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The Presidential Character Predicting Performance In The White House
The American Presidency examines the constitutional foundation of the executive office and the social, economic, political, and international
forces that have reshaped it along with the influence individual presidents have had. Authors Sidney Milkis and Michael Nelson look at each
presidency broadly, focusing on how individual presidents have sought to navigate the complex and ever-changing terrain of the executive
office and revealing the major developments that launched a modern presidency at the dawn of the twentieth century. By connecting
presidential conduct to the defining eras of American history and the larger context of politics and government in the United States, this awardwinning book offers perspective and insight on the limitations and possibilities of presidential power. In this Seventh Edition, marking the 25th
anniversary of The American Presidency’s publication, the authors add new scholarship to every chapter, reexamine the end of George W.
Bush’s tenure, assess President Obama’s first term in office, and explore Obama’s second term.
Since its development shaped by the turmoil of the World Wars and suspicion of new technologies such as film and radio, political
communication has become a hybrid field largely devoted to connecting the dots among political rhetoric, politicians and leaders, voters'
opinions, and media exposure to better understand how any one aspect can affect the others. In The Oxford Handbook of Political
Communication Kate Kenski and Kathleen Hall Jamieson bring together leading scholars, including founders of the field of political
communication Elihu Katz, Jay Blumler, Doris Graber, Max McCombs, and Thomas Paterson,to review the major findings about subjects
ranging from the effects of political advertising and debates and understandings and misunderstandings of agenda setting, framing, and
cultivation to the changing contours of social media use in politics and the functions of the press in a democratic system. The essays in this
volume reveal that political communication is a hybrid field with complex ancestry, permeable boundaries, and interests that overlap with
those of related fields such as political sociology, public opinion, rhetoric, neuroscience, and the new hybrid on the quad, media psychology.
This comprehensive review of the political communication literature is an indispensible reference for scholars and students interested in the
study of how, why, when, and with what effect humans make sense of symbolic exchanges about sharing and shared power. The sixty-two
chapters in The Oxford Handbook of Political Communication contain an overview of past scholarship while providing critical reflection of its
relevance in a changing media landscape and offering agendas for future research and innovation.
“A brilliant full-length portrait of Franklin Roosevelt the politician”—the first in an award-winning two-volume biography (The Christian Science
Monitor). Franklin Delano Roosevelt was the longest serving president in United States history, reshaping the country during the crises of the
Great Depression and World War II. But before his ascension to the presidency, FDR laid the groundwork for his unprecedented run with
decades of canny political maneuvering and steady consolidation of power. In this remarkable New York Times–bestselling biography,
Pulitzer Prize–winning historian James MacGregor Burns traces FDR’s rise and the peculiar blend of strength and cunning that made him
such a uniquely transformative figure. Weaving together lively narrative and impressive scholarship, Burns reconstructs his youth and
education at Groton and Harvard, his relationships with his cousins Theodore and Eleanor, his immersion in New York State politics, and his
rise to national prominence, all the way through his first two terms as president, which saw the historic New Deal take hold and the drumbeats
of World War II begin. Originally published in 1956, The Lion and the Fox was among the first studies of Roosevelt—and it remains a landmark
record of his ambitions, talents, and flaws. Hailed by the New York Times as “a sensitive, shrewd, and challenging book” and by Newsweek
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as “a case study unmatched in American political writings,” Burns’s stunning achievement is the life story of a fascinating political figure.
In the updated 2020 edition of this classic text, Allan J. Lichtman applies his trademark 13 keys to predicting the outcome of presidential
elections to every election since 1860 and shows readers the current state of the 2020 race, dispelling much of the mystery behind electoral
politics. An indispensable resource for political junkies!
"First edition published by Prentice Hall, Inc. 1972. Fourth edition published by Routledge 2009"--T.p. verso.
