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Many of ancient India's religious traditions are alive in modern India, and many of
these religious traditions are in conflict with one another regarding the future of
India. Even the so-called "secular state" is deeply pervaded by religious
sentiments growing out of the Neo-Hindu nationalist movement of Gandhi and
Nehru. A careful analysis of the current religious scene when placed in its proper
long-term historical perspective raises interesting questions about the nature and
future of religion not only in India but elsewhere as well.
Offering the first long-duration analysis of the relationship between the state and
religion in South Asia, this book looks at the nature and origins of Indian
secularism. It interrogates the proposition that communalism in India is wholly a
product of colonial policy and modernisation, questions whether the Indian state
has generally been a benign, or disruptive, influence on public religious life, and
evaluates the claim that the region has spawned a culture of practical toleration.
The book is structured around six key arenas of interaction between state and
religion: cow worship and sacrifice, control of temples and shrines, religious
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festivals and processions, proselytising and conversion, communal riots, and
religious teaching/doctrine and family law. It offers a challenging argument about
the role of the state in religious life in a historical continuum, and identifies points
of similarity and contrast between periods and regimes. The book makes a
significant contribution to the literature on South Asian History and Religion.
This timely and significant study explores the reasons behind the rise in Sikh
militancy over the 1970s and 1980s. It also evaluates the violent response of the
Indian State in fuelling and suppressing the Sikh separatist movement, resulting
in a tragic sequence of events which has included the raiding of the Golden
Temple at Amritsar and the assassination of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. The
book reveals the role in this movement of a section of young semi-literate Sikh
peasantry who were disaffected by the Green Revolution and the
commercialisation of agriculture in Punjab. Drawing on a wide range of sources,
Deol examines the role of popular mass media in the revitalisation of religion
during this period, and the subsequent emergence of sharper religious
boundaries.
South Asia is home to many of the world's most vibrant religious faiths. It is also
one of the most dynamic and historically rich regions on earth, where changing
political and social structures have caused religions to interact and hybridise in
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unique ways. This textbook introduces the contemporary religions of South Asia,
from the indigenous religions such as the Hindu, Jain, Buddhist and Sikh
traditions, to incoming influences such as Christianity, Judaism and Islam. In ten
chapters, it surveys the nine leading belief systems of South Asia and explains
their history, practices, values and worldviews. A final chapter helps students
relate what they have learnt to religious theory, paving the way for future study.
Written by leading experts, Religions of South Asia combines solid scholarship
with clear and lively writing to provide students with an accessible and
comprehensive introduction. All chapters are specially designed to aid crossreligious comparison, following a standard format covering set topics and issues;
the book reveals to students the core principles of each faith, compares it to
neighbouring traditions, and its particular place in South Asian history and
society. It is a perfect resource for all students of South Asia's diverse and
fascinating faiths.
The Encyclopedia of Indian Religions offers a complete overview of Hinduism
and all other religions found in India and the Diaspora, such as Buddhism,
Jainism, Sikhism, Islam, Christianity, Judaism and so on. It is strongly
characterized by two special features, each pertaining to the fact that Hinduism is
closely associated with India but has now become global in its reach. In relation
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to Hinduism in India, it views Hinduism not in isolation but in dynamic interaction,
first with other religions of Indian origin and then with religions which did not
originate in India but have been a lasting feature of its religious landscape,
namely, Islam and Christianity and, to a lesser extent, Zoroastrianism and
Judaism. Secondly, the encyclopedia seriously takes into account the
phenomenon of Hinduism in the Diaspora. The Indian Diaspora is now beginning
to make its presence felt, both in India and abroad. In India, the Indian
government annually hosts a Diaspora event called Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
(PBD), in recognition of the growing importance of the 20 million strong Diaspora.
And the role it is playing in the computer software industry around the world is
well known. Although not all Indians are Hindus, most are, both in India and
abroad. A strong sense of Hindu identity is emerging among diasporic Hindus.
