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The Samurai Sourcebook
Illustrations and text trace the development of samurai arms from their earliest beginning to the ceremonial armor of the
Tokugawa era
"Thomas Cleary shows us how well-known attributes such as the reserve and mystery of formal Japanese behavior are
deeply rooted in the ancient strategies of the traditional arts of war. Citing original sources that are popular among
Japanese readers today, he reveals hidden forces behind Japanese attitudes and conduct in political, business, social,
and personal life."--BOOK JACKET.
The history of seppuku -- Japanese ritual suicide by cutting the stomach, sometimes referred to as hara-kiri -- spans a
millennium, and came to be favored by samurai as an honorable form of death. Here, for the first time in English, is a
book that charts the history of seppuku from ancient times to the twentieth century through a collection of swashbuckling
tales from history and literature. Author Andrew Rankin takes us from the first recorded incident of seppuku, by the
goddess Aomi in the eighth century, through the "golden age" of seppuku in the sixteenth century that includes the
suicides of Shibata Katsuie, Sen no Riky? and Toyotomi Hidetsugu, up to the seppuku of General Nogi Maresuke in
1912. Drawing on never-before-translated medieval war tales, samurai clan documents, and execution handbooks,
Rankin also provides a fascinating look at the seppuku ritual itself, explaining the correct protocol and etiquette for
seppuku, different stomach-cutting procedures, types of swords, attire, location, even what kinds of refreshment should
be served at the seppuku ceremony. The book ends with a collection of quotations from authors and commentators down
through the centuries, summing up both the Japanese attitude toward seppuku and foreigners’ reactions: "As for when to
die, make sure you are one step ahead of everyone else. Never pull back from the brink. But be aware that there are
times when you should die, and times when you should not. Die at the right moment, and you will be a hero. Die at the
wrong moment, and you will die like a dog." -- Izawa Nagahide, The Warrior’s Code, 1725 "We all thought, ‘These guys
are some kind of nutcakes.’" — Jim Verdolini, USS Randolph, describing "Kamikaze" attack of March 11, 1945
The fierce loyalty and self-sacrificing attitude of the Samurai have made them both a legend and a cult. Yet although their
military prowess and skills in the martial arts have been studied exhaustively, an understanding of their belief system still
eludes many. This original and exciting work examines the spiritual world of the samurai, from their attachment to
Japan's mainstream religions of Shinto and Buddhism, to their involvement in Confucianism, Christianity and folk religion.
Samurai expert Stephen Turnbull examines important topics such as Zen and the martial arts, modern militarism, the cult
of the sword, revenge and suicide, hara kiri and the kamikaze pilots the suicide bombers of their day. He also looks at the
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fascinating issue of Japanese religious terrorism, as well as the growing cult status of the Samurai both in Japan and in
the West.
Tells the story of the courageous fighting men of early Japan, showing how they developed from the primitive fighters of
the seventh century into an invincible military caste with a fearsome reputation.
