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The Promise Of A Pencil How An Ordinary Person Can Create Extraordinary
Change
The Promise of Happiness is a provocative cultural critique of the imperative to be happy. It asks what follows when we
make our desires and even our own happiness conditional on the happiness of others: “I just want you to be happy”;
“I’m happy if you’re happy.” Combining philosophy and feminist cultural studies, Sara Ahmed reveals the affective and
moral work performed by the “happiness duty,” the expectation that we will be made happy by taking part in that which is
deemed good, and that by being happy ourselves, we will make others happy. Ahmed maintains that happiness is a
promise that directs us toward certain life choices and away from others. Happiness is promised to those willing to live
their lives in the right way. Ahmed draws on the intellectual history of happiness, from classical accounts of ethics as the
good life, through seventeenth-century writings on affect and the passions, eighteenth-century debates on virtue and
education, and nineteenth-century utilitarianism. She engages with feminist, antiracist, and queer critics who have shown
how happiness is used to justify social oppression, and how challenging oppression causes unhappiness. Reading
novels and films including Mrs. Dalloway, The Well of Loneliness, Bend It Like Beckham, and Children of Men, Ahmed
considers the plight of the figures who challenge and are challenged by the attribution of happiness to particular objects
or social ideals: the feminist killjoy, the unhappy queer, the angry black woman, and the melancholic migrant. Through
her readings she raises critical questions about the moral order imposed by the injunction to be happy.
"Amira, look at me," Muma insists.She collects both my hands in hers."The Janjaweed attack without warning.If ever they
come-- run." Finally, Amira is twelve. Old enough to wear a toob, old enough for new responsibilities. And maybe old
enough to go to school in Nyala-- Amira's one true dream. But life in her peaceful Sudanese village is shattered when the
Janjaweed arrive. The terrifying attackers ravage the town and unleash unspeakable horrors. After she loses nearly
everything, Amira needs to dig deep within herself to find the strength to make the long journey-- on foot-- to safety at a
refugee camp. Her days are tough at the camp, until the gift of a simple red pencil opens her mind-- and all kinds of
possibilities. New York Times bestselling and Coretta Scott King Award-winning author Andrea Davis Pinkney's powerful
verse and Coretta Scott King Award-winning artist Shane W. Evans's breathtaking illustrations combine to tell an
inspiring tale of one girl's triumph against all odds.
A cross between The Promise of a Pencil and She Means Business, this book from the co-founder of a charity dedicated
to bringing education to students in rural Kenya demonstrates how finding your purpose can change the world and
change your life. THE WORLD IS WAITING FOR YOUR BIG DREAM! Imagine if everyone took a few minutes each day
to make the world a better place using their unique talents fueled by their deepest passions. What an amazing world we
would live in! This book is your guide to discovering your passion, living your purpose, and making a positive impact on
the world. Amy McLaren's passion for world travel and education kickstarted her journey from unfulfilled schoolteacher to
the purpose-driven founder of Village Impact, a charity that provides education for nearly 5,000 kids in Kenya in
partnership with local communities. But this book isn't about doing exactly what Amy did or following a template to start a
business or non-profit--it's about making your big dream into a reality. Learn how to: • Feed your brain with possibility to
discover your passion. • Surround yourself with positivity and support. • Tap into the strengths and connections you
already have. • Get out of your comfort zone and eliminate self-doubt for good. • Trust in yourself and have faith that
things will work out. • Leave a legacy of good.
Nobel Peace Prize winner and New York Times bestselling author Malala Yousafzai's first picture book, inspired by her
own childhood. Malala's first picture book will inspire young readers everywhere to find the magic all around them. As a
child in Pakistan, Malala made a wish for a magic pencil. She would use it to make everyone happy, to erase the smell of
garbage from her city, to sleep an extra hour in the morning. But as she grew older, Malala saw that there were more
important things to wish for. She saw a world that needed fixing. And even if she never found a magic pencil, Malala
realized that she could still work hard every day to make her wishes come true. This beautifully illustrated volume tells
Malala's story for a younger audience and shows them the worldview that allowed Malala to hold on to hope even in the
most difficult of times. "This is a wonderful read for younger students that will also provide insight and encourage
discussion about the wider world. ... The simplicity of Yousafzai's writing and the powerful message she sends, make this
book inspirational for all." -- School Library Journal
Traces the inspirational story behind the creator of the service-oriented program dedicated to transforming inner-city
communities by providing educational opportunities for at-risk children, chronicling the author's own transformation from a
thrill-seeking corporate financer to a dedicated advocate.
