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For more than 1500 years, across more than 4000 miles, the Silk Roads
connected East and West. These overland trails and sea lanes carried not only
silks, but also cotton textiles, dyes, horses, incense, spices, gems, glass, and
ceramics along with religious ideas, governing customs, and technology. For this
book, Xinru Liu has assembled primary sources from ancient China, India,
Central Asia, Rome and the Mediterranean, and the Islamic world, many of them
difficult to access and some translated into English for the first time. Court
histories, geographies and philosophical treatises, letters, travelers’ accounts,
inventories, inscriptions, laws, religious texts, and more, introduce students to the
complexities of cultural exchange. Liu’s thoughtful introduction considers the
many ways the peoples along the Silk Roads interacted and helps students
understand the implications for economies and societies, as well as political and
religious institutions, over space and time. Maps, document headnotes and
annotations, a chronology, questions for consideration, and a selected
bibliography offer additional pedagogical support.
This book is an incisive query into the origins, implications and opportunities that
China’s Belt and Road Initiative creates for stakeholders in Asia and the Arab
World. It emphasises the role of cutting-edge technology in boosting collaboration
in the fields of politics, economics, business, and culture across regions,
countries and continents.
A prominent authority on China’s Belt and Road Initiative reveals the global risks
lurking within Beijing’s project of the century China’s Belt and Road Initiative is
the world’s most ambitious and misunderstood geoeconomic vision. To carry out
President Xi Jinping’s flagship foreign-policy effort, China promises to spend
over one trillion dollars for new ports, railways, fiber-optic cables, power plants,
and other connections. The plan touches more than one hundred and thirty
countries and has expanded into the Arctic, cyberspace, and even outer space.
Beijing says that it is promoting global development, but Washington warns that it
is charting a path to global dominance. Taking readers on a journey to China’s
projects in Asia, Europe, and Africa, Jonathan E. Hillman reveals how this grand
vision is unfolding. As China pushes beyond its borders and deep into dangerous
territory, it is repeating the mistakes of the great powers that came before it,
Hillman argues. If China succeeds, it will remake the world and place itself at the
center of everything. But Xi may be overreaching: all roads do not yet lead to
Beijing.
“Charles McCarry is the best modern writer on the subject of intrigue,†? wrote
P.J. O'Rourke, and Time magazine has declared that “there is no better
American spy novelist.†? Related as a collection of dossier notes written by the
five characters, The Miernik Dossier reveals a complicated web in which each
spins his or her own deception: each is a spider, and each is a spy. The Miernik
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Dossier is a thoroughgoing masterpiece.
Small-scale traders play a crucial role in forging Asian connectivity, forming
networks and informal institutions separate from those driven by nation-states,
such as China's Belt and Road Initiative. This ambitious study provides a unique
insight into the lives of the mobile traders from Afghanistan who traverse Eurasia.
Reflecting on over a decade of intensive ethnographic fieldwork, Magnus
Marsden introduces readers to a dynamic yet historically durable universe of
commercial and cultural connections. Through an exploration of the traders'
networks, cultural and religious identities, as well as the nodes in which they
operate, Marsden emphasises their ability to navigate Eurasia's geopolitical
tensions and to forge transregional routes that channel significant flows of
people, resources, and ideas. Beyond the Silk Roads will interest those seeking
to understand contemporary iterations of the Silk Road within the context of
geopolitics in the region. This title is also available as Open Access.
China's Belt and Road strategy is acknowledged to be the most ambitious
geopolitical initiative of the age. Covering almost seventy countries by land and
sea, it will affect every element of global society, from shipping to agriculture,
digital economy to tourism, politics to culture. Most importantly, it symbolizes a
new phase in China's ambitions as a superpower: to remake the world economy
and crown Beijing as the new center of capitalism and globalization. Bruno
Maçães traces this extraordinary initiative's history, highlighting its achievements
to date, and its staggering complexity. He asks whether Belt and Road is about
more than power projection and profit. Might it herald a new set of universal
political values, to rival those of the West? Is it, in fact, the story of the century?
