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The Palace Of Illusions Stories
Happy Birthday! is a celebration of the complex, mysterious inner lives of our fellow human
beings, by the award-winning novelist Meghna Pant. A dedicated friend undertakes one last
labour of love for a childless woman. Nadia—married into money—finds herself facing
uncomfortable truths about her comfortably numb marriage. A Mumbai slum-girl dreams of
speaking words valuable enough to be translated into English. An American tourist seeking
nirvana sets off a sudden chain of events when his bag is stolen, and destiny plays her hand. A
retired civil servant of modest means struggles to support his snooty foreign-returned daughter.
Meghna Pant’s knife-sharp stories are compelling, emotionally intelligent and provide a rare
glimpse into the strange workings of the human heart. They evade neat categorization, and are
the perfect read for all curious spirits.
Every morning, a young girl walks her grandmother to the Aajibaichi Shala, the school that was
built for the grandmothers in her village to have a place to learn to read and write. The narrator
beams with pride as she drops her grandmother off with the other aajis to practice the alphabet
and learn simple arithmetic. A moving story about family, women and the power of
education—when Aaji learns to spell her name you’ll want to dance along with her. Women in
countless countries continue to endure the limitations of illiteracy. Unjust laws have
suppressed the rights of girls and women and kept many from getting an education and equal
standing in society. Based on a true story from the village of Phangane, India, this brilliantly
illustrated book tells the story of the grandmothers who got to go to school for the first time in
their lives.
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High above the sky stands Swarga, paradise, abode of the gods. Still above is Vaikuntha,
heaven, abode of God. The doorkeepers of Vaikuntha are the twins, Jaya and Vijaya, both
whose names mean ‘victory’. One keeps you in Swarga; the other raises you into Vaikuntha.
In Vaikuntha there is bliss forever, in Swarga there is pleasure for only as long as you deserve.
What is the difference between Jaya and Vijaya? Solve this puzzle and you will solve the
mystery of the Mahabharata. In this enthralling retelling of India’s greatest epic, the
Mahabharata, originally known as Jaya, Devdutt Pattanaik seamlessly weaves into a single
narrative plots from the Sanskrit classic as well as its many folk and regional variants, including
the Pandavani of Chattisgarh, Gondhal of Maharashtra, Terukkuttu of Tamil Nadu, and
Yakshagana of Karnataka. Richly illustrated with over 250 line drawings by the author, the 108
chapters abound with little-known details such as the names of the hundred Kauravas, the
worship of Draupadi as a goddess in Tamil Nadu, the stories of Astika, Madhavi, Jaimini,
Aravan and Barbareek, the Mahabharata version of the Shakuntalam and the Ramayana, and
the dating of the war based on astronomical data. With clarity and simplicity, the tales in this
elegant volume reveal the eternal relevance of the Mahabharata, the complex and disturbing
meditation on the human condition that has shaped Indian thought for over 3000 years.
"Meet Siddhartha, a good lawyer but a bad human. Meet Rahul, a good human but a bad
doctor. And meet Shuchi, a good human and an exceptionally well doctor. Shuchi tries to make
a good human out of Siddhartha and a good doctor out of Rahul, but a bomb blast transforms
their lives. Read this revolutionary tale to know how Siddhartha will get a unique PIL passed in
the courtroom and Rahul will perform a life changing surgery, to save the girl they love.”
Please write a review of this book and share the link of this book with your friends so that more
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readers can enjoy reading this book and help me in spreading the idea of organ donation. My
third book which is based on Nirbhaya’s Rape case will be releasing soon, stay connected to
me for further updates. Ø Facebook – www.facebook.com/arpit194 Ø Instagram – @arpit1904
Ø Email – arpit194@gmail.com
Arriving in the west India state of Rudrakot where he hopes to find his idealistic brother, who
went missing after joining the local struggle for independence from the British, wounded World
War II army captain Sam Hawthorne finds his search complicated by his love for the daughter
of a political agent. By the author of A Feast of Roses. Reprint. 75,000 first printing.
In The Yellow-Lighted Bookshop, Buzbee, a former bookseller and sales representative,
celebrates the unique experience of the bookstore - the smell and touch of books, the joy of
getting lost in the deep canyons of shelves, and the silent community of readers. He shares his
passion for books, which began with ordering through the Weekly Reader in grade school.
