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Paradoxes Of Vagueness
This is a concise introduction to current philosophical
debates about truth. Combining philosophical and
technical material, the book is organized around, but
not limited to, the view known as deflationism. In
clear language, Burgess and Burgess cover a wide
range of issues, including the nature of truth, the
status of truth-value gaps, the relationship between
truth and meaning, relativism and pluralism about
truth, and semantic paradoxes from Alfred Tarski to
Saul Kripke and beyond. The book provides a rich
picture of contemporary philosophical theorizing
about truth, one that will be essential reading for
philosophy students as well as philosophers
specializing in other areas.
The ancient semantic paradoxes were thought to
undermine the rationalist metaphysics of Plato, and
their modern relatives have been used by Russell
and others to administer some severe logical and
epistemological shocks. These are not just tricks or
puzzles, but are intimately connected with some of
the liveliest and most basic philosophical disputes
about logical form, universals, reference and
predication. Dr Cargile offers here an original and
sustained treatment of this range of issues, and in
fact presents an unfashionable defence of a
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platonistic ontology. He argues that the paradoxes
arise not from mistakes in classical assumptions
about truth or from an ontology that includes
propositions and properties, but from mistakes in
describing what propositions and properties are
conveyed by particular linguistic expressions. The
book should interest, and may well surprise,
philosophers and others concerned with semantics
and the foundations of logic.
Kevin Scharp proposes an original theory of the
nature and logic of truth on which truth is an
inconsistent concept that should be replaced for
certain theoretical purposes. He argues that truth is
best understood as an inconsistent concept, and
proposes a detailed theory of inconsistent concepts
that can be applied to the case of truth. Truth also
happens to be a useful concept, but its inconsistency
inhibits its utility; as such, it should be replaced
withconsistent concepts that can do truth's job
without giving rise to paradoxes. To this end, Scharp
offers a pair of replacements, which he dubs
ascending truth and descending truth, along with an
axiomatic theory of them and a new kind of possibleworlds semantics for this theory. He goes to
developDavidson's idea that truth is best understood
as the core of a measurement system for rational
phenomena (e.g., belief, desire, and meaning), and
offers a semantic theory that treats truth predicates
as assessment-sensitive (i.e., their extension is
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relative to a context of assessment) and solves the
problems posed by the liar and other paradoxes.
Fourteen new essays by some of the world's leading
experts, together with an extensive introduction,
examine the nature of the Liar paradox and its
resistance to any attempt to solve it.
Semantic SingularitiesParadoxes of Reference,
Predication, and TruthOxford University Press
Vagueness is the study of concepts that admit
borderline cases. The epistemology of vagueness
concerns attitudes we should have towards
propositions we know to be borderline. On this basis
Andrew Bacon develops a new theory of vagueness
in which vagueness is fundamentally a property of
propositions, explicated in terms of its role in
thought.
In recent years there have been a number of books-both
anthologies and monographs-that have focused on the
Liar Paradox and, more generally, on the semantic
paradoxes, either offering proposed treatments to those
paradoxes or critically evaluating ones that occupy
logical space. At the same time, there are a number of
people who do great work in philosophy, who have
various semantic, logical, metaphysical and/or
epistemological commitments that suggest that they
should say something about the Liar Paradox, yet who
have said very little, if anything, about that paradox or
about the extant projects involving it. The purpose of this
volume is to afford those philosophers the opportunity to
address what might be described as reflections on the
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Liar.
This book presents a new nominalistic philosophy of
mathematics: semantic conventionalism. Its central
thesis is that mathematics should be founded on the
human ability to create language – and specifically, the
ability to institute conventions for the truth conditions of
sentences. This philosophical stance leads to an
alternative way of practicing mathematics: instead of
“building” objects out of sets, a mathematician should
introduce new syntactical sentence types, together with
their truth conditions, as he or she develops a theory.
