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The Railway Man
From ancient Egypt to the Tudors to the Nazis, the film industry has often defined
how we think of the past. But how much of what you see on the screen is true?
And does it really matter if filmmakers just make it all up? Picking her way
through Hollywood's version of events, acclaimed historian Alex von Tunzelmann
sorts the fact from the fiction. Along the way, we meet all our favourite historical
characters, on screen and in real life: from Cleopatra to Elizabeth I, from
Spartacus to Abraham Lincoln, and from Attila the Hun to Nelson Mandela.
Based on the long-running column in the Guardian, Reel History takes a comic
look at the history of the world as told through the movies - the good, the bad,
and the very, very ugly.
""An absorbing and uplifting read."--M.L. Stedman, author of The Light Between
Oceans "This is a book in which grief and love are so entwined they make a new
and wonderful kind of sense."--Fiona McFarlane, author of The Night Guest
Amidst the strange, silent aftermath of World War II, a widow, a poet, and a
doctor search for lasting peace and fresh beginnings in this internationally
acclaimed, award-winning novel. When Anikka Lachlan's husband, Mac, is killed
in a railway accident, she is offered--and accepts--a job at the Railway Institute's
library and searches there for some solace in her unexpectedly new life. But in
Thirroul, in 1948, she's not the only person trying to chase dreams through
books. There's Roy McKinnon, who found poetry in the mess of war, but who has
now lost his words and his hope. There's Frank Draper, trapped by the guilt of
those his medical treatment and care failed on their first day of freedom. All three
struggle to find their own peace, and their own new story. But along with the
firming of this triangle of friendship and a sense of lives inching towards renewal
come other extremities--and misunderstandings. In the end, love and freedom
can have unexpected ways of expressing themselves. The Railwayman's Wife
explores the power of beginnings and endings, and how hard it can sometimes
be to tell them apart. Most of all, it celebrates love in all its forms, and the beauty
of discovering that loving someone can be as extraordinary as being loved
yourself"-David 'Digger ' Barrett was given his nickname at an early age by his father. It
was prophetic: as an eighteen-year-old looking for fun and adventure, he enlisted
as a private and served in World War II. After surviving the Malayan campaign,
he would spend over three years as a Japanese prisoner of war. It would take
Digger more than fifty years to rid his mind of the hate he had for the guards of
the Imperial Japanese Army. His story of courage, mateship and survival takes
him from the prison camps of Thailand and Burma to the fight for reparations for
all Australian POWs of the Japanese.
A World War II British prisoner of war tells of the brutal treatment he endured
during his captivity at the hands of Japanese soldiers and how, fifty years later,
he met and forgave the Japanese man involved in his torture.
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This is the definitive story of the men who built the railways – the unknown
Victorian labourers who blasted, tunnelled, drank and brawled their way across
nineteenth-century England. Preached at and plundered, sworn at and swindled,
this anarchic elite endured perils and disasters, and carved out of the English
countryside an industrial-age architecture unparalleled in grandeur and audacity
since the building of the cathedrals.
A World War II veteran recalls his capture by the Japanese, the torture he
endured, his work on the infamous Burma-Siam railroad--a project that claimed
the lives of 250,000 men--and, fifty years later, his reconciliation with Nagase
Takashi, his Japanese tormentor. Reprint.
Detective Inspector Robert Colbeck is back to investigate two deaths on the rails.
Will he catch the murderer before more lives are lost. . .
The enthralling Sunday Times-bestselling biography of the shepherd boy who
changed the world with his revolutionary engineering and whose genius we still
benefit from today Thomas Telford's name is familiar; his story less so. Born in
1757 in the Scottish Borders, his father died in his infancy, plunging the family
into poverty. Telford's life soared to span almost eight decades of gloriously
obsessive, prodigiously productive energy. Few people have done more to shape
our nation. A stonemason turned architect turned engineer, Telford invented the
modern road, built churches, harbours, canals, docks, the famously vertiginous
Pontcysyllte aqueduct in Wales and the dramatic Menai Bridge. His constructions
were the greatest in Europe for a thousand years, and - astonishingly - almost
everything he ever built remains in use today. Intimate, expansive and drawing
on contemporary accounts, Man of Iron is the first full modern biography of
Telford. It is a book of roads and landscapes, waterways and bridges, but above
all, of how one man transformed himself into the greatest engineer Britain has
ever produced.
