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The Terror Years From Al Qaeda To The Islamic State
The terrorist destruction of the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001 was the climax of a course plotted by Osama Bin-Laden to bring
about his apocalyptic vision of a decisive clash between the Western and Moslem worlds. This timely volume details the the organizational
workings and belief system of Bin-Laden's brutal campaign. The authors explore the background and objectives of the attacks, the elaborate
planning that went into them, and the process of their practical execution. In addition to its factual account, "The Globalization of Terror"
makes a significant contribution to scholarly and theoretical research dealing with international terror. The book offers a unique analysis of the
Afghan "alumni," who had previously fought the Soviets in the 1980s, within the overall tapestry related to modern international terror. The
authors detail how their activities evolved from a movement of national self-defense to the militant worldview identified with radical Islam. The
book reveals, as well, the organizational structure so carefully erected by Bin-Laden and his associates, in order to realize the vision of a
worldwide Islamic Caliphate in practical terms. The book is intended to work as a set of guidelines for newcomers to the world of international
terrorism, including anti-terror task forces, heads of security companies as well as professionals in the field. The importance of "The
Globalization of Terror" lies in its clear presentation and precise analysis regarding the dimensions of the danger international terror poses to
the free world, and in its recommendations for the necessary strategy to prevent the recurrence of acts of large-scale terror.
"When he succeeded his father in 1999, King Abdullah of Jordan released a batch of political prisoners in the hopes of smoothing his
transition to power. Little did he know that among those released was Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, a man who would go on to become a terrorist
mastermind too dangerous even for al-Qaeda and give rise to an Islamist movement bent on dominating the Middle East. Zarqawi began by
directing hotel bombings and assassinations in Jordan from a base in northern Iraq, but it was the American invasion of that country in 2003
that catapulted him to the head of a vast insurgency. By identifying him as the link between Saddam and bin Laden, the CIA inadvertently
created a monster. Like-minded radicals saw him as a hero resisting the infidel occupiers and rallied to his cause. Their wave of brutal
beheadings and suicide bombings continued for years until Jordanian intelligence provided the Americans with the crucial intelligence needed
to eliminate Zarqawi in a 2006 airstrike. But his movement endured, first called al-Qaeda in Iraq, then renamed Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria, or ISIS, seeking refuge in unstable, ungoverned pockets on the Iraq-Syria border. And as the Syrian civil war broke out in 2011, ISIS
seized its chance to pursue Zarqawi's dream of a sweeping, ultra-conservative Islamic caliphate. Drawing on unique access to CIA and
Jordanian sources, Joby Warrick weaves together heart-pounding, moment-by-moment operational details with overarching historical
perspectives to reveal the long trajectory of today's most dangerous Islamic extremist threat"-From its birth in the late 1990s as the jihadist dream of terrorist leader Abu Musab al Zarqawi, the Islamic State (known by a variety of names,
including ISIS, ISIL, and al Qaeda in Iraq) has grown into a massive enterprise, redrawing national borders across the Middle East and
subjecting an area larger than the United Kingdom to its own vicious brand of Sharia law. In ISIS: The Terror Nation, world-renowned
terrorism expert Loretta Napoleoni builds on her international best-selling The Islamic Phoenix, with new chapters on the Islamic State's
recruitment of Western women, economic strategy, and recent terrorist attacks around the world. Napoleoni takes us beyond the headlines,
demonstrating that while Western media portrays the Islamic State as little more than a gang of thugs on a winning streak, the organization is
proposing a new model for nation building. Waging a traditional war of conquest to carve out the twenty-first-century version of the original
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Caliphate, ISIS uses modern technology to recruit and fundraise while engaging the local population in the day-to-day running of the new
state. Rising from the ashes of failing jihadist enterprises, the Islamic State has shown a deep understanding of Middle Eastern politics, fully
exploiting proxy war and shell-state tactics. This is not another terrorist network but a formidable enemy in tune with the new modernity of the
current world disorder. As Napoleoni writes, "Ignoring these facts is more than misleading and superficial, it is dangerous. 'Know your enemy'
remains the most important adage in the fight against terrorism."
"The moving, eye-opening memoir of an innocent man detained at Gauntánamo Bay for 15 years: a story of humanity in the unlikeliest of
places and an unprecedented look at life at Gauntánamo on the eve of its 20th anniversary"-The so-called Islamic State, or ISIS, has inspired young men and women all over the world to commit horrible atrocities in its name. How has
the Islamic State surpassed al-Qaeda to become the most popular jihadist group on the planet? Its goal is not only to revive the Islamic
empire but also usher in the End of Times - a final battle that will restore the Muslim community to its medieval glory days. And they will not
stop until they achieve their mission.