Political polarization in America is at an all-time high, and the conflict has moved beyond disagreements about matters of policy. For the first
time in more than twenty years, research has shown that members of both parties hold strongly unfavorable views of their opponents. This is
polarization rooted in social identity, and it is growing. The campaign and election of Donald Trump laid bare this fact of the American
electorate, its successful rhetoric of “us versus them” tapping into a powerful current of anger and resentment. With Uncivil Agreement,
Lilliana Mason looks at the growing social gulf across racial, religious, and cultural lines, which have recently come to divide neatly between
the two major political parties. She argues that group identifications have changed the way we think and feel about ourselves and our
opponents. Even when Democrats and Republicans can agree on policy outcomes, they tend to view one other with distrust and to work for
party victory over all else. Although the polarizing effects of social divisions have simplified our electoral choices and increased political
engagement, they have not been a force that is, on balance, helpful for American democracy. Bringing together theory from political science
and social psychology, Uncivil Agreement clearly describes this increasingly “social” type of polarization in American politics and will add
much to our understanding of contemporary politics.
Traces the development of the First Lady's role from obscurity into an influential force in politics, complete with office, staff and budgetary
resources to rival those of key presidential advisors. The author also explores the paradoxes surrounding activism in the office.
How do presidents lead? If presidential power is the power to persuade, why is there a lack of evidence of presidential persuasion? George
Edwards, one of the leading scholars of the American presidency, skillfully uses this contradiction as a springboard to examine--and
ultimately challenge--the dominant paradigm of presidential leadership. The Strategic President contends that presidents cannot create
opportunities for change by persuading others to support their policies. Instead, successful presidents facilitate change by recognizing
opportunities and fashioning strategies and tactics to exploit them. Edwards considers three extraordinary presidents--Abraham Lincoln,
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Ronald Reagan--and shows that despite their considerable rhetorical skills, the public was unresponsive to their
appeals for support. To achieve change, these leaders capitalized on existing public opinion. Edwards then explores the prospects for other
presidents to do the same to advance their policies. Turning to Congress, he focuses first on the productive legislative periods of FDR,
Lyndon Johnson, and Reagan, and finds that these presidents recognized especially favorable conditions for passing their agendas and
effectively exploited these circumstances while they lasted. Edwards looks at presidents governing in less auspicious circumstances, and
reveals that whatever successes these presidents enjoyed also resulted from the interplay of conditions and the presidents' skills at
understanding and exploiting them. The Strategic President revises the common assumptions of presidential scholarship and presents
significant lessons for presidents' basic strategies of governance.

A book entitled The Presidential Character is more timely and necessary than ever. This new issue of James David
Barber’s classic work appears almost 50 years after its first publication and yet reads like a roadmap to the 2020
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presidential election. Its subtitle, “Predicting Performance in the White House,” is an apt reflection on the election of
2016. With a revised and updated foreword by George C. Edwards III that brings in the Trump Administration, this book
argues that patterns in a person’s character, world view, and political style can allow us to anticipate his or her
performance as president. How would Barber have categorized Donald J. Trump, who appears to defy every presidential
type and norm? This question suggests one of the most provocative and appealing reasons for students, scholars, and
voters to re-read The Presidential Character at this particular juncture. What should we look for in a president? This text
offers explanations and predictions of the performance of past presidents and presidential candidates with many
cautionary tales looking forward. Features Presents a revised and updated foreword by presidential scholar George C.
Edwards III, Distinguished Professor of Political Science at Texas A&M University, that includes the advent of the Trump
Administration and highlights the book’s classic and enduring contributions. Includes predictions of presidential
performance from Nixon to Bush. Analyzes the media’s role in providing information about the political candidates and in
shaping public opinion of them. Draws on historical, biographical, and psychological research to help voters make
judicious choices in determining the country’s highest leaders. Encourages citizens to be actively involved scholars,
critics, and participants in their government.
This book, which examines the leadership styles and decisionmaking practices of presidents from Woodrow Wilson to Bill
Clinton, reflects the authors interest for over half a century in the impact of personality on the political behavior of our
political leaders. Its contents range from the story of the Georges collaboration on their pioneering stud
During the 2016 presidential election, America's election infrastructure was targeted by actors sponsored by the Russian
government. Securing the Vote: Protecting American Democracy examines the challenges arising out of the 2016 federal
election, assesses current technology and standards for voting, and recommends steps that the federal government,
state and local governments, election administrators, and vendors of voting technology should take to improve the
security of election infrastructure. In doing so, the report provides a vision of voting that is more secure, accessible,
reliable, and verifiable.
