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The Reconstruction Era and The Fragility of Democracy uses our pedagogical approach to help students examine how a
society rebuilds after extraordinary division and trauma, when the ideals of democracy are most vulnerable. The unit
presents educators with materials they need to engage students in a deep study of the pivotal era of American history
that followed the Civil War. It provides history teachers with dozens of primary and secondary source documents, close
reading exercises, lesson plans, and activity suggestions that will push students both to build a complex understanding of
the dilemmas and conflicts Americans faced during Reconstruction and to identify the legacies of this history that
extended through the 20th century to the present day. These materials will help students examine closely themes such
as historical memory, justice, and civic participation in a democracy. The unit includes a variety of interdisciplinary
teaching strategies that reinforce historical and literacy skills."
"I too am not a bit tamed—I too am untranslatable / I sound my barbaric yawp over the roofs of the world."—Walt Whitman,
"Song of Myself," Leaves of Grass The American Yawp is a free, online, collaboratively built American history textbook.
Over 300 historians joined together to create the book they wanted for their own students—an accessible, synthetic
narrative that reflects the best of recent historical scholarship and provides a jumping-off point for discussions in the U.S.
history classroom and beyond. Long before Whitman and long after, Americans have sung something collectively amid
the deafening roar of their many individual voices. The Yawp highlights the dynamism and conflict inherent in the history
of the United States, while also looking for the common threads that help us make sense of the past. Without losing sight
of politics and power, The American Yawp incorporates transnational perspectives, integrates diverse voices, recovers
narratives of resistance, and explores the complex process of cultural creation. It looks for America in crowded slave
cabins, bustling markets, congested tenements, and marbled halls. It navigates between maternity wards, prisons,
streets, bars, and boardrooms. The fully peer-reviewed edition of The American Yawp will be available in two print
volumes designed for the U.S. history survey. Volume I begins with the indigenous people who called the Americas home
before chronicling the collision of Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans.The American Yawp traces the
development of colonial society in the context of the larger Atlantic World and investigates the origins and ruptures of
slavery, the American Revolution, and the new nation's development and rebirth through the Civil War and
Reconstruction. Rather than asserting a fixed narrative of American progress, The American Yawp gives students a
starting point for asking their own questions about how the past informs the problems and opportunities that we confront
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today.
The era of Reconstruction followed the long, bloody Civil War, and became one of the most important in the nation's
history. It set guidelines for race relations and the federal government's involvement in them. From black codes to voting
rights for black men, Reconstruction was an active, but contentious period. Documents such as amendments to the
Constitution and speeches from the nation's leaders are examined along with text that provides the necessary context to
fully understand the volatile issues debated. This fully illustrated volume highlights the people and their works with a clear
and authoritative voice.
Offers more than 260 alphabetically arranged articles on the period of Reconstruction in American history, covering
persons, concepts, institutions, laws, elections, organizations, and each Southern state.
Learn why the Reconstruction was such a significant chapter in the history of civil rights in the United States, and the
great effort it took to transform the south and free the slaves. This title offers primary sources, Fast facts and sidebars,
prompts and activities, and more. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Core Library is
an imprint of Abdo Publishing Company.
Explore the important role Radical Republicans played during Reconstruction in an easily digestable style with Radical
Reconstruction.
Presents a variety of primary source documents, including newspaper articles, speeches, diary entries, letters, and acts
of legislation, to describe events of the era.
Collects one hundred documents that were important in the development of the United States from its founding to 1965, including the
Declaration of Independence, Constitution, and lesser-known writings.
This text traces the history of the civil rights movement in the years following World War II, to the present day. Issues discussed the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights of 1965, and the Northern Ireland ghetto's.
Most Americans hold basic misconceptions about the Confederacy, the Civil War, and the actions of subsequent neo-Confederates. For
example, two thirds of Americans—including most history teachers—think the Confederate States seceded for “states’ rights.” This error
persists because most have never read the key documents about the Confederacy. These documents have always been there. When South
Carolina seceded, it published “Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the
Federal Union.” The document actually opposes states’ rights. Its authors argue that Northern states were ignoring the rights of slave
owners as identified by Congress and in the Constitution. Similarly, Mississippi’s “Declaration of the Immediate Causes …” says, “Our
position is thoroughly identified with the institution of slavery—the greatest material interest of the world.” Later documents in this collection
show how neo-Confederates obfuscated this truth, starting around 1890. The evidence also points to the centrality of race in neo-Confederate
thought even today and to the continuing importance of neo-Confederate ideas in American political life. The 150th anniversary of secession
and civil war provides a moment for all Americans to read these documents, properly set in context by award-winning sociologist and
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historian James W. Loewen and co-editor, Edward H. Sebesta, to put in perspective the mythology of the Old South.