Woven throughout is a fascinating historical account of the bookseller trade - from the great
Alexandria library with an estimated one million papyrus scrolls to Sylvia Beach's famous Paris
bookstore, Shakespeare & Co., that led to the extraordinary effort to publish and sell James
Joyce's Ulysses. Rich with anecdotes, The Yellow-Lighted Bookshop is the perfect choice for
those who relish the enduring pleasures of spending an afternoon finding just the right book.
I knew there was nothing poetic about death. I knew not that the most horrific battles are fought
off the battlefield. Arjun: The idealist in a non-ideal world; the warrior whose deadliest opponent
was his conscience. History forgot his voice, but misquoted his silence. My self-esteem
originates from me and ends in me. Why does your honor depend on me? Find your own.
Draupadi: The untamed tigress, the fragrant flame, the unbridled spirit. Power does not justify
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sin. Power is not virtue. Virtue is that which lasts in spite of power. Krishn: The enigma whose
unique ideology churned the battlefield into a quest for Truth. The Missile …The Trajectory …
The Vision. The trio that makes for the core of The Mahabharata (Indian Epic). This is their
saga. Insightful, visceral and candid. Find ‘other’ famous Arjuns; compare Arjun vis-a-vis
Achilles and Alexander; Explore Myths of Mahabharata. All this and much more in ‘Arjun:
Without A Doubt’. First published in 2015 by Leadstart Publishing Pvt. Ltd. Genre: Epic/ Indian
Mythology/ History/ Fiction Website: http://sweetyshinde.wordpress.com
From the award-winning author of Mistress of Spices, the bestselling novel about the
extraordinary bond between two women, and the family secrets and romantic jealousies that
threaten to tear them apart. Anju is the daughter of an upper-caste Calcutta family of
distinction. Her cousin Sudha is the daughter of the black sheep of that same family. Sudha is
startlingly beautiful; Anju is not. Despite those differences, since the day on which the two girls
were born, the same day their fathers died--mysteriously and violently--Sudha and Anju have
been sisters of the heart. Bonded in ways even their mothers cannot comprehend, the two girls
grow into womanhood as if their fates as well as their hearts were merged. But, when Sudha
learns a dark family secret, that connection is shattered. For the first time in their lives, the girls
know what it is to feel suspicion and distrust. Urged into arranged marriages, Sudha and Anju's
lives take opposite turns. Sudha becomes the dutiful daughter-in-law of a rigid small-town
household. Anju goes to America with her new husband and learns to live her own life of
secrets. When tragedy strikes each of them, however, they discover that despite distance and
marriage, they have only each other to turn to. Set in the two worlds of San Francisco and
India, this exceptionally moving novel tells a story at once familiar and exotic, seducing readers
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from the first page with the lush prose we have come to expect from Divakaruni. Sister of My
Heart is a novel destined to become as widely beloved as it is acclaimed.
Enjoying a sheltered childhood with adoring grandparents but troubled by the silence
surrounding her parents' deaths, Korobi is prompted by a love note among her mother's
possessions to travel from India to post-9/11 America in search of her true identity.
Cast out by Victorian society, Eve and Abel find succour from an unlikely source. They soar to
fame as the Lion Faced Girl and the Flayed Man, star performers in Professor Josiah Arroner's
Palace of Curiosities. And there begins a journey that will entwine their fates forever.
A man's obsession with a silent-film star sends him on a journey into a shadow world of lies,
illusions, and unexpected love Six months after losing his wife and two young sons in an
airplane crash, Vermont professor David Zimmer spends his waking hours mired in a blur of
alcoholic grief and self-pity. Then, watching television one night, he stumbles upon a clip from
a lost silent film by comedian Hector Mann. Zimmer's interest is piqued, and he soon finds
himself embarking on a journey around the world to research a book on this mysterious figure,
who vanished from sight in 1929 and has been presumed dead for sixty years. When the book
is published the following year, a letter turns up in Zimmer's mailbox bearing a return address
from a small town in New Mexico-supposedly written by Hector's wife. "Hector has read your
book and would like to meet you. Are you interested in paying us a visit?" Is the letter a hoax,
or is Hector Mann still alive? Torn between doubt and belief, Zimmer hesitates, until one night
a strange woman appears on his doorstep and makes the decision for him, changing his life
forever. This stunning novel plunges the reader into a universe in which the comic and the
tragic, the real and the imagined, the violent and the tender dissolve into one another. With
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The Book of Illusions, one of America's most powerful and original writers has written his
richest, most emotionally charged work yet.