Peopled by larger-than-life heroes and villains, charged with towering questions of good and
evil, Atlas Shrugged is Ayn Rand’s magnum opus: a philosophical revolution told in the form of
an action thriller—nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great
American Read. Who is John Galt? When he says that he will stop the motor of the world, is he
a destroyer or a liberator? Why does he have to fight his battles not against his enemies but
against those who need him most? Why does he fight his hardest battle against the woman he
loves? You will know the answer to these questions when you discover the reason behind the
baffling events that play havoc with the lives of the amazing men and women in this book. You
will discover why a productive genius becomes a worthless playboy...why a great steel
industrialist is working for his own destruction...why a composer gives up his career on the
night of his triumph...why a beautiful woman who runs a transcontinental railroad falls in love
with the man she has sworn to kill. Atlas Shrugged, a modern classic and Rand’s most
extensive statement of Objectivism—her groundbreaking philosophy—offers the reader the
spectacle of human greatness, depicted with all the poetry and power of one of the twentieth
century’s leading artists.
Bob the Railway Dog was everyone's friend in the early days of the Australian railroad. Based
on a real dog who rode the rails in the late nineteenth century.
***WINNER OF THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE 2014*** Forever after, there were for them only
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two sorts of men: the men who were on the Line, and the rest of humanity, who were not. In
the despair of a Japanese POW camp on the Burma Death Railway, surgeon Dorrigo Evans is
haunted by his love affair with his uncleâe(tm)s young wife two years earlier. Struggling to save
the men under his command from starvation, from cholera, from beatings, he receives a letter
that will change his life forever. Hailed as a masterpiece, Richard Flanaganâe(tm)s epic novel
tells the unforgettable story of one manâe(tm)s reckoning with the truth.
In this account of an unprecedented feat of engineering, vision, and courage, Stephen E.
Ambrose offers a historical successor to his universally acclaimed Undaunted Courage, which
recounted the explorations of the West by Lewis and Clark. Nothing Like It in the World is the
story of the men who built the transcontinental railroad -- the investors who risked their
businesses and money; the enlightened politicians who understood its importance; the
engineers and surveyors who risked, and lost, their lives; and the Irish and Chinese
immigrants, the defeated Confederate soldiers, and the other laborers who did the
backbreaking and dangerous work on the tracks. The Union had won the Civil War and slavery
had been abolished, but Abraham Lincoln, who was an early and constant champion of
railroads, would not live to see the great achievement. In Ambrose's hands, this enterprise,
with its huge expenditure of brainpower, muscle, and sweat, comes to life. The U.S.
government pitted two companies -- the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific Railroads -against each other in a race for funding, encouraging speed over caution. Locomo-tives, rails,
and spikes were shipped from the East through Panama or around South America to the West
or lugged across the country to the Plains. This was the last great building project to be done
mostly by hand: excavating dirt, cutting through ridges, filling gorges, blasting tunnels through
mountains. At its peak, the workforce -- primarily Chinese on the Central Pacific, Irish on the
Union Pacific -- approached the size of Civil War armies, with as many as fifteen thousand
workers on each line. The Union Pacific was led by Thomas "Doc" Durant, Oakes Ames, and
Oliver Ames, with Grenville Dodge -- America's greatest railroad builder -- as chief engineer.
The Central Pacific was led by California's "Big Four": Leland Stanford, Collis Huntington,
Charles Crocker, and Mark Hopkins. The surveyors, the men who picked the route, were latterday Lewis and Clark types who led the way through the wilderness, living off buffalo, deer, elk,
and antelope. In building a railroad, there is only one decisive spot -- the end of the track.
