The Rivalry Bill Russell Wilt Chamberlain And The
Golden Age Of Basketball

The lessons in Getting to Know Me aim to foster positive attitudes towards self and
others. The book contains worksheets, games, cards and study grids to assist teachers
in their day-to-day work in the classroom. All worksheets come with teachers notes
suggesting ways of presenting the lessons, and can be used as a structured learning
programme, as

The dramatic story of how two legendary players--Earvin "Magic" Johnson and Larry
Bird--burst on the scene in an NCAA championship that gave birth to modern
basketball. The date was March 26, 1979. The place: Salt Lake City.

On the night of March 2, 1962, in Hershey, Pennsylvania, right up the street from the
chocolate factory, Wilt Chamberlain, a young and striking athlete celebrated as the Big
Dipper, scored one hundred points in a game against the New York Knickerbockers. As
historic and revolutionary as the achievement was, it remains shrouded in myth. The
game was not televised; no New York sportswriters showed up; and a fourteen-year-old
local boy ran onto the court when Chamberlain scored his hundredth point, shook his
hand, and then ran off with the basketball. In telling the story of this remarkable night,
author Gary M. Pomerantz brings to life a lost world of American sports. In 1962, the
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National Basketball Association, stepchild to the college game, was searching for its
identity. Its teams were mostly white, the number of black players limited by an
unspoken quota. Games were played in drafty, half-filled arenas, and the players
traveled on buses and trains, telling tall tales, playing cards, and sometimes reading
Joyce. Into this scene stepped the unprecedented Wilt Chamberlain: strong and quick-
witted, voluble and enigmatic, a seven-footer who played with a colossal will and a
dancer’s grace. That strength, will, grace, and mystery were never more in focus than
on March 2, 1962. Pomerantz tracked down Knicks and Philadelphia Warriors, fans,
journalists, team officials, other NBA stars of the era, and basketball historians,
conducting more than 250 interviews in all, to recreate in painstaking detail the game
that announced the Dipper’s greatness. He brings us to Hershey, Pennsylvania, a
sweet-seeming model of the gentle, homogeneous small-town America that was fast
becoming anachronistic. We see the fans and players, alternately fascinated and
confused by Wilt, drawn anxiously into the spectacle. Pomerantz portrays the other
legendary figures in this story: the Warriors’ elegant coach Frank McGuire; the
beloved, if rumpled, team owner Eddie Gottlieb; and the irreverent p.a. announcer Dave
“the Zink” Zinkoff, who handed out free salamis courtside. At the heart of the book is
the self-made Chamberlain, a romantic cosmopolitan who owned a nightclub in Harlem
and shrugged off segregation with a bebop cool but harbored every slight deep in his
psyche. March 2, 1962, presented the awesome sight of Wilt Chamberlain imposing
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himself on a world that would diminish him. Wilt, 1962 is not only the dramatic story of a
singular basketball game but a meditation on small towns, midcentury America, and
one of the most intriguing figures in the pantheon of sports heroes. Also available as a
Random House AudioBook
The perceptive, controversial, and idiosyncratic basketball star recounts the decisive
events of his life and career, offers an inside look at professional basketball, and
sounds off about freedom, race, marriage, religion, and American culture
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ The NBA according to The Sports Guy—now
updated with fresh takes on LeBron, the Celtics, and more! Foreword by Malcom
Gladwell » “The work of a true fan . . . it might just represent the next phase of sports
commentary.”—The Atlantic Bill Simmons, the wildly opinionated and thoroughly
entertaining basketball addict known to millions as ESPN’s The Sports Guy, has