Analyzing the American presidents from George Washington to George W. Bush
This classic collection of studies, first published in 1980, contributes to the revival of interest in the powers and duties of
the American presidency. Unlike many previous books on the constitution and the president, the contributors to this
volume are political scientists, not law professors. Accordingly, they display political scientists' concern with structures as
well as power, with conflict between the branches of government as well as their functional separation, and with political
prescription as well as legal analysis. Underlying the entire volume is a persistent attention to the nature of executive
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power and its particular manifestation in the American system. Part One introduces the foundations that underlie
contemporary issues, including the famous James Madison-Alexander Hamilton debate over the powers of the
presidency. Contemporary political and scholarly controversies, which are the subjects of Part Two, include the
constitutionality of the War Powers Resolution of 1973, the legislative veto, executive privilege and secrecy, the character
of the presidency, presidential selection, and the nature of executive power. The essays in The Presidency in the
Constitutional Order represent some of the most cogent thought available about the highest elected office in America,
and the themes of the volume continue to be timely and provocative.
The Bush years have given rise to fears of a resurgent Imperial Presidency, but the problem cannot be solved simply by
bringing a new administration to power. Both Left and Right agree on the boundless nature of presidential responsibility.
For both sides, it is the president's job to grow the economy, teach our children well, save us from hurricanes, and even
to spread democracy abroad. In short, the Imperial Presidency is the price we pay for making the office the focus of our
national hopes and dreams. Combining historical scholarship, legal analysis, and cultural commentary, The Cult of the
Presidency argues that the presidency needs to be reined in, with its powers checked by Congress and the courts. Only
then will we begin to return the presidency to its proper constitutional role.
From the bestselling author of The Promise, the thrilling story of one of the most momentous contests in American
history, the Battle Royale between Obama and his enemies from the 2010 midterms through the 2013 inauguration. The
election of 2012 will be remembered as a hinge of history. With huge victories in the 2010 midterm elections the
Republican Party had blocked President Obama at every turn and made plans to wrench the country sharply to the right.
2012 offered the GOP a clear shot at controlling all three branches of government and repealing much of the social
contract dating back to the New Deal. Facing free-spending billionaires, Fox News, and a concerted effort in 19 states to
tilt the election by suppressing Democratic votes, Obama repelled the assault and navigated the nation back to the
center. In The Center Holds, Jonathan Alter produces the first full account of America at the crossroads. With exclusive
reporting and rare historical insight, he pierces the bubble of the White House and the presidential campaigns in a
landmark election that marked the return of big money and the rise of big data. He tells the epic story of an embattled
president fighting back with the first campaign of the Digital Age. Alter relates the untold story behind Obama’s highs and
lows, from the raid on Osama bin Laden’s compound to the frustration of the debt ceiling fiasco to his unexpected run-ins
with black and Latino activists. There are fresh details about the Koch brothers, Grover Norquist, Roger Ailes, and the
online haters who suffer from “Obama Derangement Syndrome.” Alter takes us inside Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan’s
Boston campaign as well as Obama’s disastrous preparation for the first debate. We meet Obama’s analytics geeks
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working out of “The Cave” and the man who secretly videotaped Romney’s infamous comments on the “47 percent.”
The Center Holds will deepen our understanding of the Obama presidency, the stakes of the 2012 election, and the
future of the country.
Are female office holders most acceptable when they most resemble men? Why has a woman never led the Department
of the Treasury, or Defense, or Veterans Affairs? Reflecting on these and similar questions, MaryAnne Borrelli explores
women's selection for - and exclusion from - U.S. cabinet positions. Borrelli considers how the rhetoric employed in the
selection and confirmation of secretaries-designate establishes gendered expectations for the performance of nominees
once they are in office. Analyzing the career paths of secretaries appointed from the 1930s through the first year of the
George W. Bush administration, she demonstrates how gender shapes political judgments - by presidents, senators, and
the nominees themselves - to reflect consistently masculine ideas about who should rule and how power should be
exercised in the United States.
Psychobiography is often attacked by critics who feel that it trivializes complex adult personalities, "explaining the large deeds of great
individuals," as George Will wrote, "by some slight the individual suffered at a tender age--say, 7, when his mother took away a lollipop."