Nothing like this great work had been seen in the world when the last spike, a golden one, was
driven in at Promontory Summit, Utah, in 1869, as the Central Pacific and the Union Pacific
tracks were joined. Ambrose writes with power and eloquence about the brave men -- the
famous and the unheralded, ordinary men doing the extraordinary -- who accomplished the
spectacular feat that made the continent into a nation.
This a story of survival and of courage. Eric Lomax was tortured by the Japanese on the
Burma-Siam railway. Fifty years later he met one his tormentors.
During the Second World War Eric Lomax was forced to work on the notorious Burma-Siam
Railway and was tortured by the Japanese for making a crude radio. Left emotionally scarred
and unable to form normal relationships, Lomax suffered for years until, with the help of his
wife, Patti Lomax, and of the Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture, he came
terms with what happened. Fifty years after the terrible events, he was able to meet one of his
tormentors. The Railway Man is a story of innocence betrayed, and of survival and courage in
the face of horror.
This Reese Witherspoon Book Club Pick and New York Times bestseller is “a captivating story
of love lost and found” (Kirkus Reviews) set in the lush Sicilian countryside, where one woman
discovers the healing powers of food, family, and unexpected grace in her darkest hours. It
was love at first sight when actress Tembi met professional chef, Saro, on a street in Florence.
There was just one problem: Saro’s traditional Sicilian family did not approve of his marrying a
black American woman. However, the couple, heartbroken but undeterred, forged on. They
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built a happy life in Los Angeles, with fulfilling careers, deep friendships, and the love of their
lives: a baby girl they adopted at birth. Eventually, they reconciled with Saro’s family just as he
faced a formidable cancer that would consume all their dreams. From Scratch chronicles three
summers Tembi spends in Sicily with her daughter, Zoela, as she begins to piece together a
life without her husband in his tiny hometown hamlet of farmers. Where once Tembi was
estranged from Saro’s family, now she finds solace and nourishment—literally and spiritually—at
her mother-in-law’s table. In the Sicilian countryside, she discovers the healing gifts of simple
fresh food, the embrace of a close knit community, and timeless traditions and wisdom that
light a path forward. All along the way she reflects on her and Saro’s romance—an incredible
love story that leaps off the pages. In Sicily, it is said that every story begins with a marriage or
a death—in Tembi Locke’s case, it is both. “Locke’s raw and heartfelt memoir will uplift
readers suffering from the loss of their own loved ones” (Publishers Weekly), but her story is
also about love, finding a home, and chasing flavor as an act of remembrance. From Scratch is
for anyone who has dared to reach for big love, fought for what mattered most, and those who
needed a powerful reminder that life is...delicious.
During the Second World War, Eric Lomax was forced to work on the notorious Burma-Siam
Railway, and was tortured by the Japanese for making a crude radio. Left emotionally scarred,
and unable to form relationships, Lomax suffered for years - until, with the help of the Medical
Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture, he came to terms with what had happened.
Almost 50 years after the war his life was changed by the discovery that his interrogator, the
Japanese interpreter, was still alive; their reconciliation is the culmination of this extraordinary
story.

Alistair Urquhart was a soldier in the Gordon Highlanders, captured by the Japanese in
Singapore. Forced into manual labor as a POW, he survived 750 days in the jungle
working as a slave on the notorious “Death Railway” and building the Bridge on the
River Kwai. Subsequently, he moved to work on a Japanese “hellship,” his ship was
torpedoed, and nearly everyone on board the ship died. Not Urquhart. After five days
adrift on a raft in the South China Sea, he was rescued by a Japanese whaling ship.
His luck would only get worse as he was taken to Japan and forced to work in a mine
near Nagasaki. Two months later, he was just ten miles from ground zero when an
atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki. In late August 1945, he was freed by the
American Navy—a living skeleton—and had his first wash in three and a half years. This
is the extraordinary story of a young man, conscripted at nineteen, who survived not
just one, but three encounters with death, any of which should have probably killed him.