"Originally published in hardcover in the United States by Alfred A. Knopf, a division of Penguin Random House LLC, New York, in
2014"--Title page verso.
For anyone wishing to understand the next, post-9/11 generation of al-Qaeda planning, leadership, and tactics, there is only one place to
begin: Southeast Asia. In fact, such countries as the Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand, and Malaysia have been crucial nodes in the al-Qaeda
network since long before the strikes on the Pentagon and World Trade Center, but when the allies overran Afghanistan, the new camps in
Southeast Asia became the key training grounds for the future. It is in the Muslim strongholds in the Philippines and Indonesia that the next
generation of al-Qaeda can be found. In this powerful, eye-opening work, Maria Ressa casts the most illuminating light ever on this
fascinating but little-known "terrorist HQ." Every major al-Qaeda attack since 1993 has had a connection to the Philippines, and Maria Ressa,
CNN's lead investigative reporter for Asia and a Filipino-American who has lived in the region since 1986, has broken story after story about
them. From the early, failed attempts to assassinate Pope John Paul II and Bill Clinton to the planning of the 9/11 strikes and the "48 Hours of
Terror," in which eleven American jetliners were to be blown up over the Pacific, she has interviewed the terrorists, their neighbors and
families, and the investigators from six different countries who have tracked them down. After the Bali bombing, al-Qaeda's worst strike since
9/11, which killed more than two hundred, Ressa broke major revelations about how it was planned, why it was a Plan B substitute for an
even more ambitious scheme aimed at Singapore, and why the suicide bomber recruited to deliver the explosives almost caused the whole
plan to fall apart when he admitted he could barely drive a car. Above all, Ressa has seen how al-Qaeda's tactics are shifting under the
pressures of the war on terror. Rather than depending upon its own core membership (estimated at three to four thousand at its peak), the
network is now enmeshing itself in local conflicts, co-opting Muslim independence movements wherever they can be found, and helping local
"revolutionaries" to fund, plan, and execute sinister attacks against their neighbors and the West. If history is any guide, al-Qaeda revisits its
plans over and over until they can succeed -- and many of those plans have already been discovered and are here revealed, thanks to
classified investigative documents uncovered by Ressa.
An ISIS/Trump update to the bestselling book about the FBI's role in manufacturing terrorist plots.
Richard Clarke has been one of America's foremost experts on counterterrorism measures for more than two decades. He has served under
four presidents from both parties, beginning in Ronald Reagan's State Department becoming America's first Counter-terrorism Czar under Bill
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Clinton and remaining for the first two years of George W. Bush's administration. He has seen every piece of intelligence on Al-Qaeda from
the beginning; he was in the Situation Room on September 11th and he knows exactly what has taken place under the United State's new
Department of Homeland Security. Through gripping, thriller-like scenes, he tells the full story for the first time and explains what the Bush
Administration are doing.
At an internment camp in Indonesia, forty-seven people are pronounced dead with acute hemorrhagic fever. When epidemiologist Henry
Parsons travels there on behalf of the World Health Organization to investigate, what he finds will have staggering repercussions. Halfway
across the globe, the deputy director of U.S. Homeland Security scrambles to mount a response to the rapidly spreading pandemic
leapfrogging around the world, which she believes may be the result of an act of biowarfare. And a rogue experimenter in man-made
diseases is preparing his own terrifying solution. As already-fraying global relations begin to snap, the virus slashes across the United States,
dismantling institutions and decimating the population. With his own wife and children facing diminishing odds of survival, Henry travels from
Indonesia to Saudi Arabia to his home base at the CDC in Atlanta, searching for a cure and for the origins of this seemingly unknowable
disease.
A former State Department official draws on a wide range of voices and stories to explore the human costs of conflict, asking hard questions
about the U.S. wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Summary of The Terror Years by Lawrence Wright | Includes Analysis Preview: Lawrence Wright’s The Terror Years: From Al-Qaeda to the
Islamic State is a collection of Wright’s essays from The New Yorker and other venues about radical Islamic terror in the 2000s. Terrorist
activities are shaped by the experiences, ideology, and choices of terrorist leaders. The wave of international terrorism in the 1990s and
2000s came about in part because of the partnership of Osama bin Laden, a wealthy Saudi, and Ayman al-Zawahiri, an Egyptian surgeon. AlQaeda’s increased brutality and its escalating attacks on Muslims were the result of the rise in influence of convicted Jordanian criminal
Musab al-Zarqawi, who gained control of al-Qaeda operations in Iraq. Conversely, when Sayyed Imam Al-Sharif, also known as Dr. Fadl, an
important Egyptian theorist of violent terrorism, renounced indiscriminate violence in 2007, it had a splintering effect on the Islamic terrorist
movement and reduced the threat of violence, especially in Egypt. US counterterrorism officials… PLEASE NOTE: This is key takeaways and
analysis of the book and NOT the original book. Inside this Instaread Summary of The Terror Years by Lawrence Wright | Includes Analysis ·
Overview of the Book · Important People · Key Takeaways · Analysis of Key Takeaways About the Author With Instaread, you can get the key
takeaways, summary and analysis of a book in 15 minutes. We read every chapter, identify the key takeaways and analyze them for your
convenience. Visit our website at instaread.co.