THE FIRST-EVER STUDY OF SAMURAI ARMS, ARMOUR AND TACTICS IN THE WORDS OF AN AUTHENTIC
SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY SAMURAI MASTER STRATEGIST Part of the acclaimed Book of Samurai series, which
presents for the first time the translated scrolls of the historical Natori-Ry? samurai school of war, this volume offers an
exceptional insight into the weaponry and armour of the samurai era, as well as tactical advice for use on and off the
battlefield. Two secret scrolls by the samurai tactician Natori Sanj?r? Masazumi are presented here: Heieki Y?h?, which
offers advice for every possible martial situation, from moving troops to besieging a castle to fighting on the open
battlefield; and Heigu Y?h?, which explores samurai arms and armour in unparalleled detail. Illustrated with 130 line
drawings of arms and armour, strategic diagrams and beautiful samples of Japanese calligraphy, this is essential reading
for students of martial arts, warrior culture and the samurai path. This book was written by the seventeenth-century
samurai tactician Natori Sanj?r? Masazumi, also known as Issui-sensei, who was to become the most influential
grandmaster of the Natori-Ry? school of war. It gives us an unprecedented insight into what the samurai knew about their
own specialization – armour and warfare. By listening to a genuine samurai, we can discover a huge amount about the
thoughts, ideals, codes and even the feelings of this much admired, but often misunderstood, warrior class. Heieki Y?h?,
the first scroll translated in this book, gives leadership advice for use on and off the battlefield. From turning thieves or
cowards to good service, to practising ‘external listening’ in order to obtain information from as many sources as
possible, to penetrating the deeper motives of those who slander or praise others, the ideas discussed are thought
provoking and paint a vivid picture of samurai Japan at war. Heigu Y?h?, the second scroll, gives a rare and precious
glimpse into samurai arms and armour, including details of their construction, regulations associated with the wearer’s
status, and the fascinating ceremonies, mythology and Buddhist doctrine that underlay their use. With 130 line drawings
that clarify the text, this is the ultimate resource for all those interested in the wisdom and practice of the historical
samurai.
From when the Empress Jingo-kogo led an invasion of Korea while pregnant with the future Emperor Ojin, tales of female
Japanese warriors have emerged from Japan's rich history. Using material that has never been translated into English
before, this book presents the story of Japan's female warriors for the first time, revealing the role of the women of the
samurai class in all their many manifestations, investigating their weapons, equipment, roles, training and belief systems.
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Crucially, as well as describing the women who were warriors in their own right, like Hauri Tsuruhime and the women of
Aizu, this book also looks at occasions when women became the power behind the throne, ruling and warring through the
men around them.
From his seat in Xanadu, the great Mongol Emperor of China, Kubla Khan, had long plotted an invasion of Japan.
However, it was only with the acquisition of Korea, that the Khan gained the maritime resources necessary for such a
major amphibious operation. Written by expert Stephen Turnbull, this book tells the story of the two Mongol invasions of
Japan against the noble Samurai. Using detailed maps, illustrations, and newly commissioned artwork, Turnbull charts
the history of these great campaigns, which included numerous bloody raids on the Japanese islands, and ended with
the famous kami kaze, the divine wind, that destroyed the Mongol fleet and would live in the Japanese consciousness
and shape their military thinking for centuries to come.
With Japanese Philosophy: A Sourcebook, readers of English can now access in a single volume the richness and diversity of
Japanese philosophy as it has developed throughout history. Leading scholars in the field have translated selections from the
writings of more than a hundred philosophical thinkers from all eras and schools of thought, many of them available in English for
the first time. The Sourcebook editors have set out to represent the entire Japanese philosophical tradition—not only the broad
spectrum of academic philosophy dating from the introduction of Western philosophy in the latter part of the nineteenth century,
but also the philosophical ideas of major Japanese traditions of Buddhism, Confucianism, and Shinto. The philosophical
significance of each tradition is laid out in an extensive overview, and each selection is accompanied by a brief biographical sketch
of its author and helpful information on placing the work in its proper context. The bulk of the supporting material, which comprises
nearly a quarter of the volume, is given to original interpretive essays on topics not explicitly covered in other chapters: cultural
identity, samurai thought, women philosophers, aesthetics, bioethics. An introductory chapter provides a historical overview of
Japanese philosophy and a discussion of the Japanese debate over defining the idea of philosophy, both of which help explain the
rationale behind the design of the Sourcebook. An exhaustive glossary of technical terminology, a chronology of authors, and a
thematic index are appended. Specialists will find information related to original sources and sinographs for Japanese names and
terms in a comprehensive bibliography and general index. Handsomely presented and clearly organized for ease of use, Japanese
Philosophy: A Sourcebook will be a cornerstone in Japanese studies for decades to come. It will be an essential reference for
anyone interested in traditional or contemporary Japanese culture and the way it has shaped and been shaped by its great
thinkers over the centuries.