Silent for over fifty years, this is Urquhart’s inspirational tale in his own words. It is as
moving as any memoir and as exciting as any great war movie.
Seeking solace in the wake of her husband’s death, a woman embarks on a new life
on the Irish coast, where her mysterious new neighbor offers a rekindled sense of
happiness, however short-lived Helen moved to a small ocean-side village for the
isolation—to be alone with the waves, birds, and changing seasons. Newly widowed,
she spends her days painting in her glass-walled studio atop a hillside on Ireland’s
northwest coast. From her perch she can study the rocks and dunes of the land sloping
into the sea, the fishing boats rocking in the tide, and the railway station, abandoned for
forty years, now being refurbished by Roger, an Englishman and veteran of the Second
World War. Her friendship with Roger develops slowly, but in tandem with her growing
affection for him is an intractable suspicion over his past. As the Troubles continue to
settle over Ireland, Helen experiences sparks of happiness with Roger. Meanwhile, her
son Jack, a radical living in Dublin, is increasing his involvement with an impassioned
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group of Irish guerillas, unwittingly setting in motion a series of events that lead to a
shocking conclusion for both him and his mother.
This fascinating pocket book draws on numerous primary sources from the early days
of the rail network through to the Big Four, British Railways and beyond to present a
unique guide to the knowledge and skills required for locomotive drivers, engineers and
firemen. Beginning with an introduction to steam from about 1890, the book outlines the
rules of the rail network, locomotive management from driving to servicing, a guide to
signalling and operations, and rules of the running shed along with a wealth of practical
advice and conditions of service for the men on the footplate. The Railwayman's Pocket
Book offers a unique insight into the age of steam that will appeal to all railway
enthusiasts.
A boy discovers a miniature railway family living in his model railway. Set back in the
'70's in a time before the internet the story introduces 'Telford' to the reader and
focuses on relationships and the adventures that follow.
Presents a collection of crime and noir stories set in Delhi, India.
“Gripping . . . Chang has accomplished the seemingly impossible . . . He has written a
remarkably rich, human, and compelling story of the railroad Chinese.” — Peter
Cozzens, Wall Street Journal A groundbreaking, breathtaking history of the Chinese
workers who built the Transcontinental Railroad, helping to forge modern America only
to disappear into the shadows of history until now From across the sea, they came by
the thousands, escaping war and poverty in southern China to seek their fortunes in
America. Converging on the enormous western worksite of the Transcontinental
Railroad, the migrants spent years dynamiting tunnels through the snow-packed cliffs of
the Sierra Nevada and laying tracks across the burning Utah desert. Their sweat and
blood fueled the ascent of an interlinked, industrial United States. But those of them
who survived this perilous effort would suffer a different kind of death: a historical one,
as they were pushed first to the margins of American life and then to the fringes of
public memory. In this groundbreaking account, award-winning scholar Gordon H.
Chang draws on unprecedented research to recover the Chinese railroad workers’
stories and celebrate their role in remaking America. An invaluable correction of a great
historical injustice, The Ghosts of Gold Mountain returns these “silent spikes” to their
rightful place in our national saga. “The lived experience of the Railroad Chinese has
long been elusive . . . Chang’s book is a moving effort to recover their stories and
honor their indispensable contribution to the building of modern America.” — New York
Times
Sreedharan's expertise and foresight-on behalf of those not as richly blessed as he wasensured that political will was converted into a multipurpose railway project. The
[Chithoni railway link] bridge was completed eleven weeks ahead of schedule and
proved to be helpful to one and all. Two key railway projects changed the way India
travels by train-the 760-km stretch of Konkan Railway and the Delhi Metro. Both the
projects were up and running in seven years flat and the man in charge was Dr
Elattuvalapil Sreedharan, popularly known as the Railway Man. He has been hailed as
the messiah of new-age infrastructure projects and his success stories have become
railway engineering benchmark. Respected, loved and equally hated, this book covers
the amazing story of one man-his perseverance, beliefs, and public and private battles.
