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The Personal Rule Of Charles I
Charles I provides a detailed overview of Charles Stuart, placing his reign firmly within the wider context of this turbulent period
and examining the nature of one of the most complex monarchs in British history. The book is organised chronologically, beginning
in 1600 and covering Charles' early life, his first difficulties with his parliaments, the Personal Rule, the outbreak of Civil War, and
his trial and eventual execution in 1649. Interwoven with historiography, the book emphasises the impact of Charles' challenging
inheritance on his early years as king and explores the transition from his original championing of international Protestantism to his
later vision of a strong and centralised monarchy influenced by continental models, which eventually provoked rebellion and civil
war across his three kingdoms. This study brings to light the mass of contradictions within Charles' nature and his unusual
approach to monarchy, resulting in his unrivaled status as the only English king to have been tried and executed by his own
subjects. Offering a fresh approach to this significant reign and the fascinating character that held it, Charles I is the perfect book
for students of early modern Britain and the English Civil War.
The first in a ground-breaking two-volume history of Henry III's rule "Professor Carpenter is one of Britain's foremost
medievalists...No one knows more about Henry, and a lifetime of scholarship is here poured out, elegantly and often humorously.
This is a fine, judicious, illuminating work that should be the standard study of the reign for generations to come."--Dan Jones, The
Sunday Times Nine years of age when he came to the throne in 1216, Henry III had to rule within the limits set by the
establishment of Magna Carta and the emergence of parliament. Pacific, conciliatory, and deeply religious, Henry brought many
years of peace to England and rebuilt Westminster Abbey in honor of his patron saint, Edward the Confessor. He poured money
into embellishing his palaces and creating a magnificent court. Yet this investment in "soft power" did not prevent a great
revolution in 1258, led by Simon de Montfort, ending Henry's personal rule. Eminent historian David Carpenter brings to life
Henry's character and reign as never before. Using source material of unparalleled richness--material that makes it possible to get
closer to Henry than any other medieval monarch--Carpenter stresses the king's achievements as well as his failures while offering
an entirely new perspective on the intimate connections between medieval politics and religion.
This book revisits the county study as a way of understanding the dynamics of civil war in England during the 1640s. It explores
gentry culture and the extent to which early Stuart Cheshire could be said to be a ‘county community’. It also investigates how the
county’s governing elite and puritan religious establishment responded to highly polarising interventions by the central
government and Laudian ecclesiastical authorities during Charles I’s Personal Rule. The second half of the book provides a rich
and detailed analysis of petitioning movements and side-taking in Cheshire in 1641–2. An important contribution to understanding
the local origins and outbreak of civil war in England, the book will be of interest to all students and scholars studying the English
revolution.
This authoritative reevaluation of Charles' personal rule yields new insights into his character, reign, politics, religion, foreign policy
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and finance. In doing so, the book offers a vivid new perspective on the origins of the English Civil War.
An examination of Puritan iconoclasm, the reasons which led to it, and the forces which sustained it.
'A compelling and wry narrative of one of the most intellectually thrilling eras of British history' Guardian. ***************** England,
1651. Oliver Cromwell has defeated his royalist opponents in two civil wars, executed the Stuart king Charles I, laid waste to
Ireland, and crushed the late king's son and his Scottish allies. He is master of Britain and Ireland. But Parliament, divided
between moderates, republicans and Puritans of uncompromisingly millenarian hue, is faction-ridden and disputatious. By the end
of 1653, Cromwell has become 'Lord Protector'. Seeking dragons for an elect Protestant nation to slay, he launches an ambitious
'Western Design' against Spain's empire in the New World. When an amphibious assault on the Caribbean island of Hispaniola in
1655 proves a disaster, a shaken Cromwell is convinced that God is punishing England for its sinfulness. But the imposition of the
rule of the Major-Generals – bureaucrats with a penchant for closing alehouses – backfires spectacularly. Sectarianism and
fundamentalism run riot. Radicals and royalists join together in conspiracy. The only way out seems to be a return to a Parliament
presided over by a king. But will Cromwell accept the crown? Paul Lay narrates in entertaining but always rigorous fashion the
story of England's first and only experiment with republican government: he brings the febrile world of Oliver Cromwell's
Protectorate to life, providing vivid portraits of the extraordinary individuals who inhabited it and capturing its dissonant cacophony
of political and religious voices. ***************** Reviews: 'Briskly paced and elegantly written, Providence Lost provides us with a
first-class ticket to this Cromwellian world of achievement, paradox and contradiction. Few guides take us so directly, or so
sympathetically, into the imaginative worlds of that tumultuous decade' John Adamson, The Times. 'Providence Lost is a learned,
lucid, wry and compelling narrative of the 1650s as well as a sensitive portrayal of a man unravelled by providence' Jessie Childs,
Guardian.