This has lead to an increasing amount of research on Hindu traditions and Indian
identity, and the relation of Hinduism with other world religions. The Encyclopedia
of Indian Religions will fill the need for information and clarification of modern day
Hinduism and Hindu history and traditions to Hindus in the Diaspora. Three main
aspects of diasporic Hinduism have been kept in mind while preparing this
reference work: firstly the active language of diasporic Hindus is English.
Secondly diasporic Hindus need a rational rather than a devotional or traditional
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exposition of the religion, and thirdly they need information and arguments to
address the stereotypes which characterize the presentation of Hinduism in the
academia and the media, especially in the West. The above is covered in a
comprehensive reference work that covers: (1) Hinduism in various parts of the
world such as Africa, North America and so on, along with the description of it as
practiced in India; (2) the various religious movements of a Hindu hue which have
had international impact such as Hare Krishna, and (3) Hindu beliefs and
practices as they are being understood and lived out in a modern global
environment. And (4), as not all Indians are Hindu, this encyclopedia will contain
entries on all religions found in India in the same spirit.
A free ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of
California Press’s Open Access publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to
learn more. In Hindu Pluralism, Elaine M. Fisher complicates the traditional
scholarly narrative of the unification of Hinduism. By calling into question the
colonial categories implicit in the term “sectarianism,” Fisher’s work excavates
the pluralistic textures of precolonial Hinduism in the centuries prior to British
intervention. Drawing on previously unpublished sources in Sanskrit, Tamil, and
Telugu, Fisher argues that the performance of plural religious identities in public
space in Indian early modernity paved the way for the emergence of a
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distinctively non-Western form of religious pluralism. This work provides a critical
resource for understanding how Hinduism developed in the early modern period,
a crucial era that set the tenor for religion's role in public life in India through the
present day.
Your hands-on guide to one of the world's major religions The dominant religion
of India, "Hinduism" refers to a widevariety of religious traditions and philosophies
that havedeveloped over thousands of years. Today, the United States is hometo
approximately one million Hindus. If you've heard of this ancient religion and are
looking for areference that explains the intricacies of the customs, practices,and
teachings of this ancient spiritual system, Hinduism ForDummies is for you!
Provides a thorough introduction to this earliest and popularworld belief system
Information on the rites, rituals, deities, and teachingsassociated with the practice
of Hinduism Explores the history and teachings of the Vedas, Brahmans,
andUpanishads Offers insight into the modern daily practice of Hinduismaround
the world Continuing the Dummies tradition of making the world's
religionsengaging and accessible to everyone, Hinduism For Dummies isyour
hands-on, friendly guide to this fascinating religion.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public
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domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality
reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format
that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-toread typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and
thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.
Focused on the theme of the sociology of religion, this volume brings together essays
by well-known scholars which examine the resurgence of religious identities in the
Indian context. The contributors question many received notions, address critical
problems, and raise important issues surrounding various current debates./-//-/The
papers are divided into four sections. The first deals with religion, society and national
identity. The next section is devoted to sects, cults, shrines and the making of
traditions. The third section discusses religious conversion, while the last section
provides a comparative perspective drawn from Pakistan, Bangladesh, Trinidad and
Tobago, and the United States. /-//-/Tackling a subject of immense contemporary
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importance and demonstrating a sensitivity to the shifts and changes brought about in
faith, identity and tradition, this volume will be of considerable interest to students of
sociology, anthropology, religion, politics and history./-//-/This book is one of the Indian
Sociological Society: Golden Jubilee Volumes.
