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The Rational Peasant The Political Economy Of
Rural Society In Vietnam
First published in 2000, Dipesh Chakrabarty's influential Provincializing Europe
addresses the mythical figure of Europe that is often taken to be the original site
of modernity in many histories of capitalist transition in non-Western countries.
This imaginary Europe, Dipesh Chakrabarty argues, is built into the social
sciences. The very idea of historicizing carries with it some peculiarly European
assumptions about disenchanted space, secular time, and sovereignty.
Measured against such mythical standards, capitalist transition in the third world
has often seemed either incomplete or lacking. Provincializing Europe proposes
that every case of transition to capitalism is a case of translation as well--a
translation of existing worlds and their thought--categories into the categories and
self-understandings of capitalist modernity. Now featuring a new preface in which
Chakrabarty responds to his critics, this book globalizes European thought by
exploring how it may be renewed both for and from the margins.
Tackles one of the most enduring and contentious issues of positive political
economy: common pool resource management.
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This collection of original essays provides a rare in-depth look at peasant life in
nineteenth- and early twentieth-century European Russia. It is the first Englishlanguage text to deal extensively with peasant women and patriarchy; the role of
magic, healing, and medicine in village life; communal economic innovation; rural
poverty and labor migration from the village perspective; the agricultural hiring
market as workers' turf; and the regional components of the late nineteenthcentury agrarian crisis. Originally published in 1991. The Princeton Legacy
Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton
University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important
books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The
goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich
scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton
University Press since its founding in 1905.
"Peasant Wars of the Twentieth Century provides a good short course in the
major popular revolutions of our century--in Russia, Mexico, China, Algeria,
Cuba, and Viet Nam--not from the perspective of governments or parties or
leaders, but from the perspective of the peasant peoples whose lives and ways of
living were destroyed by the depredations of the imperial powers, including
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American imperial power."-New York Times Book Review "Eric Wolf's study of
the six great peasant-based revolutions of the century demonstrates a mastery of
his field and the methods required to negotiate it that evokes respect and
admiration. In six crisp essays, and a brilliant conclusion, he extends our
understanding of the nature of peasant reactions to social change appreciably by
his skill in isolating and analyzing those factors, which, by a magnification of the
anthropologist's techniques, can be shown to be crucial in linking local
grievances and protest to larger movements of political
transformation."--American Political Science Review "An intellectual tour de
force."--Comparative Politics
A work of exceptional ambition by the founder of modern economic sociology,
this first full account of Mark Granovetter’s ideas stresses that the economy is
not a sphere separate from other human activities but is deeply embedded in
social relations and subject to the same emotions, ideas, and constraints as
religion, science, politics, or law.
A different kind of politics for a new kind of society--beyond work, scarcity and
capitalism In the twenty-first century, new technologies should liberate us from
work. Automation, rather than undermining an economy built on full employment,
is instead the path to a world of liberty, luxury and happiness—for everyone.
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Technological advance will reduce the value of commodities—food, healthcare
and housing—towards zero. Improvements in renewable energies will make fossil
fuels a thing of the past. Asteroids will be mined for essential minerals. Genetic
editing and synthetic biology will prolong life, virtually eliminate disease and
provide meat without animals. New horizons beckon. In Fully Automated Luxury
Communism, Aaron Bastani conjures a vision of extraordinary hope, showing
how we move to energy abundance, feed a world of 9 billion, overcome work,
transcend the limits of biology, and establish meaningful freedom for everyone.
Rather than a final destination, such a society merely heralds the real beginning
of history.
Lisa Pope Fischer looks at ways the Communist era fit present-day society
revealing an aging population’s life experiences, the politics of everyday
practices, and social change in a modern global world.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
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public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with
text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation
process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.
