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The Politics Of Local Government Public Policy And
Politics
Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text
may not be available in the ebook version.
This book is the first of its kind to take concepts directly from the most commonly used
textbooks in state and local politics and apply them directly to current events. It presents twelve
chapters of case studies, richly detailing key topics ranging from how the comparative method
can be used to understand the similarities and differences between diverse places, to a look at
how state governments have taken the lead on COVID-19, environmental policy, civil rights,
gun control, college tuition regulation, cybersecurity and elections, sex offenders, and many
more subjects of contemporary interest. It devotes a complete chapter to local-level politics in
Nevada, Florida, and Iowa, and wraps up with a unique chapter on regional governance
bridging between states and localities. This detailed and highly readable book is designed to
complement traditional state and local textbooks. It is also of interest to students of public
administration, public policy, urban politics, and intro to American politics.
The comprehensively revised second edition of this successful text provides an up-to-date
analysis of the changing world of local politics in Britain. Substantial new sections have been
added on local political parties, hung councils, the politics of non-elected local government,
recent developments in privatisation, and the politics of the poll tax. The book now provides a
systematic treatment of the Thatcher legacy in local politics, the philosophy and strategy which
underpinned it and likely futures in the post-Thatcher era. Reviews of the 1st edition: ' ... should
be read by anyone seeking to understand local government and its possible futures.' George
Jones, Local Government Chronicle ' ... an excellent and stimulating introductory text.' Peter
McLaverty, Sociological Review.
'Structural reform has been one of the most important, and yet one of the most neglected,
aspects of modern local government. This book represents the first attempt, since the early
seventies, at providing a comprehensive account of both the theory and practice of structural
reform in local government in developed countries. Using recent policy experience from seven
different countries, the authors present seminal theoretical perspectives on structural reforms
in local governance and the policy implications deriving from them. Written by well-known
scholars of local government from around the world, this volume is a "must-read" for all
academics, practitioners, students and policymakers.' - Giorgio Brosio, University of Turin, Italy
Looking at the future of local government, this book examines the different changes, such as
community charge and other financial changes, housing reforms, education reforms services,
local democracy and other problems within the local government.
Local governments play a central role in American democracy, providing essential services
such as policing, water, and sanitation. Moreover, Americans express great confidence in their
municipal governments. But is this confidence warranted? Using big data and a representative
sample of American communities, this book provides the first systematic examination of racial
and class inequalities in local politics. We find that non-whites and less-affluent residents are
consistent losers in local democracy. Residents of color and those with lower incomes receive
less representation from local elected officials than do whites and the affluent. Additionally,
they are much less likely than privileged community members to have their preferences
reflected in local government policy. Contrary to the popular assumption that governments that
are “closest” govern best, we find that inequalities in representation are most severe in
suburbs and small towns. Typical reforms do not seem to improve the situation, and we
recommend new approaches.
Analysing democratic theory and its relevance to local politics, this book looks at the dynamics
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of council chamber politics and the approaches taken by the main parties. The author suggests
that, in order for councils to become politically meaningful, they must radically change the way
in which they conduct local politics and decision making.
Focusing on five Los Angeles environmental policy debates between 1920 and
1950, Sarah Elkind investigates how practices in American municipal government
gave business groups political legitimacy at the local level as well as
unanticipated influence over federal politics. Los Angeles's struggles with oil
drilling, air pollution, flooding, and water and power supplies expose the clout
business has had over government. Revealing the huge disparities between big
business groups and individual community members in power, influence, and the
ability to participate in policy debates, Elkind shows that business groups secured
their political power by providing Los Angeles authorities with much-needed
services, including studying emerging problems and framing public debates. As a
result, government officials came to view business interests as the public interest.
When federal agencies looked to local powerbrokers for project ideas and
political support, local business interests influenced federal policy, too. Los
Angeles, with its many environmental problems and its dependence upon the
federal government, provides a distillation of national urban trends, Elkind
argues, and is thus an ideal jumping-off point for understanding environmental
politics and the power of business in the middle of the twentieth century.
