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Literature
Class-tested by Henry Louis Gates Jr. in his groundbreaking course, Call and Response is an
innovative core reader for African American Studies.

This magisterial Norton Anthology, edited by world-renowned scholars, offers a portable library
of more than 1,000 primary texts from the world’s major religions. To help readers encounter
strikingly unfamiliar texts with pleasure; accessible introductions, headnotes, annotations,
pronouncing glossaries, maps, illustrations and chronologies are provided. For readers of any
religion or none, The Norton Anthology of World Religions opens new worlds that, as Miles
writes, invite us "to see others with a measure of openness, empathy, and good will..."
Unprecedented in scope and approach, The Norton Anthology of World Religions: Christianity
brings together over 150 texts from the Apostolic Era to the New Millennium. The volume
features Jack Miles’s illuminating General Introduction—“How the West Learned to Compare
Religions”—as well as Lawrence S. Cunningham’s “The Words and the Word Made Flesh,” a
lively primer on the history and core tenets of Christianity.
Welcomed on publication as "brilliant, definitive, and a joy to teach from," The Norton
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Anthology of African American Literature was adopted at more than 1,275 colleges and
universities worldwide. Now, the new Second Edition offers these highlights.
The graphic-novel adaptation of Octavia E. Butler’s groundbreaking dystopian novel, Parable
of the Sower, the follow-up to Kindred, a #1 New York Times bestseller In this graphic-novel
adaptation of Octavia E. Butler’s Parable of the Sower by Damian Duffy and John Jennings,
the award-winning team behind Kindred: A Graphic Novel Adaptation, the author portrays a
searing vision of America’s future. In the year 2024, the country is marred by unattended
environmental and economic crises that lead to social chaos. Lauren Olamina, a preacher’s
daughter living in Los Angeles, is protected from danger by the walls of her gated community.
However, in a night of fire and death, what begins as a fight for survival soon leads to
something much more: a startling vision of human destiny . . . and the birth of a new faith.
"In this pathbreaking collection of articles, Dr. Beverly Guy-Sheftall has taken us from the early
1830s to contemporary times. Only since the seventies have black women used the term
"feminism." And yet, it is that concept that she uses to bring into the same frame the ideas and
analyses of Maria Stewart, Sojourner Truth, and Frances W.E. Harper of the early nineteenth
century, and the work of women such as the late Audre Lorde, Barbara Smith, and bell hooks
who stand on the threshold of the twenty-first century... She has refused to cut off
contemporary African American women from the long line of sisters who have righteously
struggled for the liberation of African American women from the dual oppressions of racism
and sexism." —From the epilogue by Johnnetta B. Cole, President, Spelman College "The
indefatigable Beverly Guy-Sheftall has put together a breathtaking sweep of African American
feminist thought in one indispensable volume." —Elizabeth Spelman, Professor of Philosophy,
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Smith College
Imperium in Imperio (1899) is a novel by Sutton E. Griggs. Written while Sutton was at the
beginning of his career as a Baptist minister, Imperium in Imperio was sold door to door and
earned modest praise upon publication. Although Griggs’ novels were largely forgotten by the
mid-twentieth century, scholars have recently sought to emphasize his role as an activist and
author involved with the movement for Black nationalism in the United States. Critics since
have recognized Griggs as a pioneering political figure and author whose utopian themes and
engagement with contemporary crises constitute some of the era’s most radical literary efforts
by an African American writer. Born and raised in rural Virginia, Belton Piedmont knows the
struggle of the poor Black American firsthand. In school, he befriends Bernard Belgrave, a
young boy from a wealthier family who ends up enrolling in Harvard, leaving his roots for the
center of American success. Although Belton remains behind, he devotes himself to activism
and receives a check from an anti-lynching politician allowing him to attend college in
Nashville. On campus, he gains a reputation for his radical politics, organizing acts of civil
disobedience in order to oppose the segregation and inequality rampant at the institution.
When a lynch mob leaves him gravely wounded, he wakes up on an operating table in a panic
and accidentally kills his physician. His trial gains national attention, earning him the support of
his old friend Bernard and his prominent political allies, who help Belton appeal his case. Years
later, Bernard receives a cryptic invitation to Waco, Texas, where he finds Belton waiting for
him. A group of Black nationalists have established a functional shadow state, and intend to
use their power to secede from the Union. With a beautifully designed cover and professionally
typeset manuscript, this edition of Sutton E Griggs’ Imperium and Imperio is a classic work of
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African American literature reimagined for modern readers.
The gold standard anthology for anyone who wants to understand the development and
current state of literary theory. Offering 191 pieces by 157 authors, The Norton Anthology of
Theory and Criticism, Third Edition, is more comprehensive and more varied in its selection
than any other anthology. Forty-eight NEW selections—concentrated mostly on the twentieth
and twenty-first centuries—make the book not only the best overview of the history of theory,
but also a remarkably up-to-date portrait of the state of theory today.
