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The Prophets Abraham Joshua Heschel
Dr Abraham Joshua Heschel (19071972), professor of Ethics and Mysticism at the
Jewish Theological Seminary in New York, was one of the outstanding philosophers
and theologians of our time. Internationally acclaimed author, scholar, activist and
theologian, Dr Heschels classic, "Mans Quest for God", originally published in 1954,
continues to be a significant contribution to contemporary Jewish literature. In his poetic
and inspiring style, Heschel offers insights that speak deeply to the essence of prayer.
A discourse on the presence and knowledge of God, the meaning and essence of
human existence, and the problem of living
A free ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of California
Press’s Open Access publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more. The
Eternal Dissident offers rare insight into one of the most inspiring and controversial
Reform rabbis of the twentieth century, Leonard Beerman, who was renowned both for
his eloquent and challenging sermons and for his unrelenting commitment to social
action. Beerman was a man of powerful word and action—a probing intellectual and
stirring orator, as well as a nationally known opponent of McCarthyism, racial injustice,
and Israeli policy in the occupied territories. The shared source of Beerman’s thought
and activism was the moral imperative of the Hebrew prophets, which he believed
bestowed upon the Jewish people their role as the “eternal dissident.” This volume
brings Beerman to life through a selection of his most powerful writings, followed by
commentaries from notable scholars, rabbis, and public personalities that speak to the
quality and ongoing relevance of Beerman’s work.
One of the world’s most illustrious and influential theologians here confronts one of the
crucial philosophical and religious questions of our time: the nature and role of man. In
these three lectures, originally delivered in somewhat different form as The Raymond
Fred West Memorial Lectures at Stanford University in May 1963, Dr. Heschel inquires
into the logic of being human: What is meant by being human? What are the grounds
on which to justify a human being’s claim to being human? In the author’s words, “We
have never been as openmouthed and inquisitive, never as astonished and
embarrassed at our ignorance about man. We know what he makes, but we do not
konw wha he is or what to expect of him. Is it not conceivable that our entire civilization
is built upon a minsinterpretation of man? Or that the tragedy of man is due to the fact
that he is a being who has forgotten the question: Who is Man? The failure to identify
himself, to know what is authentic human existence, leads him to assume a false
identity, to pretending to be what he is unable to be or to not accepting what is at the
very root of his being. Ignorance about man is not lack of knowledge, but false
knowledge.”
his most ambitious scholarly achievement, his three-volume study of Rabbinic Judaism,
is only now appearing in English.
Israelite prophets is well known, his studies of prophetic inspiration among Jewish
scholars of the Middle Ages is not, in part because it exists in article form and in part
because these articles were written in Hebrew. The standard Jewish view is that
prophecy ended with the ancient prophets, somewhere early in the Second Temple era.
Heschel demonstrated that this view is not altogether accurate. Belief in the possibility
of continued prophetic inspiration, and in its.
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Heschel attempts to understand the thoughts, feelings, and impressions of each of the
prophets, presenting the reader with a sense of their very being. He effectively achieves
a balance between the objective supernatural and the subjective human situation, and
presents a discussion of Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Micah, Jeremiah, and Habakkuk and
their particular challenges and journeys. In the second part of the book, Heschel
addresses such subjects as pathos, wrath, sympathy, ecstasy, psychosis, and
prophetic and poetic inspiration, and in so doing offers a contribution to the philosophy
of religion.
Written between 1927 and 1933—and never published in English before—this is the
intimate spiritual diary of a devout European Jew, loyal to the revelation at Sinai and
afflicted with reverence for all human beings.
Abraham Joshua Heschel and the Sources of Wonder is the first book to demonstrate
how Heschel's political, intellectual, and spiritual commitments were embedded in his
reading of Jewish tradition.
"This book reprints the second half of The prophets published in 1962 by Harper &
Row"--V. 2, t.p. verso. Includes bibliographical references and indexes.
The Bible is an enduring source of inspiration for the human heart and mind, and
readers of Thinking about the Torah will be rewarded with an enhanced understanding
of this great work’s deeper meanings. Drawing on Western philosophy and particularly
Jewish philosophy, Kenneth Seeskin delves into ten core biblical verses and the
powerful ideas that emerge from them. He speaks to readers on every page and invites
conversation about topics central to human existence: how finite beings can relate to
the infinite, what love is, the role of ethics in religion, and the meaning of holiness.