Focused on the "Belt and Road Initiative", this book discusses China’s
opportunities to translate economic leverage into political outcomes. The central
question is how China’s expanding economic influence will transform the
Eurasian political landscape. Proposed in late 2013 by President Xi Jinping, the
Belt and Road is the most ambitious foreign policy approach adopted thus far
and represents the culmination of China’s search for a grand strategic narrative.
Comparative methods and diverse conceptual frameworks are applied to
contextualize and explore the political, economic, and cultural ramifications of the
Belt and Road in order to shed light on its transformative significance, risks and
opportunities.
Launched in 2013, China's Belt and Road Initiative is forging connections in
infrastructure, trade, energy, finance, tourism, and culture across Eurasia and
Africa. This extraordinarily ambitious strategy places China at the center of a
geography of overland and maritime connectivity stretching across more than
sixty countries and incorporating almost two-thirds of the world’s population. But
what does it mean to revive the Silk Roads for the twenty-first century?
Geocultural Power explores this question by considering how China is couching
its strategy for building trade, foreign relations, and energy and political security
in an evocative topography of history. Until now Belt and Road has been
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discussed as a geopolitical and geoeconomic project. This book introduces
geocultural power to the analysis of international affairs. Tim Winter highlights
how many countries—including Iran, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Pakistan, and others—are revisiting their histories to find points of diplomatic and
cultural connection. Through the revived Silk Roads, China becomes the new
author of Eurasian history and the architect of the bridge between East and West.
In a diplomatic dance of forgetting, episodes of violence, invasion, and bloodshed
are left behind for a language of history and heritage that crosses borders in
ways that further the trade ambitions of an increasingly networked China-driven
economy.
As world powers realign their cultural outlooks, there is no better time to consider how
Eurasia's complex network of ancient trade routes - which spanned high mountain ranges,
open river plains and vast deserts across the continent and on to the seas beyond - fostered
economic activity and cultural communication. From perfume to spice, from religion to art, the
trade and exchange of goods and ideas was crucial to the development of civilizations
throughout the region, and the world. This book is the first comprehensive illustrated
publication on the Silk Roads. Edited by an established authority on the subject, 'The Silk
Roads' situates the ancient routes against the landscapes that defined them, to reveal the raw
materials that they produced, the means of travel that were employed to traverse them and the
communities that were formed by them. Organized by terrain, from steppe to desert to ocean,
each section includes detailed maps, a historical overview, thematic essays and features
showcasing iconic art objects, buildings and archaeological discoveries. A wealth of
photographs reveal the breathtaking landscapes of Central Asia, mostly unseen by those who
haven't travelled the routes. Designated a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 2014, the Silk
Road has never been of greater interest or importance than today. This beautiful publication
honours the astonishing diversity in the way cultures can advance and flourish not in spite of
their differences, but because of them.
A spellbinding novel about transience and mortality, by one of the most original voices in
American literature The Silk Road begins on a mat in yoga class, deep within a labyrinth on a
settlement somewhere in the icy north, under the canny guidance of Jee Moon. When
someone fails to arise from corpse pose, the Astronomer, the Archivist, the Botanist, the
Keeper, the Topologist, the Geographer, the Iceman, and the Cook remember the paths that
brought them there—paths on which they still seem to be traveling. The Silk Road also begins in
rivalrous skirmishing for favor, in the protected Eden of childhood, and it ends in the harrowing
democracy of mortality, in sickness and loss and death. Kathryn Davis’s sleight of hand brings
the past, present, and future forward into brilliant coexistence; in an endlessly shifting
landscape, her characters make their way through ruptures, grief, and apocalypse, from
existence to nonexistence, from embodiment to pure spirit. Since the beginning of her
extraordinary career, Davis has been fascinated by journeys. Her books have been shaped
around road trips, walking tours, hegiras, exiles: and now, in this triumphant novel, a
pilgrimage. The Silk Road is her most explicitly allegorical novel and also her most profound
vehicle; supple and mesmerizing, the journey here is not undertaken by a single protagonist
but by a community of separate souls—a family, a yoga class, a generation. Its revelations are
ravishing and desolating.