From the bestselling author of Sister of My Heart comes a spellbinding tale of mothers and
daughters, love and cultural identity. Rakhi, a young painter and single mother, is struggling to
come to terms with her relationship with ex-husband Sonny, a hip Bay Area DJ, and with her
dream-teller mother, who has rarely spoken about her past or her native India. Rakhi has her
hands full, juggling a creative dry spell, raising her daughter, and trying to save the Berkeley
teahouse she and her best friend Belle own. But greater challenges are to come. When a
national tragedy turns her world upside down and Rakhi needs her mother’s strength and
wisdom more than ever, she loses her in a freak car accident. But uncovering her mother’s
dream journals allows Rakhi to discover her mother’s long-kept secrets and sacrifices–and
ultimately to confront her fears, forge a new relationship with her father, and revisit Sonny’s
place in her heart.
Like Divakaruni's much-loved and bestselling short story collection Arranged Marriage, this
collection of poetry deals with India and the Indian experience in America, from the adventures
of going to a convent school in India run by Irish nuns (Growing up in Darjeeling) to the history
of the earliest Indian immigrants in the U.S. (Yuba City Poems). Groups of interlinked poems
divided into six sections are peopled by many of the same characters and explore varying
themes. Here, Divakaruni is particularly interested in how different art forms can influence and
inspire each other. One section, entitled Indian Miniatures, is based on and named after a
series of paintings by Francesco Clemente. Another, called Moving Pictures, is based on
Indian films, including Mira Nair's "Salaam Bombay" and Satyajit Ray's "Ghare Baire."
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Photographs by Raghubir Singh inspired the section entitled Rajasthani. The trials and
tribulations of growing up and immigration are also considered here and, as with all of
Divakaruni's writing, these poems deal with the experience of women and their struggle to find
identities for themselves. This collection is touched with the same magic and universal appeal
that excited readers of Arranged Marriage. In Leaving Yuba City, Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni
proves once again her remarkable literary talents.
16-year-old PULLAMMA is too dark-skinned to have dreams. For this reason, she's obliged her
old-fashioned grandmother by not doing well in school. She’s also resigned to remaining
unwed; with three girls in the family, there’s simply not enough dowry to go around. Then a
wedding alliance arrives for her oldest sister—a fair-skinned beauty. There's great rejoicing in
their household. And why not? The prospective father-in-law is the right-hand man of an
important politician. As Pullamma helps ready the house for the bride-viewing—by washing the
cow, by stringing flowers along doorways—she prays for the alliance to go through. Then
something happens. Something so inconceivable, it will shape Pullamma's future in ways even
the local soothsayer couldn’t have foretold. Tell A Thousand Lies is a sometimes sassy,
sometimes sad but, ultimately, realistic look at how superstition, and the colour of a girl's skin,
rules India's hinterlands. ? Shortlisted for the Tibor Jones South Asia Prize ? Tell A Thousand
Lies is one of our five favourite tales from India. Glam Magazine, UK (June 2014) ? Taught in
English 479 "Survey of Postcolonial Literature and Theories" at the University of New Mexico,
Albuquerque (Spring 2017) Please note: ? British/Indian spelling—like aluminium and
jewellery—is used in this book. ? The story remains the same, but the cover is new. This story is
now part of a series. ? If you like Shobha Rao, Sejal Badani or Khaled Hosseini, you might
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enjoy this book. ? Tell A Thousand Lies (Tales From The Deccan Plateau #1) is set in
contemporary India. This series may be read in any order.
Pratibha Ray makes a determined effort for a portrayal of the epic character and brings to the
surface the broader and deeper aspects of Draupadi s mind that lay submerged in the majestic
sweep of the grand Mahabharata. The novel won her the Bharatiya Jnanpith s prestigious ninth
Moortidevi Award in 1993.