This set covers 125 iconic primary documents from the 1600s to the present. Each entry offers the full text of the document as well as an indepth, analytical essay that places the document in its historical context. Among the sources included in the set are important legislative
documents such as the Reconstruction era amendments; critical Supreme Court decisions; and iconic speeches and writings by leaders such
as Sojourner Truth, Booker T. Washington, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Barack Obama.
Emilie Davis was a free African American woman who lived in Philadelphia during the Civil War. She worked as a seamstress, attended the
Institute for Colored Youth, and was an active member of her community. She lived an average life in her day, but what sets her apart is that
she kept a diary. Her daily entries from 1863 to 1865 touch on the momentous and the mundane: she discusses her own and her
community’s reactions to events of the war, such as the Battle of Gettysburg, the Emancipation Proclamation, and the assassination of
President Lincoln, as well as the minutiae of social life in Philadelphia’s black community. Her diaries allow the reader to experience the Civil
War in “real time” and are a counterpoint to more widely known diaries of the period. Judith Giesberg has written an accessible introduction,
situating Davis and her diaries within the historical, cultural, and political context of wartime Philadelphia. In addition to furnishing a new
window through which to view the war’s major events, Davis’s diaries give us a rare look at how the war was experienced as a part of
everyday life—how its dramatic turns and lulls and its pervasive, agonizing uncertainty affected a northern city with a vibrant black community.
Defining Documents in American History: The Reconstruction Era offers in-depth critical analysis of 20 primary source documents. Articles
begin by introducing readers to the documents historical context, followed by a description of the authors life and
As the sole purveyors of news and opinion, Reconstruction-era newspapers bent and spindled American public opinion with little regard for
independent journalism and great regard for party politics. The issues facing the nation were momentous, and opinions on how to deal with
the problems were vigorously presented and defended. Using editorials, letters, essays, and news reports that appeared throughout the
country's print media, this book reveals how editors, politicians, and other Americans used the press to influence opinion from 1865 to 1877.

There is an extraordinary range of material in this anthology, from Lincoln’s Gettysburg address to a contemporary
account of a visit from the Ku Klux Klan. The primary sources reproduced are both visual and written, and the secondary
materials present a remarkable breadth and quality of relevant scholarship. Contains an extensive selection of writings
and illustrations on the American Civil War Reflects society and culture as well as the politics and key battles of the Civil
War Reproduces and links primary and secondary sources to encourage exploration of the material Includes editorial
introductions and study questions to aid understanding
Ratified in the years immediately following the American Civil War, the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth
Amendments to the U.S. Constitution—together known as the Reconstruction Amendments—abolished slavery,
safeguarded a set of basic national liberties, and expanded the right to vote, respectively. This two-volume work presents
the key speeches, debates, and public dialogues that surrounded the adoption of the three amendments, allowing us to
more fully experience how they reshaped the nature of American life and freedom. Volume I outlines a broad historical
context for the Reconstruction Amendments and contains
materials related to the Thirteenth Amendment, which
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abolished slavery, while Volume 2 covers the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments on the rights of citizenship and
enfranchisement. The documents in this collection encompass a sweeping range of primary sources, from congressional
debates to court cases, public speeches to newspaper articles. As a whole, the volumes meticulously depict a significant
period of legal change even as they illuminate the ways in which people across the land grappled with the process of
constitutional reconstruction. Filling a major gap in the literature on the era, The Reconstruction Amendments will be
indispensable for readers in politics, history, and law, as well as anyone seeking a better understanding of the post–Civil
War basis of American constitutional democracy.
Composed by the leading historians in the field, this single-volume encyclopedia on Reconstruction delivers the most
concise, focused, and readable reference work available to educators and students. • Provides a concise, easy-to-read
resource ideal for high school history students and general readers covering the key actors and events of the
Reconstruction Era • Includes an introductory essay that gives readers a clear framework for understanding the events,
important individuals, laws, and issues of the Reconstruction from 1863 through 1877 • Enables readers to understand
how the events of Reconstruction set the stage for greater advances by African Americans educationally, politically, and
socially decades later • Supplies entries written by the premier historians and researchers active today that reflect the
latest in scholarship on the subject matter
This book has been considered by academicians and scholars of great significance and value to literature. This forms a
part of the knowledge base for future generations. We have represented this book in the same form as it was first
published. Hence any marks seen are left intentionally to preserve its true nature.
