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How and why did the Western tradition of political theorizing arise in Athens during the late fifth
and fourth centuries B.C.? By interweaving intellectual history with political philosophy and
literary analysis, Josiah Ober argues that the tradition originated in a high-stakes debate about
democracy. Since elite Greek intellectuals tended to assume that ordinary men were incapable
of ruling themselves, the longevity and resilience of Athenian popular rule presented a
problem: how to explain the apparent success of a regime "irrationally" based on the inherent
wisdom and practical efficacy of decisions made by non-elite citizens? The problem became
acute after two oligarchic coups d' tat in the late fifth century B.C. The generosity and
statesmanship that democrats showed after regaining political power contrasted starkly with
the oligarchs' violence and corruption. Since it was no longer self-evident that "better men"
meant "better government," critics of democracy sought new arguments to explain the
relationship among politics, ethics, and morality. Ober offers fresh readings of the political
works of Thucydides, Plato, and Aristotle, among others, by placing them in the context of a
competitive community of dissident writers. These thinkers struggled against both democratic
ideology and intellectual rivals to articulate the best and most influential criticism of popular
rule. The competitive Athenian environment stimulated a century of brilliant literary and
conceptual innovation. Through Ober's re-creation of an ancient intellectual milieu, early
Western political thought emerges not just as a "footnote to Plato," but as a dissident
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commentary on the first Western democracy.
The Apology of Socrates was written by Plato. In fact, it’s a defensive speech of Socrates that
he said in a court noted down by Plato.The main subject of the speech is a problem of the evil.
Socrates insists that neither death nor death sentence is evil. We shouldn’t be afraid of the
death because we don’t know anything about it. Socrates proved that the death shouldn’t be
taken as the evil with the following dilemma: the death is either a peace or a transit from this
life to the next. Both can’t be called evil. Consequently, the death shouldn’t be treated as evil.
Innovative and engaging, The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C. explores the
intellectual dynamics of democracy by recreating the historical context that shaped its
evolution. Part of the “Reacting to the Past” series, this text consists of elaborate games in
which students are assigned roles, informed by classic texts, set in particular moments of
intellectual and social ferment. Issues of the time are sorted out by a polity fractured into
radical and moderate democrats, oligarchs, and Socratics, among others.
This book invites readers to join in a fresh and extensive investigation of one of Ancient
Greece’s greatest inventions: democratic government. Provides an accessible, up-to-date
survey of vital issues in Greek democracy. Covers democracy’s origins, growth and essential
nature. Raises questions of continuing interest. Combines ancient texts in translation and
recent scholarly articles. Invites the reader into a process of historical investigation. Contains
maps, a glossary and an index.
A Norton original in the Reacting to the Past series, Rousseau, Burke, and Revolution in
France, 1791 plunges students into the intellectual and political currents that surged through
revolutionary Paris in summer 1791.
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Provides a model for societal behaviour and morality in ancient Athens.
The authors of this book argue that post-war fiscal and monetary policies in the U.S. are prone
to more frequent and more destabilizing domestic and international financial crises. So, in the
aftermath of the one that erupted in 2008, they propose that now we are sleepwalking into
another, which under the prevailing institutional circumstances could develop into a worldwide
financial Armageddon. Thinking ahead of such a calamity, this book presents for the first time a
model of democratic governance with privately produced money based on the case of Athens
in Classical times, and explains why, if it is conceived as a benchmark for reference and
adaptation, it may provide an effective way out from the dreadful predicament that state
managed fiat money holds for the stability of Western-type democracies and the international
financial system. As the U.S. today, Athens at that time reached the apex of its military,
economic, political, cultural, and scientific influence in the world. But Athens triumphed through
different approaches to democracy and fundamentally different fiscal and monetary policies
than the U.S. Thus the readers will have the opportunity to learn about these differences and
appreciate the potential they offer for confronting the challenges contemporary democracies
face under the leadership of the U.S. The book will find audiences among academics,
university students, and researchers across a wide range of fields and subfields, as well as
legislators, fiscal and monetary policy makers, and economic and financial consultants.
Syngoroi are widely known in Athenian law to have served as supporting speakers and aids
to the main prosecutors within a courtroom. Lene Rubinstein argues that these people were an
important part of court practice and social and political litigation, though largely ignored in
many previous studies of Athenian politics. Her study draws extensively on the speeches of
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syngoroi , revealing their multi-functionality as witnesses, as co-speakers alongside the main
prosecutor and as part of a collaborative legal team.