From the bestselling author of The Silk Roads comes an updated, timely, and visionary book
about the dramatic and profound changes our world is undergoing right now--as seen from the
perspective of the rising powers of the East. "All roads used to lead to Rome. Today they lead
to Beijing." So argues Peter Frankopan in this revelatory new book. In the age of Brexit and
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Trump, the West is buffeted by the tides of isolationism and fragmentation. Yet to the East, this
is a moment of optimism as a new network of relationships takes shape along the ancient trade
routes. In The New Silk Roads, Peter Frankopan takes us on an eye-opening journey through
the region, from China's breathtaking infrastructure investments to the flood of trade deals
among Central Asian republics to the growing rapprochement between Turkey and Russia.
This important book asks us to put aside our preconceptions and see the world from a
new--and ultimately hopeful--perspective.
"Originally published in hardcover in Great Britain by Bloomsbury Publishing Plc, London, in
2015..."--Title page verso.
"A comprehensive and entertaining historical and botanical review, providing an enjoyable and
cognitive read.”—Nature The foods we eat have a deep and often surprising past. From
almonds and apples to tea and rice, many foods that we consume today have histories that
can be traced out of prehistoric Central Asia along the tracks of the Silk Road to kitchens in
Europe, America, China, and elsewhere in East Asia. The exchange of goods, ideas, cultural
practices, and genes along these ancient routes extends back five thousand years, and
organized trade along the Silk Road dates to at least Han Dynasty China in the second century
BC. Balancing a broad array of archaeological, botanical, and historical evidence, Fruit from
the Sands presents the fascinating story of the origins and spread of agriculture across Inner
Asia and into Europe and East Asia. Through the preserved remains of plants found in
archaeological sites, Robert N. Spengler III identifies the regions where our most familiar crops
were domesticated and follows their routes as people carried them around the world. With vivid
examples, Fruit from the Sands explores how the foods we eat have shaped the course of
human history and transformed cuisines all over the globe.
In 2013 China's Belt and Road initiative reawakened public attention to the issue of trade and
transport. At the same time it stoked fears about China's true intentions. It was easy for critics
to conjure images of a tide of Chinese steel and cement spilling over the Eurasian continent.
But what if China were not alone in funding new infrastructure and in facilitating trade, nor the
first? Richard T. Griffiths explores the construction of new trading networks along the route of
the ancient Silk Road between Europe and China. His book answers the question: who has
been building the new Silk Road? This important book contributes to a more informed and
better grounded distinction between what is ?real? and what is ?dream? in the Chinese BRI
rhetoric, and provides us with an excellent platform to a deeper understanding of current and
future Silk Road narratives.?Claes G. Alvstam, Professor Emeritus Economic Geography,
University of Gothenburg.
A look at the cultural, or intercultural, exchange that took place in the Silk Roads and the role
this has played in the shaping of cultures and civilizations.
This book studies the Chinese “Belt and Road Initiative” (BRI), also called "New Silk Road",
and focuses on its regional and local effects. Written by experts from various fields, it presents
a range of case studies on the geopolitical, socio-economic, ecological and cultural
implications of the BRI for European regions and their stakeholders. The book is divided into
four parts, the first of which discusses the history of and China’s motivations for the BRI. The
second part explores the global phenomenon from a number of regional standpoints. In turn,
the third part presents studies on the political, socio-economic, cultural and ecological
implications of the New Silk Road project. The final part highlights the tourism prospects in
connection with the Silk Road project, as tourism has established itself as an important
economic sector in many regions along the historic Silk Road. This book will appeal to scholars
of economics, international relations and tourism, decision-makers, managers, chambers of
commerce and entrepreneurs with special interests in establishing collaboration with the
Chinese market.
As world powers realign their cultural, economic and political outlooks, there is no better time
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to consider how Afro-Eurasia's complex network of ancient trade routes - which spanned the
vastness of the steppe, vertiginous mountain ranges, fertile river plains and forbidding deserts
across the continents and on to the seas beyond - fostered economic activity and cultural,
political and technological communication. From silk to slaves, fashion to music, religion to
science the movement of interaction of goods, people and ideas was crucial to the flourishing
of peoples and their cultures across this vast region. Edited by Susan Whitfield, an established
authority on the subject, with contributions from over 80 leading scholars from across the
globe, Silk Roads situates the ancient routes against the landscapes that defined them, to
reveal the raw materials that they produced, the means of travel that were employed to
traverse them and the communities that were shaped by them. Organized by terrain, from
steppe to desert to ocean, each section includes detailed maps, a historical overview, thematic
essays and features showcasing art, buildings and archaeological discoveries. A wealth of
photographs reveals the breathtaking and often forbidding landscapes encountered by
travellers and traders through the millennia. With one section inscribed as a World Heritage
Corridor by UNESCO in 2014 and others to follow, and China claiming the Silk Roads as the
precursor of its Belt Road Initiative, this network of ancient trade routes and the interaction
along them has never been of greater interest or importance than today. This beautiful
publication honours the astonishing diversity in the way cultures advance and flourish not in
spite of their differences, but because of them.