Capitalism drives our global food system. Everyone who wants to end hunger, who
wants to eat good, clean, healthy food, needs to understand capitalism. This book will
help do that. In his latest book, Eric Holt-Giménez takes on the social, environmental,
and economic crises of the capitalist mode of food production. Drawing from classical
and modern analyses, A Foodie’s Guide to Capitalism introduces the reader to the
history of our food systemand to the basics of capitalism. In straightforward prose, HoltGiménez explains the political economics of why—even as local, organic, and gourmet
food have spread around the world—billions go hungry in the midst of abundance; why
obesity is a global epidemic; and why land-grabbing, global warming, and
environmental pollution are increasing. Holt-Giménez offers emblematic accounts—and
critiques—of past and present-day struggles to change the food system, from "voting
with your fork," to land occupations. We learn about the potential and the pitfalls of
organic and community-supported agriculture, certified fair trade, microfinance, land
trusts, agrarian reform, cooperatives, and food aid. We also learn about the
convergence of growing social movements using the food system to challenge
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capitalism. How did racism, classism, and patriarchy become structural components of
our food system? Why is a rational agriculture incompatible with the global food
regime? Can transforming our food system transform capitalism? These are questions
that can only be addressed by first understanding how capitalism works.
In the first collection of interviews with the most prominent scholars in comparative
politics since World War II, Gerardo L. Munck and Richard Snyder trace key
developments in the field during the twentieth century. Organized around a broad set of
themes -- intellectual formation and training; major works and ideas; the craft and tools
of research; colleagues, collaborators, and students; and the past and future of
comparative politics -- these in-depth interviews offer unique and candid reflections that
bring the research process to life and shed light on the human dimension of
scholarship. Giving voice to scholars who practice their craft in different ways yet share
a passion for knowledge about global politics, Passion, Craft, and Method in
Comparative Politics offers a wealth of insights into contemporary debates about the
state of knowledge in comparative politics and the future of the field. -- Margaret Keck,
Johns Hopkins University
The Reasoning Voter is an insider's look at campaigns, candidates, media, and voters
that convincingly argues that voters make informed logical choices. Samuel L. Popkin
analyzes three primary campaigns—Carter in 1976; Bush and Reagan in 1980; and
Hart, Mondale, and Jackson in 1984—to arrive at a new model of the way voters sort
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through commercials and sound bites to choose a candidate. Drawing on insights from
economics and cognitive psychology, he convincingly demonstrates that, as trivial as
campaigns often appear, they provide voters with a surprising amount of information on
a candidate's views and skills. For all their shortcomings, campaigns do matter.
"Professor Popkin has brought V.O. Key's contention that voters are rational into the
media age. This book is a useful rebuttal to the cynical view that politics is a wholly
contrived business, in which unscrupulous operatives manipulate the emotions of
distrustful but gullible citizens. The reality, he shows, is both more complex and more
hopeful than that."—David S. Broder, The Washington Post
Seminar paper from the year 2003 in the subject Politics - International Politics Region: South Asia, grade: 1,0, University of Heidelberg (Südasieninstitut Abteilung
Politische Wissenschaft), course: Rationalität und Politik in Südasien: Kultur, Kontext
und vergleichende Politikwissenschaft, 22 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: In this essay I will try on the one hand to critically examine the
reservations held against rational choice by many anthropologists, by offering a
constructivist analysis of the debate, on the other hand to help bridging the gap
between constructivism and rational choice theory, which is, in my eyes, unnecessarily
kept wide by scholars of both disciplines, what led to the emergence of flawed models
of rationality like ?bounded rationality? in the struggle of rational choice scholars to
defend their assumptions. By arguing that models of rational choice are a legitimate
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variety in the broader context of construed attempts to explain social phenomena, I will
show that it should be possible to hypothesize political action by rational choice models
without curtailing the meaning of rationality. As empirical variable I chose the political
behavior of the peasantry in Indian villages, as the peasant seems to be the
anthropologists? stereotype for culture?s dominance over actors? preferences. For that
reason I will mainly use Mitra?s article "Ballot-Box and Local Power: Elections in an
Indian Village" (Mitra 1999, fn. 12), to highlight the possible synergies of constructivism
and rational choice theory on the critical edges of their approaches. Nonetheless it will
be necessary to make a quick excursion into Kant?s moral philosophy to expose the
obscurity in our modern concept of rationality, which I consider responsible for the
current dispute about the legitimacy of rational choice theory.