“If you only read one book this year on America’s unending ‘War on Terror,’ it should be this persuasive and devastatingly damning
account of how the United States created the original al Qaeda terrorism threat by its own actions and then increased that threat by orders of
magnitude by its wanton killings in one country after another in the name of ‘counter-terrorism.’ Once I started reading it, I couldn’t stop!” —
Daniel Ellsberg, Pentagon Papers whistleblower and author of The Doomsday Machine: Confessions of a Nuclear War Planner
Several "pieces first published in The New Yorker recall the path terror in the Middle East has taken from the rise of al-Qaeda in the 1990s to
the recent beheadings of reporters and aid workers by ISIS ... They include an ... impression of Saudi Arabia, a kingdom of silence under the
control of the religious police; the Syrian film industry, then compliant at the edges but already exuding a feeling of the barely masked fury
that erupted into civil war; [and] the 2006-11 Israeli-Palestinian conflict in Gaza, a study in disparate values of human lives. Others continue to
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look into al-Qaeda as it forms a master plan for its future, experiences a rebellion from within the organization, and spins off a growing web of
terror in the world"-Ten powerful pieces first published in The New Yorker recall the path terror in the Middle East has taken from the rise of al-Qaeda in the
1990s to the recent beheadings of reporters and aid workers by ISIS. With the Pulitzer Prize-winning The Looming Tower, Lawrence Wright
became generally acknowledged as one of our major journalists writing on terrorism in the Middle East. This collection draws on several
articles he wrote while researching that book as well as many that he's written since, following where and how al-Qaeda and its core cult-like
beliefs have morphed and spread. They include an indelible impression of Saudi Arabia, a kingdom of silence under the control of the
religious police; the Syrian film industry, then compliant at the edges but already exuding a feeling of the barely masked fury that erupted into
civil war; the 2006-11 Israeli-Palestinian conflict in Gaza, a study in disparate values of human lives. Others continue to look into al-Qaeda as
it forms a master plan for its future, experiences a rebellion from within the organization, and spins off a growing web of terror in the world.
The American response is covered in profiles of two FBI agents and a chief of the CIA. It ends with the recent devastating piece about the
capture and beheading by ISIS of four American journalists and aid workers, and how the US government failed to handle the situation.
Winner of the 2004 Arthur Ross Book Award from the Council on Foreign Relations From two of the world’s foremost experts on the new
terrorism comes the de?nitive book on the rise of al-Qaeda and America’s efforts to combat the most innovative and dangerous terrorist
group ever. Daniel Benjamin and Steven Simon trace the growth of radical Islam from its medieval origins and, drawing on their years of
counter-terrorism work at the National Security Council, provide essential insights into the thinking of Usama bin Laden and his followers.
With unique authority, they analyze why America was unable to defend itself against this revolutionary threat on September 11, 2001, why bin
Laden’s apocalyptic creed is gaining ground in the Islamic world, and what the United States must do to stop the new terror.

Kurt Eichenwald—New York Times bestselling author of Conspiracy of Fools and The Informant— recounts the first 500
days after 9/11 in a comprehensive, compelling page-turner as gripping as any thriller. In 500 Days, master chronicler
Kurt Eichenwald lays bare the harrowing decisions, deceptions, and delusions of the eighteen months that changed the
world forever, as leaders raced to protect their citizens in the wake of 9/11. Eichenwald’s gripping, immediate style and
trueto- life dialogue puts readers at the heart of these historic events, from the Oval Office to Number 10 Downing Street,
from Guantanamo Bay to the depths of CIA headquarters, from the al-Qaeda training camps to the torture chambers of
Egypt and Syria. He reveals previously undisclosed information from the terror wars, including never before reported
details about warrantless wiretapping, the anthrax attacks and investigations, and conflicts between Washington and
London. With his signature fast-paced narrative style, Eichenwald— whose book, The Informant, was called “one of the
best nonfiction books of the decade” by The New York Times Book Review—exposes a world of secrets and lies that has
remained hidden for far too long.
Places the Qaeda movement in the context of Islamic and Middle Eastern history, and discusses terrorist methods, the
life and thought of Osama bin Laden, terrorist psychology, finances, and related topics.
