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The Third Wave Democratization In Late Twentieth Century Samuel P Huntington
The Democratic candidates outline their proposals concerning the economy, crime, education, energy, the environment, health
care, housing, national security, business, space, trade, and welfare
An in-depth analysis of the struggle to consolidate new and fragile democracies—available in two paperback volumes for course
use. The global trend that Samuel P. Huntington has dubbed the "third wave" of democratization has seen more than 60 countries
experience democratic transitions since 1974. While these countries have succeeded in bringing down authoritarian regimes and
replacing them with freely elected governments, few of them can as yet be considered stable democracies. Most remain engaged
in the struggle to consolidate their new and fragile democratic institutions. Consolidating the Third Wave Democracies provides an
in-depth analysis of the challenges that they face. Consolidating the Third Wave Democracies is available in two paperback
volumes, each introduced by the editors and organized for convenient course use. The first paperback volume, Themes and
Perspectives, addresses issues of institutional design, civil-military relations, civil society, and economic development. It brings
together some of the world's foremost scholars of democratization, including Robert A. Dahl, Samuel P. Huntington, Juan J. Linz,
Guillermo O'Donnell, Adam Przeworski, Philippe C. Schmitter, and Alfred Stepan. The second paperback volume, Regional
Challenges, focuses on developments in Southern Europe, Latin America, Russia, and East Asia, particularly Taiwan and China. It
contains essays by leading regional experts, including Yun-han Chu, P. Nikiforos Diamandouros, Thomas B. Gold, Michael
McFaul, Andrew J. Nathan, and Hung-mao Tien.
Many fear that democracies are suffering from a legitimacy crisis. This book focuses on 'democratic deficits', reflecting how far the
perceived democratic performance of any state diverges from public expectations. Pippa Norris examines the symptoms by
comparing system support in more than fifty societies worldwide, challenging the pervasive claim that most established
democracies have experienced a steadily rising tide of political disaffection during the third-wave era. The book diagnoses the
reasons behind the democratic deficit, including demand (rising public aspirations for democracy), information (negative news
about government) and supply (the performance and structure of democratic regimes). Finally, Norris examines the consequences
for active citizenship, for governance and, ultimately, for democratization. This book provides fresh insights into major issues at the
heart of comparative politics, public opinion, political culture, political behavior, democratic governance, political psychology,
political communications, public policymaking, comparative sociology, cross-national survey analysis and the dynamics of the
democratization process.
Nowhere does the ceaseless struggle to maintain democracy in the face of political corruption come more alive than in Paul
Preston’s magisterial history of modern Spain. The culmination of a half-century of historical investigation, A People Betrayed is
not only a definitive history of modern Spain but also a compelling narrative that becomes a lens for understanding the challenges
that virtually all democracies have faced in the modern world. Whereas so many twentieth-century Spanish histories begin with
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Franco and the devastating Civil War, Paul Preston’s magisterial work begins in the late nineteenth century with Spain’s collapse
as a global power, especially reflected in its humiliating defeat in 1898 at the hands of the United States and its loss of colonial
territory. This loss hung over Spain in the early years of the twentieth century, its agrarian economic base standing in stark
contrast to the emergence of England, Germany, and France as industrial powers. Looking back to the years prior to 1923,
Preston demonstrates how electoral corruption infiltrated almost every sector of Spanish life, thus excluding the masses from
organized politics and giving them a bitter choice between apathetic acceptance of a decrepit government or violent revolution. So
ineffective was the Republic—which had been launched in 1873—that it paved the way for a military coup and dictatorship, led by
Miguel Primo de Rivera in 1923, exacerbating widespread profiteering and fraud. When Rivera was forced to resign in 1930, his
fall brought forth a succession of feeble governments, stoking rancorous tensions that culminated in the tragic Spanish Civil War.