written the definitive book on the past, present, and future of the NBA. From the age-old
guestion of who actually won the rivalry between Bill Russell and Wilt Chamberlain to
the one about which team was truly the best of all time, Simmons opens—and then
closes, once and for all—every major pro basketball debate. Then he takes it further by
completely reevaluating not only how NBA Hall of Fame inductees should be chosen
but how the institution must be reshaped from the ground up, the result being the
Pyramid: Simmons’s one-of-a-kind five-level shrine to the ninety-six greatest players in
the history of pro basketball. And ultimately he takes fans to the heart of it all, as he
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uses a conversation with one NBA great to uncover that coveted thing: The Secret of
Basketball. Comprehensive, authoritative, controversial, hilarious, and impossible to put
down (even for Celtic-haters), The Book of Basketball offers every hardwood fan a
courtside seat beside the game’s finest, funniest, and fiercest chronicler.
On a fateful day in 1957, the country saw the Boston Celtics and the St. Louis Hawks
face off in one of the most dramatic NBA games in history. But the score at the final
buzzer told only part of the story. Celtics rookie Bill Russell, traded by the Hawks
because of his race, emerged as a new sports hero. Boston's coach Red Auerbach
went on to become the ultimate winner and builder of championship teams. And the city
of Boston and its beloved Celtics had their first NBA championship-and the makings of
a dynasty.
When in 1969 the NBA sought an emblem for the league, one man was chosen above
all as the icon of his sport: Jerry West. Silhouetted in white against a red-and-blue
backdrop, West'’s signature gait and left-handed dribble are still the NBA logo, seen on
merchandise around the world. In this marvelous book—the first biography of the
basketball legend—award-winning reporter and author Roland Lazenby traces Jerry
West's brilliant career from the coalfields near Cabin Creek, West Virginia, to the bare-
knuckled pre-expansion era of the NBA, from the Lakers’ Riley-Magic-Kareem
Showtime era to Jackson—Kobe—Shaq teams of the early twenty-first century, and
beyond. But fame was not all glory. Called “Mr. Clutch,” West was an incomparable
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talent—flawless on defense, possessing unmatched court vision, and the perfect jumper,
unstoppable when the game was on the line. Beloved and respected by fans and fellow
players alike, West was the centerpiece of Lakers teams that starred such players as
Elgin Baylor and Wilt Chamberlain, and he went on to nine NBA Finals. Yet in losing
eight of those series, including six in a row to the detested Boston Celtics, West
became as famous for his failures as for his triumphs. And that notoriety cast long
shadows over West’s life on and off the court. Yet as the author discovered through
scores of exclusive interviews with West’'s teammates, colleagues, and family
members, West channeled the frustration of his darkest moments into a driving force
that propelled his years as an executive. And in this capacity, the success that often
eluded West on the court has enabled him to reach out to successive generations of
players to enrich and shape the sport in immeasurable ways. Though sometimes
overshadowed by flashier peers on the court, Jerry West nevertheless stands out as
the heart and soul of a league that, in fifty years, has metamorphosed from a regional
sideshow into a global phenomenon. And in Jerry West, Roland Lazenby provides the
ultimate story of a man who has done more to shape basketball than anyone on the
planet.
Examines the 1968-69 season of the Boston Celtics, including Bill Russell's rivalry with
Wilt Chamberlain, the injuries sustained by the team in the playoffs, and the team's
capture of the world championship.
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The RivalryBill Russell, Wilt Chamberlain, and the Golden Age of
BasketballBallantine Books