Politics is intuitively about relationships, but until recently the network perspective
has not been a dominant part of the methodological paradigm that political
scientists use to study politics. This volume is a foundational statement about
networks in the study of politics.
Challenges to Local Government offers a timely discussion of how local
governments have implemented public policies during the last decade.
Concentrating on Britain and the United States (but with essays on Scandinavia,
France and Canada) the authors document, explain and analyze the implications
of these policies for local autonomy, focusing especially upon local economic
initiatives.
The best learning requires access to textbooks that match both student and
instructor expectations. At one time, state and local government courses were a
required aspect of political science (or government or public affairs)
undergraduate education. With the exception of a few states, which still require
such a course, classes on state and local government have become elective in
most colleges and universities. Times are changing rather dramatically in this
area, however. It is broadly felt now among public policy scholars that while many
areas of governmental responsibility are indeed shaped by federal government
policies and mandates, many emerging issues of import for local and state
government are related to the sustainability of quality of life in states and local
communities across the country. This concern for sustainability represents a
critical topic of study tied directly to local customs, natural resources, social
institutions and cultural values. It follows that both student and instructor
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expectations in the area of state and local government center upon the extent of
and nature of the discussion of sustainability themes featured in a textbook being
considered for course adoption. The major goal of this book is to provide an
accessible overview and guide to state and local government for students with
little to no previous exposure (and possibly limited interest) in order to encourage
and facilitate lifelong civic engagement. In an attempt to achieve this principal
purpose, we present state and local government in a contemporary context by
examining the many forces that either promote or threaten social, economic,
institutional and environmental sustainability. The book makes note of where
students can go to find additional information on their own and on other state and
local governments, and how citizens can follow the developments of - and even
become actively involved in - the unfolding of state and local governance issues
that affect their own daily lives in many ways.
This theoretically and experientially grounded reference provides a complete
overview of the principles and applications of government administration and
management practices in the local public sector. Written by over 25 distinguished
academics and professionals with substantial experience as practitioners and
consultants of administrative operations to local governments, the book covers
the effects of environmental conditions on local administrators and management
techniques to administration in different types of local government. It helps
readers reduce research time by presenting advanced materials on local
government administration and management in a single source.
A study of local government policy formulation, drawing on developments in
economics - such as new institutional economics - and advances in the theories
of social capital and leadership. The authors also examine rival minimalist and
activist approaches to local government reform.
The Oxford Handbook of State and Local Government is an historic undertaking.
It contains a wide range of essays that define the important questions in the field,
evaluate where we are in answering them, and set the direction and terms of
discourse for future work. The Handbook will have a substantial influence in
defining the field for years to come. The chapters critically assess both the key
works of state and local politics literature and the ways in which the sub-field has
developed. It covers the main areas of study in subnational politics by exploring
the central contributions to the comparative study of institutions, behavior, and
policy in the American context. Each chapter outlines an agenda for future
research.
It feels like politics counts more today than it ever has. At the same time, people
are frustrated by “the mess in Washington” or think “I can’t make a difference.”
Local Politics Matters shows a way out: a chance for everyday people to feed
their hunger for political action while having a positive impact. Richard Meagher,
a professor of political science, takes the knowledge that scholars have gathered
from half a century of studying local politics, and translates it into clear action
steps for citizens. In a time where people are seeing how important their state
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and local governments are on matters of policing, public health, and housing,
Local Politics Matters is a book for readers who want to make a difference. Local
Politics Matters: • Explains local government. There are over 90,000 local
governments in America. Do you have a “strong mayor” or “council-mayor”
system of government? Who sits on your “board of supervisors”? What the heck
is a “selectman”?! • Shows why you should care. Local politics offers
access—officials are literally the people in your neighborhood—and impact: you
can make a difference. • Lays out what to do. In local politics, sometimes there
are right answers. The book explores six issues where only one path makes
sense, and then follows up with specific steps to get involved.
This volume with contributions by internationally renowned authors provides a
comparative survey of problems in local politics and administration in Europe,
Australasia and North-America.