'One of the most strikingly lyrical voices writing about the lives of Indian women' -- Amitav
Ghosh 'Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni turns the Ramayana around by telling it in the voice of Sita
... this inversion is a gift - it presents us a with a way to know an already well-known story
better and to love an already beloved story more' -- Arshia Sattar 'This inspired evocation of
the goddess Sita is an epic song of strength and solidarity told with joy and intensity. It brings
to life the personalities and predicaments of the Ramayana' -- Namita Gokhale 'Among the
many, many Ramayanas there are now even - thankfully - some "Sitayanas", but I know of
none with the special magic that Chitra Divakaruni ... brings to the telling' -- Philip Lutgendorf
'Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's Sita ... is an epitome of courage and self-respect, showing a path
for all women. While weaving a familiar story, Chitra provides deep and surprising insights' -Volga 'An incomparable storyteller' -- Denver Post 'Divakaruni's stories are irresistible' -- The
New York Times Book Review 'Divakaruni's storytelling talents put her right up there with the
best' -- Miami Herald 'In recasting the Ramayan as a love story Divakaruni accords Sita parity
with Ram, revealing her innate strength. By giving primacy to her thoughts and feelings this
also becomes the private tale of Shri and Shrimati Ramchandra Raghuvanshi, two wonderful
people who loved each other but who broke up. To readers well-acquainted with that tragedy
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of modern times, the failed marriage, it will appeal. The ending, however, surpasses all
expectations.' -- The Sunday Standard 'The success of both The Palace Of Illusions and The
Forest Of Enchantments hinges acutely on the skill with which Divakaruni deploys the
narratorial voice.' -- Mint 'The Forest of Enchantments is one of the simplest and most beautiful
retellings of Sage Valmiki's epic.' -- Jetwings 'Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni does justice to the
women of Ramayana ... The Forest of Enchantments is not just a retelling of a much-told epic,
rather it is a book that tells it like it is - balanced and non-judgmental.' -- Huffpost 'A work ... of
pluralities and possibilities ... This is the Sitayan we will give to our daughters, that they may
imbibe Sita's strength, and even more proudly to our sons, who will learn how a woman is to be
treated' -- The Wire 'Banerjee is markedly feminist ... Her spin on the most pivotal moment of
Sita's life, the agnipariksha episode, is a moment of feminist brilliance. Her Sita answers all the
questions we would have had when listening to the Ramayana while leaving us with plenty of
food for thought.' -- The New Indian Express 'Divakaruni's retelling reminds her readers that
the Ramayana, besides being a morality tale, is a love story at its heart' -- Huffpost 'Divakaruni
and her women characters are a formidable pair' -- The Wire The Ramayana, one of the
world's greatest epics, is also a tragic love story. In this brilliant retelling, Chitra Banerjee
Divakaruni places Sita at the centre of the novel: this is Sita's version. The Forest of
Enchantments is also a very human story of some of the other women in the epic, often
misunderstood and relegated to the margins: Kaikeyi, Surpanakha, Mandodari. A powerful
comment on duty, betrayal, infidelity and honour, it is also about women's struggle to retain
autonomy in a world that privileges men, as Chitra transforms an ancient story into a gripping,
contemporary battle of wills. While the Ramayana resonates even today, she makes it more
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relevant than ever, in the underlying questions in the novel: How should women be treated by
their loved ones? What are their rights in a relationship? When does a woman need to stand
up and say, 'Enough!'

Although Chitra Divakaruni's poetry has won praise and awards for many years, it
is her "luminous, exquisitely crafted prose" (Ms.) that is quickly making her one of
the brightest rising stars in the changing face of American literature. Arranged
Marriage, her first collection of stories, spent five weeks on the San Francisco
Chronicle bestseller list and garnered critical acclaim that would have been
extraordinary for even a more established author. For the young girls and women
brought to life in these stories, the possibility of change, of starting anew, is both
as terrifying and filled with promise as the ocean that separates them from their
homes in India. From the story of a young bride whose fairy-tale vision of
California is shattered when her husband is murdered and she must face the
future on her own, to a proud middle-aged divorced woman determined to
succeed in San Francisco, Divakaruni's award-winning poetry fuses here with
prose for the first time to create eleven devastating portraits of women on the
verge of an unforgettable transformation.