The word legend is thrown around all too easily these days, but there can be no
doubt that the NBA players featured in this book are the very best to have ever
graced a basketball court. They are true legends of the game. Spanning the
decades and covering all the league's most iconic eras, this book uncovers the
fascinating stories and incredible accomplishments of the greatest basketball
players. From the game's first superstars, Wilt Chamberlain, Bill Russell, and
Jerry West, to the modern-day greats of the late Kobe Bryant, LeBron James,
and Kevin Garnett. There are also in-depth features on Lakers legends Magic
Johnson, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, and Shaquille O'Neal, as well as Celtics great
Larry Bird, while it also explores 23 reasons why Michael Jordan is the greatest
of all time. It's not just about great players, though. Without great coaches there
would be no great players, legendary teams, or memorable matchups. That's why
this book also runs down the 10 most successful and influential coaches from
NBA history, looks back at the 10 greatest championship-winning teams, and
relives 10 of the best ever games. It also includes a review of the 50 most iconic
NBA players of all time.

An opinionated tour of the past, presen;[/,2 and future of pro basketball, written by
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ESPN's "Sports Guy" columnist, shares insights on everything from major NBA
events and underrated players to how Hall of Famers should be selected.

From the New York Times bestselling author of The Big Bam A clash of NBA
titans. Seven riveting games. One young reporter. Welcome to the 1969 NBA
Finals. They don’t set up any better than this. The greatest basketball player of
all time - Bill Russell - and his juggernaut Boston Celtics, winners of ten (ten!) of
the previous twelve NBA championships, squeak through one more playoff run
and land in the Finals again. Russell’'s opponent? The fearsome 7’1" next-
generation superstar, Wilt Chamberlain, recently traded to the LA Lakers to form
the league’s first dream team. Bill Russell and John Havlicek versus
Chamberlain, Jerry West and Elgin Baylor. The 1969 Celtics are at the end of
their dominance. The 1969 Lakers are unstoppable. Add to the mix one newly
minted reporter. Covering the epic series is a wide-eyed young sports writer
named Leigh Montville. Years before becoming an award-winning legend himself
at The Boston Globe and Sports lllustrated, twenty-four-year-old Montville is
ordered by his editor at the Globe to get on a plane to L.A. (first time!) to write
about his luminous heroes, the biggest of big men. What follows is a raucous,
colorful, joyous account of one of the greatest seven-game series in NBA history.

Set against a backdrop of the late sixtieg, Montville’s reporting and recollections
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transport readers to a singular time — with rampant racial tension on the streets
and on the court, with the emergence of a still relatively small league on its way
to becoming a billion-dollar industry, and to an era when newspaper journalism
and the written word served as the crucial lifeline between sports and sports fans.
And there was basketball — seven breathtaking, see-saw games, highlight-reel
moments from an unprecedented cast of future Hall of Famers (including player-
coach Russell as the first-ever black head coach in the NBA), coast-to-coast
travels and the clack-clack-clack of typewriter keys racing against tight deadlines.
Tall Men, Short Shorts is a masterpiece of sports journalism with a charming
touch of personal memoir. Leigh Montville has crafted his most entertaining book
yet, richly enshrining luminous players and moments in a unique American time.
“Bill Russell was the greatest team basketball player ever....[He] has produced a
moving tribute to his friend and, in a larger sense, to friendship.” —Booklist In Red
and Me, Boston Celtics basketball legend Bill Russell pays homage to his mentor
and coach, the inimitable Red Auerbach. A poignant remembrance of a life-
altering relationship in the tradition of Big Russ and Me and Tuesdays With
Morrie, Red and Me tells an unforgettable story of one unlikely and enduring
friendship set against the backdrop of the greatest basketball dynasty in NBA
history.
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Before Shaquille O'Neal and before Bill Russell, there was George Mikan, a six-
foot-ten, 240-pound center, whose quiet demeanor and bespectacled face belied
his competitive fire. A four-time All-American at DePaul and a six-time
professional champion, Mikan was such an unstoppable force-and a national
sensation-that, when his Minneapolis Lakers played the New York
Knickerbockers in 1949, the marquee outside Madison Square Garden read
simply, "George Mikan vs. Knicks." Drawing on extensive interviews-with former
teammates, opponents, coaches, friends, and rivals-critically acclaimed author
Michael Schumacher presents, for the first time, a wonderfully nuanced portrait of
one of the most unheralded athletes of our time, and a fascinating look at the
birth of the National Basketball Association. REVIEWS: "Schumacher (Family
Business) explores the on-court life and legacy of George Mikan, the big man
who revolutionized both college and professional basketball as a dominant center
in the '40s and '50s and as the American Basketball Association's first
commissioner in the 1960s. Several rules in the modern game were enacted to
offset 6'10" Mikan's uncommon height advantage at the time: his shot-blocking
ability for DePaul University led to the goaltending rule in college basketball in
1943, and his rebounding and scoring for the Minneapolis Lakers prompted the

nascent NBA to widen the free-throw Iag;e from six feet to 12 feet in 1951. Wilt
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Chamberlain described Mikan as the "first true superstar of the league," and
Shaquille O'Neal, who paid for Mikan's funeral when he died in 2005 in dire
financial straits due to the expenses of his health problems, said, "Without
George Mikan, there is no me." A native of Joliet, Ill., Mikan was from a Croatian
family and remained a true Midwesterner to the end, Schumacher writes.
Schumacher's narrative sometimes gets bogged down with tedious, almost box
score-like itemizing of the numerous games from Mikan

The first complete biography of Julius Erving--also known as Dr. J, one of the
greatest and most popular basketball players of all time--draws on interviews with
his childhood friends, family and teammates and coaches at all levels.