The phrase "silk road" evokes vivid scenes of merchants leading camel caravans across vast
stretches to trade exotic goods in glittering Oriental bazaars, of pilgrims braving bandits and
frozen mountain passes to spread their faith across Asia. Looking at the reality behind these
images, this Very Short Introduction illuminates the historical background against which the silk
road flourished, shedding light on the importance of old-world cultural exchange to Eurasian
and world history. On the one hand, historian James A. Millward treats the silk road broadly, to
stand in for the cross-cultural communication between peoples across the Eurasian continent
since at least the Neolithic era. On the other, he highlights specific examples of goods and
ideas exchanged between the Mediterranean, Persia, India, and China, along with the
significance of these exchanges. While including silks, spices, and travelers' tales of colorful
locales, the book explains the dynamics of Central Eurasian history that promoted Silk Road
interactions--especially the role of nomad empires--highlighting the importance of the
biological, technological, artistic, intellectual, and religious interchanges across the continent.
Millward shows that these exchanges had a profound effect on the old world that was akin to, if
not on the scale of, modern globalization. He also disputes the idea that the silk road declined
after the collapse of the Mongol empire or the opening of direct sea routes from Europe to
Asia, showing how silk road phenomena continued through the early modern and modern
expansion of the Russian and Chinese states across Central Asia. Millward concludes that the
idea of the silk road has remained powerful, not only as a popular name for boutiques and
restaurants, but also in modern politics and diplomacy, such as U.S. Secretary of State Hilary
Clinton's "Silk Road Initiative" for India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.
The New Silk RoadsThe Present and Future of the WorldKnopf
Even today there are echoes, memories, and impacts from the silk roads that affect whole
cultures and civilizations and sometimes spell the difference between war and peace, or
preservation of the earth and its continual ruin. The Silk Road is a metaphor for worldwide
intercultural cooperation in the new millennium. Hattori does a comparative East-West analysis
of various political, philosophical, and ecological issues, particularly in Eurasia.
Far more than a history of the Silk Roads, this book is truly a revelatory new history of the
world, promising to destabilize notions of where we come from and where we are headed next.
From the Middle East and its political instability to China and its economic rise, the vast region
stretching eastward from the Balkans across the steppe and South Asia has been thrust into
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the global spotlight in recent years. Frankopan teaches us that to understand what is at stake
for the cities and nations built on these intricate trade routes, we must first understand their
astounding pasts. Frankopan realigns our understanding of the world, pointing us eastward. It
was on the Silk Roads that East and West first encountered each other through trade and
conquest, leading to the spread of ideas, cultures and religions. From the rise and fall of
empires to the spread of Buddhism and the advent of Christianity and Islam, right up to the
great wars of the twentieth century—this book shows how the fate of the West has always been
inextricably linked to the East. Also available: The New Silk Roads, a timely exploration of the
dramatic and profound changes our world is undergoing right now—as seen from the
perspective of the rising powers of the East.
The ancient trade routes that made up the Silk Road were some of the great conduits of
cultural and material exchange in world history. In this intriguing book, Xinru Liu reveals both
why and how this long-distance trade in luxury goods emerged in the late third century BCE,
following its story through to the Mongol conquest. Liu starts with China's desperate need for
what the Chinese called "the heavenly horses" of Central Asia, and describes how the traders
who brought these horses also brought other exotic products, some all the way from the
Mediterranean. Likewise, the Roman Empire, as a result of its imperial ambition as well as the
desire of its citizens for Chinese silk, responded with easterly explorations for trade. The book
shows how the middle men, the Kushan Empire, spread Buddhism to China. Missionaries and
pilgrims facilitated cave temples along the mountainous routes and monasteries in various
oases and urban centers, forming the backbone of the Silk Road. The author also explains
how Islamic and Mongol conquerors in turn controlled the various routes until the rise of sea
travel diminished their importance.