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"An impressive combination of diligence and verve, deploying Ackerman’s deep stores of knowledge as a national
security journalist to full effect. The result is a narrative of the last 20 years that is upsetting, discerning and brilliantly
argued." —The New York Times "One of the most illuminating books to come out of the Trump era." —New York Magazine
An examination of the profound impact that the War on Terror had in pushing American politics and society in an
authoritarian direction For an entire generation, at home and abroad, the United States has waged an endless conflict
known as the War on Terror. In addition to multiple ground wars, it has pioneered drone strikes and industrial-scale digital
surveillance, as well as detaining people indefinitely and torturing them. These conflicts have yielded neither peace nor
victory, but they have transformed America. What began as the persecution of Muslims and immigrants has become a
normalized, paranoid feature of American politics and security, expanding the possibilities for applying similar or worse
measures against other targets at home. A politically divided country turned the War on Terror into a cultural and then
tribal struggle, first on the ideological fringes and ultimately expanding to conquer the Republican Party, often with the
timid acquiescence of the Democratic Party. Today's nativist resurgence walked through a door opened by the 9/11 era.
Reign of Terror will show how these policies created a foundation for American authoritarianism and, though it is not a
book about Donald Trump, it will provide a critical explanation of his rise to power and the sources of his political
strength. It will show that Barack Obama squandered an opportunity to dismantle the War on Terror after killing Osama
bin Laden. That mistake turns out to have been portentous. By the end of his tenure, the war metastasized into a broader
and bitter culture struggle in search of a demagogue like Trump to lead it. A union of journalism and intellectual history,
Reign of Terror will be a pathbreaking and definitive book with the power to transform how America understands its
national security policies and their catastrophic impact on its civic life.
New York Times Bestseller Like See No Evil and At the Center of the Storm, this is a vivid and gripping account of the
Central Intelligence Agency, a life of secrets, and a war in the shadows. Called the "Bob Gates of his generation" by
Politico, Michael Morell was a top CIA officer who played a critical role in the most important counterterrorism events of
the past two decades. Morell was by President Bush's side on 9/11/01 when terrorists struck America and in the White
House Situation Room advising President Obama on 5/1/11 when America struck back-killing Usama bin Ladin. From the
subway bombings in London to the terrorist attacks in Benghazi, Morell always seemed to find himself on the cusp of
history. A superb intelligence analyst and briefer, Morell now presents THE GREAT WAR OF OUR TIME, where he uses
his talents to offer an unblinking and insightful assessment of CIA's counterterrorism successes and failures of the past
twenty years and, perhaps most important, shows readers that the threat of terrorism did not die with Bin Ladin in
Abbottabad. Morell illuminates new, growing threats from terrorist groups that, if unaddressed, could leave the country
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vulnerable to attacks that would dwarf 9/11 in magnitude. He writes of secret, back-channel negotiations he conducted
with foreign spymasters and regime leaders in a desperate attempt to secure a peaceful outcome to unrest launched
during the "Arab Spring." Morell describes how efforts to throw off the shackles of oppression have too often resulted in
broken nation states unable or unwilling to join the fight against terrorism. Along the way Morell provides intimate portraits
of the leadership styles of figures ranging from Presidents Bush and Obama, CIA directors Tenet, Goss, Hayden,
Petraeus, Panetta, and Brennan, and a host of others.
2014 has the potential to go down as a crucial year in modern world history. A resurgent and bellicose Russia took over
Crimea and fueled a civil war in Eastern Ukraine. Post-Saddam Iraq, in many respects a creature of the United States
because of the war that began in 2003, lost a third of its territory to an army of hyper-violent millennialists. The peace
process in Israel seemed to completely collapse. Finally, after coalescing in Syria as a territorial entity, the Islamic State
swept into northern Iraq and through northeastern Syria, attracting legions of recruits from Europe and the Middle East. In
short, the post-Cold War security order that the US had constructed after 1991 seemed to be coming apart at the seams.
David Kilcullen was one of the architects of America's strategy in the late phases of the second Gulf War, and also spent
time in Afghanistan and other hotspots. In Blood Year, he provides a wide-angle view of the current situation in the
Middle East and analyzes how America and the West ended up in such dire circumstances. Whereas in 2008 it appeared
that the U.S. might pull a modest stalemate from the jaws of defeat in Iraq, six years later the situation had reversed.