Semantic conventionalism is justified first through
criticism of Cantorian set theory, intuitionism, logicism,
and predicativism; then on its own terms; and finally,
exemplified by a detailed reconstruction of arithmetic and
real analysis. Also included is a simple solution to the liar
paradox and the other paradoxes that have traditionally
been recognized as semantic. And since it is argued that
mathematics is semantics, this solution also applies to
Russell’s paradox and the other mathematical
paradoxes of self-reference. In addition to philosophers
who care about the metaphysics and epistemology of
mathematics or the paradoxes of self-reference, this
book should appeal to mathematicians interested in
alternative approaches.
"The aim of this volume is to open up new perspectives
and to raise new research questions about a unified
approach to truth, modalities, and propositional attitudes.
The volume's essays are grouped thematically around
different research questions. The first theme concerns
the tension between the theoretical role of the truth
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predicate in semantics and its expressive function in
language. The second theme of the volume concerns the
interaction of truth with modal and doxastic notions. The
third theme covers higher-order solutions to the semantic
and modal paradoxes, providing an alternative to firstorder solutions embraced in the first two themes. This
book will be of interest to researchers working in
epistemology, logic, philosophy of logic, philosophy of
language, philosophy of mathematics, and semantics"-At a fairly high level of abstraction, this work is about
some ways in which questions about the correct
treatment of the semantic paradoxes and questions
about the principles of rationality governing doxastic
states can be mutually illuminating. In the first part of the
dissertation, I argue that certain treatments of the
semantic paradoxes lead to surprising conclusions about
the nature of the doxastic states of rational agents. The
semantic paradoxes, such as the liar paradox, provide us
with good reason to take seriously various non-classical
logics. In addition to the semantic paradoxes, there are
also paradoxes that show that some extremely plausible
principles of rationality governing doxastic states are
inconsistent given classical logic. I show how various
non-classical responses to the semantic paradoxes
provide us with resources sufficient to resolve these
paradoxes. In particular, if we allow that certain
statements about an agent's doxastic state, e.g.,
statements about whether an agent believes a
proposition P, may give rise to certain failures of
classical logic, then we can hold on to all of our plausible
principles of doxastic rationality. I use this fact to argue
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for the conditional claim that if one is inclined to reject
classical logic in response to the liar paradox, then one
should allow that statements about an agent's doxastic
state may also give rise to failures of classical logic.
Since the antecedent of the conditional is reasonable,
and the consequent surprising, the conditional is of
interest. In the second part of the dissertation, I argue
that attention to questions about the nature of doxastic
rationality can provide us with important insights into the
correct treatment of the semantic paradoxes. For any
non-classical response to the semantic paradoxes, an
important question that arises is: what exactly is the
cognitive significance of the non-classical semantic
statuses employed by the theory? I argue that our earlier
reflections on the normative paradoxes show that the
standard ways of answering this question are wrong.
Given standard accounts of the cognitive significance of
non-classical semantic statuses, we can resurrect our
normative paradoxes. What this means is that the
standard accounts of non-classical cognitive significance
are in conflict with certain fundamental principles of
doxastic rationality. I argue that in order to reconcile the
account of non-classical cognitive significance with these
principles we need to say that the correct rational
response to paradoxical propositions, such as that
expressed by the liar sentence, is for there to be a
mirroring non-classicality in one's doxastic state. A
rational agent, then, will be such that the claim that it
believes the proposition expressed by the liar sentence
will have the same non-classical status as the
proposition expressed by the liar sentence. What
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emerges is a new picture of the significance of nonclassical treatments of the semantic paradoxes.
Paradoxes are arguments that lead from apparently true
premises, via apparently uncontroversial reasoning, to a
false or even contradictory conclusion. Paradoxes
threaten our basic understanding of central concepts
such as space, time, motion, infinity, truth, knowledge,
and belief. In this volume Roy T Cook provides a
sophisticated, yet accessible and entertaining,
introduction to the study of paradoxes, one that includes
a detailed examination of a wide variety of paradoxes.