Part memoir of life in Taiwan, part love story—a beautifully told account of China’s brilliant cuisines…with recipes. At the
Chinese Table describes in vivid detail how, during the 1970s and ’80s, celebrated cookbook writer and illustrator
Carolyn Phillips crosses China’s endless cultural and linguistic chasms and falls in love. During her second year in
Taipei, she meets scholar and epicurean J. H. Huang, who nourishes her intellectually over luscious meals from every
part of China. And then, before she knows it, Carolyn finds herself the unwelcome candidate for eldest daughter-in-law in
a traditional Chinese family. This warm, refreshingly candid memoir is a coming-of-age story set against a background of
the Chinese diaspora and a family whose ancestry is intricately intertwined with that of their native land. Carolyn’s
reticent father-in-law—a World War II fighter pilot and hero—eventually embraces her presence by showing her how to recreate centuries-old Hakka dishes from family recipes. In the meantime, she brushes up on the classic cuisines of the
North in an attempt to win over J. H.’s imperious mother, whose father had been a warlord’s lieutenant. Fortunately for
J. H. and Carolyn, the tense early days of their relationship blossom into another kind of cultural and historical education
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as Carolyn masters both the language and many of China’s extraordinary cuisines. With illustrations and twenty-two
recipes, At the Chinese Table is a culinary adventure like no other that captures the diversity of China’s cuisines, from
the pen of a world-class scholar and gourmet.
To compete with today's increasing globalization and rapidly evolving technologies, individuals and organizations must
take their ability to learn—the foundation for continuous improvement, operational excellence, and innovation—to a much
higher level. In Learn or Die, Edward D. Hess combines recent advances in neuroscience, psychology, behavioral
economics, and education with key research on high-performance businesses to create an actionable blueprint for
becoming a leading-edge learning organization. Learn or Die examines the process of learning from an individual and an
organizational standpoint. From an individual perspective, the book discusses the cognitive, emotional, motivational,
attitudinal, and behavioral factors that promote better learning. Organizationally, Learn or Die focuses on the kinds of
structures, culture, leadership, employee learning behaviors, and human resource policies that are necessary to create
an environment that enables critical and innovative thinking, learning conversations, and collaboration. The volume also
provides strategies to mitigate the reality that humans can be reflexive, lazy thinkers who seek confirmation of what they
believe to be true and affirmation of their self-image. Exemplar learning organizations discussed include the secretive
Bridgewater Associates, LP; Intuit, Inc.; United Parcel Service (UPS); W. L. Gore & Associates; and IDEO.
Since 2000, approximately 440,000 Mexicans have migrated to the United States every year. Tens of thousands have left
children behind in Mexico to do so. For these parents, migration is a sacrifice. What do parents expect to accomplish by
dividing their families across borders? How do families manage when they are living apart? More importantly, do parents'
relocations yield the intended results? Probing the experiences of migrant parents, children in Mexico, and their
caregivers, Joanna Dreby offers an up-close and personal account of the lives of families divided by borders. What she
finds is that the difficulties endured by transnational families make it nearly impossible for parents' sacrifices to result in
the benefits they expect. Yet, paradoxically, these hardships reinforce family members' commitments to each other. A
story both of adversity and the intensity of family ties, Divided by Borders is an engaging and insightful investigation of
the ways Mexican families struggle and ultimately persevere in a global economy.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES, WALL STREET JOURNAL, AND BOSTON GLOBE BESTSELLER • One of the most acclaimed books of
our time: an unforgettable memoir about a young woman who, kept out of school, leaves her survivalist family and goes on to earn
a PhD from Cambridge University “Extraordinary . . . an act of courage and self-invention.”—The New York Times NAMED ONE
OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW • ONE OF PRESIDENT BARACK
OBAMA’S FAVORITE BOOKS OF THE YEAR • BILL GATES’S HOLIDAY READING LIST • FINALIST: National Book Critics
Circle’s Award In Autobiography and John Leonard Prize For Best First Book • PEN/Jean Stein Book Award • Los Angeles Times
Book Prize Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom.
