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Under Stalin’s leadership, the Soviet government carried out a massive number
of deportations, incarcerations, and executions. Paradoxically, at the very
moment that Soviet authorities were killing thousands of individuals, they were
also engaged in an enormous pronatalist campaign to boost the population. Even
as the number of repressions grew exponentially, Communist Party leaders
enacted sweeping social welfare and public health measures to safeguard
people's well-being. Extensive state surveillance of the population went hand in
hand with literacy campaigns, political education, and efforts to instill in people an
appreciation of high culture. In Cultivating the Masses, David L. Hoffmann
examines the Party leadership's pursuit of these seemingly contradictory policies
in order to grasp fully the character of the Stalinist regime, a regime intent on
transforming the socioeconomic order and the very nature of its citizens. To
analyze Soviet social policies, Hoffmann places them in an international
comparative context. He explains Soviet technologies of social intervention as
one particular constellation of modern state practices. These practices developed
in conjunction with the ambitions of nineteenth-century European reformers to
refashion society, and they subsequently prompted welfare programs, public
health initiatives, and reproductive regulations in countries around the world. The
mobilizational demands of World War I impelled political leaders to expand even
further their efforts at population management, via economic controls,
surveillance, propaganda, and state violence. Born at this moment of total war,
the Soviet system institutionalized these wartime methods as permanent features
of governance. Party leaders, whose dictatorship included no checks on state
power, in turn attached interventionist practices to their ideological goal of
building socialism.
This book uses the formerly secret Soviet state and Communist Party archives to
describe the creation and operations of the Soviet administrative command
system. It concludes that the system failed not because of the 'jockey'(i.e. Stalin
and later leaders) but because of the 'horse' (the economic system). Although
Stalin was the system's prime architect, the system was managed by thousands
of 'Stalins' in a nested dictatorship. The core values of the Bolshevik Party
dictated the choice of the administrative command system, and the system
dictated the political victory of a Stalin-like figure. This study pinpoints the
reasons for the failure of the system - poor planning, unreliable supplies, the
preferential treatment of indigenous enterprises, the lack of knowledge of
planners, etc. - but also focuses on the basic principal-agent conflict between
planners and producers, which created a sixty-year reform stalemate.
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This is a book about the steppe frontier land on the border of Ukraine and
Russia. A little-known former Cossack land, the Donbas remained a haven for
fugitives, providing freedom to whoever needed it. As a result, Stalin's Terror was
extrao rdinarily harsh in the Donbas. Drawing on much new information from
formerly closed archives in Ukraine and Russia, the book paints a detailed yet
panoramic picture of the tumultuous history of the Donbas and analyzes critical
events in modern Ukrainian and Russian history from a regional perspective.
Pulitzer Prize-finalist Stephen Kotkin has written the definitive biography of
Joseph Stalin, from collectivization and the Great Terror to the conflict with
Hitler's Germany that is the signal event of modern world history In 1929, Joseph
Stalin, having already achieved dictatorial power over the vast Soviet Empire,
formally ordered the systematic conversion of the world’s largest peasant
economy into “socialist modernity,” otherwise known as collectivization,
regardless of the cost. What it cost, and what Stalin ruthlessly enacted,
transformed the country and its ruler in profound and enduring ways. Building
and running a dictatorship, with life and death power over hundreds of millions,
made Stalin into the uncanny figure he became. Stephen Kotkin’s Stalin: Waiting
for Hitler, 1929–1941 is the story of how a political system forged an unparalleled
personality and vice versa. The wholesale collectivization of some 120 million
peasants necessitated levels of coercion that were extreme even for Russia, and
the resulting mass starvation elicited criticism inside the party even from those
Communists committed to the eradication of capitalism. But Stalin did not flinch.