"A Best Book of the Year" —Library Journal and Booklist Using excerpts from the thousands of interviews conducted with
ex-slaves in the 1930s by researchers working with the Federal Writer's Project, this astonishing collection makes
available in print the only known recordings of people who actually experienced slavery--recordings that had gathered
dust in the Library of Congress until they were rendered audible for the first time specifically for this collection. Heralded
as "a minor miracle" (Ted Koppel, Nightline), "powerful and intense" (Atlanta Journal Constitution), and "invaluable"
(Chicago Tribune), Remembering Slavery is sure to enrich readers for years to come. "Gripping and poignant... Moving
recollections fill a void in the slavery literature." —The Washington Post Book World "Chilling [and] riveting... This project
will enrich every American home and classroom." —Publisher's Weekly "Quite literally, history comes alive in this
unparalleled work." —Library Journal "Ira Berlin's fifty-page introduction is as good a synthesis of current scholarship as
one will find, filled with fresh insights for any reader." —The San Diego Union Tribune
John Adams (October 30 1735 - July 4, 1826) was the second president of the United States (1797-1801), having earlier
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served as the first vice president of the United States (1789-1797). An American Founding Father, Adams was a
statesman, diplomat, and a leading advocate of American independence from Great Britain. Well educated, he was an
Enlightenment political theorist who promoted republicanism, as well as a strong central government, and wrote
prolifically about his often seminal ideas-both in published works and in letters to his wife and key adviser Abigail Adams.
Adams was a lifelong opponent of slavery, having never bought a slave. In 1770 he provided a principled, controversial,
and successful legal defense to the British soldiers accused in the Boston Massacre, because he believed in the right to
counsel and the "protect[ion] of innocence." Adams came to prominence in the early stages of the American Revolution.
A lawyer and public figure in Boston, as a delegate from Massachusetts to the Continental Congress, he played a leading
role in persuading Congress to declare independence. He assisted Thomas Jefferson in drafting the Declaration of
Independence in 1776, and was its primary advocate in the Congress. Later, as a diplomat in Europe, he helped
negotiate the eventual peace treaty with Great Britain, and was responsible for obtaining vital governmental loans from
Amsterdam bankers. A political theorist and historian, Adams largely wrote the Massachusetts Constitution in 1780,
which together with his earlier Thoughts on Government, influenced American political thought. One of his greatest roles
was as a judge of character: in 1775, he nominated George Washington to be commander-in-chief, and 25 years later
nominated John Marshall to be Chief Justice of the United States. Adams' revolutionary credentials secured him two
terms as George Washington's vice president and his own election in 1796 as the second president. During his one term
as president, he encountered ferocious attacks by the Jeffersonian Republicans, as well as the dominant faction in his
own Federalist Party led by his bitter enemy Alexander Hamilton. Adams signed the controversial Alien and Sedition
Acts, and built up the army and navy especially in the face of an undeclared naval war (called the "Quasi-War") with
France, 1798-1800. The major accomplishment of his presidency was his peaceful resolution of the conflict in the face of
Hamilton's opposition. In 1800, Adams was defeated for re-election by Thomas Jefferson and retired to Massachusetts.
He later resumed his friendship with Jefferson. He and his wife founded an accomplished family line of politicians,
diplomats, and historians now referred to as the Adams political family. Adams was the father of John Quincy Adams, the
sixth President of the United States. His achievements have received greater recognition in modern times, though his
contributions were not initially as celebrated as those of other Founders. Adams was the first U.S. president to reside in
the executive mansion that eventually became known as the White House.
The American Nation makes available, in one volume, many of the most crucial documents necessary for understanding
the variety of policies and viewpoints driving American public life during an important, substantive part of American
history. The primary sources in The American Nation are relevant to the Civil War, Reconstruction, the rise of a national
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capitalist system and culture, the waves of reform-minded thought and policy that moved the nation toward formation of
the national administrative and welfare states, and America?s emergence as a major power on the world stage. This
period was a watershed in the history of the nation -- the time of establishing and consolidating national power and laying
the foundations of a national government committed to promoting the material well-being of Americans. It was an era that
witnessed the development of the nation-state and the establishment of the New Deal regime, which set the stage for the
radical social movements of the 1960s and beyond.
This title covers iconic primary documents from the 1600s to the present. Each entry offers the full text of the document
as well as an in-depth, analytical essay that places the document in its historical context. Among the sources included
are important legislative documents such as the Reconstruction era amendments; critical Supreme Court decisions; and
iconic speeches and writings by leaders such as Sojourner Truth, Booker T. Washington, Martin Luther King, Jr., and
Barack Obama.
"Presents the history of the era of Reconstruction, 1865-1877, through a variety of primary source documents, such as
diary entries, newspaper accounts, political speeches, laws, popular songs, and personal letters"--Provided by publisher.