Her family was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children received an education, and no
one to intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers became violent. When another brother got himself into college, Tara decided
to try a new kind of life. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to
Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home. “Beautiful and
propulsive . . . Despite the singularity of [Westover’s] childhood, the questions her book poses are universal: How much of
ourselves should we give to those we love? And how much must we betray them to grow up?”—Vogue NAMED ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • O: The Oprah Magazine • Time • NPR • Good Morning America • San
Francisco Chronicle • The Guardian • The Economist • Financial Times • Newsday • New York Post • theSkimm • Refinery29 •
Bloomberg • Self • Real Simple • Town & Country • Bustle • Paste • Publishers Weekly • Library Journal • LibraryReads • Book
Riot • Pamela Paul, KQED • New York Public Library
Eleven-year-old Tilly saved lives in Thailand by warning people that a tsunami was coming. Fifteen-year-old Malika fought against
segregation in her Alabama town. Ten-year-old Jean-Dominic won a battle against pesticides—and the cancer they caused in his
body. Six-year-old Ryan raised $800,000 to drill water wells in Africa. And twelve-year-old Haruka invented a new environmentally
friendly way to scoop dog poop. With the right role models, any child can be a hero. Thirty true stories profile kids who used their
heads, their hearts, their courage, and sometimes their stubbornness to help others and do extraordinary things. As young readers
meet these boys and girls from around the world, they may wonder, “What kind of hero lives inside of me?”
“[S]tirring . . . a bold, inspiring and ultimately hopeful book.” —Arianna Huffington, cofounder and editor-in-chief of The Huffington
Post and author of the New York Times bestseller Thrive “A beautiful portrait of the power of hope and love in the healing of a
person, a community, and a country.” —Gabrielle Giffords, former congresswoman and New York Times bestselling author Kaitlin
Roig-DeBellis is the first-grade teacher at Sandy Hook Elementary School who saved her entire class of fifteen six- and-sevenyear-olds from the tragic events that took place on December 14, 2012, by piling them into a single-occupancy bathroom within her
classroom, mere feet from the brutal and indiscriminate massacre taking place outside the door. Since then, despite the
unimaginably painful experiences she endured, she has chosen to share her experience with others, in the hope that they, too,
can find light in dark moments. Choosing Hope is a lot of things. A written witness to a tragedy that will never be forgotten. A
gripping firsthand testament to the power of good over the power of destruction. An inspirational memoir by a brave young woman
whose story is one of courage, heroism, faith, and resilience. And a celebration of all the people who make the choice to pass
along their hope and positivity to young ones—parents, mentors, and especially teachers. There is no moving on, but there is
always moving forward. And how we move forward is a choice. *Books for a Better Life Award Finalist*
Feeling out of place in spite of possessing considerable social skills that help her to navigate the pitfalls of young adult life, 16-yearold Josie realizes that her sister has picked the wrong man to marry and questions her beliefs about true love in the face of
complicated secrets and semantics. Simultaneous eBook.
Guided by “Akira-sensei,” John comes to realize the greatest adversity on his journey will be the challenge of defeating the man in
the mirror. This powerful story of one boy’s journey to achieve his life long goal of becoming a samurai warrior, brings the Train to
be CLUTCH curriculum to life in a powerful and memorable way. Some things you will learn... —No matter how it feels, you are
always building your own house. —How and why you must surrender to the outcome in order to be at your best. —Why you never
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want to have your identity wrapped up in what you do. —Why your strength lies in faithfulness to the little things. —How to develop a
heart posture of gratitude. —How to use the biggest challenges as a training ground for greatness. —Why the process is more
important than the goal. —Why comparison is the thief of all joy. —How to develop a growth mindset. —Why talent is more of a curse
than a blessing. “So many valuable stories and lessons!” —Nick Ahmed, Arizona Diamondbacks
Do you want more free books like this? Download our app for free at https://www.QuickRead.com/App and get access to hundreds
of free book and audiobook summaries. Founded on just $25, international charity Pencils of Promise has built more than 200
schools in developing countries around the world. This book tells the story of the charity’s growth and the mission of its founder,
Adam Braun The Promise of a Pencil illustrates the simple key theories that characterize Adam Braun’s inspiring mission. In
addition to telling the story of Braun’s charity, the principles outlined in this book will guide readers to find their passion, maximize
their potential, and live a life full of joy and meaning through serving others.