Worse yet, some writers have clearly abused psychobiography--for instance, to grind axes from the right (Nancy Clinch on the Kennedy
family) or from the left (Fawn Brodie on Richard Nixon)--and others have offered woefully inept diagnoses (such as Albert Goldman's portrait
of Elvis Presley as a "split personality" and a "delusional paranoid"). And yet, as Alan Elms argues in Uncovering Lives, in the hands of a
skilled practitioner, psychobiography can rival the very best traditional biography in the insights it offers. Elms makes a strong case for the
value of psychobiography, arguing in large part from example. Indeed, most of the book features Elms's own fascinating case studies of over
a dozen prominent figures, among them Sigmund Freud (the father of psychobiography), B.F. Skinner, Isaac Asimov, L. Frank Baum,
Vladimir Nabokov, Jimmy Carter, George Bush, Saddam Hussein, and Henry Kissinger. These profiles make intriguing reading. For example,
Elms discusses the fiction of Isaac Asimov in light of the latter's acrophobia (fear of heights) and mild agoraphobia (fear of open spaces)--and
Elms includes excerpts from a series of letters between himself and Asimov. He reveals an unintended subtext of The Wizard of Oz--that
males are weak, females are strong (think of Scarecrow, Tin Man, the Lion, and the Wizard, versus the good and bad witches and Dorothy
herself)--and traces this in part to Baum's childhood heart disease, which kept him from strenuous activity, and to his relationship with his
mother-in-law, Matilda Joslyn Gage, a distinguished advocate of women's rights. And in a fascinating chapter, he examines the abused
childhood of Saddam Hussein, the privileged childhood of George Bush, and the radically different psychological paths that led these two
men into the Persian Gulf War. Elms supports each study with extensive research, much of it never presented before--for instance, on how
some of the most revealing portions of C.G. Jung's autobiography were deleted in spite of his protests before publication. Along the way,
Elms provides much insight into how psychobiography is written. Finally, he proposes clear guidelines for judging high quality work, and
offers practical tips for anyone interested in writing in this genre. Written with great clarity and wit, Uncovering Lives illuminates the
contributions that psychology can make to biography. Elms's enthusiasm for his subject is contagious and will inspire would-be
psychobiographers as well as win over the most hardened skeptics.
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What elements of American political and rhetorical culture block the imagining—and thus, the electing—of a woman as president? Examining
both major-party and third-party campaigns by women, including the 2008 campaigns of Hillary Clinton and Sarah Palin, the authors of
Woman President: Confronting Postfeminist Political Culture identify the factors that limit electoral possibilities for women. Pundits have been
predicting women’s political ascendency for years. And yet, although the 2008 presidential campaign featured Hillary Clinton as an early
frontrunner for the Democratic presidential nomination and Sarah Palin as the first female Republican vice-presidential nominee, no woman
has yet held either of the top two offices. The reasons for this are complex and varied, but the authors assert that the question certainly
encompasses more than the shortcomings of women candidates or the demands of the particular political moment. Instead, the authors
identify a pernicious backlash against women presidential candidates—one that is expressed in both political and popular culture. In Woman
President: Confronting Postfeminist Political Culture, Kristina Horn Sheeler and Karrin Vasby Anderson provide a discussion of US
presidentiality as a unique rhetorical role. Within that framework, they review women’s historical and contemporary presidential bids, placing
special emphasis on the 2008 campaign. They also consider how presidentiality is framed in candidate oratory, campaign journalism, film and
television, digital media, and political parody.
The author raises the reader's level of awareness by guiding them through the reality of major democracy experiences. Includes the reasons
for creating a democracy, uses historical examples to illustrate the successes and failures of democacies such as England, France, India,
Russia, Australia and more. And examines various factors that come into play in creating democracy such as force, totalitarianism, law, and
reason. For anyone interested in the American Government, Political Science, and Comparative Politics.
In a new foreword to this edition, he discusses developments in the study of the Eisenhower presidency in the dozen years since publication
of the first edition and examines the continuing significance of Eisenhower's legacy for the larger understanding of presidential leadership in
modern America.