`Image Wars is a massive piece of research, surveying a very impressive array of texts and visual representations on a scale that
no previous study approaches. Sharpe's book will challenge historians, art historians and literary scholars to broaden their views
on the genres through which monarchs represented themselves to their people.'---R. Malcolm Smuts, author of Culture and Power
in England, 1585-1685 -In the climactic part of his three-book series exploring the importance of public image in the Tudor and Stuart monarchies, Kevin
Sharpe employs a remarkable interdisciplinary approach that draws on literary studies and art history as well as political, cultural,
and social history to show how this preoccupation with public representation met the challenge of dealing with the aftermath of
Cromwell's interregnum and Charles II's restoration, and how the irrevocably changed cultural landscape was navigated by the
sometimes astute yet equally fallible Stuart monarchs and their successors.
This is a major study of Charles I's relationship with the English aristocracy. Rejecting the traditional emphasis on the 'Crisis of the
Aristocracy', Professor Richard Cust highlights instead the effectiveness of the King and the Earl of Arundel's policies to promote
and strengthen the nobility. He reveals how the peers reasserted themselves as the natural leaders of the political nation during
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the Great Council of Peers in 1640 and the Long Parliament. He also demonstrates how Charles deliberately set out to cultivate
his aristocracy as the main bulwark of royal authority, enabling him to go to war against the Scots in 1639 and then build the
royalist party which provided the means to fight parliament in 1642. The analysis is framed throughout within a broader study of
aristocratic honour and the efforts of the heralds to stabilise the social order.
A magnificent new study of the political crisis that produced the overthrow of King Charles I, and came to engulf all three Stuart
kingdoms - England, Scotland, and Ireland - in war during the 1640s. John Adamson's book traces the careers and fortunes of the
small group of English noblemen who risked their lives and fortunes to challenge the king's attempt to create an authoritarian
monarchy in the Stuart kingdoms during the 1630s. What was achieved in 1641 astonished - and alarmed - contemporaries: the
trial and execution of the king's most powerful minister; a new, and sometimes violent, phase of religious reformation; the drastic
curbing of the powers of the Crown; the planning of a major Anglo-Scottish military intervention in the Thirty Years' War. The threat
of war was rarely absent and the resort to armed force come to seem a viable, perhaps even the only, means of resolving the
conflicts within the Stuart realms.
Radical Parliamentarians and the English Civil War charts the way the English civil war of the 1640s mutated into a revolution, in
turn paving the way for the later execution of King Charles I and the abolition of the monarchy. Focusing on parliament's most
militant supporters, David Como reconstructs the origins and nature of the most radical forms of political and religious agitation
that erupted during the war, tracing the process by which these forms gradually spread and gained broader acceptance. Drawing
on a wide range of manuscript and print sources, the study situates these developments within a revised narrative of the period,
revealing the emergence of new practices and structures for the conduct of politics. In the process, the book illuminates the
eruption of many of the period's strikingly novel intellectual currents, including assumptions and practices we today associate with
western representative democracy; notions of retained natural rights, religious toleration, freedom of the press, and freedom from
arbitrary imprisonment. The study also chronicles the way that civil war shattered English protestantism--leaving behind myriad
competing groupings, including congregationalists, baptists, antinomians, and others--while examining the relationship between
this religious fragmentation and political change. It traces the gradual appearance of openly anti-monarchical, republican sentiment
among parliament's supporters. Radical Parliamentarians and the English Civil War provides a new history of the English civil war,
enhancing our understanding of the dramatic events of the 1640s, and shedding light on the long-term political and religious
consequences of the conflict.