Since software programs have come to dominate offices and studios, the pencil has become a symbol for creative freedom. In
other words, the work you do on the computer is what you do for work, to pay the rent, whereas the stuff you do with your pencil is
the stuff you do for fun. Apart from stimulating the world's most important creative minds, the pencil has become the modern
creative's ultimate fetish. This book presents a unique collection of close-up pictures of pencils from some of our foremost artists,
designers, writers, architects, and musicians. What makes these pictures compelling is the fact that they somehow reflect the
creative personalities of their owners: Philippe Starck's is a stylish black and red, Paul Smith's is a classic jewel-like thing worth
£3,000 (a present from Jonathan Ive), William Boyd's is nicely aged and rusty, while Anish Kapoor's is sculpted into a mini
ArcelorMittal Orbital tower. The pictures are complemented by materials such as sketches, quotes and brief interviews, giving a
further insight into the workings of these great creative minds.
Here's the perfect back-to-school gift for budding artists. Like the creator's previous picture book, My Dog Is as Smelly as Dirty
Socks, this picture book encourages children to be creative and make their own object portraits. It's a fun activity for home or for
the classroom. You can even check out portraits made by other readers in the "kids' gallery" of author Hanoch Piven's Web site,
www.pivenworld.com—and while you're at it, send in your own! Learn how to create a funny librarian, a colorful art teacher, or your
best friend by seeing how one girl does it in this simple, playful picture book that's comprised of portraits made of objects. Once
the girl has talked about—and drawn—the key figures in her school, she ends with the pièce de résistance—a class portrait!
A common man’s journey... YOUR ROAD MAP TO ACHIEVING FINANCIAL FREEDOM AND LIVING YOUR DREAMS Financial freedom is
not defined by your net worth or your social status. It does not matter how much you earn – what matters is how much you can save and
invest wisely. The secret to financial freedom is learning the basic concepts of planning well and adopting the right attitude. But how does one
achieve this? Written by a common man for the common man, this book will help you lead a financially independent and conscious life.
Everyone around us is trapped in a mindless rat race. If you’ve resolved to take control of your finances and construct a personal finance
plan, From the Rat Race to Financial Freedom is a good starting point.
The Promise of a PencilHow an Ordinary Person Can Create Extraordinary ChangeSimon and Schuster
In the tradition of Kabul Beauty School and Start Something That Matters comes an inspiring story of social entrepreneurship from the cofounder of Kiva, the first online microlending platform for the working poor. Featuring lessons learned from successful businesses in the
world’s poorest countries, Jessica Jackley’s Clay Water Brick will motivate readers to more deeply appreciate the incredible entrepreneurial
potential that exists in every human being on this planet—especially themselves. “The heart of entrepreneurship is never about what we have.
It’s about what we do.” Meet Patrick, who had next to nothing and started a thriving business using just the ground beneath his feet . . .
Blessing, who built her shop right in the middle of the road, refusing to take the chance that her customers might pass her by . . . Constance,
who cornered the banana market in her African village with her big personality and sense of mission. Patrick, Blessing, Constance, and many
others are among the poorest of the world’s poor. And yet they each had crucial lessons to teach Jessica Jackley—lessons about resilience,
creativity, perseverance, and, above all, entrepreneurship. For as long as she could remember, Jackley, the co-founder of the revolutionary
microlending site Kiva, had a singular and urgent ambition: to help alleviate global poverty. While in her twenties, she set off for Africa to
finally meet the people she had long dreamed of helping. The insights of those she met changed her understanding. Today she believes that
many of the most inspiring entrepreneurs in the world are not focused on high-tech ventures or making a lot of money; instead, they wake up
every day and build better lives for themselves, their families, and their communities, regardless of the things they lack or the obstacles they
encounter. As Jackley puts it, “The greatest entrepreneurs succeed not because of what they possess but because of what they are
determined to do.” In Clay Water Brick, Jackley challenges readers to embrace entrepreneurship as a powerful force for change in the world.
