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This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been
housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the
work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly
other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a
reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages,
poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being
an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
An audaciously daring narrative, this text presents an overview of the early history of
Rome, focusing the reader's attention to those distinctive and often hidden cultural
features that contributed to create a unique ancient Roman mindset and civic outlook.
Using an historical format, Thomas L. Dynneson addresses these cultural forces which
ultimately shaped the Romans into the ancient world's most powerful military city-state.
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Comprised of numerous values and beliefs, the Romans sought to develop their
citizens as a cohesive whole. This approach enabled a mastering of both the practical
and utilitarian tactics for solving problems, an expression of classical intellectualism.
Identifying this sense of idealism paralleled with the Romans embodiment of sacrifice to
overcome all obstacles, the author explores several features of becoming Roman.
Within this text, each section is designed to pull together the general historical elements
which helped to create a unique Roman citizenship. The final section of each chapter
contains further analysis, including the author's narrative regarding the general sources
used, and the second containing a review of one exceptional recommended reading.
The later chapters of the book provide a special "Recent Scholarship" section, which
explores the work of recent scholars' "revisionists" perspectives related to the traditional
ancient sources.
Shows how Europe's barbarians, strengthened by centuries of contact with Rome on
many levels, turned into an enemy capable of overturning and dismantling the mighty
Empire.
Dramatic artist, natural scientist and philosopher, Plutarch is widely regarded as the
most significant historian of his era, writing sharp and succinct accounts of the greatest
politicians and statesman of the classical period. Taken from the Lives, a series of
biographies spanning the Graeco-Roman age, this collection illuminates the twilight of
the old Roman Republic from 157-43 bc. Whether describing the would-be dictators
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Marius and Sulla, the battle between Crassus and Spartacus, the death of political
idealist Crato, Julius Caesar's harrowing triumph in Gaul or the eloquent oratory of
Cicero, all offer a fascinating insight into an empire wracked by political divisions.
Deeply influential on Shakespeare and many other later writers, they continue to
fascinate today with their exploration of corruption, decadence and the struggle for
ultimate power.
Focuses on the economic history of the community of Rome from the Iron Age to the
early Republic.
This Is A New Release Of The Original 1825 Edition.
The gripping story of how the end of the Roman Empire was the beginning of the
modern world The fall of the Roman Empire has long been considered one of the
greatest disasters in history. But in this groundbreaking book, Walter Scheidel argues
that Rome's dramatic collapse was actually the best thing that ever happened, clearing
the path for Europe's economic rise and the creation of the modern age. Ranging
across the entire premodern world, Escape from Rome offers new answers to some of
the biggest questions in history: Why did the Roman Empire appear? Why did nothing
like it ever return to Europe? And, above all, why did Europeans come to dominate the
world? In an absorbing narrative that begins with ancient Rome but stretches far
beyond it, from Byzantium to China and from Genghis Khan to Napoleon, Scheidel
shows how the demise of Rome and the enduring failure of empire-building on
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European soil launched an economic transformation that changed the continent and
ultimately the world.
In this lively and very readable history of the Roman Empire from its establishment in
27 BC to the barbarian incursions and the fall of Rome in AD 476, Kershaw draws on a
range of evidence, from Juvenal's Satires to recent archaeological finds. He examines
extraordinary personalities such as Caligula and Nero and seismic events such as the
conquest of Britain and the establishment of a 'New Rome' at Constantinople and the
split into eastern and western empires. Along the way we encounter gladiators and
charioteers, senators and slaves, fascinating women, bizarre sexual practices and
grotesque acts of brutality, often seen through eyes of some of the world's greatest
writers. He concludes with a brief look at how Rome lives on in the contemporary world,
in politics, architecture, art and literature.