"THE MAHABHARATA ENDURES AS THE GREAT EPIC OF INDIA. While Jaya
is the story of the Pandavas, told from the perspective of the victors of
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Kurukshetra, Ajaya is the tale of the Kauravas, who were decimated to the last
man. From the pen of the author who gave voice to Ravana in the national
bestseller, ASURA, comes the riveting narrative which compels us to question
the truth behind the Mahabharata. THE DARK AGE OF KALI IS RISING and
every man and woman must choose between duty and conscience, honour and
shame, life and death… o The Pandavas, banished to the forest following the
disastrous games of dice, return to Hastinapura. o Draupadi has vowed not to
bind her hair till she washes it in the blood of the Kauravas. o Karna must choose
between loyalty and gratitude, friend and Guru. o Aswathama undertakes a
perilous mission to the mountains of Gandhara, in search of the Evil One. o Kunti
must decide between her firstborn and her other sons. o Guru Drona has to stand
with either his favourite disciple or his beloved son. o Balarama, having failed to
convince his brother about the adharma of violence, walks the streets of
Bharatavarsha, spreading the message of peace. o Ekalavya is called to make
the ultimate sacrifice to uphold a woman’s honour. o Jara, the beggar, sings of
Krishna’s love while his blind dog, Dharma, follows. o Shakuni can almost see
the realization of his dream to destroy India. As the Pandavas stake their claim to
the Hastinapura throne, the Kaurava Crown Prince, Suyodhana, rises to
challenge Krishna. As great minds debate dharma and adharma, power hungry
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men prepare for an apocalyptic war. The women, highborn and humble,
helplessly watch the unfolding disaster with deep foreboding. And greedy
merchants and unscrupulous priests lie in wait like vultures. Both sides know that
beyond the agony and carnage the winner will take all. But even as gods
conspire and men’s destinies unfold, a far greater truth awaits. ***** One of the
six most remarkable writers of India. DNA An Amazing read. The WEEK Unique
voice of a rebellious author telling the story from the other side, a feat a few have
dared or managed so well. Bihar Times"
The Palace of IllusionsA NovelAnchor
In nine poignant stories spiked with humor and intelligence, Chitra Banerjee
Divakaruni captures lives at crossroad moments–caught between past and
present, home and abroad, tradition and fresh experience. A widow in California,
recently arrived from India, struggles to adapt to a world in which neighbors are
strangers and her domestic skills are deemed superfluous in the award-winning
“Mrs. Dutta Writes a Letter.” In “The Intelligence of Wild Things,” a woman from
Sacramento visits her brother in Vermont to inform him that back in Calcutta their
mother is dying. And in the title story, a painter looks to ancient myth and the
example of her grandmother for help in navigating her first real crisis of faith.
Knowing, compassionate and expertly rendered, the stories in The Unknown
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Errors of Our Lives depict the eternal struggle to find a balance between the pull
of home and the allure of change.
The Mahabharata tells a story of such violence and tragedy that many people in
India refuse to keep the full text in their homes, fearing that if they do, they will
invite a disastrous fate upon their house. Covering everything from creation to
destruction, this ancient poem remains an indelible part of Hindu culture and a
landmark in ancient literature. Centuries of listeners and readers have been
drawn to The Mahabharata, which began as disparate oral ballads and grew into
a sprawling epic. The modern version is famously long, and at more than 1.8
million words—seven times the combined lengths of the Iliad and Odyssey—it can
be incredibly daunting. Contemporary readers have a much more accessible
entry point to this important work, thanks to R. K. Narayan’s masterful translation
and abridgement of the poem. Now with a new foreword by Wendy Doniger, as
well as a concise character and place guide and a family tree, The Mahabharata
is ready for a new generation of readers. As Wendy Doniger explains in the
foreword, “Narayan tells the stories so well because they’re all his stories.” He
grew up hearing them, internalizing their mythology, which gave him an innate
ability to choose the right passages and their best translations. In this elegant
translation, Narayan ably distills a tale that is both traditional and constantly
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changing. He draws from both scholarly analysis and creative interpretation and
vividly fuses the spiritual with the secular. Through this balance he has produced
a translation that is not only clear, but graceful, one that stands as its own story
as much as an adaptation of a larger work.
Following the death of her son, Mieko Togan? takes an increasing interest in the
personal affairs of her widowed daughter-in-law, Yasuko. Devastated by her loss,
she skillfully manipulates the relationships between Yasuko and the two men who
are in love with her, encouraging a dalliance that will have terrible consequences.
Meanwhile, hidden in the shadows, is Mieko’s mentally-handicapped daughter,
who has her own role to play in her mother’s bizarre schemes. In Masks, Enchi
has crafted a stunning and understated novel of seduction and infidelity.
Corrosive, funny, and frightening--one of the year's most absorbing first novels
"My general incompetence and laziness at work had been apparent for so long
that I now think it was arrogant of Mr. Gupta to pick me as his money man. I am
the type of person who does not make sure that a file includes all the pages it
must have or that the pages are in the right order. I refuse to accept even
properly placed blame, lying outright that somebody else misplaced the
completed forms or spilled tea on them, even though I was the last one to sign
them out, or had the soggy papers still on my desk." As an inspector for the
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Physical Education Department in the Delhi school system, Ram Karan supports
his widowed daughter and eight-year-old granddaughter by collecting bribes for a
small-time Congress Party boss. On the eve of Rajiv Gandhi's assassination, one
reckless act bares the lifetime of violence and sexual shame behind Ram's dingy
public career and involves him in a farcical, but terrifying, political campaign that
could cost him his life. An astonishing character study, a portrait of a family--and
a country--tormented by the past, Akhil Sharma's An Obedient Father recalls
Dostoyevsky's guilt-ridden anti-heroes in this fully formed debut novel.