“A whole book devoted exclusively to the misconduct of American presidents and their responses to charges of misconduct is without
precedent.” —from the introduction to the 1974 edition by C. Vann Woodward, Pulitzer Prize–winning Yale historian The historic 1974 report
for the House Committee on the Judiciary, updated for today by leading presidential historians In May 1974, as President Richard Nixon
faced impeachment following the Watergate scandal, the House Judiciary Committee commissioned a historical account of the misdeeds of
past presidents. The account, compiled by leading presidential historians of the day, reached back to George Washington’s administration
and was designed to provide a benchmark against which Nixon’s misdeeds could be measured. What the report found was that, with the
exception of William Henry Harrison (who served less than a month), every American president has been accused of misconduct: James
Buchanan was charged with rigging the election of 1856; Ulysses S. Grant was reprimanded for not firing his corrupt staffer, Orville Babcock,
in the “Whiskey Ring” bribery scandal; and Franklin D. Roosevelt’s administration faced repeated charges of malfeasance in the Works
Progress Administration. Now, as another president and his subordinates face an array of charges on a wide range of legal and constitutional
offenses, a group of presidential historians has come together under the leadership of James M. Banner, Jr.—one of the historians who
contributed to the original report—to bring the 1974 account up to date through Barack Obama’s presidency. Based on current scholarship,
this new material covers such well-known episodes as Nixon’s Watergate crisis, Reagan’s Iran-Contra scandal, Clinton’s impeachment, and
George W. Bush’s connection to the exposure of intelligence secrets. But oft-forgotten events also take the stage: Carter’s troubles with
advisor Bert Lance, Reagan’s savings and loan crisis, George H.W. Bush’s nomination of Clarence Thomas to the Supreme Court, and
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Obama’s Solyndra loan controversy. The only comprehensive study of American presidents’ misconduct and the ways in which chief
executives and members of their official families have responded to the charges brought against them, this new edition is designed to serve
the same purpose as the original 1974 report: to provide the historical context and metric against which the actions of the current
administration may be assessed.
Biblical Perspectives on Leadership and Organizations links biblically-based principles to the study of organizational practices by examining
topics including motives, meaningful work, and spiritual leadership from a biblical perspective integrated with findings from contemporary
research.
"I don't take responsibility at all." Those words of Donald Trump at a March 13, 2020, press conference are likely to be history's epitaph on his
presidency. A huge swath of Americans has put their faith in Trump, and Trump only, because they see the rest of the country building a
future that doesn’t have a place for them. If they would risk their lives for Trump in a pandemic, they will certainly risk the stability of
American democracy. They brought the Trumpocalypse upon the country, and a post-Trumpocalypse country will have to find a way either to
reconcile them to democracy - or to protect democracy from them. In Trumpocalypse, David Frum looks at what happens when a third of the
electorate refuses to abandon Donald Trump, no matter what he does. Those voters aren’t looking for policy wins. They’re seeking cultural
revenge. It is not enough to defeat Donald Trump on election day 2020. Even if Trump peacefully departs office, the trauma he inflicted will
distort American and world politics for years to come. Americans must start from where they are, build from what they have, to repair the
damage Trump inflicted on the country, to amend the wrongs that, under Trump, they inflicted upon each other. Americans can do better.
David Frum shows how—and inspires all readers of all points of view to believe again in the possibilities of American life. Trumpocalypse is
both a warning of danger and a guide to reform that will be read and discussed for years to come.
Original publication and copyright date: 1980.
This book traces the evolution of White House news management during America’s changing media environment over the past two decades.
Comparing and contrasting the communication strategies of Bill Clinton, George W. Bush, Barack Obama, and Donald Trump, it
demonstrates the difficulty that all presidents have in controlling their messages despite a seemingly endless array of new media outlets and
the great advantages of the office. That difficulty is compounded by new media’s amplification of presidential character traits for good or ill.
Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube notwithstanding, presidential power still resides in the "power to persuade," and that task remains a steep
challenge. More than ever, presidential character matters, and the media presidents now employ report on the messenger as much as the
message. The book also looks at the media strategies of candidates during the 2016 presidential campaign, puts presidential media use in
global context, and covers the early phase of the Trump administration, the first true Twitter presidency.
An essential re-evaluation of the complex triumphs and tragedies of Jimmy Carter's presidential legacy. In this first full presidential biography
of Jimmy Carter, Bird unfolds the story of Carter's four years with few allies inside Washington and a great many critics in the media
From routine operations to the workings of a White House in crisis, this comprehensive, best-selling text examines all aspects of the
presidency in rich detail. With a special emphasis on policy, the new edition surveys the most up-to-date scholarship on the topic, and
includes an examination of the groundbreaking 2008 presidential election. Taking a theoretical approach, the authors use engaging analysis
and timely, fascinating examples to view the presidency from two theoretical standpointsùthe president as facilitator, and the president as
director of change.