Following independence, most countries in Africa sought to develop, but their
governments pursued policies that actually undermined their rural economies.
Examining the origins of Africa’s “growth tragedy,” Markets and States in Tropical
Africa has for decades shaped the thinking of practitioners and scholars alike. Robert
H. Bates’s analysis now faces a challenge, however: the revival of economic growth on
the continent. In this edition, Bates provides a new preface and chapter that address
the seeds of Africa’s recovery and discuss the significance of the continent’s success
for the arguments of this classic work.
Increasingly a spectator sport, electoral politics have become bitterly polarized by
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professional consultants and lobbyists and have been boiled down to the distributive
mantra of "who gets what." In Everyday Politics, Harry Boyte transcends partisan
politics to offer an alternative. He demonstrates how community-rooted activities
reconnect citizens to engaged, responsible public life, and not just on election day but
throughout the year. Boyte demonstrates that this type of activism has a rich history
and strong philosophical foundation. It rests on the stubborn faith that the talents and
insights of ordinary citizens—from nursery school to nursing home—are crucial elements
in public life. Drawing on concrete examples of successful public work projects
accomplished by diverse groups of people across the nation, Boyte demonstrates how
citizens can master essential political skills, such as understanding issues in public
terms, mapping complex issues of institutional power to create alliances, raising funds,
communicating, and negotiating across lines of difference. He describes how these
skills can be used to address the larger challenges of our time, thereby advancing a
renewed vision of democratic society and freedom in the twenty-first century.
The ineffectual Ambassador is just one of the handicaps facing the Americans as Southeast
Asia becomes increasingly involved with Communism
Dissects the aftermath of the war in Southeast Asia, the refugee problem, the
Vietnam/Cambodia conflict and the Pol Pot regime.
Paradigms and Sand Castles demonstrates the relationship between thoughtful research
design and the collection of persuasive evidence in support of theory. It teaches the craft of
research through interesting and carefully selected examples from the field of comparative
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development studies. Barbara Geddes is Professor of Political Science at the University of
California, Los Angeles.
A consistently surprising analysis of how and why the Republican Party imploded in the last
decade, setting the stage for the rise of Trump and extremist candidates more generally. In
Crackup, the eminent American politics scholar Samuel L. Popkin tells the story of how the
Republican Party fractured into uncompromising groups with irreconcilable demands. Changes
in campaign finance laws and the proliferation of mass media opened the way for newly
energized groups to split the party. The 2002 "McCain-Feingold" campaign finance reform bill
aimed to weaken the power of big corporations and strengthen political parties by ending
corporate donations to the parties. Instead, it weakened legislative leaders and made
bipartisanship toxic. Popkin argues that moving money outside the political parties fueled the
rise of single-issue advocacy groups and Super PACs funded by billionaires with pet issues.
This allowed self-promoting politicians to undermine colleagues with an unprecedented use of
tactics once only used to disrupt the other party. One such politician was Ted Cruz, who
effectively promoted himself at the expense of the party, mobilized other obstructionists in
Congress, and blocked compromises on immigration and healthcare. Into this abyss came
Donald J. Trump, who took advantage of the party's inability to do anything for Republican
voters struggling with economic decline. No other candidate, when forced to try to satisfy the
irreconcilable demands of major donors and party leaders, could offer a credible alternative to
his moon-promising bravado. A gripping structural explanation of why the GOP ended up with
Trump as their standard bearer, Crackup forces us to look at the deeper forces set in motion
two decades ago. It also reveals how self-fashioned rebels like Cruz are inevitable given the
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new rules of the game. Unless the system for financing elections changes, we will continue to
see opportunists emerge-in both parties-to block intra-party compromise.
In this pathbreaking study, Lynne Viola produces a monumental history of the vast peasant
rebellion against collectivization. Peasant Rebels Under Stalin retrieves a lost chapter from the
history of Stalin's Russia. This chapter is of immense significance because the peasant revolt
against collectivization was the most violent and sustained resistance to the Soviet state after
the Russian Civil War. This book presents the history of a peasantry on the brink of
destruction. It is a study in peasant culture, politics, and community seen through the prism of
resistance. Based on newly declassified Soviet archives, including secret police reports,
Peasant Rebels Under Stalin documents the manifestation in Stalin's Russia of universal
strategies of peasant resistance in what amounted to a virtual civil war between state and
peasantry.