After America pulled out of Iraq completely in 2011, the Shi'ite president cut Sunnis out of the power structure and
allowed Iranian influence to grow. And from the debris of Assad's Syria arose an extremist Sunni organization even more
radical than Al Qaeda. Unlike Al Qaeda, ISIS was intent on establishing its own state, and within a remarkably short time
they did. Interestingly, Kilcullen highlights how embittered former Iraqi Ba'athist military officers were key contributors to
ISIS's military successes. Kilcullen lays much of the blame on Bush's initial decision to invade Iraq (which had negative
secondary effects in Afghanistan), but also takes Obama to task for simply withdrawing and adopting a "leading from
behind" strategy. As events have proven, Kilcullen contends, withdrawal was a fundamentally misguided plan. The U.S.
had uncorked the genie, and it had a responsibility to at least attempt to keep it under control. Instead, the U.S. is at a
point where administration officials state that the losses of Ramadi and Palmyra are manageable setbacks. Kilcullen
argues that the U.S. needs to re-engage in the region, whether it wants to or not, because it is largely responsible for the
situation that is now unfolding. Blood Year is an essential read for anyone interested in understanding not only why the
region that the U.S. invaded a dozen years ago has collapsed into utter chaos, but also what it can do to alleviate the
grim situation.
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"When British and American intelligence catch wind of a major Al Qaeda operation in the works, they instantly
galvanize--but to do what? They know nothing about it: the what, where, or when. They have no sources in Al Qaeda,
and it's impossible to plant s
Ganador del premio Pulitzer por La torre elevada, Lawrence Wright es considerado uno de los periodistas ms
prestigiosos en temas de terrorismo y Oriente Medio. Los reportajes reunidos en Los aos del terror buscan dar
explicacin a la metamorfosis y la expansin de al-Qaeda desde sus orgenes en los aos noventa hasta nuestros das,
con el surgimiento del Estado Islmico. Desde el indeleble recuento de su estancia por Arabia Saud, pasando por la
industria cinematogrfica siria, el conflicto de Gaza, y un devastador artculo sobre la captura y las ejecuciones de los
cuatro periodistas y cooperadores internacionales en manos del Estado Islmico y el estrepitoso fracaso de las
democracias occidentales, en particular de Estados Unidos para hacer frente al conflicto que asola Oriente Medio, el
lector se ve embarcado en una inquietante travesa por el mundo de la violencia yihadista, convirtindose en observador
de perpetradores, cabecillas, lobos solitarios, vctimas y enemigos. Reseas: Wright entreteje sus investigaciones en
un sutil tapiz de experiencias personales y sensatas reflexiones. James Traub, The New York Times Book Review
Fascinante[...] este libro llamar la atencin de todos los lectores interesados en los orgenes y posterior desarrollo de
los movimientos terroristas. Library Journal Uno de los periodistas ms lcidos nos ayuda de nuevo a comprender el
extremismo islmico y la reaccin occidental. Ahmed Rashid, The New York Times Un prosa clara e incisiva [...] Cada
reportaje es una mina de informacincondensada. USA Today Esto es reportaje de alto nivel. Lawrence Wright hace
recuento de sus investigaciones con prosa cristalina sin perder su propio comps moral. Max Boot, The Wall Street
Journal ENGLISH DESCRIPTION With the Pulitzer Prize-winning The Looming Tower, Lawrence Wright became
generally acknowledged as one of our major journalists writing on terrorism in the Middle East. Here, in ten powerful
pieces first published in The New Yorker, he recalls the path that terror in the Middle East has taken, from the rise of alQaeda in the 1990s to the recent beheadings of reporters and aid workers by ISIS. The Terror Years draws on several
articles he wrote while researching The Looming Tower, as well as many that he''s written since, following where and
how al-Qaeda and its core cultlike beliefs have morphed and spread. They include a portrait of the "man behind bin
Laden," Ayman al-Zawahiri, and the tumultuous Egypt he helped spawn; an indelible impression of Saudi Arabia, a
kingdom of silence under the control of the religious police; the Syrian film industry, at the time compliant at the edges but
already exuding a feeling of the barely masked fury that erupted into civil war; the 2006-11 Israeli-Palestinian conflict in
Gaza, a study in the disparate value of human lives. Other chapters examine al-Qaeda as it forms a master plan for its
future, experiences a rebellion from within the organization, and spins off a growing web of worldwide terror. The
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American response is covered in profiles of two FBI agents and the head of the intelligence community. The book ends
with a devastating piece about the capture and slaying by ISIS of four American journalists and aid workers, and our
government''s failed response. On the fifteenth anniversary of 9/11, The Terror Years is at once a unifying recollection of
the roots of contemporary Middle Eastern terrorism, a study of how it has grown and metastasized, and, in the scary and
moving epilogue, a cautionary tale of where terrorism might take us yet.