With astonishing detail, Preston describes the ravages that rent Spain in half between 1936 and 1939. Tracing the frightening rise
of Francisco Franco, Preston recounts how Franco grew into Spain’s most powerful military leader during the Civil War and how,
after the war, he became a fascistic dictator who not only terrorized the Spanish population through systematic oppression and
murder but also enriched corrupt officials who profited from severe economic plunder of Spain’s working class. The dictatorship
lasted through World War II—during which Spain sided with Mussolini and Hitler—and only ended decades later, in 1975, when
Franco’s death was followed by a painful yet bloodless transition to republican democracy. Yet, as Preston reveals, corruption and
political incompetence continued to have a corrosive effect on social cohesion into the twenty-first century, as economic crises,
Catalan independence struggles, and financial scandals persist in dividing the country. Filled with vivid portraits of politicians and
army officers, revolutionaries and reformers, and written in the “absorbing” (Economist) style for which Preston is so revered, A
People Betrayed is the first historical work to examine the continuities of political unrest and national anxiety in Spain up until the
present, providing a chilling reminder of just how fragile democracy remains in the twenty-first century.
Although South Korea is widely heralded as a successful new democracy—buttressed by a politically engaged public—elections
have done less than expected to force political parties to reorganize their elitist structures. In Top-Down Democracy in South
Korea, Erik Mobrand demonstrates that political elites, contrary to theoretical expectations, have responded to freer and fairer
elections by entrenching rather than abandoning exclusionary practices and forms of party organization. Exploring South Korea’s
political development from 1945 through the end of dictatorship in the 1980s and into the twenty-first century, Mobrand challenges
the view that the origins of the postauthoritarian political system lie in a series of popular movements that eventually undid
repression. He argues that we should think about democratization not as the establishment of an entirely new system, but as the
subtle blending of new formal rules with earlier authority structures, political institutions, and legitimizing norms.
Daunting challenges lie ahead for Arab countries where revolutions have upended longstanding authoritarian regimes. This
monograph aims to help policymakers understand the challenges ahead, form well-founded expectations, shape diplomatic
approaches, and take practical steps to foster positive change.
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This book shows that democratization in sub-Saharan Africa can be successful, even if the government remains dominated by one
major political party. If an institutionalized and strong opposition party – even when too weak to take power – challenges the
dominant government party, the quality of democracy improves substantially. The comparative study demonstrates that
competitive opposition parties in dominant party systems are rooted in the historical legacy of political cleavages related to decolonization that precede the third wave of democratization of the 1990s and have survived the instability of post-independence
political developments to the present day. The study covers 19 African countries and 55 elections overall, including four in-depth
case studies of Botswana, Lesotho, Ghana and Mali. It offers scholars and practitioners of electoral democracies and competitive
authoritarian regimes a novel view on the role of party systems in processes of democratization. It makes an important contribution
to the general literature on state building intertwined with democratization and representation in old and new democracies.
The late twentieth century witnessed the birth of an impressive number of new democracies in Latin America. This wave of
democratization since 1978 has been by far the broadest and most durable in the history of Latin America, but many of the
resulting democratic regimes also suffer from profound deficiencies. What caused democratic regimes to emerge and survive?
What are their main achievements and shortcomings? This volume offers an ambitious and comprehensive overview of the
unprecedented advances as well as the setbacks in the post-1978 wave of democratization. It seeks to explain the sea change
from a region dominated by authoritarian regimes to one in which openly authoritarian regimes are the rare exception, and it
analyzes why some countries have achieved striking gains in democratization while others have experienced erosions. The book
presents general theoretical arguments about what causes and sustains democracy and analyses of nine compelling country
cases.
From America's leading scholar of democracy,a personal, passionate call to action against the rising authoritarianism that challenges our
world order--and the very value of liberty Larry Diamond has made it his life's work to secure democracy's future by understanding its past
and by advising dissidents fighting autocracy around the world. Deeply attuned to the cycles of democratic expansion and decay that
determine the fates of nations, he watched with mounting unease as illiberal rulers rose in Hungary, Poland, Turkey, the Philippines, and
beyond, while China and Russia grew increasingly bold and bullying. Then, with Trump's election at home, the global retreat from freedom
spread from democracy's margins to its heart. Ill Winds' core argument is stark: the defense and advancement of democratic ideals relies on
U.S. global leadership. If we do not reclaim our traditional place as the keystone of democracy, today's authoritarian swell could become a
tsunami, providing an opening for Vladimir Putin, Xi Jinping, and their admirers to turn the twenty-first century into a dark time of despotism.