The Lost Samurai reveals the greatest untold story of Japan’s legendary warrior class, which is that for almost a hundred years
Japanese samurai were employed as mercenaries in the service of the kings of Siam, Cambodia, Burma, Spain and Portugal, as
well as by the directors of the Dutch East India Company. The Japanese samurai were used in dramatic assault parties, as royal
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bodyguards, as staunch garrisons and as willing executioners. As a result, a stereotypical image of the fierce Japanese warrior
developed that had a profound influence on the way they were regarded by their employers. Whilst the Southeast Asian kings
tended to employ samurai on a long-term basis as palace guards, their European employers usually hired them on a temporary
basis for specific campaigns. Also, whereas the Southeast Asian monarchs tended to trust their well-established units of Japanese
mercenaries, the Europeans, whilst admiring them, also feared them. In every European example a progressive shift in attitude
may be discerned from initial enthusiasm to great suspicion that the Japanese might one day turn against them, as illustrated by
the long-standing Spanish fear of an invasion of the Philippines by Japan accompanied by a local uprising. It also suggested that
if, during the 1630s, Japan had chosen engagement with Southeast Asia rather than isolation from it, the established presence of
Japanese communities overseas may have had a profound influence on the subsequent development of international relations
within the area, perhaps even seeing the early creation of an overseas Japanese empire that would have provided a rival to Great
Britain. Instead Japan closed its doors, leaving these fierce mercenaries stranded in distant countries never to return: lost samurai
indeed!
In this paperback edition, Stephen Turnbull, the world's leading authority on the samurai, goes beyond the battlefield to paint a
picture of the samurai as they really were. This book explores the samurai within the context of an all-encompassing warrior
culture that was expressed through art and poetry as much as through violence. Using themed chapters, Turnbull illuminates the
samurai through their historical development and their relationship to the world around them – relationships that are shown to
persist in Japan even today.
Soul of the Samurai contains modern translations of three classic works of Zen & Bushido. In Soul of the Samurai, bestselling
author and respected translator Thomas Cleary reveals the true essence of the Bushido code or Zen warrior teachings according
to 17th-century Japanese samurai master Yagyu Munenori and his Zen teacher Takuan Soho. The three works of Zen & Bushido
translated in Soul of the Samurai are: The Book of the Sword by Yagyu Munenori The Inscrutable Subtlety of Immovable Wisdom
by Takuan Soho The Peerless Sword by Takuan Soho Yagyu was a renowned swordsman and chief of the Shogun's secret
police, while Takuan was the Zen spiritual mentor to the Emperor. This samurai philosophy book contains the first English
translations of their seminal writings on Bushido. Cleary not only provides clear and readable translations but comprehensive
notes introducing the social, political, and organizational principles that defined samurai culture—their loyalty to family, their sense
of service and duty, and their political strategies for dealing with allies and enemies. These writings introduce the reader to the
authentic world of Zen culture and the secrets behind the samurai's success—being "in the moment" and freeing the mind from all
distractions, allowing you to react instantaneously and instinctively without thinking. In these classic works we learn that Zen
mental control and meditational training were as important to the Samurai as swordsmanship and fighting skills.
For more than 700 years, the Samurai ruled Japan, and their history and that of the nation are inseparably intertwined. Both unfold
with the help of a brilliant text and some 300 line drawings, photographs, and maps. Follow their rise between the 9th and 11th
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centuries AD, their participation in over six hundred years of civil war, and their role-shift from knights on horseback to
peacemaking administrators. Understand bushido, the complex code of conduct they lived by, and finally their decline and
disappearance. A thrilling saga.