There's nothing like alien invasion to reset the sense of agreed truths and end
the curse of divisive algorithms: A misunderstanding of galactic proportions has
seen the Yggdrasil return. Straight out of fashionable Viking mythology to prime
time viewing on Celebrity Council Elimination. Now the world must confront a
'trees-have-feelings too' paradigm. As the invader's numbers and influence grow
an underemployed forester, ex-platypus researcher and a DJ must act. Is it time
to gather the deadly arrow frogs, or can Dubstep, Bach and ukuleles save the
world? Alternatively, is it already saved and who should decide? Return of the
Yggdrasil is a comedy romp through ecological Armageddon. Hang onto your
phone and prepare for a thought-provoking journey through issues such as the
media, sustainable agriculture, plant communication, climate change, science
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and the nature of truth.
Panchaali, wife of the five legendary Pandavas brothers, offers her own version of the ancient
Indian epic, The Mahabharat, as she chronicles the story of her magical birth, the problems of
dealing with five husbands who have been cheated out of their birthright, the trials she
endures, her friendship with Krishna, and her attraction to her husband's enemy. Reprint.
30,000 first printing.
SHORTLISTED FOR THE 1999 BOOKER PRIZE Uma, the plain, spinster daughter of a closeknit Indian family, is trapped at home, smothered by her overbearing parents and their
traditions, unlike her ambitious younger sister Aruna, who brings off a 'good' marriage, and
brother Arun, the disappointing son and heir who is studying in America. Across the world in
Massachusetts, life with the Patton family is bewildering for Arun in the alien culture of
freedom, freezers and paradoxically self-denying self-indulgence.
A classic work of magical realism, this bestselling novel by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni tells the
story of Tilo, a young woman from another time who has a gift for the mystical art of spices.
Now immortal, and living in the gnarled and arthritic body of an old woman, Tilo has set up
shop in Oakland, California, where she administers curatives to her customers. But when she's
surprised by an unexpected romance with a handsome stranger, she must choose between
everlasting life and the vicissitudes of modern society. Spellbinding and hypnotizing, The
Mistress of Spices is a tale of joy, sorrow, and one special woman's magical powers.
After his family is forced into a life of poverty on the harsh streets of Calcutta and his father
goes missing, Anand encounters a stranger who asks him to watch over his magical conch,
and that meeting soon leads Anand on an important journey into the high mountains to bring
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the conch back to its rightful home. Reader's Guide available. Reprint.
In this collection, gifted poet and novelist Kim Addonizio uses her literary powers to bring to life
a variety of settings, all connected through the suggestion that things in the known world are
not what they seem. In "Beautiful Lady of the Snow," young Annabelle turns to a host of family
pets to combat the alienation she feels caught between her distracted mother and ailing
grandfather; in "Night Owls," a young college student's crush on her acting partner is
complicated by the bloodlust of being half-vampire; in "Cancer Poems," a dying woman turns
to a poetry workshop to make sense of her terminal diagnosis and final days; in "Intuition," a
young girl's sexual forays bring her closer to her best friend's father; and in the collection's title
story, a photographer looks back to his youth spent as a young illusionist under the big tent
and his obsessive affair with the carnival owner's wife. Distracted parents, first love, the twin
forces of alienation and isolation: the characters in The Palace of Illusions all must contend
with these challenges, trafficking in the fault lines between the real and the imaginary, often in
a world not of their making. The stories in this collection have appeared in journals ranging
from Narrative Magazine to The Fairy Tale Review, and include the much loved "Ever After,"
which was featured on NPR's "Selected Shorts."