The book is organized around four important types of
paradox: the semantic paradoxes involving truth, the settheoretic paradoxes involving arbitrary collections of
objects, the Soritical paradoxes involving vague
concepts, and the epistemic paradoxes involving
knowledge and belief. In each of these cases, Cook
frames the discussion in terms of four different
approaches one might take towards solving such
paradoxes. Each chapter concludes with a number of
exercises that illustrate the philosophical arguments and
logical concepts involved in the paradoxes. Paradoxes is
the ideal introduction to the topic and will be a valuable
resource for scholars and students in a wide variety of
disciplines who wish to understand the important role
that paradoxes have played, and continue to play, in
contemporary philosophy.
Pragmatics often begins by supposing that specifying
and describing truth bearers is a proper task for
semantics. The main thrust of the present work is to
show why truth and truth bearers lie essentially beyond
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the descriptive reach of semantics, and to outline a
theory of truth bearers as a proper and fundamental task
for pragmatics. It is also common for treatments, or
definitions of truth to be confused with substantive
theories about truth bearers, with a variety of unfortunate
results. This monograph suggests a way of separating
these tasks, and shows how many problems are thus
avoided. Some emphasis is placed on the generally
universal — i.e., nonlanguage-specific — character of
pragmatic topics, and of truth. These issues occasion a
discussion of semantic paradoxes, and of several
relativities in the notion of truth.

Paradox Lost covers ten of philosophy’s most
fascinating paradoxes, in which seemingly
compelling reasoning leads to absurd conclusions.
The following paradoxes are included: The Liar
Paradox, in which a sentence says of itself that it is
false. Is the sentence true or false? The Sorites
Paradox, in which we imagine removing grains of
sand one at a time from a heap of sand. Is there a
particular grain whose removal converts the heap to
a non-heap? The Puzzle of the Self-Torturer, in
which a series of seemingly rational choices has us
accepting a life of excruciating pain, in exchange for
millions of dollars. Newcomb’s Problem, in which we
seemingly maximize our expected profit by taking an
unknown sum of money, rather than taking the same
sum plus $1000. The Surprise Quiz Paradox, in
which a professor finds that it is impossible to give a
surprise quiz on any particular
day of the week . . .
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but also that if this is so, then a surprise quiz can be
given on any day. The Two Envelope Paradox, in
which we are asked to choose between two
indistinguishable envelopes, and it is seemingly
shown that each envelope is preferable to the other.
The Ravens Paradox, in which observing a purple
shoe provides evidence that all ravens are black.
The Shooting Room Paradox, in which a deadly
game kills 90% of all who play, yet each individual’s
survival turns on the flip of a fair coin. Each paradox
is clearly described, common mistakes are explored,
and a clear, logical solution offered. Paradox Lost
will appeal to professional philosophers, students of
philosophy, and all who love intellectual puzzles.
Roy T Cook examines the Yablo paradox—a
paradoxical, infinite sequence of sentences, each of
which entails the falsity of all others later than it in
the sequence—with special attention paid to the idea
that this paradox provides us with a semantic
paradox that involves no circularity. The three main
chapters of the book focus, respectively, on three
questions that can be (and have been) asked about
the Yablo construction. First we have the
Characterization Problem, which asks what patterns
of sentential reference (circular or not) generate
semantic paradoxes. Addressing this problem
requires an interesting and fruitful detour through the
theory of directed graphs, allowing us to draw
interesting connections between philosophical
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problems and purely mathematical ones. Next is the
Circularity Question, which addresses whether or not
the Yablo paradox is genuinely non-circular.
Answering this question is complicated: although the
original formulation of the Yablo paradox is circular,
it turns out that it is not circular in any sense that can
bear the blame for the paradox. Further, formulations
of the paradox using infinitary conjunction provide
genuinely non-circular constructions. Finally, Cook
turns his attention to the Generalizability Question:
can the Yabloesque pattern be used to generate
genuinely non-circular variants of other paradoxes,
such as epistemic and set-theoretic paradoxes?