"Frank does an excellent job of creating articulate arguments out of a complex blend of history,
economics, and current events."—Library Journal Woolworth's was the Walmart of the 1930s.
The women were exploited and sexually harassed. This is the exciting story of how they fought
back against corporate exploitation and oppression.
As history's first democracy, classical Athens invited political discourse. The Athenians,
however could not completely separate the politicals from the private sphere; indeed father-son
conflict, from patricide to murdering one's son, was a major public as well as a private theme.
In a fascinating historical reappraisal, the author explores the consequences, for Athens and
us, of the powerful influence of familial ideology on politics.
In The Political Economy of Classical Athens – a Naval Perspective, Barry O’Halloran offers
an account of the economic history of classical Athens in which its strategy of naval conquest
provided the foundations for a period of unprecedented economic efflorescence.
A major new history of classical Greece—how it rose, how it fell, and what we can learn from it
Lord Byron described Greece as great, fallen, and immortal, a characterization more apt than
he knew. Through most of its long history, Greece was poor. But in the classical era, Greece
was densely populated and highly urbanized. Many surprisingly healthy Greeks lived in
remarkably big houses and worked for high wages at specialized occupations. Middle-class
spending drove sustained economic growth and classical wealth produced a stunning cultural
efflorescence lasting hundreds of years. Why did Greece reach such heights in the classical
period—and why only then? And how, after "the Greek miracle" had endured for centuries, did
Page 4/15

Where To Download The Threshold Of Democracy Athens In 403 B C
Reacting To The Past
the Macedonians defeat the Greeks, seemingly bringing an end to their glory? Drawing on a
massive body of newly available data and employing novel approaches to evidence, Josiah
Ober offers a major new history of classical Greece and an unprecedented account of its rise
and fall. Ober argues that Greece's rise was no miracle but rather the result of political
breakthroughs and economic development. The extraordinary emergence of citizen-centered
city-states transformed Greece into a society that defeated the mighty Persian Empire. Yet
Philip and Alexander of Macedon were able to beat the Greeks in the Battle of Chaeronea in
338 BCE, a victory made possible by the Macedonians' appropriation of Greek innovations.
After Alexander's death, battle-hardened warlords fought ruthlessly over the remnants of his
empire. But Greek cities remained populous and wealthy, their economy and culture surviving
to be passed on to the Romans—and to us. A compelling narrative filled with uncanny modern
parallels, this is a book for anyone interested in how great civilizations are born and die. This
book is based on evidence available on a new interactive website. To learn more, please visit:
http://polis.stanford.edu/.
Death to Tyrants! is the first comprehensive study of ancient Greek tyrant-killing
legislation--laws that explicitly gave individuals incentives to "kill a tyrant." David Teegarden
demonstrates that the ancient Greeks promulgated these laws to harness the dynamics of
mass uprisings and preserve popular democratic rule in the face of anti-democratic threats. He
presents detailed historical and sociopolitical analyses of each law and considers a variety of
issues: What is the nature of an anti-democratic threat? How would various provisions of the
laws help pro-democrats counter those threats? And did the laws work? Teegarden argues
that tyrant-killing legislation facilitated pro-democracy mobilization both by encouraging brave
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individuals to strike the first blow against a nondemocratic regime and by convincing others
that it was safe to follow the tyrant killer's lead. Such legislation thus deterred anti-democrats
from staging a coup by ensuring that they would be overwhelmed by their numerically superior
opponents. Drawing on modern social science models, Teegarden looks at how the institution
of public law affects the behavior of individuals and groups, thereby exploring the foundation of
democracy's persistence in the ancient Greek world. He also provides the first English
translation of the tyrant-killing laws from Eretria and Ilion. By analyzing crucial ancient Greek
tyrant-killing legislation, Death to Tyrants! explains how certain laws enabled citizens to draw
on collective strength in order to defend and preserve their democracy in the face of motivated
opposition.
The fifth century BC witnessed not only the emergence of one of the first democracies, but also
the Persian and the Peloponnesian Wars. John Thorley provides a concise analysis of the
development and operation of Athenian democracy against this backdrop. Taking into account
both primary source material and the work of modern historians, Athenian Democracy
examines: * the prelude to democracy * how the democractic system emerged * how this
system worked in practice * the efficiency of this system of government * the success of
Athenian democracy. Including a useful chronology and blibliography, this second edition has
been updated to take into account recent research.
This book offers the first attempt at understanding interpersonal violence in ancient Athens.