Seeskin raises questions we all ask and responds to them with curiosity and
compassion, weaving into his own perceptive commentary insights from great Jewish
thinkers such as Maimonides, Spinoza, Buber, Rosenzweig, and Levinas, as well as
Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Luther, Kant, and Kierkegaard. The Bible is concerned with
how we think as well as how we follow the commandments, rituals, and customs.
Seeskin inspires us to read the Torah with an open mind and think about the lessons it
teaches us.
In this first one-volume English-language full biography of Abraham Joshua Heschel,
Edward K. Kaplan tells the engrossing, behind-the-scenes story of the life, philosophy,
struggles, yearnings, writings, and activism of one of the twentieth century's most
outstanding Jewish thinkers. Kaplan takes readers on a soulful journey through the
rollercoaster challenges and successes of Heschel's emotional life. As a child he was
enveloped in a Hasidic community of Warsaw, then he went on to explore secular
Jewish Vilna and cosmopolitan Berlin. He improvised solutions to procure his doctorate
in Nazi-dominated Berlin, escaped the Nazis, and secured a rare visa to the United
States. He articulated strikingly original interpretations of Jewish ideas. His
relationships spanned not only the Jewish denominational spectrum but also Catholic
and Protestant faith communities. A militant voice for nonviolent social action, he
marched with Martin Luther King Jr. (who became a close friend), expressed strong
opposition to the Vietnam War (while the FBI compiled a file on him), and helped
reverse long-standing antisemitic Catholic Church doctrine on Jews (participating in a
secret meeting with Pope Paul VI during Vatican II). From such prodigiously
documented stories Heschel himself emerges--mind, heart, and soul. Kaplan elucidates
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how Heschel remained forever torn between faith and anguish; between love of God
and abhorrence of human apathy, moral weakness, and deliberate evil; between the
compassion of the Baal Shem Tov of Medzibozh and the Kotzker rebbe's cruel
demands for truth. "My heart," Heschel acknowledged, is "in Medzibozh, my mind in
Kotzk."
Abraham Joshua Heschel was one of the most revered religious leaders of the 20th
century, and God in Search of Man and its companion volume, Man Is Not Alone, two
of his most important books, are classics of modern Jewish theology. God in Search of
Man combines scholarship with lucidity, reverence, and compassion as Dr. Heschel
discusses not man's search for God but God's for man--the notion of a Chosen People,
an idea which, he writes, "signifies not a quality inherent in the people but a relationship
between the people and God." It is an extraordinary description of the nature of Biblical
thought, and how that thought becomes faith.
The ProphetsHendrickson Pub
"Abraham Joshua Heschel, descended from a long line of Orthodox rabbis, fled Europe
to escape the Nazis. He made the insights of traditional Jewish spirituality come alive
for American Jews while speaking out boldly against war and racial injustice"-This ambitious book explores the relationship between time and history and shows how
an appreciation of long-term time helps to make sense of the past. For the historian,
time is not an unproblematic given but, as for the physicist or the philosopher, a means
to understanding the changing patterns of life on earth. The book is devoted to a wideranging analysis of the way different societies have conceived and interpreted time, and
it develops a theory of threefold roles of continuity, gradual change, and revolution that
together form a 'braided' history. Linking the interpretative chapters are intriguing brief
expositions on time travel, time cycles, time lines and time pieces, showing readers the
different ways in which human history has been located in time. In its global approach
the book is part of the new shift towards 'big history', in which traditional period divisions
are challenged in favour of looking again at the entire past of the world from start to
end. The approach is thematic. The result is a view of world history in which outcomes
are shown to be explicable, once they happen, but not necessarily predictable before
they do. This book will inform the work of historians of all periods and at all levels, and
contributes to the current reconsideration of traditional period divisions (such as
Modernity and Postmodernity), which the author finds outmoded.
A biography of the rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, who became a symbol of the
marriage between religion and social justice “When I marched in Selma, I felt my legs
were praying.” So said Polish-born American rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel
(1907–1972) of his involvement in the 1965 Selma civil rights march alongside Martin
Luther King Jr. Heschel, who spoke with a fiery moralistic fervor, dedicated his career to
the struggle to improve the human condition through faith. In this new biography, author
Julian Zelizer tracks Heschel’s early years and foundational influences—his childhood in
Warsaw and early education in Hasidism, his studies in late 1920s and early 1930s
Berlin, and the fortuitous opportunity, which brought him to the United States and saved
him from the Holocaust, to teach at Hebrew Union College and the Jewish Theological
Seminary. This deep and complex portrait places Heschel at the crucial intersection
between religion and progressive politics in mid-twentieth-century America. To this day
Heschel remains a symbol of the fight to make progressive Jewish values relevant in
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the secular world.