THE MAHABHARATA ENDURES AS THE GREAT EPIC OF INDIA. But while Jaya is the story
of the Pandavas, told from the perspective of the victors of Kurukshetra; Ajaya is the narrative
of the ÔunconquerableÕ Kauravas, who were decimated to the last man. At the heart of
IndiaÕs most powerful empire, a revolution is brewing. Bhishma, the noble patriarch of
Hastinapura, is struggling to maintain the unity of his empire. On the throne sits Dhritarashtra,
the blind King, and his foreign-born Queen Ð Gandhari. In the shadow of the throne stands
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Kunti, the Dowager-Queen, burning with ambition to see her firstborn become the ruler,
acknowledged by all. And in the wings: Parashurama, the enigmatic Guru of the powerful
Southern Confederate, bides his time to take over and impose his will from mountains to
ocean. Ekalavya, a young Nishada, yearns to break free of caste restrictions and become a
warrior. Karna, son of a humble charioteer, travels to the South to study under the foremost
Guru of the day and become the greatest archer in the land. Balarama, the charismatic leader
of the Yadavas, dreams of building the perfect city by the sea and seeing his people
prosperous and proud once more. Takshaka, guerilla leader of the Nagas, foments a revolution
by the downtrodden as he lies in wait in the jungles of India, where survival is the only dharma.
Jara, the beggar, and his blind dog Dharma, walk the dusty streets of India, witness to people
and events far greater than they, as the Pandavas and the Kauravas confront their searing
destinies. Amidst the chaos, Prince Suyodhana, heir of Hastinapura, stands tall, determined to
claim his birthright and act according to his conscience. He is the maker of his own destiny Ð
or so he believes. While in the corridors of the Hastinapura palace, a foreign Prince plots to
destroy India. And the dice fallsÉ
A luminous story of a young artist grappling with first love, family boundaries and the
complications of a cross-cultural relationship. Perfect for fans of Sandhya Menon, Erika
Sanchez and Jandy Nelson. Rani Kelkar has never lied to her parents, until she meets Oliver.
The same qualities that draw her in--his tattoos, his charisma, his passion for art--make him
her mother's worst nightmare. They begin dating in secret, but when Oliver's troubled home life
unravels, he starts to ask more of Rani than she knows how to give, desperately trying to fit
into her world, no matter how high the cost. When a twist of fate leads Rani from Evanston,
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Illinois to Pune, India for a summer, she has a reckoning with herself--and what's really
brewing beneath the surface of her first love. Winner of SCBWI's Emerging Voices award,
Anuradha D. Rajurkar takes an honest look at the ways cultures can clash in an interracial
relationship. Braiding together themes of sexuality, artistic expression, and appropriation, she
gives voice to a girl claiming ownership of her identity, one shattered stereotype at a time. "A
brave, beautiful exploration of identity--those thrust upon us, and those we forge for ourselves."
--Elana K. Arnold, award-winning author of What Girls Are Made Of
The first of Louise Erdrich’s polysymphonic novels set in North Dakota – a fictional landscape
that, in Erdrich’s hands, has become iconic – Love Medicine is the story of three generations
of Ojibwe families. Set against the tumultuous politics of the reservation,the lives of the
Kashpaws and the Lamartines are a testament to the endurance of a people and the sorrows
of history.

The Palace of Illusions takes us back to a time that is half-history, half-myth, and wholly
magical; narrated by Panchaali, the wife of the five Pandava brothers, we are -- finally -given a woman's take on the timeless tale that is the Mahabharata Tracing Panchaali's
life -- from fiery birth and lonely childhood, where her beloved brother is her only true
companion; through her complicated friendship with the enigmatic Krishna; to marriage,
motherhood and Panchaali's secret attraction to the mysterious man who is her
husbands' most dangerous enemy -- The Palace of Illusions is a deeply human novel
about a woman born into a man's world -- a world of warriors, gods and the ever
manipulating hands of fate. ‘A mythic tale brimming with warriors, magic and
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treachery’ Los Angeles Times ‘A radiant entree into an ancient mythology . . .
Charming and remarkable’ Houston Chronicle ‘A woman’s look at crime and
punishment, loyalty, promises, love and vengeance . . . With The Palace of Illusions,
Divakaruni has proven that her storytelling talents put her right up there with the best’
Miami Herald
She rose from commoner to become the last reigning queen of India’s Sikh Empire. In
this dazzling novel, based on true-life events, bestselling author Chitra Banerjee
Divakaruni presents the unforgettable story of Jindan, who transformed herself from
daughter of the royal kennel keeper to powerful monarch. Sharp-eyed, stubborn, and
passionate, Jindan was known for her beauty. When she caught the eye of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh, she was elevated to royalty, becoming his youngest and last queen—and
his favorite. And when her son, barely six years old, unexpectedly inherited the throne,
Jindan assumed the regency. She transformed herself from pampered wife to warrior
ruler, determined to protect her people and her son’s birthright from the encroaching
British Empire. Defying tradition, she stepped out of the zenana, cast aside the veil, and
conducted state business in public, inspiring her subjects in two wars. Her power and
influence were so formidable that the British, fearing an uprising, robbed the rebel
queen of everything she had, but nothing crushed her indomitable will. An exquisite
love story of a king and a commoner, a cautionary tale about loyalty and betrayal, a
powerful parable of the indestructible bond between mother and child, and an
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inspiration for our times, Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s novel brings alive one of the
most fearless women of the nineteenth century, one whose story cries out to be told.