This book offers fresh theoretical, methodological and empirical analyses of the relation
between religion and the city in the South Asian context. Uniting the historical with the
contemporary by looking at the medieval and early modern links between religious faith
and urban settlement, the book brings together a series of focused studies of the mixed
and multiple practices and spatial negotiations of religion in the South Asian city. It
looks at the various ways in which contemporary religious practice affects urban
everyday life, commerce, craft, infrastructure, cultural forms, art, music and
architecture. Chapters draw upon original empirical study and research to analyze the
foundational, structural, material and cultural connections between religious practice
and urban formations or flows. The book argues that Indian cities are not ‘postsecular’
in the sense that the term is currently used in the modern West, but that there has
been, rather, a deep, even foundational link between religion and urbanism, producing
different versions of urban modernity. Questions of caste, gender, community,
intersectional entanglements, physical proximity, private or public ritual, processions
and prayer, economic and political factors, material objects, and changes in the built
environment, are all taken into consideration, and the book offers an interdisciplinary
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analysis of different historical periods, different cities, and different types of religious
practice. Filling a gap in the literature by discussing a diversity of settings and faiths, the
book will be of interest to scholars to South Asian history, sociology, literary analysis,
urban studies and cultural studies.
Judicial debates on the regulation of religion in post-colonial India have been
characterised by the inability of courts to identify religion as a governable phenomenon.
This book investigates the identification and regulation of religion through an intellectual
history of law's creation of religion from the colonial to the post-colonial. Moving beyond
conventional explanations on the failure of secularism and the secular state, it argues
that the impasse in the legal regulation of religion lies in the methodologies and
frameworks used by British colonial administrators in identifying and governing religion.
Drawing on insights from post-colonial theory and religious studies, it demonstrates the
role of secular legal reasoning in the background of Western intellectual history and
Christian theology through an illustration of the place of worship. It is a contribution to
South Asian legal history and sociolegal studies analysing court archives, colonial
narratives and legislative documents.
What part can Hindu and Buddhist traditions play in resolving the ecological problems
facing India and South East Asia? David Gosling's exciting study, based on extensive
fieldwork, is of global significance: the creation of more sustainable relationships
between people and the natural world is one of the most urgent social and
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environmental problems of the new millennium. David Gosling looks at the religions
historically and from a contemporary perspective.
India is frequently represented as the quintessential land of religion. Johannes Quack
challenges this representation through an examination of the contemporary Indian
rationalist organizations: groups who affirm the values and attitudes of atheism,
humanism, or free-thinking. Quack shows the rationalists' emphasis on maintaining
links to atheism and materialism in ancient India and outlines their strong ties to the
intellectual currents of modern European history. At the heart of Disenchanting India is
an ethnographic study of the organization ''Andhashraddha Nirmulan Samiti''
(Organization for the Eradication of Superstition), based in the Indian State of
Maharashtra. Quack gives a nuanced account of the Organization's specific "mode of
unbelief." He describes the group's efforts to encourage a scientific temper and to
combat beliefs and practices that it regards as superstitious. Quack also shows the role
played by rationalism in the day-to-day lives of the Organization's members, as well as
the Organization's controversial position within Indian society. Disenchanting India
contributes crucial insight into the nature of rationalism in the intellectual life and
cultural politics of India.
Religion in India is an ideal first introduction to India's fascinating and varied religious
history. Fred Clothey surveys the religions of India from prehistory and Indo-European
migration through to the modern period. Exploring the interactions between different
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religious movements over time, and engaging with some of the liveliest debates in
religious studies, he examines the rituals, mythologies, arts, ethics and social and
cultural contexts of religion as lived in the past and present on the subcontinent. Key
topics discussed include: Hinduism, its origins and development over time minority
religions, such as Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Sikhism, Zoroastrianism, Jainism and
Buddhism the influences of colonialism on Indian religion the spread of Indian religions
in the rest of the world the practice of religion in everyday life, including case studies of
pilgrimages, festivals, temples and rituals, and the role of women Written by an
experienced teacher, this student-friendly textbook is full of clear, lively discussion and
vivid examples. Complete with maps and illustrations, and useful pedagogical features,
including timelines, a comprehensive glossary, and recommended further reading
specific to each chapter, this is an invaluable resource for students beginning their
studies of Indian religions.
How can religious freedom be granted to people who do not have a religion? While
Indian indentured workers in colonial Trinidad practiced cherished rituals, "Hinduism"
was not a widespread category in India at the time. On this Caribbean island, people of
South Asian descent and African descent came together—under the watchful eyes of the
British rulers—to walk on hot coals for fierce goddesses, summon spirits of the dead, or
honor Muslim martyrs, practices that challenged colonial norms for religion and race.