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The rise of the media presidency through radio and television broadcasts has heightened the visibility and importance of presidential
speeches in determining the effectiveness and popularity of the President of the United States. Not surprisingly, this development has also
witnessed the rise of professional speechwriters to craft the words the chief executive would address to the nation. Yet, as this volume of
expert analyses graphically demonstrates, the reliance of individual presidents on their speechwriters has varied with the rhetorical skill of the
officeholder himself, his managerial style, and his personal attitude toward public speaking. The individual chapters here (two by former White
House speechwriters) give fascinating insight into the process and development of presidential speechwriting from Franklin D. Roosevelt’s
administration to Ronald Reagan’s. Some contributors, such as Charles Griffin writing on Eisenhower and Moya Ball on Johnson, offer case
studies of specific speeches to gain insight into those presidents. Other chapters focus on institutional arrangements and personal
relationships, rhetorical themes characterizing an administration, or the relationship between words and policies to shed light on presidential
speechwriting. The range of presidents covered affords opportunities to examine various factors that make rhetoric successful or not, to study
alternative organizational arrangements for speechwriters, and even to consider the evolution of the rhetorical presidency itself. Yet, the
volume’s single focus on speechwriting and the analytic overviews provided by Martin J. Medhurst not only bring coherence to the work, but
also make this book an exemplar of how unity can be achieved from a diversity of approaches. Medhurst’s introduction of ten “myths” in the
scholarship on presidential speeches and his summary of the enduring issues in the practice of speechwriting pull together the work of
individual contributors. At the same time, his introduction and conclusion transcend particular presidents by providing generalizations on the
role of speechwriting in the modern White House.
This book assesses the impact of presidential character on the popularity, productivity, and ethics of contemporary presidents. Through
comparative analyses, author Lara Brown demonstrates that the character of a president’s leadership does not change in office and that the
success of future presidents can be evaluated before they step into the White House. She traces the rise of “amateur outsiders,” like Donald
Trump, and asserts the need for systemic reform and cultural reassessment of presidential character. Intended for students and scholars of
the presidency, this book also holds appeal for general readers who seek understanding of past and future presidential elections.
This edited book presents cutting-edge research looking at the role of multiple intelligence--cognitive (IQ), emotional intelligence, social
intelligence--in effective leadership, written by the most distinguished scholars in the two distinct fields of intelligence and leadership. The
synergy of bringing together both traditional intelligence researchers and renowned leadership scholars to discuss how multiple forms of
intelligence impact leadership has important implications for the study and the practice of organizational and political leadership. This volume
emanates from the recent explosion of interest in non-IQ domains of intelligence, particularly in Emotional Intelligence and Social Intelligence.
Indeed, the leading EI and SI scholars have contributed to this book. Research described in this book suggests that: (1) possession of
multiple forms of intelligence is important for effective leadership; (2) researchers are just beginning to understand the breadth, depth, and
potential applications of non-IQ domains of intelligence; (3) incorporating multiple intelligence constructs into existing leadership theories will
improve our understanding of effective leadership; and (4) research on multiple intelligence has important implications for both the selection
and training of future leaders.
A deeply reported exploration of Joe Biden as told through his extended family.
A look at the presidents of the United States describes the truly great presidents that have served: Washington, Jefferson, Jackson, Lincoln
and FDR, as well as discussing what makes a truly great president.
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Dr. James David Barber's well-known, provocative examination of who has the potential to be voted into the highest
office in the land - and why - is being reissued as the newest addition to the "Longman Classics in Political Science"
series. Arguing that patterns in a person's character, world view, and style can allow us to anticipate their performance as
president, The Presidential Character offers explanations and predictions of the performance of presidents and
presidential candidates. Drawing on historical, biographical, and psychological research, Dr. Barber hoped to help voters
make judicious choices in determining the country's highest leaders. Revisiting this classic work in today's important
presidential election season begs a reconsideration of Barber's probing and enduring query, "What should we look for in
a president?"