The book provides a review of the state of the art as regards local government
studies, with an emphasis on contributions by political scientists. Particular
attention is paid to the development of the research agenda in the field. At the
end, a future research agenda is outlined. The first chapter of the book outlines
the development of the research agenda of the field of local government studies;
while community power studies were central topics from the 1930s and into the
1950s and 60s, policy-oriented research became increasingly popular in the
1970s. Institutional issues have always been important concerns to the scholars
in this field. The next chapter raises a question of increasing relevance in a
globalizing world: Will local government have any meaningful role in such a
world? Various answers, mostly in the affirmative, are suggested. Local
government studies face specific methodological challenges; these are reviewed
in a separate chapter; the role of local government studies as a laboratory for the
social sciences is highlighted. The book also provides a global overview of the
infra-structure of research in the field (research institutes and groups, data bases,
etc). Finally, ideas regarding a research agenda for the future are presented and
a Laswellian platform for collaborative and comparative research is elaborated.
A lively written, thought-provoking book which uses a clear, accessible approach
to political conflict in American states and communities. It explores the what and
the why behind current issues including illegal immigration, term limits, the fight
against tobacco, campaign finance, sexual harassment, welfare reform, crime in
the states, police and law enforcement, state correctional policies, the death
penalty, abortion, affirmative action and more. This book compares the public
policy and government management strategies of state and local governments,
while focusing on the sources and nature of conflict. Coverage demonstrates how
communities and states in America play an important role in the political life of
the nation. For anyone wanting to learn more about State, Local, State and Local
Government and Urban Politics.
According to the Constitution of the Russian Federation, adopted in 1993, local
autonomy is one of the fundamental principles of the constitutional system. The
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Politics of Local Government in Russia aims to provide a dedicated and
comprehensive discussion of the pursuit of local self-government in
contemporary Russia where "local" refers to the third tier of government beyond
federal and regional governments. Some of the ablest scholars in the field focus
on the existing institutional and social climate for municipal and district level
government in Russia while placing recent reforms in a comparative and
historical perspective.
Local government is the hidden leviathan of American politics: it accounts for
nearly a tenth of gross domestic product, it collects nearly as much in taxes as
the federal government, and its decisions have an enormous impact on
Americans' daily lives. Yet political scientists have few explanations for how
people vote in local elections, particularly in the smaller cities, towns, and
suburbs where most Americans live. Drawing on a wide variety of data sources
and case studies, this book offers the first comprehensive analysis of electoral
politics in America's municipalities. Arguing that current explanations of voting
behavior are ill suited for most local contests, Eric Oliver puts forward a new
theory that highlights the crucial differences between local, state, and national
democracies. Being small in size, limited in power, and largely unbiased in
distributing their resources, local governments are "managerial democracies"
with a distinct style of electoral politics. Instead of hinging on the partisanship,
ideology, and group appeals that define national and state elections, local
elections are based on the custodial performance of civic-oriented leaders and on
their personal connections to voters with similarly deep community ties.
Explaining not only the dynamics of local elections, Oliver's findings also upend
many long-held assumptions about community power and local governance,
including the importance of voter turnout and the possibilities for grassroots
political change.
Beginning with its first edition in 1978, State and Local Government has
remained an up-to-date and concise treatment of the structure and operation of
state and local government in America. Now in its seventh edition, this text
highlights unparalleled state vitality in a period of economic growth and
devolution of power from the national government. With its engaging “stories”
beginning each chapter and its quantity of new and expanded material, this
edition is sure to be an essential text for the study of sub-national politics.
This new edition takes into account new developments in local government and is aimed at
students, local government officers, prospective councillors and those on extra-mural courses.
The author presents the material within an historical and academic framework.
This volume is the authoritative Handbook guide to the development of Greek politics,
economy, and society from the period of the fall of the Colonels' Regime (1974) to the present
day, including the causes and consequences of the crisis in Greece and the aftermath of the
crisis, in comparative and historical perspective.
This book offers an overview of the legal, political, and broad intergovernmental environment in
which relations between local and state units of government take place, the historical roots of
the conflict among them, and an analysis of contemporary problems concerning local authority,
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local revenues, state interventions and takeovers, and the restructuring of local governments.