Abraham Joshua Heschel was one of the great religious teachers and moral prophets
of our time. This title provides selections from the writings of the leading Jewish
theologian and philosopher, edited by his daughter.
Was Jesus a Nazi? During the Third Reich, German Protestant theologians, motivated
by racism and tapping into traditional Christian anti-Semitism, redefined Jesus as an
Aryan and Christianity as a religion at war with Judaism. In 1939, these theologians
established the Institute for the Study and Eradication of Jewish Influence on German
Religious Life. In The Aryan Jesus, Susannah Heschel shows that during the Third
Reich, the Institute became the most important propaganda organ of German
Protestantism, exerting a widespread influence and producing a nazified Christianity
that placed anti-Semitism at its theological center. Based on years of archival research,
The Aryan Jesus examines the membership and activities of this controversial
theological organization. With headquarters in Eisenach, the Institute sponsored
propaganda conferences throughout the Nazi Reich and published books defaming
Judaism, including a dejudaized version of the New Testament and a catechism
proclaiming Jesus as the savior of the Aryans. Institute members--professors of
theology, bishops, and pastors--viewed their efforts as a vital support for Hitler's war
against the Jews. Heschel looks in particular at Walter Grundmann, the Institute's
director and a professor of the New Testament at the University of Jena. Grundmann
and his colleagues formed a community of like-minded Nazi Christians who remained
active and continued to support each other in Germany's postwar years. The Aryan
Jesus raises vital questions about Christianity's recent past and the ambivalent place of
Judaism in Christian thought.
More than just a comprehensive introduction to contemporary Judaism, BETWEEN
GOD AND MAN is a theological tour-de-force by one of the great religious thinkers of
the twentieth century. Through Biblical textual analysis, and with extensive references
to the philosophy and literature of both the East and West, Abraham J. Heschel
attempts to bridge the gap between the traditions of Eastern European Jewry and the
scholarship of Western civilisation. Compiled by Professor Fritz A. Rothschild,
BETWEEN GOD AND MAN is an invaluable guide to a deeper understanding of God
and religion.
Although Abraham Joshua Heschel (1907-1972) is well-known today-as a philosopher,
a Jewish theologian and a social activist-Heschel the poet is not. Nevertheless, those
who have read his writings in English, spiritual classics like The Sabbath and Man is
Not Alone, and have been moved by the power of his prose and the subtlety of his
expression, will not be surprised to find that in his youth he had actually published a
volume of Yiddish poetry in the heyday of Yiddish literature before the Holocaust. The
66 precious poems of Der Shem Ham'forash-Mentch, published by Indsel Verlag in
Warsaw in 1933, remained close to Heschel's heart all of his life, though few people
knew of their existence. It was more than a decade after his passing before most of his
admirers learned of them, being treated to a few tantalizing snippets in Samuel
Dresner's anthology, I Asked for Wonder (a line taken from the dedication of Der Shem
Ham'forash-Mentch). But what was unknown to most of Heschel's readers was that a
complete translation of his poetry in English already existed in his lifetime; and still
more amazing, it had been made by his younger contemporary, Zalman SchachterPage 4/8
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Shalomi (b. 1924), who would himself become a towering figure in Jewish and world
spirituality, but who at the time was just coming into his own and looked to the older
Heschel as a mentor. As we learn in the introduction, the first drafts of these
translations were given as gifts to Heschel after his heart attack in 1969 to cheer him
through his convalescence (sometimes accompanied by recordings of SchachterShalomi reading both the Yiddish originals and the English translations!) SchachterShalomi notes that Heschel was satisfied with some of these early drafts and
unsatisfied with others. The poems were deeply personal to him and the translations
would need to be revised. Unfortunately, Heschel died before he and SchachterShalomi could come together to discuss a revision and the translations were put on a
shelf. But now, in honor of the 40th anniversary of Heschel's passing, SchachterShalomi has taken them down again and completed his own revision for the modern
reader of sacred poetry. Thus, we have in this volume something truly unique-the
combined work and vision of two of the 20th century's greatest Jewish spiritual
luminaries and master's of Yiddish!