We are at a hinge in history, between a new era of tyranny and an age of democratic renewal. Free governments can defend their values;
free citizens can exercise their rights. We can make the internet safe for liberal democracy, exploit the soft, kleptocratic underbelly of
dictatorships, and revive America's degraded democracy. Ill Winds offers concrete, deeply informed suggestions to fight polarization, reduce
the influence of money in politics, and make every vote count. In 2019, freedom's last line of defense still remains "We the people."
Since 1974, democratization has reached epidemic proportions in Latin America, east Asia, and eastern and southern Europe. Huntington
(government, Harvard U.) explains the causes and nature of the transitions, and speculates on prospects for the newborn democracies.
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Expanded and updated from a November 1989 lecture at U. of Oklahoma. Annotation(c) 2003 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
(booknews.com)
This book examines the experience of democracy in developing countries such as Mexico, Zambia, India and Indonesia. It considers the
patchy democratic record of such countries, as well as investigating the relationship between external and domestic factors to
democratisation. The contributors assess the importance to democratic progress of a number of key variables, including: *the
institutionalisation of political parties and electoral systems * the role of civil society *the influence of external actors, such as the European
Union
This book presents a new theory for why political regimes emerge, and why they subsequently survive or break down. It then analyzes the
emergence, survival and fall of democracies and dictatorships in Latin America since 1900. Scott Mainwaring and Aníbal Pérez-Liñán argue
for a theoretical approach situated between long-term structural and cultural explanations and short-term explanations that look at the
decisions of specific leaders. They focus on the political preferences of powerful actors - the degree to which they embrace democracy as an
intrinsically desirable end and their policy radicalism - to explain regime outcomes. They also demonstrate that transnational forces and
influences are crucial to understand regional waves of democratization. Based on extensive research into the political histories of all twenty
Latin American countries, this book offers the first extended analysis of regime emergence, survival and failure for all of Latin America over a
long period of time.
An examination of the evolution of the democratic two-party system in Taiwan. This work explores the growth of Taiwan's competitive party
system in the context of social attitudes, issue-based politics and local factions.
Third wave keeps multidimensional perspectives Its for every human being, to read: students, teachers, Doctors, Engineers,
Lawyers,sociologist, Economist,IT managers, sales personnels, and whosever can read and understand this Bible.
Indonesia, the fourth most populated country in the world was among the last countries in Southeast Asia that embarked into democracy.
Prior to democratization, the Indonesian military had played a significant socio- political role since the independence struggle against the
Dutch. The revolutionary struggle shaped general Indonesian acceptance of the authoritarian rule. However, by 1997 Indonesia's
authoritarian rule was faced with a serious problem of legitimacy and governability. This thesis suggests that authoritarian rule cannot last in
Indonesia. Socio-economic change has re-shaped its social structure and encouraged democratization. For half a century, authoritarianism
was dominant in Indonesia, but like all dictatorships, Indonesia subsequently had to return to democracy. Pressures from within the
authoritarian government and Indonesian society dictated the democratization process. However, the long term prospects for unstable
democracy remain unclear.
From the 1980s through the first decade of the twenty-first century, the spread of democracy across the developing and post-Communist
worlds transformed the global political landscape. What drove these changes and what determined whether the emerging democracies would
stabilize or revert to authoritarian rule? Dictators and Democrats takes a comprehensive look at the transitions to and from democracy in
recent decades. Deploying both statistical and qualitative analysis, Stephen Haggard and Robert Kaufman engage with theories of
democratic change and advocate approaches that emphasize political and institutional factors. While inequality has been a prominent
explanation for democratic transitions, the authors argue that its role has been limited, and elites as well as masses can drive regime change.