Cook argues that although there are general
constructions-unwindings—that transform circular
constructions into Yablo-like sequences, it turns out
that these sorts of constructions are not 'wellbehaved' when transferred from semantic puzzles to
puzzles of other sorts. He concludes with a short
discussion of the connections between the Yablo
paradox and the Curry paradox.
"Semantic Truth Theories" uses the techniques of
mathematical logic to develop a new semantic
treatment of the concept of truth based on ideas of
Saul Kripke. Yael Cohen goes on to solve the Liar
paradox, Hempel's raven paradox in the philosophy
of science, and other classical problems of
philosophy. She does this by enlarging the scope of
formal logic to include concepts of presupposition
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besides the usual implication. The book thus
provides a unified treatment of many topics having to
do with truth, topics whose deep and unsuspected
interconnections are not visible without the insights
of mathematical knowledge which the author
elaborates. The early chapters of the book contain
an accessible introduction to semantic paradoxes
which should be useful to students.
Bringing together powerful new tools from set theory
and the philosophy of language, this book proposes
a solution to one of the few unresolved paradoxes
from antiquity, the Paradox of the Liar. Treating truth
as a property of propositions, not sentences, the
authors model two distinct conceptions of
propositions: one based on the standard notion used
by Bertrand Russell, among others, and the other
based on J.L. Austin's work on truth. Comparing
these two accounts, the authors show that while the
Russellian conception of the relation between
sentences, propositions, and truth is crucially flawed
in limiting cases, the Austinian perspective has
fruitful applications to the analysis of semantic
paradox. In the course of their study of a language
admitting circular reference and containing its own
truth predicate, Barwise and Etchemendy also
develop a wide range of model-theoretic
techniques--based on a new set-theoretic tool, Peter
Aczel's theory of hypersets--that open up new
avenues in logical and formal semantics.
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Consider the sentence 'This sentence is not true'.
Certain notorious paradoxes like this have bedevilled
philosophical theories of truth. Tim Maudlin presents
an original account of logic and semantics which
deals with these paradoxes, and allows him to set
out a new theory of truth-values and the norms
governing claims about truth.
This book aims to provide a solution to the semantic
paradoxes. It argues for a unified solution to the
paradoxes generated by our concepts of denotation,
predicate extension, and truth. The solution makes
two main claims. The first is that our semantic
expressions 'denotes', 'extension' and 'true' are
context-sensitive. The second, inspired by a brief,
tantalizing remark of Gödel's, is that these
expressions are significant everywhere except for
certain singularities, in analogy with division by zero.
A formal theory of singularities is presented and
applied to a wide variety of versions of the
definability paradoxes, Russell's paradox, and the
Liar paradox. Keith Simmons argues that the
singularity theory satisfies the following desiderata: it
recognizes that the proper setting of the semantic
paradoxes is natural language, not regimented
formal languages; it minimizes any revision to our
semantic concepts; it respects as far as possible
Tarski's intuition that natural languages are
universal; it responds adequately to the threat of
revenge paradoxes; and it preserves classical logic
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and semantics. Simmons draws out the
consequences of the singularity theory for
deflationary views of our semantic concepts, and
concludes that if we accept the singularity theory, we
must reject deflationism.