The creator of the award-winning podcast series The History of Rome and Revolutions
brings to life the bloody battles, political machinations, and human drama that set the
stage for the fall of the Roman Republic. The Roman Republic was one of the most
remarkable achievements in the history of civilization. Beginning as a small city-state in
central Italy, Rome gradually expanded into a wider world filled with petty tyrants,
barbarian chieftains, and despotic kings. Through the centuries, Rome's model of
cooperative and participatory government remained remarkably durable and
unmatched in the history of the ancient world. In 146 BC, Rome finally emerged as the
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strongest power in the Mediterranean. But the very success of the Republic proved to
be its undoing. The republican system was unable to cope with the vast empire Rome
now ruled: rising economic inequality disrupted traditional ways of life, endemic social
and ethnic prejudice led to clashes over citizenship and voting rights, and rampant
corruption and ruthless ambition sparked violent political clashes that cracked the once
indestructible foundations of the Republic. Chronicling the years 146-78 BC, The Storm
Before the Storm dives headlong into the first generation to face this treacherous new
political environment. Abandoning the ancient principles of their forbearers, men like
Marius, Sulla, and the Gracchi brothers set dangerous new precedents that would start
the Republic on the road to destruction and provide a stark warning about what can
happen to a civilization that has lost its way.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been
housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the
work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly
other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a
reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages,
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poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being
an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
A new history of the Roman Republic and its collapse In Mortal Republic, prize-winning
historian Edward J. Watts offers a new history of the fall of the Roman Republic that
explains why Rome exchanged freedom for autocracy. For centuries, even as Rome
grew into the Mediterranean's premier military and political power, its governing
institutions, parliamentary rules, and political customs successfully fostered negotiation
and compromise. By the 130s BC, however, Rome's leaders increasingly used these
same tools to cynically pursue individual gain and obstruct their opponents. As the
center decayed and dysfunction grew, arguments between politicians gave way to
political violence in the streets. The stage was set for destructive civil wars--and
ultimately the imperial reign of Augustus. The death of Rome's Republic was not
inevitable. In Mortal Republic, Watts shows it died because it was allowed to, from
thousands of small wounds inflicted by Romans who assumed that it would last forever.
Arguably the greatest Empire to ever exist, Rome has indelibly left a significant mark on
the modern world. The posthumous influence of the Roman Republic and Empire have
no equal in all of history. Their varied culture, stunning art, brilliant philosophy, and
towering architecture is embedded in our modern world. Roman innovation has left
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behind a legacy that has remained admired and emulated for over a thousand years.
They built massive networks of roads before the birth of Christ. They constructed
elaborate public sewer systems over 1,500 years before the United States became a
Nation, and had networks of aqueducts bringing running water. Their tactics in battle
are still studied by historians and military leaders of today. Their history is filled with
great conflicts, compelling love stories, and the most treacherous of leaders. Hollywood
has explored their culture time and again on the silver screen. Larger than life
commanders like Julius Caesar would help shape their ultimate destiny. In his book
entitled The Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire: Life, Liberty, and the Death of the
Republic author Barry Linton highlights and explains the significant struggles and
contributions that have made Rome so well known. Join us as we explore the meteoric
rise, monumental life, inevitable death, and eventual rebirth of Rome.
You’re no idiot, of course. The battle scenes in Gladiator had you on the edge of your
seat and wondering where you could find more information on the rise and fall of
ancient Rome. But so far, your search has left you feeling like a blundering barbarian.
Pick yourself up off the coliseum floor! Consult The Complete Idiot’s Guide® to the
Roman Empire—a fun-to-read introduction to the fascinating history, people, and culture
of ancient Rome. In this Complete Idiot’s Guide®, you get: --The history of the Roman
Empire’s rise and fall. --An idiot-proof introduction to the great epic literature of the
Roman Republic. --A survey of the Romans in arts and popular culture. --Fascinating
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details of some of history’s most nefarious emperors, including Nero, Caligula, and
Commodus.
What did it mean to be Roman after the fall of the western Roman empire in 476, and
what were the implications of new formulations of Roman identity for the inhabitants of
both east and west? How could an empire be Roman when it was, in fact, at war with
Rome? How did these issues motivate and shape historical constructions of
Constantinople as the New Rome? And how did the idea that a Roman empire could
fall influence political rhetoric in Constantinople? In The Politics of Roman Memory,
Marion Kruse visits and revisits these questions to explore the process by which the
emperors, historians, jurists, antiquarians, and poets of the eastern Roman empire
employed both history and mythologized versions of the same to reimagine themselves
not merely as Romans but as the only Romans worthy of the name. The Politics of
Roman Memory challenges conventional narratives of the transformation of the
classical world, the supremacy of Christian identity in late antiquity, and the low literary
merit of writers in this period. Kruse reconstructs a coherent intellectual movement in
Constantinople that redefined Romanness in a Constantinopolitan idiom through the
manipulation of Roman historical memory. Debates over the historical parameters of
Romanness drew the attention of figures as diverse as Zosimos—long dismissed as a
cranky pagan outlier, but here rehabilitated—and the emperor Justinian, as well as the
major authors of Justinian's reign, such as Prokopios, Ioannes Lydos, and Jordanes.