The Terror YearsFrom Al-Qaeda to the Islamic StateVintage
From the Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist and bestselling author of Backlash—an unflinching dissection of the mind of America after 9/11 In
this most original examination of America's post-9/11 culture, Susan Faludi shines a light on the country's psychological response to the
attacks on that terrible day. Turning her acute observational powers on the media, popular culture, and political life, Faludi unearths a barely
acknowledged but bedrock societal drama shot through with baffling contradictions. Why, she asks, did our culture respond to an assault
against American global dominance with a frenzied summons to restore "traditional" manhood, marriage, and maternity? Why did we react as
if the hijackers had targeted not a commercial and military edifice but the family home and nursery? Why did an attack fueled by hatred of
Western emancipation lead us to a regressive fixation on Doris Day womanhood and John Wayne masculinity, with trembling "security
moms," swaggering presidential gunslingers, and the "rescue" of a female soldier cast as a "helpless little girl"? The answer, Faludi finds, lies
in a historical anomaly unique to the American experience: the nation that in recent memory has been least vulnerable to domestic attack was
forged in traumatizing assaults by nonwhite "barbarians" on town and village. That humiliation lies concealed under a myth of cowboy bluster
and feminine frailty, which is reanimated whenever threat and shame looms. Brilliant and important, The Terror Dream shows what 9/11
revealed about us—and offers the opportunity to look at ourselves anew.
'If you see the Black Banners coming from Khurasan, join that army, even if you have to crawl over ice; no power will be able to stop them'
Hadith attributed to the Prophet Muhammad The Black Banners is the ultimate insider's account of the realities of counter-terrorism. During a
decade on the front lines, as the FBI's lead investigator into Al Qaeda, Ali Soufan thwarted plots around the world and won some of the most
important confessions from terrorists - without laying so much as a hand on them. Most of these stories have never been reported before, and
never by anyone with such intimate firsthand knowledge. Soufan takes us into the interrogation rooms, into the hideouts. He even gives us a
ringside seat at bin Laden's personal celebration of the 9/11 bombings. This is a gripping blow-by-blow account of the ten-year hunt for the
most dangerous and well-connected Islamist terrorists - some of whom are still at large. In The Black Banners Soufan also explains why the
pervasive use of torture is not helping in the 'War on Terror', and how a more enlightened approach to intelligence is not only possible, but
essential. This is a story not just of intrigue and bravery, but of empathy. He shows us how terrorists think and operate. And he shows that
through this understanding, they can be stopped and finally brought to justice. Ali Soufan knows the truth about the successes and failures of
countering terrorism. His knowledge is essential to us all.
Beginning with the absolutely critical first moments of the outbreak in China, and ending with an epilogue on the vaccine rollout and the
unprecedented events between the election of Joseph Biden and his inauguration, Lawrence Wright's The Plague Year surges forward with
essential information--and fascinating historical parallels--examining the medical, economic, political, and social ramifications of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
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National Book Award Finalist A clear-sighted revelation, a deep penetration into the world of Scientology by the Pulitzer Prize-winning author
of The Looming Tower, the now-classic study of al-Qaeda’s 9/11 attack. Based on more than two hundred personal interviews with current
and former Scientologists—both famous and less well known—and years of archival research, Lawrence Wright uses his extraordinary
investigative ability to uncover for us the inner workings of the Church of Scientology. At the book’s center, two men whom Wright brings
vividly to life, showing how they have made Scientology what it is today: The darkly brilliant science-fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard, whose
restless, expansive mind invented a new religion. And his successor, David Miscavige—tough and driven, with the unenviable task of
preserving the church after the death of Hubbard. We learn about Scientology’s complicated cosmology and special language. We see the
ways in which the church pursues celebrities, such as Tom Cruise and John Travolta, and how such stars are used to advance the church’s
goals. And we meet the young idealists who have joined the Sea Org, the church’s clergy, signing up with a billion-year contract. In Going
Clear, Wright examines what fundamentally makes a religion a religion, and whether Scientology is, in fact, deserving of this constitutional
protection. Employing all his exceptional journalistic skills of observation, understanding, and shaping a story into a compelling narrative,
Lawrence Wright has given us an evenhanded yet keenly incisive book that reveals the very essence of what makes Scientology the
institution it is.
Examines the drug trade in Afghanistan, discussing how farmers there continue to grow poppy illegally, and how the Taliban and al Qaeda
control heroin labs and distribution networks, and use drug profits to finance terrorist activities.
The Islamic State, known as ISIS, exploded into the public eye in 2014 with startling speed and shocking brutality. It has captured the
imagination of the global jihadist movement, attracting recruits in unprecedented numbers and wreaking bloody destruction with a sadistic
glee that has alienated even the hardcore terrorists of its parent organization, al Qaeda. Jessica Stern and J.M. Berger, two of America’s
leading experts on terrorism, dissect the new model for violent extremism that ISIS has leveraged into an empire of death in Iraq and Syria,
and an international network that is rapidly expanding in the Middle East, North Africa and around the world. ISIS: The State of Terror traces
the ideological innovations that the group deploys to recruit unprecedented numbers of Westerners, the composition of its infamous snuff
videos, and the technological tools it exploits on social media to broadcast its atrocities, and its recruiting pitch to the world, including its
success at attracting thousands of Western adherents. The authors examine ISIS’s predatory abuse of women and children and its use of
horror to manipulate world leaders and its own adherents as it builds its twisted society. The authors offer a much-needed perspective on how
world leaders should prioritize and respond to ISIS’s deliberate and insidious provocations.