Drawing deeply on colonial archives, Alexander Rocklin examines the role of the
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category of religion in the regulation of the lives of Indian laborers struggling for
autonomy. Gradually, Indians learned to narrate the origins, similarities, and differences
among their fellows' cosmological views, and to define Hindus, Muslims, and Christians
as distinct groups. Their goal in doing this work of subaltern comparative religion, as
Rocklin puts it, was to avoid criminalization and to have their rituals authorized as
legitimate religion—they wanted nothing less than to gain access to the British promise
of religious freedom. With the indenture system's end, the culmination of this politics of
recognition was the gradual transformation of Hindus' rituals and the reorganization of
their lives—they fabricated a "world religion" called Hinduism.
An overview of the East India Company's policy towards religion throughout its period
of rule in India.
Religion tends to flourish when technological developments create new possibilities for
communication and representation, and simultaneously change as a consequence of
these developments. This book explores intersections between religion and technology
in India, at the present and in the colonial past, and how various forms of technoreligious intersections transform and open up for new religious practices, discourses,
communities, and institutions. With focus on Indian contexts and religions, it discusses
various empirical and theoretical aspects of how technological innovations create, alter,
and negotiate religious spaces, practices and authorities. The book provides rich and
multifaceted empirical examples of different ways in which technological practices
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relate to meanings, ideas, and practices of religions. The techno-religious intersections
generate several questions about authority and power, the politics and poetics of
identity, community and place, and how religious agency, information, and experience
are mediated, commodified, and adjusted to new demands of societies. The chapters
explore the Hindu, Jain, and Sikh traditions in relation to new technological
developments and media, such as photography, new means of visualization, TV serials,
mobile phones, and online communication. The book will be of interest to academics
studying modern and contemporary India and South Asia, and especially the role of
religion and technology.
Religion and Psychoanalysis in India questions the assumptions of an established
scientific, evidence-based global mental health paradigm by examining the practices of
faith-based healing. It proposes that human beings demonstrate a dual loyalty: to
science as faith and faith as science, both of which get reconfigured in the process. In
this particular context, science and faith are deployed in ways that are not only different
but at times contrary to mainstream discourses of science and religion, and faith
healing becomes a point where these two discourses collide head-on in negotiating
cultural values and practices. The book addresses key questions, such as: What is the
value of 'faith healing' in understanding distress and treatment in different cultural
contexts? What is a critical psychological perspective on faith and religious systems?
What challenges do alternative religious practices pose to critical psychology? How
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should we re-imagine clinical work in a context marked by science and religion?
Situated between 'West' and 'East', between the global mental health movement and
local faith-based practices in India, the book addresses a wide audience that includes
students and researchers in psychology, cultural and medical anthropology, the
sociology of religion, cultural theory, postcolonial theory, and the sociology of science. It
will also appeal to policy-makers and practitioners interested in the work of NGOs and
the legal frameworks driving mental health movements in India.
An introduction to South Asian religions for non-specialist readers and undergraduate
students.
How do we make sense of the Muslims of India? Do they form a political community?
Does the imagined conflict between Islam and modernity affect the Muslims' political
behaviour in this country? Are Muslim religious institutions-mosques and madrasasdirectly involved in politics? Do they instruct the community to vote strategically in all
elections? What are 'Muslim issues'? Is it only about triple talaq? Are Muslims truly
nationalists? Or do they continue to remain just an 'other' in India? While these
questions intrigue us, we seldom debate to find pragmatic answers to these queries.
Examining the everydayness of Muslims in contemporary India, Hilal Ahmed offers an
evocative story of politics and Islam in India, which goes beyond the given narratives of
Muslim victimhood and Islamic separation.