The author pays special attention to local governmental autonomy and the goals and activities
of local officials as they seek to secure resources, fend off regulations and interventions, and
fight for survival as independent units. He looks at the intergovernmental struggle from the
bottom up, but in the process examines a variety of political activities at the state level and the
development and effects of several state policies. Berman finds considerable reason to be
concerned about the viability and future of meaningful local government.
The Politics of Local GovernmentGoverning in Small Towns and SuburbiaLexington Books
ALERT: Before you purchase, check with your instructor or review your course syllabus to
ensure that you select the correct ISBN. Several versions of Pearson's MyLab & Mastering
products exist for each title, including customized versions for individual schools, and
registrations are not transferable. In addition, you may need a CourseID, provided by your
instructor, to register for and use Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products. Packages Access
codes for Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products may not be included when purchasing or
renting from companies other than Pearson; check with the seller before completing your
purchase. Used or rental books If you rent or purchase a used book with an access code, the
access code may have been redeemed previously and you may have to purchase a new
access code. Access codes Access codes that are purchased from sellers other than Pearson
carry a higher risk of being either the wrong ISBN or a previously redeemed code. Check with
the seller prior to purchase. -- Explores the foundations of state and local politics State and
Local Government by the People is about the institutions and political forces that shape
policymaking and policy outcomes. Viewing state and local governments as microcosms of
what happens at the federal level, this text compares political systems and traditions across
states and identifies trends and similarities that exist between them. The textshows students
how government directly affects their lives and inspires them to become involved in their
community. Learning Goals Upon completing this book, readers will be able to: Understand the
development of state and local governments over time Understand the major challenges facing
state and local governments today Explore how they can become involved in state or local
politics 0205966535 / 9780205966530 State and Local Government by the People Plus
MySearchLab with eText -- Access Card Package Package consists of: 0205239927 /
9780205239924 MySearchLab with Pearson eText -- Valuepack Access Card 0205962823 /
9780205962822 State and Local Government by the People 16/e
Unlike most competing texts that are densely written and heavily theoretical, with little flavor of
political life, this book is a readable, jargon-free introduction to real-life local politics for today's
students. While it encompasses local government and politics in cities and towns across
America, "Local Politics: A Practical Guide to Governing at the Grassroots" gives special
attention to the politics of suburbia, where many students live, and encourages them to
become engaged in their own communities. The book is also distinguished by its strong
emphasis on nuts-and-bolts practical politics. It provides focused discussion of institutions,
roles, and personalities as well as the dynamic environment of local politics (demographics,
immigration, globalization, etc.) and major policy issues (budgets, land use, transportation,
education, etc.). Other texts treat communities as abstractions and readers as passive
observers. "Local Politics: A Practical Guide to Governing at the Grassroots" is designed to
inspire civic engagement as well as understanding. It features "In Your Community" research
projects for students in every chapter along with informative tables, clear charts, essential
terms, and guides to useful websites.
After over a decade of administrative and economic reform in mainland China, the center has
become increasingly remote and less important for many localities. In many ways, the
mobilization capacity of the central government has been weakened. Central government
policies are often ignored and local officials are often more interested in personal projects than
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in centrally directed economic plans. In this study of local government and politics in China, the
author explores when and why local government officials comply with policy directives from
above. Drawing on interviews with government officials in various municipalities and a review
of county records and other government documents, he provides the first in-depth look at
policy implementation at the county and township levels in the PRC. The book examines the
impact of the Chinese cadre system on the behavior of local officials, local party and
government structure, relationships among various levels of Chinese local government, policy
supervision mechanisms at local levels, village governance of China, and more.
Local political leadership examines the complexities of the concept of leadership, focusing on
the intrinsic tension between leadership behaviour and leadership position. It also discusses
the key leadership tasks, such as maintaining cohesiveness, developing strategic policy
direction, and external relations and task accomplishment.