An authoritative and entertaining biography of Wilt Chamberlain, one of the
twentieth century's most controversial athletes, examines his extraordinary
athletic achievements, as well as his unique, sometimes turbulent lifestyle.
Charles Barkley has never been shy about expressing his opinions. Michael
Jordan once said that we all want to say the things that Barkley says, but we
don’t dare. But even die-hard followers of the all-time NBA great, the star of
TNT’s Inside the NBA and CNN’s TalkBack Live, will be astonished by just how
candid and provocative he is in this book—and just how big his ambitions are.

Though he addresses weighty issu%s V\ll(l)gg) a light touch and prefers to stir people
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to think by making them laugh, there’s nothing Charles Barkley shies away from
here—not race, not class, not big money, not scandal, not politics, not
personalities, nothing. “Early on,” says Washington Post columnist and ESPN
talk show host Michael Wilbon in his Introduction, “Barkley made his peace with
mixing it up, and decided the consequences were very much worth it to him. And
that makes him as radically different in these modern celebrity times as a
6-foot-4-inch power forward.” If there’s one thing Charles Barkley knows, it's the
crying need for honest, open discussion in this country—the more uncomfortable
the subject, the more necessary the dialogue. And if the discussion leader can be
as wise, irreverent, (occasionally) profane and (consistently) funny as Charles
Barkley, so much the better. Many people are going to be shocked and
scandalized by | May Be Wrong but | Doubt It, but many more will stand up and
cheer. Like Molly Ivins or Bill O'Reilly, Charles Barkley is utterly his own thinker,
and everything he says comes from deep reflection. One way or another, if more
blood hasn’t reached your brain by the time you've finished this book, maybe
you've been embalmed.

Earl "The Pearl" Monroe is a basketball legend whose impact on the game
transcends statistics, a player known as much for his unorthodox, "playground"

style of play as his championship p%diglrlgée. Observers said that watching him
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play was like listening to jazz, his moves resembling freefloating improvisations.
"I don't know what I'm going to do with the ball," Monroe once admitted, "and if |
don't know, I'm quite sure the guy guarding me doesn't know either." Traded to
the New York Knicks before the 1971-72 season, Monroe became a key member
of the beloved, star-studded 1972-73 Knicks team that captured the NBA title.
And now, on the 40th anniversary of that championship season—the franchise's
last—Monroe is finally ready to tell his remarkable story. Written with bestselling
author Quincy Troupe (Miles, The Pursuit of Happyness) Earl the Pearl will
retrace Monroe's life from his upbringing in a tough South Philadelphia
neighborhood through his record-setting days at Winston-Salem State, to his
NBA Rookie of the Year season in 1967, his tremendous years with the Baltimore
Bullets and ultimately his redemptive, championship glory with the New York
Knicks. The book will culminate with a revealing epilogue in which Monroe
reflects on the events of the past 40 years, offers his insights into the NBA today,
and his thoughts on the future of the game he loves.

The New York Times Bestseller Out of the greatest dynasty in American
professional sports history, an intimate story of race, mortality, and regret About
to turn ninety, Bob Cousy, the Hall of Fame Boston Celtics captain who led the

team to its first six championships on an/unparalleled run, has much to look back
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on in contentment. But he has one last piece of unfinished business. The last
pass he hopes to throw is to close the circle with his great partner on those Celtic
teams, fellow Hall of Famer Bill Russell, now 84. These teammates were
basketball's Ruth and Gehrig, and Cooz, as everyone calls him, was famously
ahead of his time as an NBA player in terms of race and civil rights. But as the
decades passed, Cousy blamed himself for not having done enough, for not
having understood the depth of prejudice Russell faced as an African-American
star in a city with a fraught history regarding race. Cousy wishes he had
defended Russell publicly, and that he had told him privately that he had his
back. At this late hour, he confided to acclaimed historian Gary Pomerantz over
the course of many interviews, he would like to make amends. At the heart of the
story THE LAST PASS tells is the relationship between these two iconic athletes.
The book is also in a way Bob Cousy's last testament on his complex and
fascinating life. As a sports story alone it has few parallels: An poor kid whose
immigrant French parents suffered a dysfunctional marriage, the young Cousy
escaped to the New York City playgrounds, where he became an urban legend
known as the Houdini of the Hardwood. The legend exploded nationally in 1950,
his first year as a Celtic: he would be an all-star all 13 of his NBA seasons. But