The global order, based on international governance and multilateral trade mechanisms in the
aftermath of the Second World War, is changing rapidly and creating waves of uncertainty.
This is especially true in higher education, a field increasingly built on international cooperation
and the free movement of students, academics, knowledge, and ideas. Meanwhile, China has
announced its plans for a "New Silk Road" (NSR) and is developing its higher education and
research systems at speed. In this book an international and interdisciplinary group of scholars
from Europe, China, the USA, Russia, and Australia investigate how academic mobility and
cooperation is taking shape along the New Silk Road and what difference it will make, if any, in
the global higher education landscape. Opening chapters present the global context for the
NSR, the development of Chinese universities along international models, and the history and
outcomes of EU-China cooperation. The flows and patterns in academic cooperation along the
NSR as they shape and have been shaped by China's universities are then explored in more
detail. The conditions for Sino-foreign cooperation are discussed next, with an analysis of
regulatory frameworks for cooperation, recognition, data, and privacy. Comparative work
follows on the cultural traditions and academic values, similarities, and differences between
Sinic and Anglo-American political and educational cultures, and their implications for the
governance and mission of higher education, the role of critical scholarship, and the state and
standing of the humanities in China. The book concludes with a focus on the "Idea of a
University"; the values underpinning its mission, shape, and purpose, reflecting on the
implications of China's rapid higher education development for the geo-politics of higher
education itself.
The first complete history of Central Eurasia from ancient times to the present day, Empires of
the Silk Road represents a fundamental rethinking of the origins, history, and significance of
this major world region. Christopher Beckwith describes the rise and fall of the great Central
Eurasian empires, including those of the Scythians, Attila the Hun, the Turks and Tibetans, and
Genghis Khan and the Mongols. In addition, he explains why the heartland of Central Eurasia
led the world economically, scientifically, and artistically for many centuries despite invasions
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by Persians, Greeks, Arabs, Chinese, and others. In retelling the story of the Old World from
the perspective of Central Eurasia, Beckwith provides a new understanding of the internal and
external dynamics of the Central Eurasian states and shows how their people repeatedly
revolutionized Eurasian civilization. Beckwith recounts the Indo-Europeans' migration out of
Central Eurasia, their mixture with local peoples, and the resulting development of the GraecoRoman, Persian, Indian, and Chinese civilizations; he details the basis for the thriving economy
of premodern Central Eurasia, the economy's disintegration following the region's partition by
the Chinese and Russians in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and the damaging of
Central Eurasian culture by Modernism; and he discusses the significance for world history of
the partial reemergence of Central Eurasian nations after the collapse of the Soviet Union.
Empires of the Silk Road places Central Eurasia within a world historical framework and
demonstrates why the region is central to understanding the history of civilization.

Cricket has perhaps held more writers in its thrall than any other sport: many
excellent books have been written about it, and many great authors have played
it. The Authors Cricket Club used to play regularly against teams made up of
Publishers and Actors. They last played in 1912, and include among their alumni
such greats as PG Wodehouse, Arthur Conan Doyle and JM Barrie. A hundred
years on from their last match, a team of modern-day authors has been
assembled to continue this fine literary and sporting tradition in a nationwide tour
in search of the perfect day's cricket. The Authors XI is the story of their season.
Over the course of a summer they played over a dozen matches, each one
carefully chosen for capturing an aspect of cricket, in some of England's most
spectacular and historic grounds, against a wide range of opponents. Each
player contributes a chapter about one of their fixtures, using a match report as a
starting point for an essay on cricket and its appeal, both historically and today.
From Matthew Parker on cricket and empire, and Kamila Shamsie on the
women's game, to Tom Holland on cricket and ageing, and Thomas Penn on
cricket and history, this is an engaging look at cricket's enduring appeal. Further
chapters from other team members examine issues such as class, empire, and
sport and the stage.