She shares her own story of founding Kiva with little more than a laptop and a dream, and the stories and the lessons she has learned from
those across the globe who are doing the most with the least. Praise for Clay Water Brick “Jessica Jackley didn’t wait for permission to
change the world—she just did it. It turns out that you can too.”—Seth Godin, author of What to Do When It’s Your Turn “Fascinating . . .
gripping . . . bursting with lessons . . . Jessica Jackley has written a remarkable book . . . so thoroughly well meaning and engagingly put it is
too magnetic to put down.”—Financial Times “Clay Water Brick is a tremendously inspiring read. Jessica Jackley, the virtuoso co-founder of
the revolutionary microlending platform Kiva, shares uplifting stories and compelling lessons on entrepreneurship, resilience, and
character.”—Adam Grant, author of Give and Take “A blueprint for anyone who wants to make the world a better place and find fulfillment in
the process, no matter how scarce their resources or how steep the challenge.”—Arianna Huffington “This book is inspirational. And honest
and practical. . . . Well written, thoughtful: a selfless account of how to succeed by doing right and following your heart.”—Booklist
Alison Thompson, a filmmaker living in New York City, was enjoying Christmas with her boyfriend in 2004 when she saw the news reports
online: a 9.3 magnitude earthquake had struck the sea near Indonesia, triggering a massive tsunami that hit much of southern Asia. As she
watched the death toll climb, Thompson had one thought: She had to go help. A few years earlier, she had spent eight months volunteering at
Ground Zero after 9/11. She’d learned then that when disaster strikes, it’s not just the firemen and Red Cross who are needed—every single
person can make a difference. With $300 in cash, some basic medical supplies, and a vague idea that she’d go wherever she was needed,
Thompson headed to Sri Lanka. Along with a small team of volunteers, she settled in a coastal town that had been hit especially hard and
began tending to people’s injuries, giving out food and water, playing games with the children, collecting dead bodies, and helping rebuild the
local school and homes that had been destroyed. Thompson had intended to stay for two weeks; she ended up staying for fourteen months.
She and her team helped start new businesses and set up the first tsunami early-warning center in Sri Lanka, which continues to save lives
today. The Third Wave tells the inspiring story of how volunteering changed Thompson’s life. It begins with her first real introduction to
disaster relief after 9/11 and ends with her more recent efforts in Haiti, where she has helped create and run, with Sean Penn, an internallydisplaced-person camp and field hospital for more than 65,000 Haitians who lost their homes in the 2010 earthquake. In The Third Wave,
Thompson provides an invaluable inside glimpse into what really happens on the ground after a disaster—and a road map for what anyone
can do to help. As Alison Thompson shows, with some resilience, a healthy sense of humor, and the desire to make a difference, we all have
what it takes to change the world for the better.
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Explains how to achieve personal and professional goals by building close, trusting relationships with others that help facilitate creative
feedback, encouragement, and long-term success.
A true story of making a difference: “What does your family stand for? Read this book—it will change your life” (Daniel H. Pink). It all started
when fourteen-year-old Hannah Salwen had a “eureka” moment. Seeing a homeless man in her neighborhood at the same moment when a
glistening Mercedes coupe pulled up, she said “You know, Dad, if that man had a less nice car, that man there could have a meal.” Until that
day, the Salwens had been caught up like so many of us in the classic American dream—providing a good life for their children, accumulating
more and more stuff, doing their part but not really feeling it. So when Hannah was stopped in her tracks by this glaring disparity, her parents
knew they had to do something. As a family, they made the extraordinary decision to sell their Atlanta mansion, downsize to a house half its
size, and give half of the sale price to a worthy charity. What began as an outlandish scheme became a remarkable journey that transported
them across the globe and well out of their comfort zone. In the end they learned that they had the power to change a little corner of the
world—and found that it changed them, too. “You feel lighter reading this book, as if the heavy weight of house and car and appliances, the
need to collect these things to feel safe as a family, are lifted and replaced by something that makes much more sense.” —Los Angeles Times
“This tale is a sturdy one that is made even more emphatic by Davies’s terse writing style. The text is heightened in every way by Carlin’s
outstanding mixed-media artwork.” — Booklist (starred review) On a mean street in a mean, broken city, a young girl tries to snatch an old
woman’s bag. But the frail old woman says the thief can’t have it without giving something in return: the promise. It is the beginning of a
journey that will change the girl’s life — and a chance to change the world, for good.