France and England are often seen as monarchies standing at opposite ends of the spectrum of seventeenth-century European
political culture. On the one hand the Bourbon monarchy took the high road to absolutism, while on the other the Stuarts never
quite recovered from the diminution of their royal authority following the regicide of Charles I in 1649. However, both monarchies
shared a common medieval heritage of sacral kingship, and their histories remained deeply entangled throughout the century. This
study focuses on the interaction between ideas of monarchy and images of power in the two countries between the execution of
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Mary Queen of Scots and the Glorious Revolution. It demonstrates that even in periods when politics were seemingly secularized,
as in France at the end of the Wars of Religion, and in latter seventeenth- century England, the appeal to religious images and
values still lent legitimacy to royal authority by emphasizing the sacral aura or providential role which church and religion conferred
on monarchs.

Charles Carlton's biography of the `monarch of the Civil Wars' was praised for its distinctive psychological portrait of
Charles I when it was first published in 1983. Challenging conventional interpretations of the king, as well as questioning
orthodox historical assumptions concerning the origins and development of the Civil Wars, the book quickly established
itself as the definitive biography. In the eleven years since Charles I: The Personal Monarch was published an immense
amount of new material on the king and his reign have emerged and yet no new biography has been written. Professor
Carlton's second edition includes a substantial new preface which takes account of the new work. Addressing and
analysing the furious historiographical debates which have surrounded the period, Carlton offers a fresh and lucid
perspective. The text and bibliography have been thoroughly updated.
This first comprehensive biography of Henry I, the youngest son of William the Conqueror and an elusive figure for
historians, offers a rich and compelling account of his tumultuous life and reign. Judith Green argues that although
Henry's primary concern was defence of his inheritance this did not preclude expansion where circumstances were
propitious, notably into Welsh territory. His skilful dealings with the Scots permitted consolidation of Norman rule in the
northern counties of England, while in Normandy every sinew was strained to defend frontiers through political alliances
and stone castles. Green argues that although Henry's own outlook was essentially traditional, the legacy of this
fascinating and ruthless personality included some fundamentally important developments in governance. She also
sheds light on Henry's court, suggesting that it made an important contribution to the flowering of court culture throughout
twelfth-century Europe.
The wider repercussions and consequences of Charles II's personal rule are discussed, with special reference to the
fledgling Tory and Whig parties.
" ... from the writings of an early modern nobody emerges a compelling study of the puritan psyche and way of life.
Woodford's noteworthiness lies in the sheer consistency of his outlook. Every aspect of experience -- from thoughts and
feelings to the operation of the cosmos -- was scrutinized through the same lens of experimental predestinarianism. His
Calvinist worldview centred on the belief in an omnipotent and omniscient creator, whose will dictated the history of the
universe. Woodford apparently supported the full supralapsarian position on predestination: God had determined
mankind's fate before the creation, for purely His own reasons condemning the majority to hell and electing a minority to
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heaven. Godly professors such as Woodford insisted on the possibility of achieving assurance of their elect status during
life."--P. 11.
This Handbook brings together leading historians of the events surrounding the English revolution, exploring how the
events of the revolution grew out of, and resonated, in the politics and interactions of the each of the Three Kingdoms England, Scotland, and Ireland. It captures a shared British and Irish history, comparing the significance of events and
outcomes across the Three Kingdoms. In doing so, the Handbook offers a broader context for the history of the Scottish
Covenanters, the Irish Rising of 1641, and the government of Confederate Ireland, as well as the British and Irish
perspective on the English civil wars, the English revolution, the Regicide, and Cromwellian period. The Oxford
Handbook of the English Revolution explores the significance of these events on a much broader front than conventional
studies. The events are approached not simply as political, economic, and social crises, but as challenges to the
predominant forms of religious and political thought, social relations, and standard forms of cultural expression. The
contributors provide up-to-date analysis of the political happenings, considering the structures of social and political life
that shaped and were re-shaped by the crisis. The Handbook goes on to explore the long-term legacies of the crisis in
the Three Kingdoms and their impact in a wider European context.
Charles II has always been one of the most instantly recognisable British kings - both in his physical appearance,
disseminated through endless portraits, prints and pub signs, and in his complicated mix of lasciviousness, cynicism and
luxury. His father's execution and his own many years of exile made him a guarded, curious, unusually self-conscious
ruler. He lived through some of the most striking events in the national history - from the Civil Wars to the Great Plague,
from the Fire of London to the wars with the Dutch. Clare Jackson's marvellous book takes full advantage of its
irrepressible subject.
