of the Plantagenet dynasty
fought to the death for the right to rule. In this riveting
follow-up to The Plantagenets, celebrated historian Dan
Jones describes how the longest-reigning British royal
family tore itself apart until it was finally replaced by the
Tudors. Some of the greatest heroes and villains of
history were thrown together in these turbulent times,
from Joan of Arc to Henry V, whose victory at Agincourt
marked the high point of the medieval monarchy, and
Richard III, who murdered his own nephews in a
desperate bid to secure his stolen crown. This was a
period when headstrong queens and consorts seized
power and bent men to their will. With vivid descriptions
of the battles of Towton and Bosworth, where the last
Plantagenet king was slain, this dramatic narrative
history revels in bedlam and intrigue. It also offers a longoverdue corrective to Tudor propaganda, dismantling
their self-serving account of what they called the Wars of
the Roses.
Five Tudor monarchs sat on the throne of England and
Ireland from 1485 to 1603. The family earned their royal
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rights through strategic planning and battlefield prowess,
and kept them because of intellect, strength and sheer
determination.
Recounts the rise of the Tudors from obscure Welsh
gentry to powerful English monarchs and relates the
events of the Battle of Bosworth Field in 1485, which
resulted in the death of Richard III and the victory of
Henry Tudor.
Meyer's fresh storytelling ability breathes new life into the
history of the Tudor family and Tudor England's
precarious place in world politics, the critical role religion
played in government, and the blossoming of English
theater and literature.
Dissent rises in the kingdom of King Henry VIII of
England. The king's ongoing dispute with the papacy
over a desire for annulment is about to incite the
Reformation, and his next step is to appoint a new
archbishop in order to obtain his long-awaited marriage
to Anne Boleyn. All crests that once bore the initials "H &
K" are promptly replaced with an intertwining "H & A,"
the first of many significant changes to come. The birth
of the new royal couple's first child, Princess Elizabeth, is
followed by the death of Katherine of Aragon. New
legislation decrees that any who dare commit an act
against the king - or the kingdom's newfound beliefs - will
face extreme consequences. With her husband growing
increasingly impatient, it becomes apparent that the only
crime Anne could commit against her king would be to
deny him a male heir. As pressures rise in the kingdom,
those who once found themselves in the king's good
graces foresee a somber end to their reign. This rich
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novelization of season two of The Tudors follows the
complicated relationship between Henry and Anne
through to its historically significant and dramatic
conclusion.
What went on behind closed doors in the Tudor Court?
Comprehensive coverage of all the major Tudors: Henry
VII, Elizabeth of York, Prince Arthur, Henry VIII,
Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn, Jane Seymour, Anne
of Cleves, Catherine Howard, Catherine Parr, Henry
VIII's various mistresses, Edward VI, Mary Tudor and
Elizabeth I.
The startling truth behind one of the most notorious
dynasties in history is revealed in a remarkable new
account by the acclaimed author of The Tudors and A
World Undone. Sweeping aside the gossip, slander, and
distortion that have shrouded the Borgias for centuries,
G. J. Meyer offers an unprecedented portrait of the
infamous Renaissance family and their storied milieu.
They burst out of obscurity in Spain not only to capture
the great prize of the papacy, but to do so twice.
Throughout a tumultuous half-century—as popes,
statesmen, warriors, lovers, and breathtakingly ambitious
political adventurers—they held center stage in the
glorious and blood-drenched pageant known to us as the
Italian Renaissance, standing at the epicenter of the
power games in which Europe’s kings and Italy’s
warlords gambled for life-and-death stakes. Five
centuries after their fall—a fall even more sudden than
their rise to the heights of power—they remain immutable
symbols of the depths to which humanity can descend:
Rodrigo Borgia, who bought the papal crown and
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prostituted the Roman Church; Cesare Borgia, who
became first a teenage cardinal and then the most
treacherous cutthroat of a violent time; Lucrezia Borgia,
who was as shockingly immoral as she was beautiful.