Andinmy haste, I said: “Allmenare Liars” 1 —Psalms 116:11
The Original Lie Philosophical analysis often reveals and
seldom solves paradoxes. To quote Stephen Read: A
paradox arises when an unacceptable conclusion is
supported by a plausible argument from apparently
acceptable premises. [...] So three di?erent reactions to the
paradoxes are possible: to show that the r- soning is
fallacious; or that the premises are not true after all; or that 2
the conclusion can in fact be accepted. There are sometimes
elaborate ways to endorse a paradoxical conc- sion. One
might be prepared to concede that indeed there are a number
of grains that make a heap, but no possibility to know this
number. However, some paradoxes are more threatening
than others; showing the conclusiontobeacceptableisnotaseri
ousoption,iftheacceptanceleads to triviality. Among semantic
paradoxes, the Liar (in any of its versions) 3 o?ers as its
conclusion a bullet no one would be willing to bite. One of the
most famous versions of the Liar Paradox was proposed by
Epimenides, though its attribution to the Cretan poet and
philosopher has only a relatively recent history. It seems
indeed that Epimenides was mentioned neither in ancient nor
in medieval treatments of the Liar 1 Jewish Publication
Society translation. 2 Read [1].
Offers a systematic introduction and discussion of all the main
solutions to the sorites paradox and its areas of influence.
Priest advocates and defends the view that there are true
contradictions (dialetheism), a perspective that flies in the
face of orthodoxy in Western philosophy since Aristole and
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remains at the centre of philosophical debate. This edition
contains the author's reflections on developments since 1987.
Saving Truth from Paradox is an ambitious investigation into
paradoxes of truth and related issues, with occasional forays
into notions such as vagueness, the nature of validity, and the
Gödel incompleteness theorems. Hartry Field presents a new
approach to the paradoxes and provides a systematic and
detailed account of the main competing approaches. Part
One examines Tarski's, Kripke>'s, and Lukasiewicz>'s
theories of truth, and discusses validity and soundness, and
vagueness. Part Two considers a wide range of attempts to
resolve the paradoxes within classical logic. In Part Three
Field turns to non-classical theories of truth that that restrict
excluded middle. He shows that there are theories of this sort
in which the conditionals obey many of the classical laws, and
that all the semantic paradoxes (not just the simplest ones)
can be handled consistently with the naive theory of truth. In
Part Four, these theories are extended to the propertytheoretic paradoxes and to various other paradoxes, and
some issues about the understanding of the notion of validity
are addressed. Extended paradoxes, involving the notion of
determinate truth, are treated very thoroughly, and a number
of different arguments that the theories lead to "revenge
problems" are addressed. Finally, Part Five deals with
dialetheic approaches to the paradoxes: approaches which,
instead of restricting excluded middle, accept certain
contradictions but alter classical logic so as to keep them
confined to a relatively remote part of the language.
Advocates of dialetheic theories have argued them to be
better than theories that restrict excluded middle, for instance
over issues related to the incompleteness theorems and in
avoiding revenge problems. Field argues that dialetheists>'
claims on behalf of their theories are quite unfounded, and
indeed that on some of these issues all current versions of
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dialetheism do substantially worse than the best theories that
restrict excluded middle.
This volume offers a reappraisal of Donald Davidson's
influential philosophy of thought, meaning, and language,
Twelve specially written essays by leading philosophers in the
field illuminate a range of themes and problems relating to
these subjects, and engage in particular with Ernie Lepore
and Kirk Ludwig's interpretation of Davidson's thought.
This collection of new essays presents cutting-edge research
on the semantic conception of logic, the invariance criteria of
logicality, grammaticality, and logical truth. Contributors
explore the history of the semantic tradition, starting with
Tarski, and its historical applications, while central criticisms
of the tradition, and especially the use of invariance criteria to
explain logicality, are revisited by the original participants in
that debate. Other essays discuss more recent criticism of the
approach, and researchers from mathematics and linguistics
weigh in on the role of the semantic tradition in their
disciplines. This book will be invaluable to philosophers and
logicians alike.