Stephen Turnbull, a renowned expert on the history of Japan, examines the samurai invasion of Korea, the first step in an
ambitious Japanese plan to conquer China. Examining the various stages of the war, from the pitched battles of the early war
years, to the great naval encounters, the dramatic sieges and the bitter trench warfare that characterized the end of the war,
Turnbull provides a concise analysis of the conflict. Highly illustrated with contemporary photographs, full colour battlescene
artwork, detailed maps and bird's-eye views, this is a concise history of a unique and exciting campaign, which not only involved
huge numbers of men, differing terrain and tactics but was also the only time that the legendary samurai were pitched against a
foreign nation.
From the 10th to the mid-17th century, religious organisations played an important part in the social, political and military life in
Japan. Known as sohei ('monk warriors') or yamabushi ('mountain warriors'), the warrior monks were anything but peaceful and
meditative, and were a formidable enemy, armed with their distinctive, long-bladed naginata. The fortified cathedrals of the Ikkoikki rivalled Samurai castles, and withstood long sieges. This title follows the daily life, training, motivation and combat experiences
of the warrior monks from their first mention in AD 949 through to their suppression by the Shogunate in the years following the
Sengoku-jidai period.
First published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Learn the ways of the Japanese Bushido Code with this very readable, modern translation of the Bushido Shoshinshu. Code of the Samurai
is a four-hundred-year-old explication of the rules and expectations embodied in Bushido, the Japanese Way of the Warrior. Bushido has
played a major role in shaping the behavior of modern Japanese government, corporations, society, and individuals, as well as in shaping
modern Japanese martial arts within Japan and internationally. The Japanese original of this book, Bushido Shoshinshu, (Bushido for
Beginners), has been one of the primary sources on the tenets of Bushido, a way of thought that remains fascinating and relevant to the
modern world, East and West. This handbook, written after five hundred years of military rule in Japan, was composed to provide practical
and moral instruction for warriors, correcting wayward tendencies and outlining the personal, social, and professional standards of conduct
characteristic of Bushido, the Japanese chivalric tradition. With a clear, conversational narrative by Thomas Cleary, one of the foremost
translators of the wisdom of Asia, and powerfully evocative line drawings by master illustrator Oscar Ratti, this book is indispensable to the
corporate executive, student of the Asian Culture, martial artist, those interested in Eastern philosophy or military strategy, as well as for
those simply interested in Japan and its people.
In "A Book of Five Rings," Miyamoto Musashi takes the reader into a world filled to the brim with devotion, self-respect, discipline, honesty
and purity of thought. Written originally for warriors and samurai in a completely different time and culture, Musashi's book provides a
remarkable source of inspiration for self-development today. His teachings are concise and to the point. He uses phrases like "you must
understand this" and "you must practice diligently" and explains only general, but unquestionable and fundamental, concepts of the Way of
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the Warrior. While some of his guidelines are are not directly applicable in our time and age, those about striving to achieve improvement on
the inside as well as the outside couldn't be more on target. Taken literally this book is about how to become an efficient, albeit enlightened,
killer. It's value comes from reading between the lines--lines which speak volumes.
The first guide to using samurai self-discipline, focus and determination in order to find your unique inner power and be a success in your
chosen field. This inspiring book offers historically authentic and highly effective mind-control and leadership techniques, as well as fun
activities to bring a flavour of old Japan into your life. For centuries, the Japanese samurai were the unquestioned leaders of their society,
maintaining their position through their iron will, Zen-like emotional control and clan-building social skills. Today, in a modern world that so
often privileges instant gratification and self-indulgence, few commit to the Way of the Samurai, yet this challenging path of self-discipline, selfcontrol and dedication will bring great rewards to those who follow it. In this ultimate guide to making use of the authentic samurai practices
and techniques in today's world, learn how to control your mind and emotions, stay on the path until you have achieved mastery of your
chosen art, build a network of loyal followers, defend your home from physical and psychic attack, use samurai spirituality and even magic and much more.