By 1934, when the Soviet Union had stabilized and socialism had been implanted
in the countryside, praise for his stunning anti-capitalist success came from all
quarters. Stalin, however, never forgave and never forgot, with shocking
consequences as he strove to consolidate the state with a brand new elite of
young strivers like himself. Stalin’s obsessions drove him to execute nearly a
million people, including the military leadership, diplomatic and intelligence
officials, and innumerable leading lights in culture. While Stalin revived a great
power, building a formidable industrialized military, the Soviet Union was
effectively alone and surrounded by perceived enemies. The quest for security
would bring Soviet Communism to a shocking and improbable pact with Nazi
Germany. But that bargain would not unfold as envisioned. The lives of Stalin
and Hitler, and the fates of their respective dictatorships, drew ever closer to
collision, as the world hung in the balance. Stalin: Waiting for Hitler, 1929–1941 is
a history of the world during the build-up to its most fateful hour, from the vantage
point of Stalin’s seat of power. It is a landmark achievement in the annals of
historical scholarship, and in the art of biography.
Seven million people in the "breadbasket of Europe" were deliberately starved to
death at Stalin's command. This story has been suppressed for half a century.
Now, a survivor speaks. In 1929, in an effort to destroy the well-to-do peasant
farmers, Joseph Stalin ordered the collectivization of all Ukrainian farms. In the
ensuing years, a brutal Soviet campaign of confiscations, terrorizing, and murder
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spread throughout Ukrainian villages. What food remained after the seizures was
insufficient to support the population. In the resulting famine as many as seven
million Ukrainians starved to death. This poignant eyewitness account of the
Ukrainian famine by one of the survivors relates the young Miron Dolot's day-today confrontation with despair and death—his helplessness as friends and family
were arrested and abused—and his gradual realization, as he matured, of the
absolute control the Soviets had over his life and the lives of his people. But it is
also the story of personal dignity in the face of horror and humiliation. And it is an
indictment of a chapter in the Soviet past that is still not acknowledged by
Russian leaders.
This book explores the political significance of the development of historical
revisionism in the USSR under Khrushchev in the wake of the Twentieth
Congress of the CPSU and its demise with the onset of the 'period of stagnation'
under Brezhnev. On the basis of intensive interviews and original manuscript
material, the book demonstrates that the vigorous rejuvenation of historiography
undertaken by Soviet historians in the 1960s conceptually cleared the way for
and fomented the dramatic upheaval in Soviet historical writing occasioned by
the advent of perestroika.
By the summer of 1929 Soviet industrialisation was well under way, but
agriculture was in a profound crisis: in 1928 and 1929 grain to feed the towns
was wrested from the peasants by force, and the twenty-five million individual
peasant households lost the stimulus to extend or even to maintain their
production. In the autumn of 1929 the Soviet Politburo, led by Stalin, launched its
desperate effort to win the battle for agriculture by forcible collectivisation and by
large-scale mechanisation. Simultaneously hundreds of thousands of kulaks
(richer peasants) and recalcitrant peasants were expelled from their villages. This
book tells the story of these events, as momentous in their impact on Russian
history at the Bolshevik Revolution of October 1917, and of the temporary retreat
from collectivisation in the spring of 1930 in the face of peasant resistance. The
crisis in the Communist Party which resulted from this upheaval, in the months
preceding the XVI party congress in June 1930, is described in detail for the first
time.
Here is a pioneering account of everyday life under Stalin, written by one of the
foremost authorities on modern Russian history. Focusing on urban areas, the
book is an eye-opening account of day-to-day life in the blighted urban landscape
of 1930's Russia
This book examines the Soviet agricultural crisis of 1931-1933 which culminated
in the major famine of 1933. It is the first volume in English to make extensive
use of Russian and Ukrainian central and local archives to assess the extent and
causes of the famine. It reaches new conclusions on how far the famine was
'organized' or 'artificial', and compares it with other Russian and Soviet famines
and with major twentieth century famines elsewhere. Against this background, it
discusses the emergence of collective farming as an economic and social
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system.
By the summer of 1929 Soviet industrialisation was under way, but agriculture
was in a crisis: in 1928 and 1929 grain to feed the towns was wrested from the
peasants by force. In the autumn of 1929 the Soviet Politburo, led by Stalin,
launched its effort to win the battle for agriculture. This book tells the story of
these events.