even as Cousy's on-court imagination ar)d daring brought new attention to the
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pro game, the Celtics struggled until Coach Red Auerbach landed Russell in
1956. Cooz and Russ fit beautifully together on the court, and the Celtics dynasty
was born. To Boston's white sportswriters it was Cousy's team, not Russell's, and
as the civil rights movement took flight, and Russell became more publicly
involved in it, there were some ugly repercussions in the community, more hurtful
to Russell than Cousy feels he understood at the time. THE LAST PASS situates
the Celtics dynasty against the full dramatic canvas of American life in the 50s
and 60s. It is an enthralling portrait of the heart of this legendary team that throws
open a window onto the wider world at a time of wrenching social change.
Ultimately it is a book about the legacy of a life: what matters to us in the end,
long after the arena lights have been turned off and we are alone with our
memories. On August 22, 2019, Bob Cousy was awarded the Presidential Medal
of Freedom

This superbly-illustrated new book explores English society and its relationship to
the landscape, as seen through photography and tourism over the last hundred
years. All the major tourist venues are covered including Stonenhenge, National
Trust houses, the Lake District and Shakespeare country. A wide variety of
stunning photographs are included in the book from Victorian pastoral scenes

and Emerson's views of Norfolk, to cont(/azmporary photography including Martin
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Parr's wry images of end of the century society ...

The Laker superstar discusses his private life, politics, and fellow players as he
reviews his extraordinary basketball career

Roger de la Burde was an unusual and charming man—a wealthy scientist and art
collector, he claimed to be a Polish Count, wore ascots, and always bowed to
women. But after he was found dead in the library of his Virginia estate, police
discovered that de la Burde was not the man he had pretended to be. In fact, he
was such a womanizing swindler that they had no difficulty compiling a list of
suspects, including the tobacco company he was suing, his disgruntled business
associates, his longtime girlfriend, his pregnant mistress, and her husband. The
woman they ultimately charged with the crime seemed the least likely of them all
to commit murder; Beverly Monroe was an educated and unfailingly genteel
Southern mother of three who had never had so much as parking ticket. But she
had been de la Burde’s lover for twelve years (despite his frequent affairs) and
she made a bizarre confession under intense police questioning. Was she really
guilty, or was she manipulated by the police? With unimpeachable research,
Taylor reveals the multiple layers of this fascinating case and leaves readers with
troubling doubts about de la Burde, about Monroe, and about the justice system

in America.
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A New York Times bestseller One of the preeminent linguists of our time
examines the realms of language that are considered shocking and taboo in
order to understand what imbues curse words with such power--and why we love
them so much. Profanity has always been a deliciously vibrant part of our lexicon,
an integral part of being human. In fact, our ability to curse comes from a different
part of the brain than other parts of speech--the urgency with which we say
"f&*k!" is instead related to the instinct that tells us to flee from danger. Language
evolves with time, and so does what we consider profane or unspeakable. Nine
Nasty Words is a rollicking examination of profanity, explored from every angle:
historical, sociological, political, linguistic. In a particularly coarse moment, when
the public discourse is shaped in part by once-shocking words, nothing could be
timelier.

In February 2008, Bill Walton, after climbing to the top of every mountain he ever
tried, suffered a catastrophic spinal collapse--the culmination of a lifetime of
injuries--that left him in excruciating, debilitating, and unrelenting pain. Unable to
walk, he underwent pioneering surgery and slowly recovered. The ordeal tested
Walton to the fullest, but with extraordinary determination and sacrifice, he
recovered. Now Bill Walton shares his life story in this remarkable memoir.