While the archaic desire for revenge persisted into the classical period, it was channeled by the
civil discourse of the democracy. Performances such as the staging of trials and comedies
ritually defined the meaning of violence and its appropriate application. Speeches and curse
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tablets not only spoke about violence, but also exacted it, deriving its legitimate use from a
democratic principle, the communal decision of the human jurors in the first case and the
underworld gods in the second.
Offers a comparative study of the origins, performance, and reform of contemporary
mechanisms of direct democracy.
Explores how republican political thought can make a constructive and distinctive contribution
to our understanding of democracy and the challenges it faces.
What did democracy mean before liberalism? What are the consequences for our lives today?
Combining history with political theory, this book restores the core meaning of democracy as
collective and limited self-government by citizens. That, rather than majority tyranny, is what
democracy meant in ancient Athens, before liberalism. Participatory self-government is the
basis of political practice in 'Demopolis', a hypothetical modern state powerfully imagined by
award-winning historian and political scientist Josiah Ober. Demopolis' residents aim to
establish a secure, prosperous, and non-tyrannical community, where citizens govern as a
collective, both directly and through representatives, and willingly assume the costs of selfgovernment because doing so benefits them, both as a group and individually. Basic
democracy, as exemplified in real Athens and imagined Demopolis, can provide a stable
foundation for a liberal state. It also offers a possible way forward for religious societies
seeking a realistic alternative to autocracy.
Explores democracy's remarkable rise from obscurity to centre stage in contemporary
international relations, from the rogue democratic state of 18th Century France to Western
pressures for countries throughout the world to democratise.
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The Threshold of DemocracyAthens in 403 BCEW W Norton & Company Incorporated
For two centuries classical Athens enjoyed almost uninterrupted democratic government. This
was not a parliamentary democracy of the modern sort but a direct democracy in which all
citizens were free to participate in the business of government. Throughout this period Athens
was the cultural centre of Greece and one of the major Greek powers. This book traces the
development and operation of the political system and explores its underlying principles.
Christopher Carey assesses the ancient sources of the history of Athenian democracy and
evaluates criticisms of the system, ancient and modern. He also provides a virtual tour of the
political cityscape of ancient Athens, describing the main political sites and structures,
including the theatre. With a new chapter covering religion in the democratic city, this second
edition benefits from updates throughout that incorporate the latest research and recent
archaeological findings in Athens. A clearer structure and layout make the book more
accessible to students, as do extra images and maps along with a timeline of key events.
Argues that immigration politics is a central - but overlooked - object of inquiry in the
democratic thought of classical Athens. Thinkers criticized democracy's strategic investments
in nativism, the shifting boundaries of citizenship, and the precarious membership that a bloodbased order effects for those eligible and ineligible to claim it.
This book asks an important question often ignored by ancient historians and political scientists
alike: Why did Athenian democracy work as well and for as long as it did? Josiah Ober seeks
the answer by analyzing the sociology of Athenian politics and the nature of communication
between elite and nonelite citizens. After a preliminary survey of the development of the
Athenian "constitution," he focuses on the role of political and legal rhetoric. As jurymen and
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Assemblymen, the citizen masses of Athens retained important powers, and elite Athenian
politicians and litigants needed to address these large bodies of ordinary citizens in terms
understandable and acceptable to the audience. This book probes the social strategies behind
the rhetorical tactics employed by elite speakers. A close reading of the speeches exposes
both egalitarian and elitist elements in Athenian popular ideology. Ober demonstrates that the
vocabulary of public speech constituted a democratic discourse that allowed the Athenians to
resolve contradictions between the ideal of political equality and the reality of social inequality.
His radical reevaluation of leadership and political power in classical Athens restores key
elements of the social and ideological context of the first western democracy.
For a growing number of people, democracy has become synonymous with broken promises
and abandoned commitments. Governments everywhere are not listening to their citizens’
concerns on matters of fundamental importance. As a result, ordinary men and women of all
political persuasions are demanding transformations, not just to government policies, but to the
methods of governance themselves. They realize that in the periods between general
elections, they have great difficulty having their voices heard, because they have no formal role
in constructing political agendas. This book focuses on one way to address this problem, by
establishing a continual dialogue between individuals and their governments, hence forcing
politicians to constantly pay attention to “the people.” Larry Patriquin argues for the creation of
permanent citizens’ assemblies, which would be charged with examining issues of public
concern and giving advice to governments. For those troubled by our current democratic
impasse, Permanent Citizens’ Assemblies: A New Model for Public Deliberation will give hope
that practical reforms are possible and that new institutions can become effective components
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of governance in nations across the globe.