He religion of the Aryans of India was essentially a worship of spirits sometimes spirits
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of real persons, sometimes imaginary spirits and that, although in early days it
provisionally found room for personifications of natural forces, it could not digest them
into Great Gods, and therefore they have either disappeared or, if surviving, remain as
mere Struldbrugs. Thus, being heretic in relation to both the Solar Theory and the
Vegetation Theory, as everyone must be who takes the trouble to study Hindu nature
without prejudice. Lionel David Barnett CB FBA (21 October 1871 – 28 January 1960)
was an English orientalist. The son of a Liverpool banker, Barnett was educated at
Liverpool High School, Liverpool Institute, University College, Liverpool and Trinity
College, Cambridge, where he took a first class degree in classics and was three times
a winner of a Browne medal.
Devotional Sovereignty: Kingship and Religion in India investigates the shifting
conceptualization of sovereignty in the South Indian kingdom of Mysore during the
reigns of Tipu Sultan (r. 1782-1799) and Krishnaraja Wodeyar III (r. 1799-1868). Tipu
Sultan was a Muslim king famous for resisting British dominance until his death;
Krishnaraja III was a Hindu king who succumbed to British political and administrative
control. Despite their differences, the courts of both kings dealt with the changing
political landscape by turning to the religious and mythical past to construct a royal
identity for their kings. Caleb Simmons explores the ways in which these two kings and
their courts modified and adapted pre-modern Indian notions of sovereignty and
kingship in reaction to British intervention. The religious past provided an idiom through
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which the Mysore courts could articulate their rulers' claims to kingship in the region,
attributing their rule to divine election and employing religious vocabulary in a variety of
courtly genres and media. Through critical inquiry into the transitional early colonial
period, this study sheds new light on pre-modern and modern India, with implications
for our understanding of contemporary politics. It offers a revisionist history of the
accepted narrative in which Tipu Sultan is viewed as a radical Muslim reformer and
Krishnaraja III as a powerless British puppet. Simmons paints a picture of both rulers in
which they work within and from the same understanding of kingship, utilizing devotion
to Hindu gods, goddesses, and gurus to perform the duties of the king.
ABOUT THE BOOK: The True History and the Religion of India, A concise
Encyclopedia of Authentic Hinduism is one of the most comprehensive books on
human civilization. It is an authoritative view of the history of world thought. The book
provides the
This volume examines how religion is intrinsically related to politics in India. Based on
studies from states across the length and breadth of India, it looks at political formations
that inform political discourse on the national level and maps the trajectory of religion in
politics. The chapters in this volume: discuss contemporary trends in Indian politics,
including Hindutva, citizenship bills and mob violence; draw on fieldwork conducted
across states and regions in India on critical themes, including the role of religion in
electoral process, political campaigns and voting behaviour, political and ideological
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mobilization, and state politics vis-à-vis religion, among minorities; focus on the
emerging politics of the 21st century. The book will be a key reference text for scholars
and researchers of politics, religion, sociology, media and culture studies, and South
Asian studies.

Critically assesses recent debates about the colonial construction of Hinduism.
Written by experts in their field, the chapters present historical and empirical
arguments as well as theoretical reflections on the topic, offering new insights
into the nature of the construction of religion in India.
India is a highly diverse country, home to a wide array of languages, religions,
and cultural traditions. Analyzing the dynamic religious traditions of this
democratic nation sheds light on the complex evolution from India’s past to
today’s modern culture. Written by leading experts in the field, Religions of India
provides students with an introduction to India’s vibrant religious faiths. To
understand its heritage and core values, the beginning chapters introduce the
indigenous Dharmic traditions of Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, and Sikhism,
while the later chapters examine the outside influences of Zoroastrianism,
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. These chapters are designed for cross-religious
comparison, with the history, practices, values, and worldviews of each belief
system explained. The final chapter helps students relate what they have learnt
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to religious theory, preparing the way for future study. This thoroughly revised
second edition combines solid scholarship with clear and lively writing to provide
students with an accessible and comprehensive introduction to religion in India.
This is the ideal textbook for students approaching religion in Asia, South Asia, or
India for the first time. Features to aid study include: discussion questions at the
end of each chapter, images, a glossary, suggestions for further reading, and an
Companion Website with additional links for students to further their study.