The Age of the Dictators presents a comprehensive survey of the origins and
interrelationship of the European dictatorships. All the regimes are addressed,
with ample coverage of the period 1939-45, and analysis of the Soviet
government up to Stalin’s death in 1953. Exploring their ideological and political
roots, and the role of the First World War in their rise to power, David Williams
identifies the dictatorships as products of their time. He examines the Soviet,
Italian Fascist and Nazi dictatorships, as well as the authoritarian regimes in
Spain, Portugal, Eastern Europe and the Balkans, providing an analysis of each
as an entity, of how they evolved and related to one another, and to what extent
they were a common response to life after the First World War. Mindful of
historiographical issues, the textbook attends to the arguments of key historians,
and includes a list of relevant sources to assist students in their study of the
period. Combining an accessible, succinct writing style with a broad historical
scope, The Age of the Dictators is an illuminating and thorough account of a
fascinating period in world history.
The definitive work on Stalin's purges, the author's The Great Terror was
universally acclaimed when it first appeared in 1968. It was "hailed as the only
scrupulous, nonpartisan, and adequate book on the subject". And in recent years
it has received equally high praise in the Soviet Union, where it is now
considered the authority on the period, and has been serialized in Neva, one of
their leading periodicals. Of course, when the author wrote the original volume
two decades ago, he relied heavily on unofficial sources. Now, with the advent of
glasnost, an avalanche of new material is available, and he has mined this
enormous cache to write a substantially new edition of his classic work. It is
remarkable how many of the most disturbing conclusions have born up under the
light of fresh evidence. But the author has added enormously to the detail,
including hitherto secret information on the three great "Moscow Trials," on the
fate of the executed generals, on the methods of obtaining confessions, on the
purge of writers and other members of the intelligentsia, on life in the labor
camps, and many other key matters. Both a leading Sovietologist and a highly
respected poet, the author blends research with prose, providing not only an
authoritative account of Stalin's purges, but also a compelling chronicle of one of
this century's most tragic events. A timely revision of a book long out of print, this
is the updated version of the author's original work.
Reorganizing the agricultural sector into large-scale state and collective farms
was the most radical transformation of economic institutions implemented by
Marxist governments. Frederic Pryor provides perspective on this unique
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experiment by comparing in a systematic and original fashion the changes in the
organization of agriculture in all of the world's Marxist nations. This approach
allows not only a clearer understanding of the major lines of agricultural policy
and organization in these nations but also a keener insight into the reasons
underlying the variations among them. What have been the doctrinal elements
that have led to collectivization? Why has the process of collectivization been so
different in various nations? How have the farms been organized, both internally
and within the larger economy? How has the performance of agriculture differed
between the various Marxist nations and comparable capitalist nations? And
what are the difficulties in reversing collectivization and moving back toward
private agriculture? In answering these questions, The Red and the Green draws
on a vast number of primary and secondary sources from many nations, as well
as from extensive interviews with farmers, agricultural officials, and specialists in
more than a dozen Marxist nations. Among books dealing with problems of
communist economy, this study is unrivaled in its broad scope, combined with
careful institutional and statistical analysis. Originally published in 1992. The
Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again
make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of
Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these
important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to
the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by
Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
A member of the first generation of scholars allowed access to formerly closed
Soviet archives, Daniel Peris offers a new perspective on the Bolshevik regime's
antireligious policy from 1917 until 1941. He focuses on the activities of the
League of the Militant Godless, the organization founded by the regime in 1925
to spearhead its efforts to promote atheism and he presents the League's
propaganda, activities, and personnel at both the central and the provincial
levels. On the basis of his research in archives in rural Pskov and industrial
Iaroslavl', as well as in the central party and state archives in Moscow, Peris
emphasizes the transformation of the ideological agenda formulated in Moscow
as it moved to its intended audience. Storming the Heavens places the League
within the broader context of a Bolshevik political culture that often acted at cross
purposes to undermine the regime's stated goals. The League's lack of success,
argues Peris, reflects the bureaucratic orientation of Bolshevik political culture,
particularly in how it pursued the radical social vision of 1917. His book provides
a framework for undertanding secularization in revolutionary contexts as well as
contributing to the on-going reassessments of the Bolshevik era.