Walton, the son of parents with no interggt in athletics, played basketball in every
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spare moment. An outstanding player on a great high school team, he only
wanted to play for John Wooden at UCLA--and Wooden wanted him. Walton was
deeply influenced by the culture of the 1960s, but he respected the thoughtful,
rigorous Wooden, who seemed immune to the turmoil of the times. Other than his
parents, Wooden would be the greatest influence in Walton's life--the two would
speak nearly every day for 43 years until Wooden's death. Throughout a brilliant
championship career, accumulating injuries would afflict Walton. He would lose
almost two-thirds of his playing time to injury. After his playing days ended,
Walton chose a career in broadcasting, despite being a lifelong stutterer--once
again he overcame a physical limitation and eventually won multiple broadcasting
accolades. Wooden once said that no greatness ever came without
sacrifice--nothing better illustrates this notion than Walton's life.--Adapted from
dust jacket.
"George Gund foundation imprint in African American Studies"--P. facing t.p.
During the 1965 NBA season, Wilt Chamberlain moved into 76ers owner lke Richman's
home and suddenly lke's 16-year-old son, David, got a new roommate-the most famous
athlete in the world. Their daily life took on a normal routine - until game time, when
David's casual friend would turn into a mighty superstar, the beloved hero of ten
thousand adoring basketball fans. Wilt was at his peak and soon, the Championship
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was within reach. However, the enchanted tale takes a tragic turn. Ike suffers a fatal
heart attack at courtside, and David's young world is shattered. But unexpectedly, he
has some profound, mystical experiences that help restore his spirit. Wilt, Ike & Me is a
poignant story of epic characters, set in a bygone era. As it journeys from the everyday,
to the fantastic and even the metaphysical, the touching family saga is filled with
triumph and tragedy. But ultimately, its true hero is the human heart, with its remarkable
ability to transcend both time and death.
The former basketball star speaks out on Bill Russell, race relations, the NBA, sex,
women, Kareen Abdul-Jabbar, and many other hot topics. Reprint.
A revelatory portrait of the legendary slugger draws on interviews, recently discovered
documents, and Ruth's personal scrapbooks to trace Ruth's life from his childhood in an
orphanage to his rise to the heights of major league baseball, documenting the athlete's
larger-than-life personallity and extraordinary accomplishments on the field. (Sports &
Recreation)
"Did | ever tell you about Wilt Chamberlain?" "Did | ever tell you about Bob Cousy?"
"Did | ever tell you about Joe DiMaggio?" Whenever Arnold "Red" Auerbach starts a
sentence with those six words -- "Did | ever tell you about . . ." -- anyone within earshot
should prepare to hear a marvelous story. As a living legend among sports fans, Red
Auerbach -- the fiery coach who led the Boston Celtics to nine NBA championships,
eight of them consecutive -- has long been renowned for his formidable personality:
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brash, opinionated, and unfailingly accurate. As a coach, he had a great eye for talent,
drafting such Hall of Famers as Bill Russell and Larry Bird, and managed to build a
powerful franchise with an abiding legacy. Red never stood still along the sidelines and
was never seen without his trademark cigar. Now in retirement, at age eighty-seven, he
remains a lively part of the game, still consulted by coaches, players, and general
managers. And his admirers continue to be legion. Not long ago a former president
postponed a meeting with Bill Gates so as not to pass up the chance to talk with Red.
For the past several years, John Feinstein has met regularly with Red Auerbach and his
friends in a series of raucous, unforgettable sessions. Out of those smoke-and-laughter-
filled rooms have emerged the stories of Red's life, from his childhood on the
playgrounds of Brooklyn to his triumphs at the famed Boston Garden, where he
coached for sixteen years. Just listen as Red colorfully recalls all the players and
coaches he has worked with and played against: Bill Russell, Larry Bird, Bob Cousy,
Wilt Chamberlain, Sam Jones, and Michael Jordan -- you name them, the basketball
greats are all here. Red holds nothing back. In Let Me Tell You a Story, Red
Auerbach's unique experiences in sports and John Feinstein's unparalleled skills as a
storyteller combine to produce one of the most richly entertaining books ever written
about the game of basketball.