Samurai tells the story of the courageous and highly disciplined fighting men of this time, showing how they evolved from the primitive fighters
of the seventh century into an invincible military caste with a fearsome reputation. In the early seventh century, the samurai rose to
prominence during the struggles between the emperor and the military leaders (shogun). They took part in the invasion of Korea, as well as
helping to keep Japan free from foreign influence. From the Heian period through to the Onin wars, the history of the samurai is replete with
tales of heroism and bloodshed. Although the samurai is most famous for his use of the sword, he also used a wide variety of other weapons,
such as the crossbow, the dagger and the spear. Samurai armour and costume were constantly evolving, and by the twelfth century most
samurai were wearing the box-like yoroi armour. Samurai examines samurai fighting tactics, as well as acts such as ritual suicide (hari-kiri)
and the taking of enemy heads as trophies.
The Samurai SourcebookWeidenfeld & Nicolson
An anthology of 12 samurai manuscripts showing the meaning and guiding principles of samurai life.
First published in 1977, The Samurai has long since become a standard work of reference. It continues to be the most authoritative work on
samurai life and warfare published outside Japan. Set against the background of Japan's social and political history, the book records the rise
and rise of Japan's extraordinary warrior class from earliest times to the culmination of their culture, prowess and skills as manifested in the
last great battle they were ever to fight - that of Osaka Castle in 1615.
This volume examines the development of the 'way of the samurai' (bushid?), which is popularly viewed as a defining element of the
Japanese national character and even the 'soul of Japan' - to provide an overview of modern Japanese social, cultural, and political history.

Each great samurai warlord, or daimyo, had a division of troops known as the Hatamoto, 'those who stand under the flag'. The
Hatamoto included the personal bodyguards, the senior generals, the standard bearers and colour-guard, the couriers, and the
other samurai under the warlord's personal command. Apart from bodyguard and other duties in immediate attendance on the
daimyo, both horse and foot guards often played crucial roles in battle. Their intervention could turn defeat into victory, and their
collapse meant certain defeat. As favoured warriors under the warlord's eye, members of the bodyguards could hope for
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promotion, and a few even rose to be daimyo themselves. All the three great leaders of the 16 and 17th centuries – including Oda,
Hideyoshi and Tokugawa – had their own elite corps. Such troops were naturally distinguished by dazzling apparel and heraldry,
with banners both carried and attached to the back of the armour, all of which will be detailed in an array of colour artwork
specially created for this publication.
Through the ages, the samurai have been associated with honor, fearlessness, calm, decisive action, strategic thinking, and
martial prowess. Their ethos is known as bushido, the Way of the Warrior-Knight. Here, premier translator Thomas Cleary
presents a rich collection of writings on bushido by warriors, scholars, political advisors, and educators from the fifteenth century
through the nineteenth century that provide a comprehensive, historically rich view of samurai life and philosophy. Training the
Samurai Mind gives an insider’s view of the samurai world: the moral and psychological development of the warrior, the ethical
standards they were meant to uphold, their training in both martial arts and strategy, and the enormous role that the traditions of
Shintoism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism had in influencing samurai ideals. The writings deal with a broad range of
subjects—from military strategy and political science, to personal discipline and character development. Cleary introduces each
piece, putting it into historical context, and presents biographical information about the authors. This is an essential read for
anyone interested in military history and samurai history, and for martial artists who want to understand strategy.