An inside look at America's most controversial charter schools, and the moral and political questions around public education and school
choice. The promise of public education is excellence for all. But that promise has seldom been kept for low-income children of color in
America. In How the Other Half Learns, teacher and education journalist Robert Pondiscio focuses on Success Academy, the network of
controversial charter schools in New York City founded by Eva Moskowitz, who has created something unprecedented in American
education: a way for large numbers of engaged and ambitious low-income families of color to get an education for their children that equals
and even exceeds what wealthy families take for granted. Her results are astonishing, her methods unorthodox. Decades of well-intended
efforts to improve our schools and close the "achievement gap" have set equity and excellence at war with each other: If you are wealthy,
with the means to pay private school tuition or move to an affluent community, you can get your child into an excellent school. But if you are
poor and black or brown, you have to settle for "equity" and a lecture--about fairness. About the need to be patient. And about how school
choice for you only damages public schools for everyone else. Thousands of parents have chosen Success Academy, and thousands more
sit on waiting lists to get in. But Moskowitz herself admits Success Academy "is not for everyone," and this raises uncomfortable questions
we'd rather not ask, let alone answer: What if the price of giving a first-rate education to children least likely to receive it means
acknowledging that you can't do it for everyone? What if some problems are just too hard for schools alone to solve?
"The perfect guide for a course correction in life, away from materialism and its empty promise" (Deepak Chopra), Watts shows us how—in an
age of unprecedented anxiety—we must embrace the present and live fully in the now in order to live a fulfilling life. Spending all our time
trying to anticipate and plan for the future and to lamenting the past, we forget to embrace the here and now. We are so concerned with
tomorrow that we forget to enjoy today. Drawing from Eastern philosophy and religion, Alan Watts shows that it is only by acknowledging
what we do not—and cannot—know that we can learn anything truly worth knowing. “Perhaps the foremost interpreter of Eastern disciplines for
the contemporary West, Watts had the rare gift of ‘writing beautifully the unwritable.’” —Los Angeles Times
BREAKING NEWS: Amanda Lindhout’s lead kidnapper, Ali Omar Ader, has been caught. Amanda Lindhout wrote about her fifteen month
abduction in Somalia in A House in the Sky. It is the New York Times bestselling memoir of a woman whose curiosity led her to the world’s
most remote places and then into captivity: “Exquisitely told…A young woman’s harrowing coming-of-age story and an extraordinary narrative
of forgiveness and spiritual triumph” (The New York Times Book Review). As a child, Amanda Lindhout escaped a violent household by
paging through issues of National Geographic and imagining herself visiting its exotic locales. At the age of nineteen, working as a cocktail
waitress, she began saving her tips so she could travel the globe. Aspiring to understand the world and live a significant life, she backpacked
through Latin America, Laos, Bangladesh, and India, and emboldened by each adventure, went on to Sudan, Syria, and Pakistan. In warridden Afghanistan and Iraq she carved out a fledgling career as a television reporter. And then, in August 2008, she traveled to
Somalia—“the most dangerous place on earth.” On her fourth day, she was abducted by a group of masked men along a dusty road. Held
hostage for 460 days, Amanda survives on memory—every lush detail of the world she experienced in her life before captivity—and on
strategy, fortitude, and hope. When she is most desperate, she visits a house in the sky, high above the woman kept in chains, in the dark.
Vivid and suspenseful, as artfully written as the finest novel, A House in the Sky is “a searingly unsentimental account. Ultimately it is
compassion—for her naïve younger self, for her kidnappers—that becomes the key to Lindhout’s survival” (O, The Oprah Magazine).