The most iconic moments and stories of the NBA. In NBA 75, sportswriter and
basketball super fan Dave Zarum tells the story of the NBA, all 75 years -- from its early
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barnstorming days to the multibillion-dollar sports league it is today. Readers are
treated to all the biggest moments and greatest superstars, with over 75 stories ranging
from Jerry West's 33-win streak Lakers, through Jordan's repeat three-peat Bulls, to
Steph Curry and the 73-win Warriors and beyond. But this retrospective doesn't shy
away from the league's controversies, covering its struggles with racial bigotry, Magic
Johnson's HIV diagnosis, Len Bias' tragic draft-night death and the cocaine-fuelled late
seventies when the Finals were broadcast on tape delay. Each story is fully illustrated
with iconic photos and accompanied by stat boxes and side stories of some of the
Association's more curious and overlooked moments. Some of the events covered in
NBA 75: 1946: The first professional basketball game between the New York Knicks
and the Toronto Huskies 1969: The legendary duels between Wilt Chamberlain and Bill
Russell 1976: The merger of the ABA and NBA 1980: The rivalry of Larry Bird and
Magic Johnson 1993: Air Jordan and his Bulls dynasty 2006: Kobe Bryant scores 81
points 2010: LeBron James makes his Miami decision 2016: Steph Curry and the
Warriors blow a 3-1 lead to lose the NBA Finals. NBA 75 is the definitive guide to the
history of the NBA -- perfect for anyone who wants to learn more about the league they
love or simply catch up on what they've been missing. With the 75th anniversary of the
NBA in 2021, now is the perfect time to add it to your collection.
NBA Hall of Fame player Elgin Baylor was an innovator in his sport, a civil rights
trailblazer, and a true superstar. He influenced future NBA All Stars such as Michael
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Jordan and Kobe Bryant, and is considered by many to be one of the most important
players in NBA history. A prolific scorer who baffled opponents with his twists and turns
and inventive moves, Baylor was a force both on and off the court for the Minneapolis
and Los Angeles Lakers. In Elgin Baylor: The Man Who Changed Basketball, Bijan C.
Bayne tells the story of how a kid from the streets of segregated Washington, DC, who
didn’t attend college until he was over twenty, revolutionized basketball and stood up
for his rights. In a time when few nationally prominent black athletes spoke out about
racial inequality in the United States, Baylor refused to tolerate discrimination. On the
court, with his balletic moves and urban style of play, Elgin Baylor lifted the game of
basketball off the floor and into the air. Elgin Baylor: The Man Who Changed Basketball
includes personal reflections from Baylor’s old schoolyard companions, former
teammates, players he coached in the NBA, and noted sports journalists, bringing to life
his childhood, college career, and professional life with intimate detail. Basketball fans,
historians, and those interested in the impact of sports on the Civil Rights Movement
will all find this first-ever biography of Elgin Baylor both fascinating and inspirational.
Elgin Baylor's memoir of an epic all-star career in the NBA—during which he
transformed basketball from a horizontal game to a vertical one—and his fights against
racism during his career as a player and as general manager of the LA Clippers under
the infamous Donald Sterling People think of Elgin Baylor as one of the greatest
basketball players in the history of the game—and one of the NBA's first black
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superstars—but the full extent of his legacy stretches beyond his spectacular, game-
changing shots and dunks. With startling symmetry, Baylor recounts his story: flying
back and forth between the U.S. Army and the Lakers, his time as a central figure in the
great Celtics-Lakers rivalry and how he helped break down color barriers in the sport,
his 1964 All-Star game boycott, his early years as an executive for the New Orleans
Jazz, and twenty-two years as general manager for the notorious L.A. Clippers and
Donald Sterling, spent fighting to draft and sign young, black phenoms—only to be
hamstrung by his boss at every turn. No one has seen the league change, and has
worked to bring change, more than Baylor. Year after year, he continued to fight and
persevere against racism. At the beginning of his career, he was forced to stay in
separate hotel rooms. From those days to today’s superstardom, he has had a front-
row view of the game’s elevation to one of America’s favorite sports. For the first time,
Elgin Baylor tells his full story. He’s played with the legends, lived with them, and