An acclaimed novel by the author of The Mistress of Spices, and Before We Visit the
Goddess. Jhumpa Lahiri praises: "One Amazing Thing collapses the walls dividing
characters and cultures; what endures is a chorus of voices in one single room." Late
afternoon sun sneaks through the windows of a passport and visa office in an unnamed
American city. Most customers and even most office workers have come and gone, but
nine people remain. A punky teenager with an unexpected gift. An upper-class
Caucasian couple whose relationship is disintegrating. A young Muslim-American man
struggling with the fallout of 9/11. A graduate student haunted by a question about love.
An African-American ex-soldier searching for redemption. A Chinese grandmother with
a secret past. And two visa office workers on the verge of an adulterous affair. When an
earthquake rips through the afternoon lull, trapping these nine characters together, their
focus first jolts to their collective struggle to survive. There's little food. The office begins
to flood. Then, at a moment when the psychological and emotional stress seems nearly
too much for them to bear, the young graduate student suggests that each tell a
personal tale, "one amazing thing" from their lives, which they have never told anyone
before. And as their surprising stories of romance, marriage, family, political upheaval,
and self-discovery unfold against the urgency of their life-or-death circumstances, the
novel proves the transcendent power of stories and the meaningfulness of human
Page 21/23

Acces PDF The Palace Of Illusions Stories
expression itself. From Chitra Divakaruni, author of such finely wrought, bestselling
novels as Sister of My Heart, The Palace of Illusions, and The Mistress of Spices,
comes her most compelling and transporting story to date. One Amazing Thing is a
passionate creation about survival--and about the reasons to survive.
"A new novel from the author of Oleander Girl, a novel in stories, built around crucial
moments in the lives of 3 generations of womin in an Indian/Indian-American Family"-Karna's Wife: The Outcast's Queen tells the extraordinary story of Karna, the unsung
hero of the Mahabharata, through the eyes of his wife Uruvi, bringing his story to the
reader from a unique perspective. An accomplished Kshatriya princess who falls in love
with and dares to choose the 'sutaputra' over Arjun, Uruvi must come to terms with the
social implications of her marriage and learn to use her love and intelligence to be
accepted by Karna and his family. Though she becomes his mainstay, counselling and
guiding him, his blind allegiance to Duryodhana is beyond her power to change. The
story of Uruvi and Karna unfolds against the backdrop of the struggle between the
Pandavas and the Kauravas. As events build up leading to the great war of the
Mahabharata, Uruvi is a witness to the twists and turns of Karna's fate; and how it is
inextricably linked to divine design. A splendid saga from the pages of the
Mahabharata, Karna's Wife: The Outcast's Queen brings its characters alive in all their
majesty.
My Eyes Are Up Here is a razor-sharp debut about a girl struggling to rediscover her
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sense of self in the year after her body decided to change all the rules. If Greer Walsh
could only live inside her head, life would be easier. She'd be able to focus on excelling
at math or negotiating peace talks between her best friend and . . . everyone else. She
wouldn't spend any time worrying about being the only Kennedy High student whose
breasts are bigger than her head. But you can't play volleyball inside your head. Or go
to the pool. Or have confusingly date-like encounters with the charming new boy. You
need an actual body for all of those things. And Greer is entirely uncomfortable in hers.
Hilarious and heartbreakingly honest, My Eyes Are Up Here is a story of awkwardness
and ferocity, of imaginary butterflies and rock-solid friends. It's the story of a girl finding
her way out of her oversized sweatshirt and back into the real world.
After a year of living separate lives, Anju is reunited with Sudha in America and they
must deal with establishing new relationships with their families in India and with men
and women outside the Indian immigrant community.
Weaving tales of India and of the new settlers in America, Chitra Divakaruni's stories
explore themes of solitude, expectations, love and betrayal, as well as other reflections
on life in both the East and the West.
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