The book is devoted to the thought of one of the 20th century's most interesting
philosophers of religion. Heschel, a traditional Polish Jew who became a modern
thinker, was also an impressive prophet of interreligious dialogue. The book is the fruit
of a scholarly conference held in 2007 at the University of Warsaw, in Heschel's native
city, on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of his birth. Given the depth and scope of
his thinking, the papers gathered in the volume will be of interest not only to
philosophers, theologians, and scholars of Heschel, but also to those who know little
about Heschel but are interested in the fundamental problems that appear at the
borders between philosophy and theology, religion and modernity, Judaism and
Christianity, and, more broadly, problems of interfaith relations and their future. Among
the contributors to the volume there are many of the foremost Heschel scholars from
the United States and Israel, as well as authors from Poland and other European
countries. The authors believe that the infl uence of Heschel will continue to grow
worldwide.
The Insecurity of Freedom is a collection of essays on Human Existence by one of the
foremost Jewish thinkers of our time, Abraham Joshua Heschel.
A strategy for reading Heschel's major works, as well as a new route to understanding
religious writing in general: a lucid study of modern religious and ethical thought using
literary criticism.

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel remains one of the most important figures in
American Jewish-Christian relations nearly twenty years after his death. He had a
penetrating mind that was never arrogant and a moral passion that never
moralized. Together, the thirteen essays of this book testify to his enduring
legacy. Beginning with Rabbi Heschel's own "No Religion Is An Island," these
writings--by men and women who knew him, studied under him, and struggled
with him, people from South Asian, Muslim, Jewish, and Christian
traditions--reveal the humble yet soaring spirit of a person who know God
transcended the barriers of nation, culture, religion, and historical enmity. As
these essays demonstrate, Heschel was spiritual guide to people of many faiths.
He won the admiration of men and women in many lands and traditions. Firmly
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rooted in his own Jewishness, he evoked the genius of other traditions, inspiring
believers of all kinds to labor toward a more humane world. Contributors include:
the editors, Heschel's daughter Susannah, Jacob Y. Teshima, Daniel Berrigan,
John C. Merkle, Eugene J. Fisher, John C. Bennett, Fredrick C. Holmgren, Riffat
Hassan, Arvind Sharma, Antony Fernando, and Kenneth B. Smith.
Gathers essays by the Jewish scholar, activist, and theologian about Judaism,
Jewish heritage, social justice, ecumenism, faith, and prayer
1940
American Prophets sheds critical new light on the lives and thought of seven
major prophetic figures in twentieth-century America whose social activism was
motivated by a deeply felt compassion for those suffering injustice. In this
compelling and provocative book, acclaimed religious scholar Albert Raboteau
tells the remarkable stories of Abraham Joshua Heschel, A. J. Muste, Dorothy
Day, Howard Thurman, Thomas Merton, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Fannie Lou
Hamer—inspired individuals who succeeded in conveying their vision to the
broader public through writing, speaking, demonstrating, and organizing.
Raboteau traces how their paths crossed and their lives intertwined, creating a
network of committed activists who significantly changed the attitudes of several
generations of Americans about contentious political issues such as war, racism,
and poverty. Raboteau examines the influences that shaped their ideas and the
surprising connections that linked them together. He discusses their theological
and ethical positions, and describes the rhetorical and strategic methods these
exemplars of modern prophecy used to persuade their fellow citizens to share
their commitment to social change. A momentous scholarly achievement as well
as a moving testimony to the human spirit, American Prophets represents a
major contribution to the history of religion in American politics. This book is
essential reading for anyone who is concerned about social justice, or who wants
to know what prophetic thought and action can mean in today's world.
Heschel's classic work on Maimonides, originally published in Berlin during the
thirties, is one of the few scholarly biographies available of the great medieval
philosopher.
The ubiquity of friendship in human culture contributes to the fallacy that ideas
about friendship have not changed and remained consistent throughout history. It
is only when we begin to inquire into the nature and significance of the concept in
specific contexts that we discover how complex it truly is. Covering the vast
expanse of Jewish tradition, from ancient Israel to the twenty-first century, this
collection of essays traces the history of the beliefs, rituals, and social practices
surrounding friendship in Jewish life. Employing diverse methodological
approaches, this volume explores the particulars of the many varied forms that
friendship has taken in the different regions where Jews have lived, including the
ancient Near East, the Greco-Roman world, Europe, and the United Sates. The
four sections—friendship between men, friendship between women, challenges to
friendship, and friendships that cross boundaries, especially between Jews and
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Christians, or men and women—represent and exemplify universal themes and
questions about human interrelationships. This pathbreaking and timely study will
inspire further research and provide the groundwork for future explorations of the
topic. In addition to the editor, the contributors are Martha Ackelsberg, Michela
Andreatta, Joseph Davis, Glenn Dynner, Eitan P. Fishbane, Susannah Heschel,
Daniel Jütte, Eyal Levinson, Saul M. Olyan, George Savran, and Hava TiroshSamuelson.