In recent decades, there has been a new surge of interest in the history and
legacies of the Silk Roads both within academic and public discourses. A field of
Silk Roads Studies has come into its own. Consciously mirroring the
temperament of its subject, the field has moved out of the narrow niches of
particular disciplines to become a truly interdisciplinary endeavor. New research
findings about the historical operations of the Silk Roads and interpretations of
their legacies for the modern and contemporary world have broken down
geographical and temporal divides that once demarcated the Silk Roads as
primarily pre-modern and Old World-centered conduits of globalization. In light of
these developments, the time is ripe to begin formulating a new definition of the
contour of Silk Roads Studies and laying a new foundation for further work in this
field. Silk Roads: From Local Realities to Global Narratives brings together
leading scholars in multiple disciplines related to Silk Roads studies. It highlights
the multiplicity of networks that constituted the Silk Roads, including land and
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maritime routes, and approaches the Silk Roads from Antiquity to China’s One
Belt One Road Initiative from Afro-Eurasia to the Americas. This holistic
approach to understanding ancient globalization, exchanges, transformations,
and movements - and their continued relevance to the present - is in line with
contemporary academic trends toward interdisciplinarity. Indeed, the Silk Roads
is such an expansive topic that many approaches to its study must be included to
represent accurately its many facets. The volume emphasizes exchange and
transformation along the Silk Roads - moments of acculturation or hybridization
that contributed to novel syncretic forms. It highlights the multiplicity of networks
that constituted the Silk Roads, including land and maritime routes, and
approaches to the Silk Roads from Antiquity to China’s One Belt One Road
Initiative from Afro-Eurasia to the Americas.
From the Bronze Age through the Middle Ages, a network of trade and migration
routes brought people from across Eurasia into contact. Their commerce
included political, social, and artistic ideas, as well as material goods such as
metals and textiles. Reconfiguring the Silk Road offers new research on the
earliest trade and cultural interactions along these routes, mapping the spread
and influence of Silk Road economies and social structures over time. This
volume features contributions by renowned scholars uncovering new discoveries
related to populations that lived in the Tarim Basin, the advanced state of textile
manufacturing in the region, and the diffusion of domesticated grains across
Inner Asia. Other chapters include an analysis of the dispersal of languages
across the Eurasian Steppe and a detailed examination of the domestication of
the horse in the region. Contextualized with a foreword by Colin Renfrew and
introduction by Victor Mair, Reconfiguring the Silk Road provides a new
assessment of the intercultural evolution along the steppes and beyond.
Contributors: David W. Anthony, Elizabeth Wayland Barber, Dorcas R. Brown,
Peter Brown, Michael D. Frachetti, Jane Hickman, Philip L. Kohl, Victor H. Mair,
J. P. Mallory, Joseph G. Manning, Colin Renfrew.
From the bestselling author of The Silk Roads comes a new, timely, and
visionary book about the dramatic and profound changes our world is undergoing
right now--as seen from the perspective of the rising powers of the East. "All
roads used to lead to Rome. Now they lead to Beijing." So argues Peter
Frankopan in this revelatory new book. In the age of Brexit and Trump, the West
is buffeted by the tides of isolationism and fragmentation. Yet to the East, this is a
moment of optimism as a new network of relationships takes shape along the
ancient trade routes. In The New Silk Roads, Peter Frankopan takes us on an
eye-opening journey through the region, from China's breathtaking infrastructure
investments to the flood of trade deals among Central Asian republics to the
growing rapprochement between Turkey and Russia. This important book asks
us to put aside our preconceptions and see the world from a new--and ultimately
hopeful--perspective.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • The extraordinary account of James Garfield's rise
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from poverty to the American presidency, and the dramatic history of his
assassination and legacy, from the bestselling author of The River of Doubt.
James Abram Garfield was one of the most extraordinary men ever elected
president. Born into abject poverty, he rose to become a wunderkind scholar, a
Civil War hero, a renowned congressman, and a reluctant presidential candidate
who took on the nation's corrupt political establishment. But four months after
Garfield's inauguration in 1881, he was shot in the back by a deranged officeseeker named Charles Guiteau. Garfield survived the attack, but become the
object of bitter, behind-the-scenes struggles for power—over his administration,
over the nation's future, and, hauntingly, over his medical care. Meticulously
researched, epic in scope, and pulsating with an intimate human focus and highvelocity narrative drive, The Destiny of the Republic brings alive a forgotten
chapter of U.S. history.