Systematically explores the changing size and structure of the population of classical Athens
and the implications for economic history.
This unique and expertly annotated collection of the classic accounts of Socrates left by Plato,
Aristophanes, and Xenophon features new translations of Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, and the
death scene from Phaedo by C. D. C. Reeve, Peter Meineck's translation of Clouds, and
James Doyle's translation of Apology of Socrates.
Why are so many students intellectually disengaged? Mark Carnes says it is because students
are so deeply absorbed in competitive social play. He shows how month-long role-immersion
games in the curriculum can channel those competitive impulses into transformative learning
experiences, and how bricks-and-mortar colleges can set young minds on fire.
Alcibiades was one of the most dazzling figures of the Golden Age of Athens. A ward of
Pericles and a friend of Socrates, he was spectacularly rich, bewitchingly handsome and
charismatic, a skilled general, and a ruthless politician. He was also a serial traitor, infamous
for his dizzying changes of loyalty in the Peloponnesian War. Nemesis tells the story of this
extraordinary life and the turbulent world that Alcibiades set out to conquer. David Stuttard
recreates ancient Athens at the height of its glory as he follows Alcibiades from childhood to
political power. Outraged by Alcibiades’ celebrity lifestyle, his enemies sought every chance to
undermine him. Eventually, facing a capital charge of impiety, Alcibiades escaped to the
enemy, Sparta. There he traded military intelligence for safety until, suspected of seducing a
Spartan queen, he was forced to flee again—this time to Greece’s long-term foes, the Persians.
Miraculously, though, he engineered a recall to Athens as Supreme Commander, but—suffering
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a reversal—he took flight to Thrace, where he lived as a warlord. At last in Anatolia, tracked by
his enemies, he died naked and alone in a hail of arrows. As he follows Alcibiades’ journeys
crisscrossing the Mediterranean from mainland Greece to Syracuse, Sardis, and Byzantium,
Stuttard weaves together the threads of Alcibiades’ adventures against a backdrop of cultural
splendor and international chaos. Navigating often contradictory evidence, Nemesis provides a
coherent and spellbinding account of a life that has gripped historians, storytellers, and artists
for more than two thousand years.
This book is available as open access through the Bloomsbury Open Access programme and
is available on www.bloomsburycollections.com. Censorship in varying forms has been part of
human experience for 2,500 years and has proved itself to be a recurring presence for political
thought, whether as active repression, a shaping context for expression, or as itself a subject
for analysis and argument. From the death of Socrates to the fatwa against Salman Rushdie,
attempts to silence thinkers and writers have provoked passionate and often penetrating
responses that speak of their historical moment. Censorship Moments will provide short,
accessible and stimulating access to a variety of these responses. Each chapter will couple a
short textual 'moment' of writing on censorship and freedom of expression by a past writer with
analysis by an expert current scholar. The book's main focus is the public political dimension of
censorship, in its relation to political authority and political thought, while also reflecting on the
porous boundary to literature and other areas such as law and the media.
This book, based on an empirical form of narration, outlines a short-medium term analysis of
the social impact of austerity politics on urban life.. Set in Exarchia, a radical and antiauthoritarian neighbourhood located within the city centre of Athens, Greece, this is an
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ethnography examining the social struggles and grassroots mobilizations that emerged locally
during the crisis. Based on over two years of fieldwork between November 2012 and early
2014, the author brings together participant observation and a period of research-action in one
of Exarchia’s stekia. One particular pedestrian street is used as a case study – ‘Odos
Tsamadou’ is located near Exarchia Square and here multiple social centres and political
activity converge to allow the neighbourhood’s climate of solidarity and reciprocity to fully
emerge. This book is specifically targeted at academics specialized in the social sciences,
ethnography, cultural anthropology and urban studies and more generally at anyone interested
in contemporary urban and social development. To read reviews about this book please visit: ·
https://www.vice.com/gr/article/mb5n7x/mia-koybenta-me-thn-italida-an8rwpologo-poy-afhse-thrwmh-gia-na-melethsei-ta-kinhmata-sta-e3arxeia?utm_source=vicefbgrh ·
https://www.dinamopress.it/news/everything-continues/ · https://ilmanifesto.it/exarchia-unospazio-sociale-di-resistenza/ · http://media.planum.bedita.net/cb/42/(ibidem)_Planum_Reading
s_no.9:2018_De%20Angelis.pdf · https://www.urbanstudiesonline.com/resources/resource/boo
k-review-austerity-and-democracy-in-athens-crisis-and-community-in-exarchia/
This game situates students in the Multiparty Negotiating Process taking place at the World
Trade Center in Kempton Park in 1993. South Africa is facing tremendous social anxiety and
violence. The object of the talks, and of the game, is to reach consensus for a constitution that
will guide a post-apartheid South Africa. The country has immense racial diversity--white,
black, Colored, Indian. For the negotiations, however, race turns out to be less critical than
cultural, economic, and political diversity. Students are challenged to understand a complex
landscape and to navigate a surprising web of alliances. The game focuses on the problem of
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transitioning a society conditioned to profound inequalities and harsh political repression into a
more democratic, egalitarian system. Students will ponder carefully the meaning of democracy
as a concept and may find that justice and equality are not always comfortable partners with
liberty. While for the majority of South Africans, universal suffrage was a symbol of new
democratic beginnings, it seemed to threaten the lives, families, and livelihoods of minorities
and parties outside the African National Congress coalition. These deep tensions in the nature
of democracy pose important questions about the character of justice and the best
mechanisms for reaching national decisions. Free supplementary materials for this textbook
are available at the Reacting to the Past website. Visit https://reacting.barnard.edu/instructorresources, click on the RTTP Game Library link, and create a free account to download what is
available.