knows more about the NBA than anyone living, and is finally ready to set the record
straight.

America's quintessential basketball coach offers a lifetime of recollections and reflections about
the world of basketball, encompassing everyone from great players to misguided owners, and
everything from draft picks to drugs

From the moment these two players took the court on opposing sides, they engaged in a fierce
physical and psychological battle. Their uncommonly competitive relationship came to

symbolize the most compelling rivalry in tpggel\égé. These were the basketball epics of the



1980s — Celtics vs Lakers, East vs West, physical vs finesse, Old School vs Showtime, even
white vs black. Each pushed the other to greatness — together Bird and Johnson collected
eight NBA Championships, six MVP awards and helped save the floundering NBA at its most
critical time. When it started they were bitter rivals, but along the way they became lifelong
friends. With intimate, fly-on-the-wall detail, When the Game Was Ours transports readers to
this electric era of basketball and reveals for the first time the inner workings of two players
dead set on besting one another. From the heady days of trading championships to the darker
days of injury and illness, we come to understand Larry’s obsessive devotion to winning and
how his demons drove him on the court. We hear him talk with candor about playing through
chronic pain and its truly exacting toll. In Magic we see a young, invincible star struggle with
the sting of defeat, not just as a player but as a team leader. We are there the moment he
learns he’s contracted HIV and hear in his own words how that devastating news impacted his
relationships in basketball and beyond. But always, in both cases, we see them prevail. A
compelling, up-close-and-personal portrait of basketball’'s most inimitable duo, When the
Game Was Ours is a reevaluation of three decades in counterpoint. It is also a rollicking ride
through professional basketball’s best times.

"An oral history of basketball"--

Set against the backdrop of professional basketball's golden age during the 1960s, a study
focuses on the rivalry between Bill Russell and Wilt Chamberlain, which came to an epic
climax during the 1969 championship.

A brief biography of the popular basketball player, Michael Jordan.

Destroying a dynasty. That was the mission of Wilt Chamberlain and 1966-67 Philadelphia
Page 23/25



76ers. For eight straight years, the Boston Celtics had dominated the National Basketball
Association. Each and every season during that stretch, a new NBA championship flag was
hoisted to the top of the hallowed Boston Garden. No team had been able to stop them.
Nobody thought any team could or would. Season of the 76ers, The Story of Wilt Chamberlain
and the 1967 NBA Champion Philadelphia 76ers, chronicles the unprecedented, record-setting
championship journey of the team that finally stopped the Celtics and became the new kings of
the NBA. It tells the story of the legendary Chamberlain's personal triumph over Boston and
their leader, Bill Russell, arch rivals who had annually thwarted Chamberlain's championship
dreams and had left him branded a loser. But Chamberlain couldn't defeat the Celtics alone.
He was reunited with fiery and focused Coach Alex Hannum, the only NBA coach ever to have
beaten Boston for the championship. He was surrounded by the best supporting cast of his
career: Hal Greer and Chet Walker, two talented offensive stars transplanted from a bygone
NBA franchise; Luke Jackson, the league's first true power forward; Billy Cunningham, a sixth
man loaded with instant energy and offense; Wally Jones and Larry Costello, a pair of
basketball reclamation projects; and, Matty Guokas and Bill Melchionni, a couple of hometown
rookies. Chamberlain remade his game, forsaking his own incredible scoring prowess in favor
of handing out assists to teammates. In turn, the 76ers remade basketball history, rocketing to
an unmatched 46-4 record out of the gate and not stopping until they reached 68-13, a regular
season mark never previously achieved in NBA history--or even imagined back then. The book
gives fans a fascinating, month-by-month look at the team's amazing season, a season that
also saw Chamberlain pursued by both a rival basketball league and the heavyweight boxing

champion of the world. It also recounts in vivid, play-by-play detail one of the most historic
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playoff series in the annals of the NBA. s20The 76ers battled the Celtics again in a much-
anticipated post-season confrontation. But this time the results would be different. Amid chants
of "Boston is dead" from the long-suffering, Celtics-hating fans at Philadelphia’'s Convention
Hall, the 76ers won the series quickly and decisively. They went on to defeat sharp-shooting
Rick Barry and the San Francisco Warriors for the NBA title. In 1995, the 76ers took their place
among the top ten teams in NBA history. Season of the 76ers makes the strong case that they
are the best NBA team of all time. Packed with pictures, playoff box scores, and reproductions
of the 76ers' championship yearbook, the book is not only the biography of a great team, it is a
fun- and fact-filled sports collectible. The NBA's 2001-2002 season marks the 35th anniversary
of that special "Season of the 76ers"--a fitting time to relive this team's unforgettable
achievements.

Presents the life and accomplishments of the celebrated basketball player, who won eleven
NBA championships, and who was the first African American to coach in the NBA and to be
elected to the Basketball Hall of Fame.
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