Combines the latest research with contemporary lives, descriptions, and reconstructions to provide a dramatic picture of what it
was like to be a samurai. So you think you’d like to be a samurai? It’s 1615 and the samurai, Japan’s elite fighting class, are at
the zenith of their powers. Trained in every manner of combat, from sword fighting and archery to karate and jujitsu, the samurai
warrior is the emperor’s last line of defense against the lewd and sordid barbarians of Japan and beyond. This handy manual tells
you everything you need to know about maintaining the honor of the samurai class both on and off the battlefield. • How to master
the Way of the Warrior • Whom you should kill, and what to do with the heads afterward • What the cultured samurai does
between battles • How to storm or lay siege to a castle • How to conduct a tea ceremony with Zen-like composure • How to
prepare for entry into the White Jade Pavilion after your death
During the 16th century, Japan underwent a military revolution, characterized by the deployment of large armies, the introduction
of firearms and an eventual shift towards fighting on foot. This study encapsulates these great changes through an exploration of
the experience on the ground at three key battles, Uedahara (1548), Mikata ga Hara (1573) and Nagashino (1575), in which two
very different types of warrior were pitted against each other. On one side were samurai, the elite aristocratic knights whose status
was proclaimed by the possession and use of a horse. On the other side were the foot soldiers known as ashigaru, lower-class
warriors who were initially attendants to the samurai but who joined the armies in increasing numbers, attracted by loot and glory.
These two types of warrior battled for dominance across the period, changing and adapting their tactics as time went on. In this
title, the development of the conflicts between samurai and ashigaru is explored across three key battles, where highly trained elite
mounted samurai of the Takeda clan faced ashigaru at very different stages in their development. The profound and irreversible
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changes that took place as the conflicts progressed are analysed in detail, culminating in the eventual incorporation of the
ashigaru as the lowest ranks of the samurai class in within the standing army of Tokugawa Japan.
Bushido: the samurai code of Japan is one of the most influential books ever written on "the way of the warrior." A classic study of
Japanese culture, the book outlines the moral code of the samurai way of living and the virtues every warrior holds dear. In
Bushido, Nitobe points out similarities between Western and Japanese history and culture. He argues that "no matter how different
any two cultures may appear to be on the surface, they are still created by human beings, and as such have deep similarities."
Nitobe believed that connecting Bushido with greater teachings could make an important contribution to all humanity, that the way
of the samurai is not something peculiarly Japanese, but of value to the entire human race.
Brave, invincible warriors, fighting sword in hand against overwhelming odds. Those were the Samurai. In this the most
comprehensive, enthralling look at their history, personalities, strategies, costume, and battles you’ll find every detail of their
armor and weaponry, as well as the Samurai army’s development, its organization, and the fighters’ feudal obligation. Case
studies focus in on the most important invasions and combat situation, as well as their religious traditions. A full range of maps
chart wartime changes.
A look at Samurai warfare and specific battles in which it was applied.
The Samurai Mind is a collection of five seminal Japanese texts that convey the essence of traditional samurai philosophy and
ethics from very different, but complementary points of view. These texts range from the ferocious to the esoteric—with their
common thread being the importance of mastering one's own mind as the key to overcoming opponents. They were written from
the mid-18th to early 19th century, The authors were acknowledged master samurai warriors keen to address a broader audience
beyond their circle of students and acolytes. Their aim was to explain their craft to the outside world, and they do so with great
insight. The classic Japanese texts are: The Mysterious Skills of the Old Cat Sword Theory A Treatise on the Sword Joseishi's
Discussions on the Sword Ignorance in Swordsmanship Four of the five texts presented here are translated into English for the
first time making The Samurai Mind an important addition to the literature on Japanese martial arts and a valuable resource for all
martial artists. This samurai philosophy book is an informative look at the samurai of Japan with particular emphasis on the
warrior's relationship with his samurai sword—the most fabled weapon in history—and on his need to cultivate mental discipline to
achieve his goals.