Examining seventy-eight cases of democratic transition and twenty-five reversions since 1980, Haggard and Kaufman show how differences
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in authoritarian regimes and organizational capabilities shape popular protest and elite initiatives in transitions to democracy, and how
institutional weaknesses cause some democracies to fail. The determinants of democracy lie in the strength of existing institutions and the
public's capacity to engage in collective action. There are multiple routes to democracy, but those growing out of mass mobilization may
provide more checks on incumbents than those emerging from intra-elite bargains. Moving beyond well-known beliefs regarding regime
changes, Dictators and Democrats explores the conditions under which transitions to democracy are likely to arise.

Between 1974 and 1990 more than thirty countries in southern Europe, Latin America, East Asia, and Eastern Europe shifted from
authoritarian to democratic systems of government. This global democratic revolution is probably the most important political trend
in the late twentieth century. In The Third Wave, Samuel P. Huntington analyzes the causes and nature of these democratic
transitions, evaluates the prospects for stability of the new democracies, and explores the possibility of more countries becoming
democratic. The recent transitions, he argues, are the third major wave of democratization in the modem world. Each of the two
previous waves was followed by a reverse wave in which some countries shifted back to authoritarian government. Using concrete
examples, empirical evidence, and insightful analysis, Huntington provides neither a theory nor a history of the third wave, but an
explanation of why and how it occurred. Factors responsible for the democratic trend include the legitimacy dilemmas of
authoritarian regimes; economic and social development; the changed role of the Catholic Church; the impact of the United States,
the European Community, and the Soviet Union; and the "snowballing" phenomenon: change in one country stimulating change in
others. Five key elite groups within and outside the nondemocratic regime played roles in shaping the various ways
democratization occurred. Compromise was key to all democratizations, and elections and nonviolent tactics also were central.
New democracies must deal with the "torturer problem" and the "praetorian problem" and attempt to develop democratic values
and processes. Disillusionment with democracy, Huntington argues, is necessary to consolidating democracy. He concludes the
book with an analysis of the political, economic, and cultural factors that will decide whether or not the third wave continues.
Several "Guidelines for Democratizers" offer specific, practical suggestions for initiating and carrying out reform. Huntington's
emphasis on practical application makes this book a valuable tool for anyone engaged in the democratization process. At this
volatile time in history, Huntington's assessment of the processes of democratization is indispensable to understanding the future
of democracy in the world.
Examines why recent efforts to promote democracy around the world have been ineffective, calling for a rule of law, security,
protection of individual rights, shared economic prosperity, and free civic organizations to promote the democratic cause.
DIVSince the end of the Cold War, the assumption among most political theorists has been that as nations develop economically,
they will also become more democratic—especially if a vibrant middle class takes root. This assumption underlies the expansion of
the European Union and much of American foreign policy, bolstered by such examples as South Korea, the Philippines, Taiwan,
and even to some extent Russia. Where democratization has failed or retreated, aberrant conditions take the blame: Islamism,
authoritarian Chinese influence, or perhaps the rise of local autocrats./divDIV /divDIVBut what if the failures of democracy are not
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exceptions? In this thought-provoking study of democratization, Joshua Kurlantzick proposes that the spate of retreating
democracies, one after another over the past two decades, is not just a series of exceptions. Instead, it reflects a new and
disturbing trend: democracy in worldwide decline. The author investigates the state of democracy in a variety of countries, why the
middle class has turned against democracy in some cases, and whether the decline in global democratization is reversible./div
This now-classic examination of the development of viable political institutions in emerging nations is a major and enduring
contribution to modern political analysis. In a new Foreword, Francis Fukuyama assesses Huntington's achievement, examining
the context of the book's original publication as well as its lasting importance."This pioneering volume, examining as it does the
relation between development and stability, is an interesting and exciting addition to the literature."-American Political Science
Review"'Must' reading for all those interested in comparative politics or in the study of development."-Dankwart A. Rustow, Journal
of International Affairs
This book is concerned primarily with political and economic events in Africa and The Gambia, especially between the 1994 coup
d'etat and 2008. Significantly, it proffers policy recommendations to position this small but potentially rich country to leverage
economic globalization to benefit the poor. Readily comprehensible to specialists and laypersons alike, this book is written by a
scholar who has gained considerable respect, both in The Gambia and internationally, for his dispassionate analysis of events
unfolding in his country of birth.