Max Weber`S Cearly Twentieth-Century Study Of The Religious And Civilization
Of India Is A Great Pioneering Adventure In The Sociology Of Ancient India.
This book provides an in-depth ethnographic study of science and religion in the
context of South Asia, giving voice to Indian scientists and shedding valuable
light on their engagement with religion. Drawing on biographical,
autobiographical, historical and ethnographic material, the volume focuses on
scientists' religious life and practices, and the variety of ways in which they
express it. Renny Thomas challenges the idea that science and religion in India
are naturally connected and argues that the discussion has to go beyond binary
models of 'conflict' and 'complementarity'. By complicating the understanding of
science and religion in India, the book engages with new ways of looking at these
categories.
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Orientalism and Religion offers us a timely discussion of the implications of
contemporary post-colonial theory for the study of religion. Richard King
examines the way in which notions such as mysticism, religion, Hinduism and
Buddhism are taken for granted. He shows us how religion needs to be
reinterpreted along the lines of cultural studies. Drawing on a variety of poststructuralist and post-colonial thinkers, such as Foucault, Gadamer, Said, and
Spivak, King provides us with a challenging series of reflections on the nature of
Religious Studies and Indology.
Loriliai Biernacki and Philip Clayton offer a collection of groundbreaking new
essays on panentheism. Not to be confused with pantheism—the ancient Greek
notion that God is everywhere—panentheism suggests that God exists both in the
world and beyond the confines of mere matter.
This Book Is An Important Contribution To The Sociology Of Religion. It Attempts
To Capture The Great Diversity Of Religious Phenomena In India And Brings
Together The Theoretical Perspectives Of A Wide Variety Of Scholars.
Religious nationalists and women’s activists have transformed India over the
past century. They debated the idea of India under colonial rule, shaped the
constitutional structure of Indian democracy, and questioned the legitimacy of the
postcolonial consensus, as they politicized one dimension of identity. Using a
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historical comparative approach, the book argues that external events, activist
agency in strategizing, and the political economy of transnational networks
explain the relative success and failure of Hindu nationalism and the Indian
women’s movement rather than the ideological claims each movement makes.
By focusing on how particular activist strategies lead to increased levels of public
support, it shows how it is these strategies rather than the ideologies of Hindutva
and feminism that mobilize people. Both of these social movements have had
decades of great power and influence, and decades of relative irrelevance, and
both challenge postcolonial India’s secular settlement – its division of public and
private. The book goes on to highlight new insights into the inner dynamics of
each movement by showing how the same strategies - grassroots education,
electoral mobilization, media management, donor cultivation - lead to similarly
positive results. Bringing together the study of Hindu nationalism and the Indian
women’s movement, the book will be of interest to students and scholars of
South Asian Religion, Gender Studies, and South Asian Politics.
Philosophical arguments for and against the existence of God have been crucial
to Euro-American and South Asian philosophers for over a millennium. Critical to
the history of philosophy in India, were the centuries-long arguments between
Buddhist and Hindu philosophers about the existence of a God-like being called
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Isvara and the religious epistemology used to support them. By focusing on the
work of Ratnakirti, one of the last great Buddhist philosophers of India, and his
arguments against his Hindu opponents, Parimal G. Patil illuminates South Asian
intellectual practices and the nature of philosophy during the final phase of
Buddhism in India. Based at the famous university of Vikramasila, Ratnakirti
brought the full range of Buddhist philosophical resources to bear on his critique
of his Hindu opponents' cosmological/design argument. At stake in his critique
was nothing less than the nature of inferential reasoning, the metaphysics of
epistemology, and the relevance of philosophy to the practice of religion. In
developing a proper comparative approach to the philosophy of religion, Patil
transcends the disciplinary boundaries of religious studies, philosophy, and South
Asian studies and applies the remarkable work of philosophers like Ratnakirti to
contemporary issues in philosophy and religion.