India's Railway Man: A Biography of E. Sreedharan is a tribute to this extraordinary
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man.
The Railway ManArrow
A new edition of the 1946 bestseller, the first and best account of forced labor on the Burma
Railway John Coast was a young British Army officer who was taken prisoner at the Fall of
Singapore in February, 1942. He took notes and concealed them from the Japanese for nearly
three years, but lost them when he was forced to bury them to avoid repeated searches. Coast
had to write the book all over again while on the voyage home. His book is moving, dramatic,
and chilling in the detail it gives of the cruelty inflicted by Japanese and Korean soldiers on the
prisoners and Asian workers who died in even greater numbers working on the railway. Yet it is
at the same time lyrical in its descriptions of the natural world surrounding the camps and the
food and kindness shown by some Thais to the prisoners. Coast brings to life the camps and
towns of the Burma Railway and the culture of Bali and Indonesia that allowed him to find
some comfort and meaning amid the horror. This new edition has an introduction and
appendices which include transcriptions of his BBC interviews with his Japanese captors and
Takashi Nagase. Other appendices include never before published documents which help
reveal details about secret radios and attempted escapes masterminded by the talented group
of officers around Coast. It also includes an index and list of newly identified individuals
mentioned in the book.
Now in his third year of retirement, the celebrated master detective Sherlock Holmes
announces his firm resolve to stay well out of the affairs of others to his old friend and
colleague, Dr John Watson. But this emphatic sentiment is to be short lived. At the behest of
his enigmatic brother, Mycroft, Holmes is persuaded to investigate two unexplained,
catastrophic train derailments which have caused the death of more than forty people. Why
would a criminal wreck an express train? As the clues accumulate - a strange astronomer, the
German Intelligence Service, a Russian yacht in the port of Aberdeen - the most homicidal
lunatic in Britain remains at large. Something was afoot in Scotland to draw both the King and
Mycroft from their lairs...a meeting with the emissary of the Czar, or something more? Can
even the strenuous efforts of Sherlock Holmes avert an international calamity and bring to
justice this evil assassin? All is revealed in an ingenious tale that even the late Conan Doyle
would have been proud of.
When Roberta, Peter and Phyllis's father is taken away and they move to a tiny cottage in the
countryside, the only advantage is the nearby railway. Join them on their adventures as they
befriend all those who work with the trains, prevent a railway disaster and try to discover the
truth behind their father's disappearance. The Railway Children, a much-loved children's
classic, was first published in 1906 and has never been out of print.
The impact of constant technological change upon our perception of the world is so pervasive
as to have become a commonplace of modern society. But this was not always the case; as
Wolfgang Schivelbusch points out in this fascinating study, our adaptation to technological
change—the development of our modern, industrialized consciousness—was very much a
learned behavior. In The Railway Journey, Schivelbusch examines the origins of this
industrialized consciousness by exploring the reaction in the nineteenth century to the first
dramatic avatar of technological change, the railroad. In a highly original and engaging fashion,
Schivelbusch discusses the ways in which our perceptions of distance, time, autonomy, speed,
and risk were altered by railway travel. As a history of the surprising ways in which technology
and culture interact, this book covers a wide range of topics, including the changing perception
of landscapes, the death of conversation while traveling, the problematic nature of the railway
compartment, the space of glass architecture, the pathology of the railway journey, industrial
fatigue and the history of shock, and the railroad and the city. Belonging to a distinguished
European tradition of critical sociology best exemplified by the work of Georg Simmel and
Walter Benjamin, The Railway Journey is anchored in rich empirical data and full of striking
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insights about railway travel, the industrial revolution, and technological change. Now updated
with a new preface, The Railway Journey is an invaluable resource for readers interested in
nineteenth-century culture and technology and the prehistory of modern media and
digitalization.