Institutional approaches to the study of transformation processes have been proven insufficient. The book draws the political
culture approach as one focal point providing a more comprehensive and deeper understanding of democratic transformations.
Embedded transformation as an analytical tool can be used in the reconstruction of transformations.
Based on an in-depth examination of the Brazillian case, this book argues that we need to rethink important theoretical issues and
empirical realities of party systems in the third wave of democratization.
The Third WaveDemocratization in the Late 20th CenturyUniversity of Oklahoma Press
Since the 1990s, trends in African politics require the realization that the public policy practice and the theoretical analysis of
'democracy and democratization' are becoming increasingly important tenets for understanding the contemporary political science
of the region. Reconstructing the Third Wave of Democracy explains these new political processes and ideas. Author Rita Kiki
Edozie identifies factors that Africans have encountered since the foundation of the modern African state and presents a critical
analysis of African politics through the lenses of post-colonial discourse by uniquely employing the ideas of democratic theory to
guide an analysis of the Continent's democratic development and performance. Edozie presents an intra-regional comparative
analysis of democratic politics in Africa in ways that few books on the same subject do for the continent. Her methodology for
examining democracy in Africa reveals the dynamism of several country cases and several more regime experiences with
democracy encountered from the post-World War II period to the current post-Cold War period.
Life after Dictatorship launches a new research agenda on authoritarian successor parties worldwide. Authoritarian successor
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parties are parties that emerge from authoritarian regimes, but that operate after a transition to democracy. They are one of the
most common but overlooked features of the global democratic landscape. They are major actors in Africa, Asia, Europe, and
Latin America, and they have been voted back into office in over one-half of all third-wave democracies. This book presents a new
set of terms, definitions, and research questions designed to travel across regions, and presents new data on these parties'
prevalence and frequent return to power. With chapters from leading Africanists, Asianists, Europeanists, and Latin Americanists,
it asks: why are authoritarian successor parties so common? Why are some more successful than others? And in what ways can
they harm - or help - democracy?
The third wave of democratization produced a wealth of enduring social science. Beginning in the 1970s, it prompted scholars to
develop important theories on authoritarian breakdowns and transitions to democracy. No one in the field was more influential than
Guillermo O’Donnell (1936–2011), whose pathbreaking work shaped the scholarship of generations of social scientists.
Reflections on Uneven Democracies honors the legacy of O’Donnell’s research by advancing debates related to his work on
democracy. Drawing together a veritable Who’s Who of eminent scholars—including two of O’Donnell’s closest collaborators,
Philippe Schmitter and Laurence Whitehead—the volume examines issues related to democratic breakdowns and stability, the
nature and quality of new democracies, institutional strength, the rule of law, and delegative democracy. This reexamination of
some of the most influential arguments about democracy of the past forty years leads to original approaches and insights for a
new era of democracy studies. Students of democracy and institutional performance, both Latin Americanists and comparativists
more generally, will find this essential reading.
THE ASSASSINS' GATE: AMERICA IN IRAQ recounts how the United States set about changing the history of the Middle East
and became ensnared in a guerilla war in Iraq. It brings to life the people and ideas that created the Bush administration's War on
Terror policy and led America to the Assassins' Gate—the main point of entry into the American zone in Baghdad. The
consequences of that policy are shown in the author's brilliant reporting on the ground in Iraq, where he made four tours on
assignment for The New Yorker. We see up close the struggles of American soldiers and civilians and Iraqis from all backgrounds,
thrown together by a war that followed none of the preconceived scripts. The Assassins' Gate also describes the place of the war
in American life: the ideological battles in Washington that led to chaos in Iraq, the ordeal of a fallen soldier's family, and the
political culture of a country too bitterly polarized to realize such a vast and morally complex undertaking. George Packer's firstperson narrative combines the scope of an epic history with the depth and intimacy of a novel, creating a masterful account of
America's most controversial foreign venture since Vietnam.