In this pathbreaking study, Lynne Viola produces a monumental history of the
vast peasant rebellion against collectivization. Peasant Rebels Under Stalin
retrieves a lost chapter from the history of Stalin's Russia. This chapter is of
immense significance because the peasant revolt against collectivization was the
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most violent and sustained resistance to the Soviet state after the Russian Civil
War. This book presents the history of a peasantry on the brink of destruction. It
is a study in peasant culture, politics, and community seen through the prism of
resistance. Based on newly declassified Soviet archives, including secret police
reports, Peasant Rebels Under Stalin documents the manifestation in Stalin's
Russia of universal strategies of peasant resistance in what amounted to a virtual
civil war between state and peasantry.
A critical edition of the text that defined communist party ideology in Stalin's
Soviet Union The Short Course on the History of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union (Bolsheviks) defined Stalinist ideology both at home and abroad. It
was quite literally the the master narrative of the USSR--a hegemonic statement
on history, politics, and Marxism-Leninism that scripted Soviet society for a
generation. This study exposes the enormous role that Stalin played in the
development of this all-important text, as well as the unparalleled influence that
he wielded over the Soviet historical imagination.
An examination of political, social and cultural developments in the Soviet Union. The book
identifies the social tensions and political inconsistencies that spurred radical change in the
government of Russia, from the turn of the century to the revolution of 1917. Kenez envisions
that revolution as a crisis of authority that posed the question, 'Who shall govern Russia?' This
question was resolved with the creation of the Soviet Union. Kenez traces the development of
the Soviet Union from the Revolution, through the 1920s, the years of the New Economic
Policies and into the Stalinist order. He shows how post-Stalin Soviet leaders struggled to find
ways to rule the country without using Stalin's methods but also without openly repudiating the
past, and to negotiate a peaceful but antipathetic coexistence with the capitalist West. In this
second edition, he also examines the post-Soviet period, tracing Russia's development up to
the time of publication.
First published in 1986. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
"Maybe some people are shy about writing, but I will write the real truth. . . . Is it really possible
that people at the newspaper haven't heard this. . . that we don't want to be on the kolkhoz
[collective farm], we work and work, and there's nothing to eat. Really, how can we live?"--a
farmer's letter, 1936, from Stalinism as a Way of Life What was life like for ordinary Russian
citizens in the 1930s? How did they feel about socialism and the acts committed in its name?
This unique book provides English-speaking readers with the responses of those who
experienced firsthand the events of the middle-Stalinist period. The book contains 157
documents--mostly letters to authorities from Soviet citizens, but also reports compiled by the
secret police and Communist Party functionaries, internal government and party memoranda,
and correspondence among party officials. Selected from recently opened Soviet archives,
these previously unknown documents illuminate in new ways both the complex social roots of
Stalinism and the texture of daily life during a highly traumatic decade of Soviet history.
Accompanied by introductory and linking commentary, the documents are organized around
such themes as the impact of terror on the citizenry, the childhood experience, the countryside
after collectivization, and the role of cadres that were directed to "decide everything." In their
own words, peasants and workers, intellectuals and the uneducated, adults and children, men
and women, Russians and people from other national groups tell their stories. Their writings
reveal how individual lives influenced--and were affected by--the larger events of Soviet
history.
These letters from Stalin to his trusted friend and political colleague Molotov constitute a
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Mark Sandle is Lecturer in Russian and East European History at De Montfort University.; This
book is intended for undergraduate courses on 20th century Soviet history/the Cold
War/European history/Soviet studies/History of political thought/Marxism-Leninism. The Left.
Resistance has become an important and controversial analytical category for the study of
Stalinism. The opening of Soviet archives allows historians an unprecedented look at the fabric
of state and society in the 1930s. Researchers long spellbound by myths of Russian fatalism
and submission as well as by the very real powers of the Stalinist state are startled by the
dimensions of popular resistance under Stalin. Narratives of such resistance are inherently
interesting, yet the topic is also significant because it sheds light on its historical surroundings.
Contending with Stalinism employs the idea of resistance as a tool to explore what otherwise
would remain opaque features of the social, cultural, and political history of the 1930s. In the
process, the authors reveal a semi-autonomous world residing within and beyond the official
world of Stalinism. Resistance ranged across a spectrum from violent strikes to the passive
resistance that was a virtual way of life for millions and took many forms, from foot dragging
and negligence to feigned ignorance and false compliance. Contending with Stalinism also
highlights the problematic nature of resistance as an analytical category and stresses the
ambiguous nature of the phenomenon. The topics addressed include working-class strikes,
peasant rebellions, black-market crimes, official corruption, and homosexual and ethnic
subcultures.