Charles I was a complex man whose career intersected with some of the most dramatic events in English history. He played a
central role in provoking the English Civil War, and his execution led to the only republican government Britain has ever known.
Historians have struggled to get him into perspective, veering between outright condemnation and measured sympathy. Richard
Cust shows that Charles I was not ‘unfit to be a king’, emphasising his strengths as a party leader and conviction politician, but
concludes that, none the less, his prejudices and attitudes, and his mishandling of political crises did much to bring about a civil
war in Britain. He argues that ultimately, after the war, Charles pushed his enemies into a position where they had little choice but
to execute him.
Rightly fearing that unscrupulous rulers would break them up, seize their resources, or submit them to damaging forms of
intervention, strong networks of trust such as kinship groups, clandestine religious sects, and trade diasporas have historically
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insulated themselves from political control by a variety of strategies. Drawing on a vast range of comparisons over time and space,
Trust and Rule, first published in 2005, asks and answers how and with what consequences members of trust networks have
evaded, compromised with, or even sought connections with political regimes. Since different forms of integration between trust
networks produce authoritarian, theocratic, and democratic regimes, the book provides an essential background to the explanation
of democratization and de-democratization.
This book considers the personality of Charles and the effect of his decisions as ruler. Beginning with Charles as a prince, Durston
goes on to assess the monarch's role in the outbreak of war and the crisis of the 1640s. Centring on the degree of personal
responsibility Charles should bear for the events of his reign, the author considers: * contemporary and modern portrayals of
Charles' reign * the King's military leadership * the context and prelude to his execution * his status as a martyr king in the 1650s
and beyond.
"Published for the Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art."
A biography of the British monarch examines his upbringing, personality, and the events that led to his downfall
First published in 1998, this volume comprises papers given at a conference on Lawes and his music held at Oxford in September
1995 to commemorate the 350th anniversary of his death. They examine not only Lawes’s music but the milieu in which he
worked. Part One examines the musical life of the English Court in Lawes’s day, noting his activities there and his involvement
with companies of players. Manuscript studies and a detailed account of the fatal battle are also included. Part Two comprises
seven essays exploring the wide range of his instrumental and vocal music. William Lawes is acknowledged as the most exciting
and innovative composer working in England during the reign of Charles I. His tragic early death at the Siege of Chester in 1645
only served to heighten his reputation among his contemporaries, lending him also the cloak of martyrdom in the service of his
king.
The Personal Rule of Charles IYale University Press
The political upheaval of the mid-seventeenth century has no parallel in English history. Other events have changed the occupancy and the
powers of the throne, but the conflict of 1640-60 was more dramatic: the monarchy and the House of Lords were abolished, to be replaced by
a republic and military rule. In this wonderfully readable account, Blair Worden explores the events of this period and their origins - the war
between King and Parliament, the execution of Charles I, Cromwell's rule and the Restoration - while aiming to reveal something more
elusive: the motivations of contemporaries on both sides and the concerns of later generations.
An exciting collection of essays on the 'personal rule' of Charles I, whose inept and dangerous rule many historians feel put the country on
the road to civil war
It has never been easy for King Charles I to get a fair trial, but now is as opportune a time as any. The past two decades have witnessed a
deluge of new works about early Stuart politics. These new works have caused both excitement and confusion. It has not always been clear
how one new work relates to another, how any of the new scholarship relates to the old, and where in the end we are left with respect to
Charles. The present-book attempts to dispel this confusion. It guides the reader through recent literature, clarifies the issues at stake, and
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frankly suggests which historians have been right and which have been wrong where Charles is concerned.
When Roger Lockyer's political history of the reigns of James I and Charles I, up to the outbreak of civil war in 1642, first appeared in 1989 it
met with a general welcome for its calm, sensible, informed analysis of these eventful years; for its ease and clarity of style; and for its return
to the writings and speeches of the time to understand, and animate, the issues that were of central importance to early Stuart Britain. Now,
almost a decade on, Roger Lockyer has substantially reworked the entire book, tightening the structure, and updating and significantly
expanding the text. There are new chapters on Scotland and Ireland, greatly strengthening the "British" dimension of the analysis; on the
personal rule of Charles I; and a welcome new final chapter examining recent historiographical controversies, and reassessing our current
understanding of the causes of the Civil War.
An analysis of the political crisis leading to Charles I's personal rule in England.
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