The 10th edition of STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT provides comprehensive and
completely updated coverage of institutions, political behavior, and policy-making at the state
and local level. This bestselling text’s theme of increased capacity and responsiveness of
state and local government conveys excitement about politics at the grassroots level and is pro
public service. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the
product text may not be available in the ebook version.
The comprehensively revised second edition of this successful text provides an up-to-date
analysis of the changing world of local politics in Britain. Substantial new sections have been
added on local political parties, hung councils, the politics of non-elected local government,
recent developments in privatisation, and the politics of the poll tax. The book now provides a
systematic treatment of the Thatcher legacy in local politics, the philosophy and strategy which
underpinned it and likely futures in the post-Thatcher era. Reviews of the 1st edition: '...should
be read by anyone seeking to understand local government and its possible futures.' George
Jones, Local Government Chronicle '...an excellent and stimulating introductory text.' Peter
McLaverty, Sociological Review
The book combines a review of scholarly sources as well as the experiences of an elected
government official to examine the politics behind local government. Conflicts that take place at
the local level as well as opportunities to make meaningful change are addressed.
The book's theme of increased capacity and responsiveness of state and local government
conveys excitement about politics at the grassroots level and is pro public service. Important
Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be
available in the ebook version.
There is a large and growing literature on Turkish politics in general, and the AKP in particular.
However, local government and party organization, although very important topics, are
strikingly understudied. This book compares local politics in two Central Anatolian cities, Konya
and Eski?ehir, ruled by different governmental parties, the AKP in Konya and the CHP in
Eski?ehir. It analyzes how national political parties adapt to local contexts (‘culture of everyday
politics’) and how they seek to influence local culture (‘politics of everyday culture’). By
examining how municipal politics is practiced on a daily basis, it illuminates more fundamental
aspects of Turkish politics such as political mobilization, establishing links between voters and
politicians, various practices of decision-making and the role of civil society. All of this has
been critical for the AKP’s continuous electoral success since 2002. The findings are based on
over 1.5 years of fieldwork in the two cities, as well as over 50 interviews with national and
local political actors. The main fields of research are mayoral biographies, municipal practices,
particularly with regard to welfare and service provision, the cooperation with other municipal
actors as political parties or civil society organizations; urban planning activities and cultural
policy. The study helps to comprehend more fundamental aspects of Turkish politics such as
political mobilization, the establishing of links between voters, municipalities and parties as well
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as decision-making processes. Municipal Politics in Turkey fills a gap in existing literature by
illuminating the fundamental aspects of Turkish politics, such as political mobilization, the
establishing of links between voters, municipalities and parties as well as decision-making
processes. It will be a valuable resource for students and scholars interested in Turkish Politics
and political parties, municipal/local politics and comparative politics.
`Its strength lies in combining theoretical insights with an impressive range of empirical
material. The analysis is subtle and multi-layered.... This is a timely and important book' -
Political Studies `Local governance have gained massive attention among scholars and
practitioners during the past several years. Peter John's book fills a void in the literature by
tracing the historical roots of local governance and by placing his findings in a comparative
perspective' - Professor Jon Pierre, University of Gothenburg, Sweden `Peter John has
produced a fascinating and stimulating book in which he assesses current developments in
urban politics and local government in Europe and suggests how these changes are leading to
different patterns of sub-national territorial politics in the EU today. What he has to say is of
important interest to all students of local government; comparative politics and of territorial
politics more generally' - Michael Goldsmith, University of Salford `this book offers a fascinating
comparative analysis... themes such as New Public Management, globalisation, regionalism
and privatisation will be relevant to numerous courses in government, politics, public
administration and public policy' - West European Politics This text provides a comprehensive
introduction to local government and urban politics in contemporary Western Europe. It is the
first book to map and explain the change in local political systems and to place these in
comparative context. The book introduces students to the traditional structures and institutions
of local government and shows how these have been transformed in response to increased
economic and political competition, new ideas, institutional reform and the Europeanization of
public policy. At the book's core is the perceived transition from local government to local
governance. The book traces this key development thematically across a wide range of West
European states including: Belgium, France, Greece, Italy, Germany, the Netherlands,
Norway, Portugal, Spain and the United Kingdom.
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