Using the Convention on the Rights of the Child as a framework, issues such as child trafficking, child soldiers and child maltreatment are
examined in nations around the world, as well as efforts to solve these problems.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • An inspiring personal story of redemption, second chances, and the transformative power within us all,
from the founder and CEO of the nonprofit charity: water. At 28 years old, Scott Harrison had it all. A top nightclub promoter in New York City,
his life was an endless cycle of drugs, booze, models—repeat. But 10 years in, desperately unhappy and morally bankrupt, he asked himself,
"What would the exact opposite of my life look like?" Walking away from everything, Harrison spent the next 16 months on a hospital ship in
West Africa and discovered his true calling. In 2006, with no money and less than no experience, Harrison founded charity: water. Today, his
organization has raised over $400 million to bring clean drinking water to more than 10 million people around the globe. In Thirst, Harrison
recounts the twists and turns that built charity: water into one of the most trusted and admired nonprofits in the world. Renowned for its 100%
donation model, bold storytelling, imaginative branding, and radical commitment to transparency, charity: water has disrupted how social
entrepreneurs work while inspiring millions of people to join its mission of bringing clean water to everyone on the planet within our lifetime. In
the tradition of such bestselling books as Shoe Dog and Mountains Beyond Mountains, Thirst is a riveting account of how to build a better
charity, a better business, a better life—and a gritty tale that proves it’s never too late to make a change. 100% of the author’s net proceeds
from Thirst will go to fund charity: water projects around the world.
A Man. A Mission. GREENPEACE CAPTAIN PETER WILLCOX has been a Captain for Greenpeace for over 30 years. He would never call
himself a hero, but he is recognized on every ocean and continent for devoting his entire life to saving the planet. He has led the most
compelling and dangerous Greenpeace actions to bring international attention to the destruction of our environment. From the globally
televised imprisonment of his crew, the "Arctic 30," by Russian Commandos to international conspiracies involving diamond smuggling, guntrading and Al-Qaeda, Willcox has braved the unimaginable and triumphed. This is his story--which begins when he was a young man sailing
with Pete Seeger and continues right up to his becoming the iconic environmentalist he is today. His daring adventures and courageous
determination will inspire readers everywhere.
A narrative account of the author's investigation into the world's economic gap describes her rediscovery of a blue sweater she had given
away to Goodwill and found on a child in Rwanda, in a passionate call to action that relates her work as a venture capitalist on behalf of
impoverished nations. Reprint.
The riveting story of how a young man turned $25 into more than 200 schools around the world and the guiding steps anyone can take to
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lead a successful and significant life. Adam Braun began working summers at hedge funds when he was just sixteen years old, sprinting
down the path to a successful Wall Street career. But while traveling he met a young boy begging on the streets of India, who after being
asked what he wanted most in the world, simply answered, “A pencil.” This small request led to a staggering series of events that took Braun
backpacking through dozens of countries before eventually leaving one of the world’s most prestigious jobs to found Pencils of Promise, the
organization he started with just $25 that has since built more than 200 schools around the world. The Promise of a Pencil chronicles Braun’s
journey to find his calling, as each chapter explains one clear step that every person can take to turn your biggest ambitions into reality, even
if you start with as little as $25. His story takes readers behind the scenes with business moguls and village chiefs, world-famous celebrities
and hometown heroes. Driven by compelling stories and shareable insights, this is a vivid and inspiring book that will give you the tools to
make your own life a story worth telling. *All proceeds from this book will support Pencils of Promise.
A collection of articles from Rethinking Schools magazine.

The author describes how he left a lucrative business consulting job to found the nonprofit Pencils of Promise, an organization
responsible for building schools for the poor in developing countries around the world and which recently completed its two
hundredth school.
From the best-selling artist and YouTube art instructor, this book features step-by-step lessons that show you how to draw
professional-quality portraits, landscapes, travel sketches, and animals using only two ordinary pencils. Great art doesn't have to
be expensive. For the cost of a regular graphite writing pencil and an equally ordinary black colored pencil, you can create
drawings worthy of framing and displaying. In this straightforward, aspiring artist's guide to rendering a variety of popular subjects
with only two pencils, artist and art instructor Mark Crilley presents a direct, approachable, and achievable method for drawing just
about anything. The Two-Pencil Method breaks down Crilley's techniques across six chapters of five lessons each. In each lesson,
you'll learn how the two-pencil method can add depth and shading, allowing you to create bold and distinctive drawings that go
beyond mere sketchbook doodles. The book moves from a primer on drawing basics to step-by-step examples of still lifes,
landscapes, animals, travel sketches, and portraits. With each chapter, Crilley's confident and encouraging voice and expert
insights demonstrate how to achieve stunning artistic results from the simplest of art materials.