This series brings together a carefully edited selection of the most influential and enduring
articles on central topics in social and political theory. Each volume contains ten to twelve
articles and an introductory essay by the editor.
The Rational PeasantThe Political Economy of Rural Society in VietnamUniv of California
Press
This dramatic story of land and power from twentieth-century Eastern Europe is set in two
extraordinary villages: a rebel village, where peasants fought the advent of Communism and
became its first martyrs, and a model village turned forcibly into a town, Dictator Ceau?escu’s
birthplace. The two villages capture among themselves nearly a century of dramatic
transformation and social engineering, ending up with their charged heritage in the present
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European Union. "One of Romania’s foremost social critics, Alina Mungiu-Pippidi offers a
valuable look at several decades of policy that marginalized that country’s rural population,
from the 1918 land reform to the post-1989 property restitution. Illustrating her arguments with
a close comparison of two contrasting villages, she describes the actions of a long series of
“predatory elites,” from feudal landowners through the Communist Party through postcommunist leaders, all of whom maintained the rural population’s dependency. A forceful
concluding chapter shows that its prospects for improvement are scarcely better within the EU.
Romania’s villagers have an eminent and spirited advocate in the author.”
[This provacative reinterpretation of Vietnamese history in particular and peasant society in
general will be of wide interest to political scientists, historians, anthropologists, sociologists,
development planners, and Asian scholars].
Key topics are efficiency, risk, time allocation, gender, agrarian contracts, farm size and
technological change as well as the environment, in a revised and expanded edition of this
popular textbook on the economics of farm households in developing countries,
There are two winners in every presidential election campaign: The inevitable winner when it
begins--such as Rudy Giuliani or Hillary Clinton in 2008--and the inevitable victor after it ends.
In The Candidate, Samuel Popkin explains the difference between them. While plenty of
political insiders have written about specific campaigns, only Popkin--drawing on a lifetime of
presidential campaign experience and extensive research--analyzes what it takes to win the
next campaign. The road to the White House is littered with geniuses of campaigns past. Why
doesn't practice make perfect? Why is experience such a poor teacher? Why are the same
mistakes replayed again and again? Based on detailed analyses of the winners--and losers--of
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the last 60 years of presidential campaigns, Popkin explains how challengers get to the White
House, how incumbents stay there for a second term, and how successors hold power for their
party. He looks in particular at three campaigns--George H.W. Bush's muddled campaign for
reelection in 1992, Al Gore's flawed campaign for the presidency in 2000, and Hillary Clinton's
mismanaged effort to win the nomination in 2008--and uncovers the lessons that Ronald
Reagan can teach future candidates about teamwork. Throughout, Popkin illuminates the
intricacies of presidential campaigns--the small details and the big picture, the surprising
mistakes and the predictable miscues--in a riveting account of what goes on inside a campaign
and what makes one succeed while another fails. As Popkin shows, a vision for the future and
the audacity to run are only the first steps in a candidate's run for office. To truly survive the
most grueling show on earth, presidential hopefuls have to understand the critical factors that
Popkin reveals in The Candidate. In the wake of the 2012 election, Popkin's analysis looks
remarkably prescient. Obama ran a strong incumbent-oriented campaign but made typical
incumbent mistakes, as evidenced by his weak performance in the first debate. The Romney
campaign correctly put power in the hands of a strong campaign manager, but it couldn't
overcome the weaknesses of the candidate.
In 1986 a unique symposium in the history of American politics took place. Eight former White
House Chiefs of Staff representing six different Presidents from Eisenhower to Carter gathered
to talk about twenty-five years of the Presidency. The original transcripts have been edited to
provide annotations when necessary without impeding the flow of this lively and candid debate.