"This book examines the liberation journey that is the heart of the Hebrew
Scriptures. The work begins with a careful reading of narrative, prophetic and
legal texts from the Hebrew Scriptures. All of these texts reveal exodus, the
journey from constriction, as a fundamental biblical concern. After showing how
the message of the Hebrew Prophets represents a consistent theme throughout
Scripture, the author traces the further refinement of these liberation themes in
contemporary writers and prophets such as Abraham Joshua Heschel, Martin
Buber, Paulo Freire, Gustavo Guttiérez, Erich Fromm, Martin Luther King,
Beverly Harrison, Maya Angelou, Robin Wall Kimmerer and bell hooks. The book
shows how the insights of these prophets, ancient and modern, offer guidance for
confronting current challenges for readers of all faiths and
backgrounds"--Provided by publisher.
Elegant, passionate, and filled with the love of God's creation, Abraham Joshua
Heschel's The Sabbath has been hailed as a classic of Jewish spirituality ever
since its original publication--and has been read by thousands of people seeking
meaning in modern life. In this brief yet profound meditation on the meaning of
the Seventh Day, Heschel, one of the most widely respected religious leaders of
the twentieth century, introduced the influential idea of an 'architecture of
holiness" that appears not in space but in time. Judaism, he argues, is a religion
of time: it finds meaning not in space and the materials things that fill it but in time
and the eternity that imbues it, so that 'the Sabbaths are our greatcatherdrals.'
Selected passages from the writings of the prophetic Polish-born Jewish scholar
and thinker provide an introduction to his thought and a survey-commentary on
twentieth-century human needs, problems, struggles, and potentials
Abraham Heschel is a seminal name in religious studies and the author of Man Is
Not Alone and God in Search of Man. When The Prophets was first published in
1962, it was immediately recognized as a masterpiece of biblical scholarship.
The Prophets provides a unique opportunity for readers of the Old Testament,
both Christian and Jewish, to gain fresh and deep knowledge of Israel's prophetic
movement. The author's profound understanding of the prophets also opens the
door to new insight into the philosophy of religion.
Explores despair and hope in Hasidism as Heschel experienced it himself
through study of the Baal Shem Tov and the Kotzker Rebbe.
“Through Heschel, Held’s work reaches out more broadly to treat us to a
profound discussion of the great issues in contemporary Jewish theology” (Arthur
Green, Hebrew College Rabbinical School). Abraham Joshua Heschel
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(1907–1972) was a prolific scholar, impassioned theologian, and prominent
activist who participated in the black civil rights movement and the campaign
against the Vietnam War. He has been hailed as a hero, honored as a visionary,
and endlessly quoted as a devotional writer. In this sympathetic, yet critical,
examination, Shai Held elicits the overarching themes and unity of Heschel’s
incisive and insightful thought. Focusing on the idea of transcendence—or the
movement from self-centeredness to God-centeredness—Held puts Heschel into
dialogue with contemporary Jewish thinkers, Christian theologians, devotional
writers, and philosophers of religion. “Shai Held’s book is a master class in one
of the most significant Jewish voices of our time.” —Tablet “In this lucid and
elegant study, one of the keenest minds in Jewish theology in our time probes
the vision of one of the most profound spiritual writers of the twentieth century,
uncovering a unity that others have missed and shedding light not only on
Heschel but also on the characteristically modern habits of mind that impede the
knowledge of God. The book is especially valuable for the connections it draws
with other philosophers, theologians, and spiritual writers, Jewish and Christian.
Enthusiastically recommended!” —Jon D. Levenson, Harvard University “[A]
thoughtful, illuminating new study of Heschel’s thought . . . It is one of the many
virtues of Shai Held’s book that it helps us to place Heschel alongside not only
Kaplan but Halevi, Horovitz, and Rav Nahman?as well as the Psalmist.” —Jewish
Review of Books
The importance and meaning of the Eucharist to the Catholic Church is defined
The excerpts in this book have been grouped around the major themes of
Heschel's spiritual vision, God, Prayer, Sabbath, Religion, and so on.
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