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Finally, by examining the narratives embedded in Justinian's laws, Kruse demonstrates
the importance of historical memory to the construction of imperial authority.
The perfect St. Patrick's Day gift, and a book in the best tradition of popular history -the untold story of Ireland's role in maintaining Western culture while the Dark Ages
settled on Europe. Every year millions of Americans celebrate St. Patrick's Day, but
they may not be aware of how great an influence St. Patrick was on the subsequent
history of civilization. Not only did he bring Christianity to Ireland, he instilled a sense of
literacy and learning that would create the conditions that allowed Ireland to become
"the isle of saints and scholars" -- and thus preserve Western culture while Europe was
being overrun by barbarians. In this entertaining and compelling narrative, Thomas
Cahill tells the story of how Europe evolved from the classical age of Rome to the
medieval era. Without Ireland, the transition could not have taken place. Not only did
Irish monks and scribes maintain the very record of Western civilization -- copying
manuscripts of Greek and Latin writers, both pagan and Christian, while libraries and
learning on the continent were forever lost -- they brought their uniquely Irish world-view
to the task. As Cahill delightfully illustrates, so much of the liveliness we associate with
medieval culture has its roots in Ireland. When the seeds of culture were replanted on
the European continent, it was from Ireland that they were germinated. In the tradition
of Barbara Tuchman's A Distant Mirror, How The Irish Saved Civilization reconstructs
an era that few know about but which is central to understanding our past and our
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cultural heritage. But it conveys its knowledge with a winking wit that aptly captures the
sensibility of the unsung Irish who relaunched civilization. BONUS MATERIAL: This
ebook edition includes an excerpt from Thomas Cahill's Heretics and Heroes.
Few civilizations have been as large and successful as the Romans, but Rome wasn’t
always the capital of an expanding empire. Explore the history of Rome from the city’s
founding through its peak.
The Greek statesman Polybius (c.200–118 BC) wrote his account of the relentless growth of
the Roman Empire in order to help his fellow countrymen understand how their world came to
be dominated by Rome. Opening with the Punic War in 264 BC, he vividly records the critical
stages of Roman expansion: its campaigns throughout the Mediterranean, the temporary
setbacks inflicted by Hannibal and the final destruction of Carthage. An active participant of the
politics of his time as well as a friend of many prominent Roman citizens, Polybius drew on
many eyewitness accounts in writing this cornerstone work of history.
The Roman Empire was one of the largest and most enduring in world history. In his new book,
distinguished historian William V. Harris sets out to explain, within an eclectic theoretical
framework, the waxing and eventual waning of Roman imperial power, together with the
Roman community's internal power structures (political power, social power, gender power and
economic power). Effectively integrating analysis with a compelling narrative, he traces this
linkage between the external and the internal through three very long periods, and part of the
originality of the book is that it almost uniquely considers both the gradual rise of the Roman
Empire and its demise as an empire in the fifth and seventh centuries AD. Professor Harris
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contends that comparing the Romans of these diverse periods sharply illuminates both the
growth and the shrinkage of Roman power as well as the Empire's extraordinary durability.
An in-depth look at the first chapter of Ancient Roman history, this book takes a personal and
compelling approach that makes the already rich story of Ancient Rome that much more
engaging. "The Rise and Fall of the Roman Kingdom" takes the reader from the mythical
earliest days of Rome through to its transformation into a unified city of diverse tribes. Explore
the unique mix of legend and truth that defines the early kings of Rome and learn about the
first steps Rome took toward Republic and eventual Empire. This book makes history relevant
and entertaining, and is a must-read for any fan of the ancient world. Follow the rest of the
story of Rome with the second and third books in this trilogy, "The Rise and Fall of the Roman
Republic" and "The Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire."
Beginning in the eighth century B.C., Ancient Rome grew from a small town on central Italy's
Tiber River into an empire that at its peak encompassed most of continental Europe, Britain,
much of western Asia, northern Africa and the Mediterranean islands. Among the many
legacies of Roman dominance are the widespread use of the Romance languages (Italian,
French, Spanish, Portuguese and Romanian) derived from Latin, the modern Western
alphabet and calendar and the emergence of Christianity as a major world religion. After 450
years as a republic, Rome became an empire in the wake of Julius Caesar's rise and fall in the
first century B.C. The long and triumphant reign of its first emperor, Augustus, began a golden
age of peace and prosperity; by contrast, the empire's decline and fall by the fifth century A.D.
was one of the most dramatic implosions in the history of human civilization. As legend has it,
Rome was founded by Romulus and Remus, twin sons of Mars, the god of war. Left to drown
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in a basket on the Tiber by a king of nearby Alba Longa and rescued by a she-wolf, the twins
lived to defeat that king and found their own city on the river's banks in 753 B.C. After killing his
brother, Romulus became the first king of Rome, which is named for him. A line of Sabine,
Latin and Etruscan (earlier Italian civilizations) kings followed in a non-hereditary succession.