Excerpt from The Struggle Between the Civilization of Slavery and That of Freedom, Recently and Now Going on in
Louisiana: An Address Delivered by Edward C. Billings, Esq., Of New Orleans, at Hatfield, Mass;, Oct; 20, 1873 The
foundation for these statutes is laid broad and deep in the isth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. About
the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-theart technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our
edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are
intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
Anna Dickinson’s career as an orator began in her teenage years, when she gave her first impassioned speech on
women’s rights. By the age of twenty-one, she was spending at least six months per year on the road, delivering lectures
on abolitionism, politics, and public affairs, and establishing herself as one of the nation’s first celebrities. In March 1875,
Dickinson departed from Washington, D.C., for an extended tour of the South, curious to see how far the region had
progressed in the decade after Appomattox. In A Tour of Reconstruction, editor J. Matthew Gallman compiles
Dickinson’s commentary and observations to provide an honest depiction of the postwar South from the perspective of
an outspoken radical abolitionist. She documents the continuing effects of the Civil War on the places she visited, and
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true to her inquisitive spirit, questions the societal developments she witnessed, seeking out black and white southerners
to discuss issues of the day. Like many northern observers, she focuses on documenting race relations and the state of
the southern economy, but she also details the public’s reactions to her appearances, providing some of her most telling
commentary. A Tour of Reconstruction, punctuated with a wealth of historical observations and entertaining anecdotes, is
the story of one woman’s experiences in the postbellum South.
In this volume, authors and primary documents relate important events of the Civil War era and describe the relevance of
these events to U. S. history. Chapters include: Tension Mounts Between the North and the South; The Civil War; The
Reconstruction Era; The United States and the Native Americans Battle over Land Rights; The Gilded Age.
The Civil War not only brought freedom to slaves, but it also brought military duty for many American blacks at the front
lines of the warring armies. The drama of the military involvement of black soldiers comes to life in this volume. The
extraordinary and virtually unknown documents in this book - written by slaves and masters, blacks and whites, soldiers
and citizens - make vivid the monumental struggles of the 1860s. Drawn from the extensive records of the National
Archives. this unprecedented written record came about through the intense involvement of Union and Confederate
military officers and policy makers in the process of emancipation. The documents, together with the interpretive essays,
offer a panoramic view of a central event in American history, as well as a unique look at revolutionary change in the dayto-day lives of men and women who experienced it.
Exploring fundamental primary sources from African American history, this new edition provides in-depth, analytical
essays on 150 iconic documents and speeches from the 1600s to the present day. Coverage includes important
legislative documents such as the Reconstruction era amendments; critical Supreme Court decisions such as Dred Scott
v. Sandford, Plessy v. Ferguson, and Brown v. Board of Education; and historic speeches and writings by leaders such
as Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass, Booker T. Washington, W.E.B. Du Bois, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Barack
Obama. This new edition adds.
By providing detailed analyses of Civil War primary sources, this book will help readers to understand the history of the bloodiest of all
American conflicts. • Provides in-depth documentary coverage of all key aspects of the American Civil War, providing students with a
foundation for understanding its continued significance to the United States • Features primary sources from the most significant battles and
leaders of the conflict • Demonstrates the impact of the war upon civilians on both the home front and the battlefields where civilians were
confronted by invasion and siege • Examines the impact of the war upon society as a whole, especially through the Emancipation
Proclamation
An ample, wide-ranging collection of primary sources, The Civil War and Reconstruction: A Documentary Collection, opens a window onto
the political, social, cultural, economic, and military history from 1830 to 1877.
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The Reconstruction EraPrimary Documents on Events from 1865 to 1877Greenwood Publishing Group
One of the most misunderstood periods in American history, Reconstruction remains relevant today because its central issue -- the role of the
federal government in protecting citizens' rights and promoting economic and racial justice in a heterogeneous society -- is still unresolved.
America's Reconstruction examines the origins of this crucial time, explores how black and white Southerners responded to the abolition of
slavery, traces the political disputes between Congress and President Andrew Johnson, and analyzes the policies of the Reconstruction
governments and the reasons for their demise. America's Reconstruction was published in conjunction with a major exhibition on the era
produced by the Valentine Museum in Richmond, Virginia, and the Virginia Historical Society. The exhibit included a remarkable collection of
engravings from Harper's Weekly, lithographs, and political cartoons, as well as objects such as sculptures, rifles, flags, quilts, and other
artifacts. An important tool for deepening the experience of those who visited the exhibit, America's Reconstruction also makes this rich
assemblage of information and period art available to the wider audience of people unable to see the exhibit in its host cities. A work that
stands along as well as in proud accompaniment to the temporary collection, it will appeal to general readers and assist instructors of both
new and seasoned students of the Civil War and its tumultuous aftermath.
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