The instant New York Times bestseller and publishing phenomenon: Marina Keegan’s posthumous collection of award-winning
essays and stories “sparkles with talent, humanity, and youth” (O, The Oprah Magazine). Marina Keegan’s star was on the rise
when she graduated magna cum laude from Yale in May 2012. She had a play that was to be produced at the New York Fringe
Festival and a job waiting for her at The New Yorker. Tragically, five days after graduation, Marina died in a car crash. Marina left
behind a rich, deeply expansive trove of writing that, like her title essay, captures the hope, uncertainty, and possibility of her
generation. Her short story “Cold Pastoral” was published on NewYorker.com. Her essay “Even Artichokes Have Doubts” was
excerpted in the Financial Times, and her book was the focus of a Nicholas Kristof column in The New York Times. Millions of her
contemporaries have responded to her work on social media. As Marina wrote: “We can still do anything. We can change our
minds. We can start over…We’re so young. We can’t, we MUST not lose this sense of possibility because in the end, it’s all we
have.” The Opposite of Loneliness is an unforgettable collection of Marina’s essays and stories that articulates the universal
struggle all of us face as we figure out what we aspire to be and how we can harness our talents to impact the world. “How do you
mourn the loss of a fiery talent that was barely a tendril before it was snuffed out? Answer: Read this book. A clear-eyed observer
of human nature, Keegan could take a clever idea...and make it something beautiful” (People).
The incredible story of the man behind TOMS Shoes and One for One, the revolutionary business model that marries fun, profit,
and social good. “A creative and open-hearted business model for our times.”—The Wall Street Journal Why this book is for you: •
You’re ready to make a difference in the world—through your own start-up business, a nonprofit organization, or a new project that
you create within your current job. • You want to love your work, work for what you love, and have a positive impact on the
world—all at the same time. • You’re inspired by charity: water, method, and FEED Projects and want to learn how these
organizations got their start. • You’re curious about how someone who never made a pair of shoes, attended fashion school, or
worked in retail created one of the fastest-growing footwear companies in the world by giving shoes away. • You’re looking for a
new model of success to share with your children, students, co-workers, and members of your community. You’re ready to start
something that matters.
"Tony Wagner and venture capitalist Ted Dintersmith call for a complete overhaul of the function and focus of American schools,
sharing insights and stories from the front lines, including profiles of successful students, teachers, parents, and business leaders.
[The book proposes] a new vision of American education, one that puts wonder, creativity, and initiative at the very heart of the
learning process and prepares students for today's economy"-In the tradition of The Promise of a Pencil and Kisses from Katie comes an inspirational memoir by the founder of Comfort Cases
about his turbulent childhood in the foster care system and the countless obstacles and discrimination he endured in adopting his
four children. Rob Scheer never thought that he would be living the life he is now. He’s happily married to his partner and love of
his life, he’s the father of four beautiful children, and he’s the founder of an organization that makes life better for thousands of
children in the foster care system. But life wasn’t always like this. Growing up in an abusive household before his placement in
foster care, Rob had all the odds stacked against him. Kicked out of his foster family’s home within weeks after turning
eighteen—with a year left of high school to go—he had to resort to sleeping in his car and in public bathrooms. He suffered from
drug addiction and battled with depression, never knowing when his next meal would be or where he would sleep at night. But by
true perseverance, he was able to find his own path and achieve his wildest dreams. “A heartwarming, hopeful memoir brimming
with humanitarianism and compassion” (Kirkus Reviews), Rob’s story provides a glimpse into what it’s like to grow up in the
foster care system, and sheds necessary light on the children who are often treated without dignity. Both a timely call to action and
a courageous and candid account of life in the foster care system, A Forever Family ultimately leaves you with one message: one
person can make a difference.
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