Rome's era as a monarchy ended in 509 B.C. with the overthrow of its seventh king, Lucius
Tarquinius Superbus, whom ancient historians portrayed as cruel and tyrannical, compared to
his benevolent predecessors. A popular uprising was said to have arisen over the rape of a
virtuous noblewoman, Lucretia, by the king's son. Whatever the cause, Rome turned from a
monarchy into a republic, a world derived from res publica, or "property of the people." Scroll to
the top of the page and click buy now to learn more about this exciting period of history
How did the Roman Empire begin and why did it end? In this educational book, your child will
be properly introduced to the Roman Empire. Its contents will not only discuss the beginning
and end, but also the most important fact during the height of the said empire. Created with
young learners in mind, this book is an easy-to-understand read. Grab a copy today!
A richly-illustrated introduction to the various ways in which coins can help illuminate the
history of the Roman republic.
The Rise of the Roman EmpirePenguin UK
The main part of Polybius's history covers the years 264-146 BCE. It describes the rise of
Rome to the destruction of Carthage and the domination of Greece by Rome.--From publisher
description.
On the horizons of many warring tribes, Roman warriors, knights from chivalric orders and the
devoted penniless appeared on a divine mission ready to conquer with an appetite for
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destruction, salvation and a higher purpose. Pax Romana. Had the world ever seen the
magnitude of empires as it did in the Roman Empires that would unhinge themselves from their
very foundation in their attempt to dominate over kings, lords, and tribes? What caused the
Romans to proclaim themselves worthy of answering a seemingly providential call to spread
the Roman way? This is the story of their shifting identity over the course of a mind-boggling
history in their steep ascents and defiant schisms transfixed with glory and virtue that lasted for
thousands of years. It is the story of Rome's lingering origin and Rome's spirit of conquest as
their enemies encircled them. The perilous protection they would offer to a papacy, besieged
by perpetual land grabs of powerful nobles and distant tribes, was often compromised by their
own faults, negligence and the nature of where their empire stopped and their Romanness
began. They fought their own with just as much fervor as those who appeared at their fronts.
Did their very spirit and ascent imperil that which united them, dividing them, as the world
around them embraced or rejected their very foundation?
"A must for anyone interested in the Roman Empire and its impact on world history." —Tony
Robinson star of Blackadder and Time Team. This entertaining and informative guide
introduces readers to the amazing world of ancient Rome and its emperors, epic wars,
awesome architecture, heroes, and villains. With a complete rundown of Roman history
alongside fascinating insights into the lives of everyday Romans, readers will discover the
amazing people and events involved in the rise and fall of one of the greatest of all ancient
civilisations and how its influence can still be felt around the world today. Guy de la Bédoyère
is a historian, archaeologist, and Roman expert, he is well known for his numerous books and
appearances on TV, especially Channel 4’s Time Team.
Page 13/20

Download File PDF The Rise Of The Roman Empire Penguin Classics
Traces the history of early Rome, covering such topics as religion, language, and culture.
Welcome to the Realm of the Roman Empire! *****SECOND EDITION***** Free bonus inside!
(Right After Conclusion) - Get limited time offer, Get your BONUS right NOW! Are you curious
about the world around you? Would you like to know about the origins of western civilization?
Are you interested in knowing about the ancient world and what impact it has on your life?