These have long been stock figures in the dark chronicle
of European villainy, their name synonymous with
unspeakable evil. But did these Borgias of legend
actually exist? Grounding his narrative in exhaustive
research and drawing from rarely examined key sources,
Meyer brings fascinating new insight to the real people
within the age-encrusted myth. Equally illuminating is the
light he shines on the brilliant circles in which the Borgias
moved and the thrilling era they helped to shape, a time
of wars and political convulsions that reverberate to the
present day, when Western civilization simultaneously
wallowed in appalling brutality and soared to
extraordinary heights. Stunning in scope, rich in telling
detail, G. J. Meyer’s The Borgias is an indelible work
sure to become the new standard on a family and a
world that continue to enthrall. Praise for The Borgias “A
vivid and at times startling reappraisal of one of the most
notorious dynasties in history . . . If you thought you
knew the Borgias, this book will surprise you.”—Tracy
Borman, author of Queen of the Conqueror and
Elizabeth’s Women “The mention of the Borgia family
often conjures up images of a ruthless drive for power
via assassination, serpentine plots, and sexual
debauchery. . . . [G. J. Meyer] convincingly looks past
the mythology to present a more nuanced
portrait.”—Booklist “Meyer brings his considerable skills
to another infamous Renaissance family, the Borgias
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[and] a fresh look into the machinations of power in
Renaissance Italy. . . . [He] makes a convincing case
that the Borgias have been given a raw deal.”—Historical
Novels Review “Fascinating . . . a gripping history of a
tempestuous time and an infamous family.”—Shelf
Awareness
An essential biography that uncovers the childhood and
youth of Henry VIII! Perfect for readers of Alison Weir,
Tracy Borman and Antonia Fraser. What transformed a
chivalrous prince into a tyrannical king? Henry VIII is one
of England's most famous kings, yet what do we know of
his childhood? What was life like for the young prince
growing up in the royal palaces? And just how influential
were the people surrounding Henry in shaping the
suspicious, vain and ruthless monarch he would later
become? Marie Louise Bruce's engrossing account of
Henry's formative years brings to life the splendour of the
Tudor court and of Henry's childhood, from his birth at
the palace of Placentia at Greenwich in 1491 to his
accession to the throne at the age of seventeen in 1509.
Henry Tudor's upbringing was one of luxury and
adulation, of sumptuous feasts, horsemanship,
tournaments and jousting. Yet it was overshadowed by
threat and uncertainty, and the rebellions conspirators,
traitors and pretenders of his youth were to contribute to
the prince's sense of insecurity in later life. Drawing on a
wealth of contemporary sources, Bruce paints a vivid
picture of Henry's boyhood - what he ate and wore, the
games he played and the ceremonies he attended. She
also evaluates the characters of the people surrounding
the prince, and of the wider social events that influenced
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and shaped the future king of England. The Making of
Henry VIII provides fascinating insight into the childhood
and youth of this Renaissance prince. It is an ideal read
for those who wish to find out more about the domestic
details of young Henry's daily life and the people who
shared it, the lessons of his times and surroundings.
‘Anyone who writes about the Tudor century puts his
head into a number of untamed lions’ mouths.’ G.R.
Elton, Preface Geoffrey Elton (1921–1994) was one of
the great historians of the Tudor period. England Under
the Tudors is his major work and an outstanding history
of a crucial and turbulent period in British and European
history. Revised several times since its first publication in
1955, England Under the Tudors charts a historical
period that witnessed monumental changes in religion,
monarchy, and government – and one that continued to
shape British history long after. Spanning the
commencement of Henry VII's reign to the death of
Elizabeth I, Elton’s magisterial account is populated by
many colourful and influential characters, from Cardinal
Wolsey, Thomas Cranmer, and Thomas Cromwell to
Henry VIII and Mary Queen of Scots. Elton also
examines aspects of the Tudor period that had been
previously overlooked, such as empire and
commonwealth, agriculture and industry, seapower, and
the role of the arts and literature. This Routledge
Classics edition includes a new foreword by Diarmaid
MacCulloch.
The Tudors were an unforgettable dynasty who wielded
absolute power during a remarkably turbulent time in
English history. Each ruler's survival required a fierce
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struggle to maintain control - often against incredible
odds. From Henry VII, England's last king to win the
crown in battle, and the tyrannical Henry VIII with his
succession of wives, to the fiercely Catholic 'Bloody
Mary', and her sister, Elizabeth, the 'Virgin queen', Jane
Bingham examines just how fairly history has treated
these Tudor rulers. Both as politicians and as individuals,
it is no wonder these larger-than-life monarchs still
capture our imaginations today.
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