This 1982 book draws on primary sources to illuminate the life and achievements of engineer
Charles Blacker Vignoles (1793-1875).
Here is a remarkable true story of forgiveness--a tremendous testament to the courage that
propels one toward remembrance, and finally, peace with the past. A classic war
autobiography, The Railway Man is a powerful tale of survival and of the human capacity to
understand even those who have done us unthinkable harm. From The Railway Man: The
passion for trains and railroads is, I have been told, incurable. I have also learned that there is
no cure for torture. These two afflictions have been intimately linked in the course of my life,
and yet through some chance combination of luck and grace I have survived them both. I was
born in Edinburgh, in the lowlands of Scotland, in 1919. My father was an official in the General
Post Office there, a career which he had started as a boy of 16 and which he intended me to
imitate to the letter. He was fascinated by telephony and telegraphy, and I grew up in a world in
which tinkering and inventing and making were honoured past-times. I vividly remember the
first time that my father placed a giant set of headphones around my ears and I heard, through
the hiss and buzz of far-off-energies, a disembodied human voice. In the worst times, much
later, when I thought I was about to die in pain and shock at the hands of men who could not
imagine anything of my life, who had no respect for who I was or my history, I might have
wished that my father had had a different passion. But in the 1920s, technology was still
powerful and beautiful without being menacing. Who would have thought that a radio, for
example, could cause terrible harm? It seemed to be a wonderful instrument by which people
could speak to each other; and yet I heard Hitler ranting over airwaves, and saw two men
beaten to death for their part in making such an instrument, and suffered for my own part in it
for a half a century.
'I thought I'd done a bit of travelling until I read Matthew's wonderful book! Travel with him and
experience his rich memories of some of the most fascinating railways in the world' Chris
Tarrant, Extreme Railway Journeys. Taking his long-distance train travels to a whole new level,
Matthew Woodward embarks on an intrepid journey from his home in the UK to Lhasa in
deepest Tibet, for many years closed to visitors. Travelling over 20,000 kilometres on trains
across Europe and Asia, he sets out to reach his objective via the little-used Trans-Manchurian
route across Siberia to Beijing, and from there to the Qinghai-Tibet railway across the Tibetan
Plateau - the highest railway in the world. Unprepared for what he is to experience in Lhasa, he
discovers a city in modern-day China, but a place still largely living in the traditions of a truly
mythical past. Those that know Woodward's writing will appreciate his honest and humorous
reflections of life on the rails, and his efforts - sometimes successful - to decode cultural
misunderstandings. He tells his story with the thoughtfulness and introspection you'd expect of
a solo traveller and gives you the detail that makes an incredible journey like this feel possible
for you, too.
'BR rebel chairman resigns' The Guardian. 'Rebel rail chief in row' Daily Mail. 'I don't take it
back says sacked rail chief' Daily Express. This is the notorious book that got Gerard Fiennes
sacked from British Railways while he was Chairman and General Manager of the Eastern
Region in 1968. Fiennes became a railwayman by accident, joining the L.N.E.R as a Traffic
Apprentice in 1928. Over the next four decades he worked himself up to the top of
management tree, experiencing all facets of railway life – steam through diesel to electrification
– on his way to the top. When he got there, he knew the service was ripe for a revolution... and
he believed he was the man to lead it. But of course, it was the wrong time for a manager who
thought that railways could be a success – Dr. Beeching was sharpening his axe and
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unprofitable lines were closed rather than turned round. After being resisted, circumvented,
delayed and blocked, G. F. Fiennes ran out of patience and put pen to paper and ran his
career into the buffers as he told the story of what happens when non-railwaymen tried to run
the railway.