Would You Like To Know What It Takes To Earn The Name Augustus? If your answer to any
one of these questions is a resounding yes, then Ancient Rome is the book for you. The
Ancient Romans have always fascinated modern historians. From the time of the "rediscovery"
of the Roman Civilization between the 14th and 17th centuries, historians have been in awe of
the complexity of their society, their origins, and their decline. All of these have been subject to
debate in the past, but now you have a chance to get some clarity on the issue, and maybe
understand the world we live in a little better. The Roman Civilization heavily influenced
western culture, and in this book, you shall find out the extent to which the Romans affected
modern culture. You shall explore the different systems of Government that were put in place,
go behind the scenes and find out a little bit more about the practices of the Roman senate and
how it came to be one of the most central parts of the Civilization. Ancient Rome takes a look
at the different origin stories that there are about ancient Rome, and contrasts them with
archaeological evidence that has been found on the same subject. It also looks at the
challenges that the city faced as it began, and the different ways in which its founders
populated it. Ancient Rome tries to explore the little known facts about the first Kings of Rome,
where they were from, how long their reign lasted, their achievements and failures and most of
all, the advances each king made as he took over the throne of Rome. The book also
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examines the rise and fall of the Roman Republic, and the political changes that took place in
the years that followed the fall of the last Roman King such as the different posts that were
created to fill the void left by the king and the impact they had on the senate. Ancient Rome
also looks at some of the conflicts that took place within the senate, the different
disagreements between the Plebeians and the Patricians. This book examines the various
ways that the senate found solutions to their problems, some of them more amicable than
others. This book will take you through a quick walk-through of the different dynasties that
existed during in Empire, the various Emperors that ruled during that time, and the impact they
had on the economy and culture. You shall discover how each Emperor came to the throne
and how each helped to expand the Roman Empire. You will also find out which Emperors did
nothing at all and which Emperor is to blame for the decline of republican values. Download
Ancient Rome today, and open your mind to the different cultures and civilizations of the world.
***Limited Edition*** Download your copy today!
A vivid historical account of the social world of Rome as it moved from republic to empire. In 49
B.C., the seven hundred fifth year since the founding of Rome, Julius Caesar crossed a small
border river called the Rubicon and plunged Rome into cataclysmic civil war. Tom Holland’s
enthralling account tells the story of Caesar’s generation, witness to the twilight of the
Republic and its bloody transformation into an empire. From Cicero, Spartacus, and Brutus, to
Cleopatra, Virgil, and Augustus, here are some of the most legendary figures in history brought
thrillingly to life. Combining verve and freshness with scrupulous scholarship, Rubicon is not
only an engrossing history of this pivotal era but a uniquely resonant portrait of a great
civilization in all its extremes of self-sacrifice and rivalry, decadence and catastrophe, intrigue,
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war, and world-shaking ambition.
Gibbon offers an explanation for why the Roman Empire fell, a task made difficult by a lack of
comprehensive written sources, though he was not the only historian to tackle the subject.
Most of his ideas are directly taken from what few relevant records were available: those of the
Roman moralists of the 4th and 5th centuries.
Ammianus Marcellinus was the last great Roman historian, and his writings rank alongside
those of Livy and Tacitus. The Later Roman Empire chronicles a period of twenty-five years
during Marcellinus' own lifetime, covering the reigns of Constantius, Julian, Jovian, Valentinian
I, and Valens, and providing eyewitness accounts of significant military events including the
Battle of Strasbourg and the Goth's Revolt. Portraying a time of rapid and dramatic change,
Marcellinus describes an Empire exhausted by excessive taxation, corruption, the financial ruin
of the middle classes and the progressive decline in the morale of the army. In this magisterial
depiction of the closing decades of the Roman Empire, we can see the seeds of events that
were to lead to the fall of the city, just twenty years after Marcellinus' death.
The rise of the Roman Empire laid the foundations for the development of much of Europe.
This book is a chronological account of the formation, battles and campaigns of the Roman
state, from the foundation and growth of the city under the Seven Kings, to the epic Republican
struggle with Carthage, and the expansion throughout the Mediterranean.
New York Times Bestseller A New York Times Notable Book Named one of the Best Books of
the Year by the Wall Street Journal, the Economist, Foreign Affairs, and Kirkus Reviews
Finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award (Nonfiction) Shortlisted for the Cundill Prize
in Historical Literature Finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize (History) A San Francisco
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Chronicle Holiday Gift Guide Selection A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice
Selection A sweeping, "magisterial" history of the Roman Empire from one of our foremost
classicists shows why Rome remains "relevant to people many centuries later" (Atlantic). In
SPQR, an instant classic, Mary Beard narrates the history of Rome "with passion and without
technical jargon" and demonstrates how "a slightly shabby Iron Age village" rose to become
the "undisputed hegemon of the Mediterranean" (Wall Street Journal). Hailed by critics as
animating "the grand sweep and the intimate details that bring the distant past vividly to life"
(Economist) in a way that makes "your hair stand on end" (Christian Science Monitor) and
spanning nearly a thousand years of history, this "highly informative, highly readable" (Dallas
Morning News) work examines not just how we think of ancient Rome but challenges the
comfortable historical perspectives that have existed for centuries. With its nuanced attention
to class, democratic struggles, and the lives of entire groups of people omitted from the
historical narrative for centuries, SPQR will to shape our view of Roman history for decades to
come.