Examines the impact of events on the minds and actions of Indonesian pro-democracy activists. The main focus is on how
Indonesian pro-democracy actors draw lessons from events outside their country and adopt, adjust or reject foreign ideas.
This study investigates the three main waves of political regime contention in Europe and Latin America. Surprisingly, protest
against authoritarian rule spread across countries more quickly in the nineteenth century, yet achieved greater success in bringing
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democracy in the twentieth. To explain these divergent trends, the book draws on cognitive-psychological insights about the
inferential heuristics that people commonly apply; these shortcuts shape learning from foreign precedents such as an autocrat's
overthrow elsewhere. But these shortcuts had different force, depending on the political-organizational context. In the inchoate
societies of the nineteenth century, common people were easily swayed by these heuristics: Jumping to the conclusion that they
could replicate such a foreign precedent in their own countries, they precipitously challenged powerful rulers, yet often at
inopportune moments -- and with low success. By the twentieth century, however, political organizations had formed. Their leaders
had better capacities for information processing, were less strongly affected by cognitive shortcuts, and therefore waited for
propitious opportunities before initiating contention. As organizational ties loosened the bounds of rationality, contentious waves
came to spread less rapidly, but with greater success.
Weiss, Christopher Wyrod, Daniel J. Young
Essay from the year 2014 in the subject Politics - International Politics - General and Theories, grade: C, University of Bergen
(Institute of comparative politics), course: 115 - Democracy and democratization, language: English, abstract: In this paper I will
compare and contrast the theoretical foundations of theories of democratization which emphasize structural determinants and
theories which focus on agency, and assess their potential for explaining democratization during the third wave. To do this I will
first present some background theory, before I go into a discussion and reach a conclusion. The paper is based up on literature
from course syllabus for SAMPOL115 "Democracy and democratization".
In this pioneering work, Paul R. Abramson and Ronald Inglehart show that the gradual shift from Materialist values (such as the desire for
economic and physical security) to Post-materialist values (such as the desire for freedom, self-expression, and the quality of life) is in all
likelihood a global phenomenon. Value Change in Global Perspective analyzes over thirty years worth of national surveys in European
countries and presents the most comprehensive and nuanced discussion of this shift to date. By paying special attention to the way
generational replacement transforms values among mass publics, the authors are able to present a comprehensive analysis of the processes
through which values change. In addition, Value Change in Global Perspective analyzes the 1990-91 World Values Survey, conducted in
forty societies representing over seventy percent of the world's population. These surveys cover an unprecedentedly broad range of the
economic and political spectrum, with data from low-income countries (such as China, India, Mexico, and Nigeria), newly industrialized
countries (such as South Korea) and former state-socialist countries in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union. This data adds
significant new meaning to our understanding of attitude shifts throughout the world. Value Change in Global Perspective has been written to
meet the needs of scholars and students alike. The use of percentage, percentage differences, and algebraic standardization procedures will
make the results easy to understand and useful in courses in comparative politics and in public opinion. Paul R. Abramson is Professor of
Political Science, Michigan State University. Ronald Inglehart is Professor of Political Science and Program Director, Institute for Social
Research, University of Michigan.
The book concludes with a hopeful view of the prospects for a fourth wave of global democratization.
Amid the current turmoil in the Middle East, Understanding Tahrir Square sounds a rare optimistic note. Surveying countries in other parts of
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the world during their transitions to democracy, author Stephen Grand argues that the long-term prospects in many parts of the Arab world
are actually quite positive. If the current polarization and political violence in the region can be overcome, democracy will eventually take root.
The key to this change will likely be ordinary citizens—foremost among them the young protestors of the Arab Spring who have filled the
region’s public spaces—most famously, Egypt’s Tahrir Square. The book puts the Arab Spring in comparative perspective. It reveals how
globalization and other changes are upending the expectations of citizens everywhere about the relationship between citizen and state.