In 1986 a unique symposium in the history of American politics took place. Eight former White
House Chiefs of Staff representing six different Presidents from Eisenhower to Carter gathered
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to talk about twenty-five years of the Presidency. The original transcripts have been edited to
provide annotations when necessary without impeding the flow of this lively and candid debate.
This book presents an account of an intellectual breakthrough in the study of rural society and
agriculture. Its ten chapters, selected for their originality and synthesis from the colloquia of the
Program in Agrarian Studies at Yale University, encompass various disciplines, diverse
historical periods, and several regions of the world. The contributors' fresh analyses will
broaden the perspectives of readers with interests as wide-ranging as rural sociology,
environmentalism, political science, history, anthropology, economics, and art history. The ten
studies recast and expand what is known about rural society and agrarian issues, examining
such topics as poverty, subsistence, cultivation, ecology, justice, art, custom, law, ritual life,
cooperation, and state action. Each contribution provides a point of departure for new study,
encouraging deeper thinking across disciplinary boundaries and frontiers.
Caught in the Crossfire presents a multi-faceted explanation of why people participate in
something as dangerous and uncertain as a revolutionary movement.
James C. Scott places the critical problem of the peasant household—subsistence—at the center
of this study. The fear of food shortages, he argues persuasively, explains many otherwise
puzzling technical, social, and moral arrangements in peasant society, such as resistance to
innovation, the desire to own land even at some cost in terms of income, relationships with
other people, and relationships with institutions, including the state. Once the centrality of the
subsistence problem is recognized, its effects on notions of economic and political justice can
also be seen. Scott draws from the history of agrarian society in lower Burma and Vietnam to
show how the transformations of the colonial era systematically violated the peasants’ “moral
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economy” and created a situation of potential rebellion and revolution. Demonstrating keen
insights into the behavior of people in other cultures and a rare ability to generalize soundly
from case studies, Scott offers a different perspective on peasant behavior that will be of
interest particularly to political scientists, anthropologists, sociologists, and Southeast
Asianists. “The book is extraordinarily original and valuable and will have a very broad appeal.
I think the central thesis is correct and compelling.”—Clifford Geertz “In this major work, … Scott
views peasants as political and moral actors defending their values as well as their individual
security, making his book vital to an understanding of peasant politics.”—Library Journal James
C. Scott is professor of political science at Yale University.
How do societies negotiate the apparently competing agendas of environmental protection and
social justice? Why do some countries perform much better than others? Democracy in the
Woods answers these questions by explaining the trajectories of forest and land rights - and
the fate offorest-dependent peasants - in the forested regions of India, Tanzania, and Mexico.
To organize a comparative inquiry that straddles the fields of comparative politics, historical
institutionalism, and policy studies, this book develops a political economy of institutions
framework. It shows thatdifferences in structures of political intermediation - venues that help
peasant groups and social movements engage in political and policy processes - explain the
varying levels of success in combining the pursuits of social justice and environmental
conservation. The book challenges the age-oldnotion that populist policies produce uniformly
deleterious environmental consequences that must be mitigated via centralized systems of
environmental regulation. It shows instead that the national leaders and dominant political
parties that must compete for popular support in the political arenaare more likely to fashion
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interventions that pursue conservation of forested landscapes without violating the rights of
forest-dependent people. Mexico demonstrates the potential for win-win outcomes, India
continues to stumble on both environmental and social questions despite
longstandingtraditions of popular mobilization for forestland rights, and Tanzania's government
has failed its forest-dependent people despite a lucrative wildlife tourism sector. This book's
political analysis of the control over and use of nature opens up new avenues for reflecting on
nature in theAnthropocene.
The puzzle of revolution in the Third World -- Theories of revolution : the evolution of the field -Dependent development and the crisis of rural stability -- Mobilizing peasant social movements
-- The response of the state : reform or repression? -- State repression and the escalation of
revolutionary violence -- Win, lose, or draw : how civil wars end -- Reform, repression, and
revolution in El Salvador -- Peruvian land reform the rise of Sendero Luminoso -- The future of
revolutions in the countryside : globalization, democratization, and peacekeeping.
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