In the first century B.C., Rome was the ruler of a vast empire. Yet at the heart of the Republic
was a fatal flaw: a dangerous hostility between the aristocracy and the plebians, each
regarding itself as the foundation of Rome's military power. Turning from their foreign enemies,
Romans would soon be fighting Romans.Swords Against the Senate describes the first three
decades of Rome's century-long civil war that transformed it from a republic to an imperial
autocracy, from the Rome of citizen leaders to the Rome of decadent emperor thugs. As the
republic came apart amid turmoil, Gaius Marius, the "people's general," rose to despotic power
only to be replaced by the brutal dictator Sulla. The Roman army, once invincible against
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foreign antagonists, became a tool for the powerful, and the Roman Senate its foe.
Combining historical, sociological, and legal expertise, Bruce Frier discloses the reasons for
the emergence of law as a professional discipline in the later Roman Republic. Originally
published in 1985. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to
again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton
University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton
Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the
thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
Gaius Marius was one of the most remarkable and significant figures of the late Roman
Republic. At a time when power tended to be restricted to a clique of influential families, he
rose from relatively humble origins to attain the top office of consul. He even went on to hold
the post an unprecedented seven times. His political career flourished but was primarily built
on military success. First serving in the Numantine War in Spain, he later rose to high
command and brought a long-running war in North Africa to a successful conclusion, bringing
the Numidian King Jurgurtha back in chains. His return was timely as northern barbarian tribes
threatened Italy and had previously defeated several Roman armies. Marius reformed and
retrained the Republic's forces and decisively defeated the invaders that had easily
overpowered his predecessors. Marius' subsequent career was primarily that of an elder
statesman, but it was dominated by his rivalry with his erstwhile subordinate, Sulla, which
ultimately led to the latter's bloody coup. Marius, once hailed as the savior of Rome, eventually
became a desperate fugitive, literally fleeing for his life from his pursuers. However, after
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several harrowing brushes with death, Marius seized an opportunity to return to Rome and
mete out justice to his enemies, which tarnished his once-enviable reputation.
The Greek statesman Polybius (c.200–118 BC) wrote his account of the relentless growth of
the Roman Empire in order to help his fellow countrymen understand how their world came to
be dominated by Rome. Opening with the Punic War in 264 BC, he vividly records the critical
stages of Roman expansion: its campaigns throughout the Mediterranean, the temporary
setbacks inflicted by Hannibal and the final destruction of Carthage. An active participant of the
politics of his time as well as a friend of many prominent Roman citizens, Polybius drew on
many eyewitness accounts in writing this cornerstone work of history. For more than seventy
years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking
world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to
provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
No power on Earth can resist the might of Imperial Rome, so it has been and so it ever shall
be. Through brute force, terror, and sheer indomitable will, her armies have enslaved a world.
From the reign of Maximilianus the Great in A.U.C. 1203 onward through the ages -- into a new
era of scientific advancement and astounding technologies -- countless upstarts and enemies
arise, only to be ground into the dust beneath the merciless Roman bootheels. But one people
who suffer and endure throughout the many centuries of oppressive rule dream of the glorious
day that is coming -- when the heavens themselves will be opened to them…and the ships they
are preparing in secret will carry them on their "Great Exodus" to the stars.
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This Modern Library eBook edition collects all three volumes of Edward Gibbon’s towering
masterpiece of classical history The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire—complete and
unabridged. Edward Gibbon’s magnum opus narrates the history of the Roman Empire from
the second century A.D. to its collapse in the west in the fifth century and in the east in the
fifteenth century. Alongside the magnificent narrative lies the author’s wit and sweeping irony,
exemplified by Gibbon’s famous definition of history as “little more than the register of the
crimes, follies and misfortunes of mankind.” An epic chronicle of uncommon literary distinction,
The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire is widely considered the greatest work of history
ever written. This unabridged eBook bundle of the celebrated text edited by Professor J. B.
Bury, considered a classic since it first appeared in 1896, includes Gibbon’s own exhaustive
notes, Bury’s original Introduction and index, as well as a modern appraisal of Gibbon in an
Introduction from Pulitzer Prize–winning historian Daniel J. Boorstin.
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