Set your sails east with this stunningly original new history of the world. Peter
Frankopan explores the connections made by people, trade, disease, war,
religion, adventure, science and technology in this extraordinary book about how
the east married the west with a remarkable voyage at its heart – the journey
along the Silk Roads. From ancient world laws laid down by King Hammurabi and
the mighty Persian empire, to terrifying huns, the rise of Europe, two world wars
and politics today, The Silk Roads moves through time and history sewing
together the threads from different peoples, empires and continents into a
phenomenal history of the globe. With stories from each and every corner of
society, Frankopan's magnificent retelling of his literary triumph The Silk Roads,
sumptuously illustrated by Neil Packer, is a must-have world history.
The Silk Road. We have a hazy mental image: a lone traveler carrying silk on a
camel moves along a desert. Where exactly is he going and what goods is he
carrying? This book offers concrete answers based on newly discovered
documents preserved in the sands of the Taklamakan Desert. It isamazing what
has been dug up, and how the new materials - both documents and artifacts radically challenge our understanding of the Silk Road. Historians have only
recently begun to piece together and make sense of these materials, which give
a far clearer picture of actual Silk Road.Placing these documentary finds at the
heart of the narrative, this book also tells the story of the different explorers who
found these documents, and it teases out the implications of these documents for
our understanding of the Silk Road. (We learn, for example, that the Silk "Road"
was notreally a road, and that no one used the term "Silk Road" in the past.) The
book focuses on the seven most important Silk Road sites that have produced
document and objects from the Silk Road. Six (Niya, Kucha, Turfan, Dunhuang,
Khotan, and Xi'an) are located in northwest China; the seventh,Samarkand, is in
modern Uzbekistan. This college edition includes a selection of excerpted
primary sources in each chapter. The range is enormous: memoirs of medieval
Chinese monks and modern explorers, letters written by women, descriptions of
towns, language-learning materials for traveling monks, and contracts, among
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others.Instructors can select the documents they find most interesting to discuss
in class; students can use these materials write papers. Many of these are
difficult to find, and the author has checked all the translations to enhance their
readability.The college edition also includes a new final chapter that examines
the Silk Road during the period of Mongol rule (to c. 1400 CE).
Draws on contemporary sources and first-hand accounts to reconstruct the
history of the route through the personal experiences of these characters.
According to tradition, the First Crusade began at Pope Urban II’s instigation and culminated
in July 1099, when western European knights liberated Jerusalem. But what if the First
Crusade’s real catalyst lay far to the east of Rome? Countering nearly a millennium of
scholarship, Peter Frankopan reveals the First Crusade’s untold history.
Take an intrepid journey through the history of the Silk Roads with this brilliant reference book.
Traversing snowy mountain passes, vast, forbidding deserts and stormy seas, these ancient
trade routes were about much more than the movement of goods, they paved the way for an
unprecedented period of cultural exchange, diplomacy and conflict creating a legacy that
continues to affect global geopolitics in the 21st century. Forged over millennia through a
desire for enterprise, the Silk Roads have had an profound influence on Eurasia and beyond,
connecting cultures, languages, customs and religions. And with China now working to reopen
this ancient trade network, the time is right to shine a new light on its history and impact. This
edition has been updated with an expanded chapter on China's efforts to reopen this ancient
trade network through the Belt and Road Initiative and the many impacts it has had along the
way, from its ambitious infrastructure projects to new cities emerging along its route to the
growth of a digital silk road, Geordie Torr examines the profound impacts of the revival of the
world's greatest trading route. With helpful timelines and useful information boxes, The Silk
Roads gives you everything you need to master the history of this world-changing region.