The collectivization of Soviet agriculture in the late 1920s and 1930s forever altered the
country’s social and economic landscape. It became the first of a series of bloody landmarks
that would come to define Stalinism. This revelatory book presents—with analysis and
commentary—the most important primary Soviet documents dealing with the brutal economic
and cultural subjugation of the Russian peasantry. Drawn from previously unavailable and in
many cases unknown archives, these harrowing documents provide the first unimpeded view
of the experience of the peasantry during the years 1927-1930.The book, the first of four in the
series, covers the background of collectivization, its violent implementation, and the mass
peasant revolt that ensued. For its insights into the horrific fate of the Russian peasantry and
into Stalin’s dictatorship, The War Against the Peasantry takes its place an as unparalleled
resource.
This text provides a survey of the Soviet management of the nationalities question. It traces the
conflicts and tensions created by the geographic definition of national territories, the
establishment of several official national languages and the world's first mass "affirmative
action" programmes.

A reconstruction of the causes, circumstances, and consequences of Stalin's
forced collectivization of Soviet agriculture details the fate of villages and
individuals
The Socialist OffensiveThe Collectivisation of Soviet Agriculture, 1929-1930
From the ruins of communism, Boris Groys emerges to provoke our interest in
the aesthetic goals pursued with such catastrophic consequences by its
founders. Interpreting totalitarian art and literature in the context of cultural
history, this brilliant essay likens totalitarian aims to the modernists’ goal of
producing world-transformative art. In this new edition, Groys revisits the debate
that the book has stimulated since its first publication.
This fascinating book argues that in Russia the relations between culture and
nation, art and life, commodity and trash, often diverged from familiar Western
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European or American versions of modernity. The essays show how public and
private overlapped and shaped each other, creating new perspectives on
individuals and society in the Soviet Union.
Stalinism in a Russian Province reexamines the agrarian policy pillars of Stalin's
'revolution from above' initiated in 1929-30, and is the first major study of its kind
since the opening of Soviet archives. Through a pioneering application of the
theoretical approaches of moral and political economy to Stalin's peasant policy,
Hughes reevaluates the causes and processes involved in the great political,
economic and social changes in the Soviet countryside. Rather than a bipolarized
conflict between state and peasant, he profiles the socially variegated response
of different peasant groups to collectivization and dekulakization and argues that
it was as much a process involving social conflict between peasants.
This book examines Soviet agriculture in post-1945 Hungary. It demonstrates
how the agrarian lobby, a development following the 1956 revolution, led to
contact with the West which allowed for the creation of an effective agricultural
system. The author argues that this ‘Hungarian agricultural miracle,’ a hybrid of
American technology and Soviet structures, was fundamental to the success of
Hungarian collectivization.
“One of the most profound and illuminating studies of this century to have been
published in recent decades.”—John Gray, New York Times Book Review Hailed
as “a magisterial critique of top-down social planning” by the New York Times,
this essential work analyzes disasters from Russia to Tanzania to uncover why
states so often fail—sometimes catastrophically—in grand efforts to engineer their
society or their environment, and uncovers the conditions common to all such
planning disasters. “Beautifully written, this book calls into sharp relief the nature
of the world we now inhabit.”—New Yorker “A tour de force.”— Charles Tilly,
Columbia University
In essays written specifically for this volume, distinguished contributors assess
highly charged and fundamental questions about the Holocaust: Is it unique?
How can it be compared with other instances of genocide? What constitutes
genocide, and how should the international community respond? On one side of
the dispute are those who fear that if the Holocaust is seen as the worst case of
genocide ever, its character will diminish the sufferings of other persecuted
groups. On the other side are those who argue that unless the Holocaust's
uniqueness is established, the inevitable tendency will be to diminish its abiding
significance. The editor's introductions provide the contextual considerations for
understanding this multidimensional dispute and suggest that there are universal
lessons to be learned from studying the Holocaust. The third edition brings this
volume up to date and includes new readings on the Cambodian and Rwandan
genocides, common themes in genocide ideologies, and Iran's reaction to the
Holocaust. In a world where genocide persists and the global community
continues to struggle with the implications of international crime, prosecution,
justice, atonement, reparation, and healing, the issues addressed in this book are
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as relevant as ever.