Jim was a South African railway inspector in the late 1800s who lost his legs in
an accident while at work. Unable to perform all his tasks with his disability but
desperate to keep his job, Jim discovered a brilliant solution, a baboon named
Jack. Jim trained Jack to help him both at home and at the depot. But when the
railway authorities and the public discovered a monkey on the job, Jack and Jim
had to work together to convince everyone that they made a great team. This
inspiring true story celebrates the history of service animals and a devoted
friendship.
Forty years of working on the railway has provided the author with an enviable
wealth of experiences. He started out selling tickets and climbed up the
management ranks to work with such iconic names as The Flying Scotsman, the
Orient Express and (sssh!) The Royal Train. This intriguing book offers unique
glimpses into the many milestones of his life as well as the history of Britain's
railways. Starting from the swinging sixties, take a look at how the railways tried
to manage modernisation whilst keeping one foot firmly in the past, when tickets
were still printed on cardboard rectangles, pigeons were still allowed to travel by
passenger trains, and station platforms were still lit by oil lamps. The author
shares the gritty reality of working for good old British Rail in the 1970s and '80s,
with the old-school managers with huge egos who ran the show, the health and
safety nightmares, and then the politics of privatisation and the impact this had
on the workers during the 1990s. From highs, lows and tragedies to featuring on
the front page of the Daily Telegraph and meeting a whole procession of colourful
characters, this is one memoir you won't forget in a hurry. Written in a friendly
and entertaining style, this book recounts a career that is no longer a possibility.
So if you have a penchant for history, railways and a well-told life story, make
sure you grab your copy of this book today.
DIVFrom June 1942 to October 1943, more than 100,000 Allied POWs who had
been forced into slave labor by the Japanese died building the infamous BurmaThailand Death Railway, an undertaking immortalized in the film "The Bridge on
the River Kwai." One of the few who survived was American Marine H. Robert
Charles, who describes the ordeal in vivid and harrowing detail in Last Man Out.
The story mixes the unimaginable brutality of the camps with the inspiring
courage of the men, including a Dutch Colonial Army doctor whose skill and
knowledge of the medicinal value of wild jungle herbs saved the lives of hundreds
of his fellow POWs, including the author./div
Railway Man begins with author Mitchell Deaver paying a nostalgic visit to Bickle
signal box, base of boyhood adventures described in his first book Railway Boy.
Shortly after, he leaves rural Yorkshire for life in the big cities. It is 1968. Railway
Man describes the emotionally devastating draw-down of steam traction on
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British Railways. Three steam sheds remain: Carnforth, Lostock Hall and Rose
Grove. The end comes when the last steam train runs on 11th August. The total
steam ban is unbearable. Mitchell Deaver's brainchild, the Return to Steam
Committee, tries to get steam back on British Railways. In 1980 Mitchell Deaver
achieves a boyhood dream and becomes a signalman on the busy North London
Line. Railway Man describes the realities of operating a mechanical signal box,
one that is open continuously. Life as a signalman is not without incident. A
mischievous letter prompts a visit from senior management. Signal box
operations degenerate into a scene from the Marx Brothers. A signalmen's night
out turns into a baffling conspiracy. In this true story set in the cities of
Birmingham, Liverpool and London and spanning two decades, Railway Man
describes a monumental battle between, on one side, Mitchell Deaver's love of
railways and, on the other, forces that try to draw him elsewhere. Which side
wins?
In 1851 England, the city of London anticipates the grand opening of the Great
Expedition. Excitement is mounting with each engineering triumph of the
railways, but not everyone feels like celebrating. A sudden attack hits the London
to Birmingham mail train and it is looted and derailed. Planned with military
precision, Detective Inspector Robert Colbeck fights to untangle a web of murder,
blackmail and destruction. As Colbeck closes in on the criminal masterminds,
events take an unexpected turn when the beautiful Madeline, daughter of the
injured train driver, becomes a pawn in the criminals game. With time running
out, good and evil, new and old, battle against each other. But will the long arm of
the law have speed on its side? Full of historical detail, unexpected twists and
memorable characters, this is a mystery that will surprise you at every turn.
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