Shadow of the Silk Road records a journey along the greatest land route on earth. Out of the
heart of China into the mountains of Central Asia, across northern Afghanistan and the plains
of Iran and into Kurdish Turkey, Colin Thubron covers some seven thousand miles in eight
months. Making his way by local bus, truck, car, donkey cart and camel, he travels from the
tomb of the Yellow Emperor, the mythic progenitor of the Chinese people, to the ancient port of
Antioch—in perhaps the most difficult and ambitious journey he has undertaken in forty years of
travel. The Silk Road is a huge network of arteries splitting and converging across the breadth
of Asia. To travel it is to trace the passage not only of trade and armies but also of ideas,
religions and inventions. But alongside this rich and astonishing past, Shadow of the Silk Road
is also about Asia today: a continent of upheaval. One of the trademarks of Colin Thubron's
travel writing is the beauty of his prose; another is his gift for talking to people and getting them
to talk to him. Shadow of the Silk Road encounters Islamic countries in many forms. It is about
changes in China, transformed since the Cultural Revolution. It is about false nationalisms and
the world's discontented margins, where the true boundaries are not political borders but the
frontiers of tribe, ethnicity, language and religion. It is a magnificent and important account of
an ancient world in modern ferment.
The rise of the Arab world and China are part of the same story, once trading partners via the
Silk Road. This is a fully revised and updated account of how China is spurring growth in the
Arab world, taking into account new developments that have taken place since the first edition.
This book brings to life the world of caravan trade--constituting not only merchants, but also
pilgrims, pastoralists, and mercenaries; flows not only of goods, credit and money, but also of
ideas, secret intelligence and fighting power. Contrary to the view that the ages of sail and
steam rendered obsolete these more 'archaic' forms of overland connectivity, Jagjeet Lally
demonstrates how the annual transhumance between North India and the Central Asian
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steppe was critical to the production and exercise of political power into the nineteenth century.
Central to this narrative is the waning of the Mughal Empire and the emergence in the mideighteenth century of a new Afghan kingdom, whose leaders drew their power from the
financial flows and force of arms moving through the networks of caravan trade, and who thus
patronised the continued traffic between India and inland Eurasia. India and the Silk Roads is a
global history of a continental interior, the first to comprehensively examine the textual and
material traces of caravan trade in the 'age of empires'. Lally tells a story resonating with our
own times, as China's Belt and Road Initiative once again transforms life across Eurasia.
Much is being written about China's new 'One Belt, One Road' initiative, but much of the writing
focuses on China itself, on the destinations of the road - Europe and the Middle East - or on
the countries through which the road passes, such as Central Asia. This book takes a different
approach, assessing the views of East Asian and other countries on the Belt and Road
Initiative, both from a transnational and multidisciplinary perspective. The book considers
international visions and limitations of the New Silk Road as a new paradigm, explores
economic and trade aspects, including infrastructure networks, financial mechanisms, and the
likely impact for other countries and regions, and analyses the likely implications for regional
and trans-regional cooperation and competition. Western and Asian regional perspectives on
the New Silk Road, including from India, Pakistan, Southeast Asia and Japan are considered
throughout the book.
The Silk Road is as iconic in world history as the Colossus of Rhodes or the Suez Canal. But
what was it, exactly? It conjures up a hazy image of a caravan of camels laden with silk on a
dusty desert track, reaching from China to Rome. The reality was different--and far more
interesting--as revealed in this new history. In The Silk Road, Valerie Hansen describes the
remarkable archeological finds that revolutionize our understanding of these trade routes. For
centuries, key records remained hidden--sometimes deliberately buried by bureaucrats for safe
keeping. But the sands of the Taklamakan Desert have revealed fascinating material,
sometimes preserved by illiterate locals who recycled official documents to make insoles for
shoes or garments for the dead. Hansen explores seven oases along the road, from Xi'an to
Samarkand, where merchants, envoys, pilgrims, and travelers mixed in cosmopolitan
communities, tolerant of religions from Buddhism to Zoroastrianism. There was no single,
continuous road, but a chain of markets that traded between east and west. China and the
Roman Empire had very little direct trade. China's main partners were the peoples of modernday Iran, whose tombs in China reveal much about their Zoroastrian beliefs. Silk was not the
most important good on the road; paper, invented in China before Julius Caesar was born, had
a bigger impact in Europe, while metals, spices, and glass were just as important as silk.
Perhaps most significant of all was the road's transmission of ideas, technologies, and artistic
motifs. The Silk Road is a fascinating story of archeological discovery, cultural transmission,
and the intricate chains across Central Asia and China.
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