In this short and powerful book, celebrated philosopher Martha Nussbaum makes a passionate
case for the importance of the liberal arts at all levels of education. Historically, the humanities
have been central to education because they have been seen as essential for creating
competent democratic citizens. But recently, Nussbaum argues, thinking about the aims of
education has gone disturbingly awry in the United States and abroad. We increasingly treat
education as though its primary goal were to teach students to be economically productive
rather than to think critically and become knowledgeable, productive, and empathetic
individuals. This shortsighted focus on profitable skills has eroded our ability to criticize
authority, reduced our sympathy with the marginalized and different, and damaged our
competence to deal with complex global problems. And the loss of these basic capacities
jeopardizes the health of democracies and the hope of a decent world. In response to this dire
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situation, Nussbaum argues that we must resist efforts to reduce education to a tool of the
gross national product. Rather, we must work to reconnect education to the humanities in order
to give students the capacity to be true democratic citizens of their countries and the world. In
a new preface, Nussbaum explores the current state of humanistic education globally and
shows why the crisis of the humanities has far from abated. Translated into over twenty
languages, Not for Profit draws on the stories of troubling—and hopeful—global educational
developments. Nussbaum offers a manifesto that should be a rallying cry for anyone who
cares about the deepest purposes of education.
A Norton original in the Reacting to the Past series, The Threshold of Democracy re-creates
the intellectual dynamics of one of the most formative periods in western history.
Part of the Reacting to the Past series, The Threshold of Democracy re-creates the intellectual
dynamics of one of the most formative periods in the human experience.
Providing empirical information on more electoral institutions in more countries than has ever
been available in one volume before, this impressive study addresses the relationship between
four values of democratic theory--popular sovereignty, liberalism, personal development, and
community--and the electoral institutions used to implement them.
Mass protest movements in disparate places such as Greece, Argentina, and the United
States ultimately share an agenda—to raise the question of what democracy should mean.
These horizontalist movements, including Occupy, exercise and claim participatory democracy
as the ground of revolutionary social change today. Written by two international activist
intellectuals and based on extensive interviews with movement participants in Spain,
Venezuela, Argentina, across the United States, and elsewhere, this book is an expansive
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portrait of the assemblies, direct democracy forums, and organizational forms championed by
the new movements, as well as an analytical history of direct and participatory democracy from
ancient Athens to Zuccotti Park. The new movements put forward the idea that liberal
democracy is not democratic, nor was it ever.
Ancient and Modern Democracy is a comprehensive account of Athenian democracy as a
subject of criticism, admiration and scholarly debate for 2,500 years, covering the features of
Athenian democracy, its importance for the English, American and French revolutions and for
the debates on democracy and political liberty from the nineteenth century to the present.
Discussions were always in the context of contemporary constitutional problems. Time and
again they made a connection with a long-established tradition, involving both dialogue with
ancient sources and with earlier phases of the reception of Antiquity. They refer either to a
common cultural legacy or to specific national traditions; they often involve a mixture of political
and scholarly arguments. This book elucidates the complexity of considering and constructing
systems of popular self-rule.
Part of the Reacting to the Past series, Confucianism and the Succession Crisis of the Wanli
Emperor brings to life the suppleness and power of Confucian thought.
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