Separate chapters examine the experiences of countries in the former Eastern bloc, in the Muslim-majority states of Asia, in Latin America,
and in Sub-Saharan Africa during the recent Third Wave of democratization. What these cases show is that, at the end of the day, democracy
requires democrats. Many complex factors go into making a democracy successful, such as the caliber of its political leaders, the quality of its
constitution, and the design of its political institutions. But unless there is clear public demand for new institutions to function as intended,
political leaders are unlikely to abide by the limits those institutions impose. If American policymakers want to support the brave activists
struggling to bring democracy to the Arab world, helping them cultivate an effective political constituency for democracy—in essence, growing
the Tahrir Square base—should be the lodestar of U.S. assistance.
In 1991 Samuel Huntington published "The Third Wave: Democratisation in the Late Twentieth Century". The book informed much of the
scholarly work on democratisation in Africa. Although comprehensive in classifying the causes and limitations of transitions to democracy,
"The Third Wave" was also limited in its definition of democracy and expectations of a new democracy. This volume engages with the topics
of democracy and democratisation in contemporary African politics at the local, national and continental level. It acknowledges a conceptual
debt to Huntington when discussing elections, party systems, leadership and the development of continental norms of liberal democracy, but
also highlights new conversations (eg: about participatory spaces) that go beyond the Third Wave.
The role of Western NGOs in the transition of postcommunist nations to democracy has been well documented. In this study, Paulina
Pospieszna follows a different trajectory, examining the role of a former aid recipient (Poland), newly democratic itself, and its efforts to aid
democratic transitions in the neighboring states of Belarus and Ukraine. Belarus is widely regarded as the most authoritarian state in the
region, while Ukraine is witnessing a slow, if often troubled, democratic consolidation. Each state presents a different set of challenges to
outside agencies. As Pospieszna shows, Poland is uniquely positioned to offer effective counsel on the transition to democracy. With
similarities of language and culture, and a shared history, combined with strong civic activism and success within the European Union,
Poland's regional policies have successfully combined its need for security and a motivation to spread democracy as primary concerns.
Pospieszna details the founding, internal workings, goals, and methods of Poland's aid programs. She then compares the relative degrees of
success of each in Belarus and Ukraine and documents the work yet to be done. As her theoretical basis, Pospieszna analyzes current
thinking on the methods and effectiveness of NGOs in transitions to democracy, particularly U.S.- and European-led aid efforts. She then
views the applicability of these methods to the case of Poland and its aid recipients. Overwhelmingly, Pospieszna finds the greatest success
in developmental programs targeting civil society--workers, intellectuals, teachers, students, and other NGO actors. Through extensive
interviews with government administrators and NGO workers in Poland and the United States, coupled with archival research, Pospieszna
assembles an original perspective on the mitigation of the 'postcommunist divide'. Her work will serve as a model for students and scholars of
states in transition, and it provides an overview of both successful and unsuccessful strategies employed by NGOs in democracy assistance.
The authors of The Economic Effects of Constitutions use econometric tools to study what they call the "missing link" between constitutional
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systems and economic policy; the book is an uncompromisingly empirical sequel to their previous theoretical analysis of economic policy.
Taking recent theoretical work as a point of departure, they ask which theoretical findings are supported and which are contradicted by the
facts. The results are based on comparisons of political institutions across countries or time, in a large sample of contemporary democracies.
They find that presidential/parliamentary and majoritarian/proportional dichotomies influence several economic variables: presidential regimes
induce smaller public sectors, and proportional elections lead to greater and less targeted government spending and larger budget deficits.
Moreover, the details of the electoral system (such as district magnitude and ballot structure) influence corruption and structural policies
toward economic growth.Persson and Tabellini's goal is to draw conclusions about the causal effects of constitutions on policy outcomes. But
since constitutions are not randomly assigned to countries, how the constitutional system was selected in the first place must be taken into
account. This raises challenging methodological problems, which are addressed in the book. The study is therefore important not only in its
findings but also in establishing a methodology for empirical analysis in the field of comparative politics.
Over the 1980s Latin America made great strides in democratization, while East Asia led the world in economic growth. Are the two
converging toward a model that combines economic and political liberalization? This text examines increased scope for mutual support
among aspiring democratic forces.
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