Religion is not a popular target for economic analysis. Yet the economist’s tools
offer insights into how religious groups compete, deliver social services, and
reach out to converts—how religions nurture and deploy market power. Sriya Iyer
puts these tools to use in an expansive study of India, one of the world’s most
religiously diverse nations.
Religion has been, and is, an important element in Indian society and history. It
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is, however, rare for the subject to be discussed with the necessary degree of
detachment. This volume was, therefore, planned with the object of providing a
collection of studies that would deal with the role of religion in Indian history on
the basis of a rigorous application of academic criteria. The results may surprise
those who are more familiar with chauvinistic or apologetic interpretations. The
editor's introduction and the fifteen chapters range over an extensive period, from
prehistory to the present day, and take up specific problems of crucial
significance in exploring the inter- relationship between religion and social
change. This volume draws on new research and is meant for academics as well
as general readers, who may find here much that is of relevance to their social
and intellectual concerns.
Who Invented Hinduism? presents ten masterly essays on the history of religious
movements and ideologies in India by the eminent scholar of religious studies,
David N. Lorenzen. Stretching from a discussion on the role of religion, skin
colour and language in distinguishing between the Aryas and the Dasas, to a
study of the ways in which contact between Hindus, on the one hand, and
Muslims and Christians, on the other, changed the nature of the Hindu religion,
the volume asks two principal questions: how did the religion of the Hindus affect
the course of Indian history and what sort of an impact did the events of Indian
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history have on the Hindu religion. The essays cast a critical eye on scholarly
Arguments which are based as much on current fashion or on conventional
wisdom as on evidence available in historical documents. Taking issue with
renowned scholars such as Louis Dumont, Romila Thapar, Thomas Trautmann
and Dipesh Chakrabarty on some central conceptions of the religious history of
India, Lorenzen establishes alternative positions on the same through a thorough
and compelling look at a vast array of literary sources. Touching upon some
controversial arguments, this well-timed and insightful volume draws attention to
the unavoidably influential role of religion in the history of India, and in doing so, it
creates a wider space for further discussion focusing on this central issue.
Religion in IndiaA Historical IntroductionRoutledge
Peter Gottschalk offers a compelling study of how, through the British
implementation of scientific taxonomy in the subcontinent, Britons and Indians
identified an inherent divide between mutually antagonistic religious communities.
England's ascent to power coincided with the rise of empirical science as an
authoritative way of knowing not only the natural world, but the human one as
well. The British scientific passion for classification, combined with the Christian
impulse to differentiate people according to religion, led to a designation of
Indians as either Hindu or Muslim according to rigidly defined criteria that
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paralleled classification in botanical and zoological taxonomies. Through an
historical and ethnographic study of the north Indian village of Chainpur,
Gottschalk shows that the Britons' presumed categories did not necessarily
reflect the Indians' concepts of their own identities, though many Indians came to
embrace this scientism and gradually accepted the categories the British
instituted through projects like the Census of India, the Archaeological Survey of
India, and the India Museum. Today's propogators of Hindu-Muslim violence
often cite scientistic formulations of difference that descend directly from the
categories introduced by imperial Britain. Religion, Science, and Empire will be a
valuable resource to anyone interested in the colonial and postcolonial history of
religion in India.
This book explores how religion manifests itself in television and popular media.
It focuses on how religious tradition, practices and discourses have been
incorporated into non-religious television programmes and how they bring both
the community and the media into the fold of religion. The volume traces the
cultural and institutional history of television in the state of Sikkim, India to
investigate how it became part of cultural life of communities. The author has
analysed three televised shows which captured the imagination of communities
and became a ceremonial and religious practice. Through these case studies, he
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highlights how rituals and myths function in mass media, how traditional
institutions and religious practices redefine themselves through their association
with the visual mass medium, and how identities based on religion, cultural
tradition and politics are reinforced, transformed and amplified through television.
The book further analyses the engagement of televised religion with audiences,
its reach, relevance and contents and its relationship with urbanity, tradition, and
identity. This volume will be of interest to students and researchers of media
studies, culture studies, religious studies, media and communications, sociology,
cultural anthropology, and history.
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