The Samurai Series brings together three of the most important books dealing with the Samurai path and philosophy into one deluxe,
illustrated hardcover volume. "The Book of Five Rings" was written by Miyamoto Musashi, a Samurai of legendary renown, about 1645. It is a
masterpiece of simple exposition written by a master swordsman, who, near the end of his spectacular life, tried earnestly to explain the
essentials of individual combat and the essence of being a Samurai. His book is widely considered to a cornerstone of the philosophy of
"Bushido." "Hagakure - The Way of the Samurai," which means: "Hidden by Leaves," was composed from dialogs by the famous Samurai
Yamamoto Tsunetomo, by a scribe, Tashiro Tsuramoto, about 1716 AD. It explains the major ideas and philosophy that are essential to the
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"way of the Samurai," by which is meant the "way of dying." It contains numerous tales of various Samurai and their deeds which illustrate
their philosophy and practice. "Bushido - The Soul of Japan" by Inazo Nitobe was first published 1899. It is an extremely literate presentation
by a Japanese intellectual who wished to present Japan and its fundamental philosophy in a way that could be understood by Westerners. It
describes how the Shinto religion and Buddhism are the underpinnings of the essentially militaristic view of honor and life that are inherent in
Bushido, the Samurai code. Excerpt from The Book of Five Rings. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. The Gaze in Strategy The
gaze should be large and broad. This is the twofold gaze, "Perception and Sight." Perception is strong and sight, weak. In strategy, it is
important to see distant things as if they were close, and to take a distanced view of close things. It is important in strategy to know the
enemy's sword, yet not be distracted by insignificant movements of his sword. You must study this. The gaze is the same for single combat
and for large-scale strategy. It is necessary in strategy to be able to look to both sides without moving the eyeballs. You cannot master this
ability quickly. Learn what is written here; use this gaze in everyday life and do not vary it...
The ancient warrior culture of Japan produced a sophisticated martial philosophy that we know today as Bushido—the Way of the Warrior. In
Samurai Wisdom, author Thomas Cleary provides five critical new translations of major Japanese works on Bushido. The writings of the
scholar Yamaga Soko and his disciples are among the most lucid expositions we have of the core ideas and philosophy underlying the
Samurai's disciplined way of life and outlook. Together they provide an in-depth, practical guide to character building and conduct according
to the precepts of Bushido—a code for professional warriors that retains as much relevance in today's world as it had when these works were
written 400 years ago. Yamaga's writings inspired the transformation of the Samurai from a feudal class of warriors under the command of
the Shogun to a group of prominent individuals with significant intellectual, political and moral leadership and influence. The works translated
in Samurai Wisdom for the very first time are as timeless and essential today as the works of Sun Tzu, Musashi and Clausewitz. The five
Japanese works on Bushido translated in Samurai Wisdom are: The Way of the Knight by Yamaga Soko The Warrior's Rule by Tsugaru
Kodo-shi Essentials of Military Matters compiled by Yamaga Takatsune The Education of Warriors by Yamaga Soko Primer of Martial
Education by Yamaga Soko
Towards the end of the 16th century three outstanding commanders brought Japan's century of civil wars to an end, but it was Tokugawa
Leyasu who was to ensure a lasting peace. In terms of his strategic and political achievements Leyasu ranks as Japan's greatest samurai
commander. Leyasu possessed the rare wisdom of knowing who should be an ally and who was an enemy, a key skill for a successful
military leader. Leyasu's crowning victory at Sekigahara depended on the defection to his side of Kobayakawa Hideaki, and the absence from
the scene of Ieyasu's son Hidetada serves to illustrate how just once there was a failure in Ieyasu's otherwise classic strategic vision. To
establish his family as the ruling clan in Japan for the next two and a half centuries was abundant proof of his true greatness.
Compiled in this volume is original material on Japanese arts and culture from the prehistoric era to the Meiji Restoration (1867). These
sources, including many translated here for the first time, are placed in their historical context and outfitted with brief commentaries, allowing
the reader to make connections to larger concepts and values found in Japanese culture. This book contains material on the visual and
literary arts, as well as primary texts on topics not easily classified in Western categories, such as the martial and culinary arts, the art of tea,
and flower arranging. More than sixty color and black-and-white illustrations enrich the collection and provide further insights into Japanese
artistic and cultural values. Also included are a bibliography of English-language and Japanese sources and an extensive list of suggested
further readings.
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