Examining the development of the process of presidential selection from the founding of the republic to the present day,
James Ceaser contends that many of the major purposes of the selection system as it was formerly understood have
been ignored by current reformers and modern scholars. In an attempt to reverse this trend, Professor Ceaser discusses
the theories of selection offered by leading American statesmen from the Founders and Thomas Jefferson to Martin Van
Buren and Woodrow Wilson. From these theories he identifies a set of criteria for a sound selection system that he then
uses to analyze and evaluate the recent changes in the selection process. Five normative functions of a presidential
selection system comprise the author's criteria: it should minimize the harmful effects of ambitious contenders for the
office, promote responsible executive leadership and power, help secure an able president, ensure a legitimate
accession, and provide for an appropriate amount of choice and change. Professor Ceaser finds that the present system
is characterized by weak parties and candidate-centered campaigns that lead to the problems of "image" politics and
demagogic leadership appeals. He therefore argues for a more republican selection system in which political parties
would be strengthened to serve as a restraining force on popular authority, public opinion, and individual aspirations for
executive power.
Every four years, journalists propel a presidential campaign into the national consciousness. New candidates and issues
become features of the political landscape while familiar rituals are reshaped by the unpredictability of personalities and
events. Underlying this apparent process of change, however, is a recurrent cycle of political themes and social attitudes,
a pulse of politics that locks the process of choosing a president into a predictable pattern. In this bold and brilliant
examination of modern presidential politics, James David Barber reveals the dynamics of this cycle and shows how the
pattern of drift and reaction may be broken in this most critical of political choices. Barber probes beneath the surface of
campaigns to detect a steady rhythm of major political motifs. The theory he advances in colorful narrative chapters is
that three dominant themes-conflict, conscience, conciliation-recur in foreseeable twelve-year cycles. A combative
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campaign-Truman vs. Dewey in 1948-is followed four years later by a moral crusade-Eisenhower vs. Stevenson in
1952-which in turn is succeeded by a contest to unify the nation-the Eisenhower-Stevenson rematch in 1956. The pattern
is then renewed: the fierce combat between Kennedy and Nixon in 1960 was followed in 1964 by the contest of principle
between Johnson and Goldwater. In 1968 Richard Nixon defeated Hubert Humphrey by promising to bring the nation
together. Monitoring shifting national political moods is a new elite: the journalists. Barber makes the case that the party
system, increasingly clumsy and inflexible, can no longer pick up the beat of politics. Instead it is through newspapers,
magazines, and television that the main themes of a campaign are sounded, created, and destroyed. This new edition of
The Pulse of Politics provides a timely guide to the themes of the 1992 presidential campaign and to future elections. It
will be of special interest to political scientists, historians, media analysts, and journalists.
From the theory of ‘deliberative democracy’ to the politics of the ‘third way’, the present Zeitgeist is characterized by
attempts to deny what Chantal Mouffe contends is the inherently conflictual nature of democratic politics. Far from being
signs of progress, such ideas constitute a serious threat to democratic institutions. Taking issue with John Rawls and
Jürgen Habermas on one side, and the political tenets of Blair, Clinton and Schröder on the other, Mouffe brings to the
fore the paradoxical nature of modern liberal democracy in which the category of the ‘adversary’ plays a central role.
She draws on the work of Wittgenstein, Derrida, and the provocative theses of Carl Schmitt, to propose a new
understanding of democracy which acknowledges the ineradicability of antagonism in its workings.
The Presidential CharacterPredicting Performance in the White House
The Presidential Character unifies political psychology, history, and biography to help readers understand the complex
factors that influence our vote. In addition, the author includes predictions actually written and published before Nixon,
Ford, Carter, Reagan, and Bush ever served and present an analysis of how predictions work.
The United States has never had a president quite like Donald J. Trump. He violated every rule of conventional
presidential campaigns to win a race that almost no one, including at times he himself, thought he would win. In so doing,
Trump set off cataclysmic shock waves across the country and world that have not subsided and are unlikely to as long
as he remains in office. Critics of Trump abound, as do anonymously sourced speculations about his motives, yet the real
man behind this unprecedented presidency remains largely unknown. In this innovative analysis, American presidency
scholar and trained psychoanalyst Stanley Renshon reaches beyond partisan narrative to offer a serious and substantive
examination of Trump’s real psychology and controversial presidency. He analyzes Trump as a preemptive president
trying to become transformative by initiating a Politics of American Restoration. Rigorously grounded in both political
science and psychology scholarship, The Real Psychology of the Trump Presidency offers a unique and thoughtful
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perspective on our controversial 45th president.
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