A New York Times Notable Book National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist An NPR Best Book of the Year God Save Texas is a journey
through the most controversial state in America. It is a red state, but the cities are blue and among the most diverse in the nation. Oil is still
king, but Texas now leads California in technology exports. Low taxes and minimal regulation have produced extraordinary growth, but also
striking income disparities. Texas looks a lot like the America that Donald Trump wants to create. Bringing together the historical and the
contemporary, the political and the personal, Texas native Lawrence Wright gives us a colorful, wide-ranging portrait of a state that not only
reflects our country as it is, but as it may become—and shows how the battle for Texas’s soul encompasses us all.
The world’s leading expert on Osama bin Laden delivers for the first time the definitive biography of a man who set the course of American
foreign policy for the 21st century, and whose ideological heirs we continue to battle today. In The Rise and Fall of Osama bin Laden, Peter
Bergen provides the first reevaluation of the man responsible for precipitating America’s long wars with al-Qaeda and its descendants,
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capturing bin Laden in all the dimensions of his life: as a family man, as a zealot, as a battlefield commander, as a terrorist leader, and as a
fugitive. The book sheds light on his many contradictions: he was the son of a billionaire, yet insisted his family live like paupers. He adored
his wives and children, depending on two of his wives, both of whom had PhDs, to make important strategic decisions. Yet he also brought
ruin to his family. He was fanatically religious, yet willing to kill thousands of civilians in the name of Islam. He inspired deep loyalty yet, in the
end, his bodyguards turned against him. And while he inflicted the most lethal act of mass murder in United States history, he failed to
achieve any of his strategic goals. The lasting image we have of bin Laden in his final years is of an aging man with a graying beard watching
old footage of himself, just another dad flipping through the channels with his remote. In the end, bin Laden died in a squalid suburban
compound, far from the front lines of his holy war. And yet despite that unheroic denouement, his ideology lives on. Thanks to exclusive
interviews with family members and associates, and documents unearthed only recently, Bergen’s portrait of Osama will reveal for the first
time who he really was and why he continues to inspire a new generation of jihadists.

With the Pulitzer Prize–winning The Looming Tower, Lawrence Wright became generally acknowledged as one of our
major journalists writing on terrorism in the Middle East. Here, in ten powerful pieces first published in The New Yorker,
he recalls the path that terror in the Middle East has taken, from the rise of al-Qaeda in the 1990s to the recent
beheadings of reporters and aid workers by ISIS. The Terror Years draws on several articles he wrote while researching
The Looming Tower, as well as many that he’s written since, following where and how al-Qaeda and its core cultlike
beliefs have morphed and spread. They include a portrait of the “man behind bin Laden,” Ayman al-Zawahiri, and the
tumultuous Egypt he helped spawn; an indelible impression of Saudi Arabia, a kingdom of silence under the control of the
religious police; the Syrian film industry, at the time compliant at the edges but already exuding a feeling of the barely
masked fury that erupted into civil war; the 2006–11 Israeli-Palestinian conflict in Gaza, a study in the disparate value of
human lives. Other chapters examine al-Qaeda as it forms a master plan for its future, experiences a rebellion from
within the organization, and spins off a growing web of worldwide terror. The American response is covered in profiles of
two FBI agents and the head of the intelligence community. The book ends with a devastating piece about the capture
and slaying by ISIS of four American journalists and aid workers, and our government’s failed response. On the fifteenth
anniversary of 9/11, The Terror Years is at once a unifying recollection of the roots of contemporary Middle Eastern
terrorism, a study of how it has grown and metastasized, and, in the scary and moving epilogue, a cautionary tale of
where terrorism might take us yet.