This book is about one of the most baffling of all
paradoxes--the famous Liar paradox. Suppose we say: "We
are lying now." Then if we are lying, we are telling the truth;
and if we are telling the truth we are lying. This paradox is
more than an intriguing puzzle, since it involves the concept
of truth. Thus any coherent theory of truth must deal with the
Liar. Keith Simmons discusses the solutions proposed by
medieval philosophers and offers his own solutions and in the
process assesses other contemporary attempts to solve the
paradox. Unlike such attempts, Simmons' "singularity"
solution does not abandon classical semantics and does not
appeal to the kind of hierarchical view found in Barwise's and
Etchemendy's The Liar. Moreover, Simmons' solution
resolves the vexing problem of semantic universality--the
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problem of whether there are semantic concepts beyond the
expressive reach of a natural language such as English.
Among the various conceptions of truth is one according to
which 'is true' is a transparent, entirely see-through device
introduced for only practical (expressive) reasons. This
device, when introduced into the language, brings about truththeoretic paradoxes (particularly, the notorious Liar and Curry
paradoxes). The options for dealing with the paradoxes while
preserving the full transparency of 'true' are limited. In
Spandrels of Truth, Beall concisely presents and defends a
modest, so-called dialetheic theory of transparent truth.
This book aims to provide a solution to the semantic
paradoxes. It argues for a unified solution to the paradoxes
generated by our concepts of denotation, predicate
extension, and truth. The solution makes two main claims.
The first is that our semantic expressions 'denotes',
'extension' and 'true' are context-sensitive. The second,
inspired by a brief, tantalizing remark of Godel's, is that these
expressions are significant everywhere except for certain
singularities, in analogy with division by zero. A formal theory
of singularities is presented and applied to a wide variety of
versions of the definability paradoxes, Russell's paradox, and
the Liar paradox. Keith Simmons argues that the singularity
theory satisfies the following desiderata: it recognizes that the
proper setting of the semantic paradoxes is natural language,
not regimented formal languages; it minimizes any revision to
our semantic concepts; it respects as far as possible Tarski's
intuition that natural languages are universal; it responds
adequately to the threat of revenge paradoxes; and it
preserves classical logic and semantics. Simmons draws out
the consequences of the singularity theory for deflationary
views of our semantic concepts, and concludes that if we
accept the singularity theory, we must reject deflationism.
This book explores the research of Professor Hilary Putnam,
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a Harvard professor as well as a leading philosopher,
mathematician and computer scientist. It features the work of
distinguished scholars in the field as well as a selection of
young academics who have studied topics closely connected
to Putnam’s work. It includes 12 papers that analyze,
develop, and constructively criticize this notable professor's
research in mathematical logic, the philosophy of logic and
the philosophy of mathematics. In addition, it features a short
essay presenting reminiscences and anecdotes about
Putnam from his friends and colleagues, and also includes an
extensive bibliography of his work in mathematics and logic.
The book offers readers a comprehensive review of
outstanding contributions in logic and mathematics as well as
an engaging dialogue between prominent scholars and
researchers. It provides those interested in mathematical
logic, the philosophy of logic, and the philosophy of
mathematics unique insights into the work of Hilary Putnam.
Roy T Cook examines the Yablo paradox--a paradoxical,
infinite sequence of sentences, each of which entails the
falsity of all others later than it in the sequence--with special
attention paid to the idea that this paradox provides us with a
semantic paradox that involves no circularity. He focuses on
three questions that can be (and have been) asked about the
Yablo construction: the Characterization Problem, which asks
what patterns of sentential reference(circular or not) generate
semantic paradoxes; the Circularity Question, which
addresses whether or not the Yablo paradox is genuinely noncircular; and the Generalizability Question--can the
Yabloesquepattern be used to generate genuinely noncircular variants of other paradoxes, such as epistemic and
set-theoretic paradoxes? Cook argues that although there are
general constructions-unwindings--that transform circular
constructions into Yablo-like sequences, it turns out that
these sorts of constructions are not 'well-behaved' when
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transferred from semantic puzzles to puzzles of other sorts.
Copyright: a30ca932c6579a208af979f735d07a07

Page 18/18

Copyright : www.treca.org