The subject matter of the volume is part of larger research agenda on the process of
land collectivization in the former communist camp, focusing on state, identity and
property. The main innovation of the volume is to apply recent interdisciplinary
approaches to the study of the collectivization process, asking what types of new
peasant-state relations it formed and how it transformed notions of self, persons, and
things (such as land). The project conceived of changes in the system of ownership as
causing changes in the identity and attitude of people; similarly, it regarded the study of
personal identities as essential for understanding changes in the system of ownership.
This perspective is rare in the area-studies approaches to the topic.
Benjamin A. Valentino finds that ethnic hatreds or discrimination, undemocratic systems
of government, and dysfunctions in society play a much smaller role in mass killing and
genocide than is commonly assumed. He shows that the impetus for mass killing
usually originates from a relatively small group of powerful leaders and is often carried
out without the active support of broader society. Mass killing, in his view, is a brutal
political or military strategy designed to accomplish leaders' most important objectives,
counter threats to their power, and solve their most difficult problems. In order to
capture the full scope of mass killing during the twentieth century, Valentino does not
limit his analysis to violence directed against ethnic groups, or to the attempt to destroy
victim groups as such, as do most previous studies of genocide. Rather, he defines
mass killing broadly as the intentional killing of a massive number of noncombatants,
using the criteria of 50,000 or more deaths within five years as a quantitative standard.
Final Solutions focuses on three types of mass killing: communist mass killings like the
ones carried out in the Soviet Union, China, and Cambodia; ethnic genocides as in
Armenia, Nazi Germany, and Rwanda; and "counter-guerrilla" campaigns including the
brutal civil war in Guatemala and the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan. Valentino
closes the book by arguing that attempts to prevent mass killing should focus on
disarming and removing from power the leaders and small groups responsible for
instigating and organizing the killing.
The first social history of Soviet women workers in the 1930s.
Exploring the story of rural shock work and Stakhanovism in the Soviet countryside in
the late 1930s, this book tries to contextualise Stakhanovism, considering historical
context, changing party priorities, propaganda, the press, the nature of farm
leaderships, shortages, peasant attitudes, gender, purges, and local organisations.
This book concludes The Industrialisation of Soviet Russia, an authoritative account of
the Soviet Union’s industrial transformation between 1929 and 1939. The volume
before this one covered the ‘good years’ (in economic terms) of 1934 to 1936. The
present volume has a darker tone: beginning from the Great Terror, it ends with the
Hitler-Stalin pact and the outbreak of World War II in Europe. During that time, Soviet
society was repeatedly mobilised against internal and external enemies, and the
economy provided one of the main arenas for the struggle. This was expressed in
waves of repression, intensive rearmament, the increased regimentation of the
workforce and the widespread use of forced labour.
In this ground-breaking study Lynne Viola--the first Western scholar to gain access to
the Soviet state archives on collectivization--brilliantly examines a lost chapter in the
history of the Stalin revolution. Looking in detail at the backgrounds, motivations, and
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everyday activities of Stalin's rank-and-file shock troops, the "leading cadres" of
socialist construction. In the process, Viola sheds new light on how the state mobilized
working-class support for collectivization and reveals that, contrary to popular belief, the
25,000ers went into the countryside as willing recruits. This unique social history uses
an "on the scene" line of vision to offer a new understanding of the workings, times, and
cadres of Stalin's revolution.
Provides a portrait of everyday Russian life during the repression of the Stalin years,
analyzing the regime's effect on people's personal lives as they struggled to survive in
the midst of the fear, mistrust, and betrayal.
Drawing on Soviet archives, especially the letters of complaint with which peasants
deluged the Soviet authorities in the 1930s, this work analyzes peasants' strategies of
resistance and survival in the new world of the collectivized village
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