"Anyone who wants to understand the world we live in now should read this book." —Lawrence Wright To eliminate the
scourge of terrorism, we must first know who the enemy actually is, and what his motivations are. In Anatomy of Terror,
former FBI special agent and New York Times best-selling author Ali Soufan dissects Osama bin Laden’s brand of jihadi
terrorism and its major offshoots, revealing how these organizations were formed, how they operate, their strengths,
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and—crucially—their weaknesses. This riveting account examines the new Islamic radicalism through the stories of its flagbearers, including a U.S. Air Force colonel who once served Saddam Hussein, a provincial bookworm who declared
himself caliph of all Muslims, and bin Laden’s own beloved son Hamza, a prime candidate to lead the organization his
late father founded. Anatomy of Terror lays bare the psychology and inner workings of al-Qaeda, the Islamic State, and
their spawn, and shows how the spread of terror can be stopped. Winner of the Airey Neave Memorial Book Prize
The al-Qaeda Franchise asks why al-Qaeda adopted a branching-out strategy, introducing seven franchises spread over
the Middle East, Africa, and South Asia. After all, transnational terrorist organizations can expand through other
organizational strategies. Forming franchises was not an inevitable outgrowth of al-Qaeda's ideology or its U.S.-focused
strategy. The efforts to create local franchises have also undermined one of al-Qaeda's primary achievements: the
creation of a transnational entity based on religious, not national, affiliation. The book argues that al-Qaeda's branching
out strategy was not a sign of strength, but instead a response to its decline in the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks.
Franchising reflected an escalation of al-Qaeda's commitments in response to earlier strategic mistakes, leaders' hubris,
and its diminished capabilities. Although the introduction of new branches helped al-Qaeda create a frightening image far
beyond its actual capabilities, ultimately this strategy neither increased the al-Qaeda threat, nor enhanced the
organization's political objectives. In fact, the rise of ISIS from an al-Qaeda branch to the dominant actor in the jihadi
camp demonstrates how expansion actually incurred heavy costs for al-Qaeda. The al-Qaeda Franchise goes beyond
explaining the adoption of a branching out strategy, also exploring particular expansion choices. Through nine case
studies, it analyzes why al-Qaeda formed branches in some arenas but not others, and why its expansion in some
locations, such as Yemen, took the form of in-house franchising (with branches run by al-Qaeda's own fighters), while
other locations, such as Iraq and Somalia, involved merging with groups already operating in the target arena. It ends
with an assessment of al-Qaeda's future in light of the turmoil in the Middle East, the ascendance of ISIS, and US foreign
policy.
Paul Thompson's The Terror Timeline offers a complete and thorough history of the many roads that converged on 9/11,
including the development of Islamic fundamentalism, the activities of bin Laden and al-Qaeda, and the failures of U.S.
investigations and counterterrorism efforts. It traces the actions (and inactions) of every important figure in the war on
terror, both before and after 9/11, bringing them together in a volume that offers a comprehensive and provocative look at
this complex subject. Packed with little-known facts and disturbing questions, The Terror Timeline is the first complete
reference guide to the events of 9/11 and the war on terror -- the definitive primer on the most momentous issue of our
times.
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First published in English in 2007 under title: The history of terrorism: from antiquity to al Qaeda.
The Dark Side is a dramatic, riveting, and definitive narrative account of how the United States made self-destructive
decisions in the pursuit of terrorists around the world—decisions that not only violated the Constitution, but also hampered
the pursuit of Al Qaeda. In spellbinding detail, Jane Mayer relates the impact of these decisions by which key players,
namely Vice President Dick Cheney and his powerful, secretive adviser David Addington, exploited September 11 to
further a long held agenda to enhance presidential powers to a degree never known in U.S. history, and obliterate
Constitutional protections that define the very essence of the American experiment. With a new afterward. One of The
New York Times 10 Best Books of the Year National Bestseller National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist A Best Book
of the Year: Salon, Slate, The Economist, The Washington Post, Cleveland Plain-Dealer
Soon after the September 11 attacks in 2001, the United States captured hundreds of suspected al-Qaeda terrorists in
Afghanistan and around the world. By the following January the first of these prisoners arrived at the U.S. military's prison
camp in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where they were subject to President George W. Bush's executive order authorizing
their trial by military commissions. Jess Bravin, the "Wall Street Journal"'s Supreme Court correspondent, was there
within days of the prison's opening, and has continued ever since to cover the U.S. effort to create a parallel justice
system for enemy aliens. A maze of legal, political, and moral issues has stood in the way of justice--issues often raised
by military prosecutors who found themselves torn between duty to the chain of command and their commitment to
fundamental American values.While much has been written about Guantanamo and brutal detention practices following
9/11, Bravin is the first to go inside the Pentagon's prosecution team to expose the real-world legal consequences of
those policies. Bravin describes cases undermined by inadmissible evidence obtained through torture, clashes between
military lawyers and administration appointees, and political interference in criminal prosecutions that would be shocking
within the traditional civilian and military justice systems. With the Obama administration planning to try the alleged 9/11
conspirators at Guantanamo--and vindicate the legal experiment the Bush administration could barely get off the
ground--"The Terror Courts" could not be more timely.
Explores both the American and Arab sides of the September 11th terrorist attacks in an account of the people, ideas,
events, and intelligence failures that led to the tragedies.
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