The essential, sweeping story of Juneteenth’s integral importance to American history, as told
by a Pulitzer Prize–winning historian and Texas native. Weaving together American history,
dramatic family chronicle, and searing episodes of memoir, Annette Gordon-Reed’s On
Juneteenth provides a historian’s view of the country’s long road to Juneteenth, recounting
both its origins in Texas and the enormous hardships that African-Americans have endured in
the century since, from Reconstruction through Jim Crow and beyond. All too aware of the
stories of cowboys, ranchers, and oilmen that have long dominated the lore of the Lone Star
State, Gordon-Reed—herself a Texas native and the descendant of enslaved people brought to
Texas as early as the 1820s—forges a new and profoundly truthful narrative of her home state,
with implications for us all. Combining personal anecdotes with poignant facts gleaned from the
annals of American history, Gordon-Reed shows how, from the earliest presence of Black
people in Texas to the day in Galveston on June 19, 1865, when Major General Gordon
Granger announced the end of legalized slavery in the state, African-Americans played an
integral role in the Texas story. Reworking the traditional “Alamo” framework, she powerfully
demonstrates, among other things, that the slave- and race-based economy not only defined
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the fractious era of Texas independence but precipitated the Mexican-American War and,
indeed, the Civil War itself. In its concision, eloquence, and clear presentation of history, On
Juneteenth vitally revises conventional renderings of Texas and national history. As our nation
verges on recognizing June 19 as a national holiday, On Juneteenth is both an essential
account and a stark reminder that the fight for equality is exigent and ongoing.

Now an Award-winning Motion Picture, Twelve Years a Slave by Solomon Northup, is a
heartfelt memoir by an African American man who was born free in Saratoga, New York
but was tricked and kidnapped in 1843. He was sold into slavery and kept in bondage
for 12 years in Louisiana before he could get word to his friends and return to his family.
Read the story in Solomon's own words.
W. E. B. Du Bois was the pre-eminent African American intellectual of the twentieth
century. As a pioneering historian, sociologist and civil rights activist, and as a novelist
and autobiographer, he made the problem of race central to an understanding of the
United States within both national and transnational contexts; his masterwork The
Souls of Black Folk (1903) is today among the most widely read and most often quoted
works of American literature. This Companion presents ten specially commissioned
essays by an international team of scholars which explore key aspects of Du Bois's
work. The book offers students a critical introduction to Du Bois, as well as opening
new pathways into the further study of his remarkable career. It will be of interest to all
those working in African American studies, American literature, and American studies
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generally.
Nellie Y. McKay (1930–2006) was a pivotal figure in contemporary American letters.
The author of several books, McKay is best known for coediting the canon-making
Norton Anthology of African American Literature with Henry Louis Gates Jr., which
helped secure a place for the scholarly study of Black writing that had been ignored by
white academia. However, there is more to McKay's life and legacy than her literary
scholarship. After her passing, new details about McKay's life emerged, surprising
everyone who knew her. Why did McKay choose to hide so many details of her past?
Shanna Greene Benjamin examines McKay's path through the professoriate to learn
about the strategies, sacrifices, and successes of contemporary Black women in the
American academy. Benjamin shows that McKay's secrecy was a necessary tactic that
a Black, working-class woman had to employ to succeed in the white-dominated space
of the American English department. Using extensive archives and personal
correspondence, Benjamin brings together McKay's private life and public work to
expand how we think about Black literary history and the place of Black women in
American culture.
New York Times bestselling author Walter Mosley introduces an "astonishing
character" (Los Angeles Times Book Review) in this acclaimed collection of entwined
tales. Meet Socrates Fortlow, a tough ex-con seeking truth and redemption in South
Central Los Angeles -- and finding the miracle of survival. "I either committed a crime or
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had a crime done to me every day I was in jail. Once you go to prison you belong
there." Socrates Fortlow has done his time: twenty-seven years for murder and rape,
acts forged by his huge, rock-breaking hands. Now, he has come home to a new kind
of prison: two battered rooms in an abandoned building in Watts. Working for the
Bounty supermarket, and moving perilously close to invisibility, it is Socrates who
throws a lifeline to a drowning man: young Darryl, whose shaky path is already
bloodstained and fearsome. In a place of violence and hopelessness, Socrates offers
up his own battle-scarred wisdom that can turn the world around.
This stunning work illuminates today’s black experience through the voices of our most
transformative and powerful African American poets. Included in this extraordinary
volume are the poems of 43 of America’s most talented African American wordsmiths,
including Pulitzer Prize–winning poets Rita Dove, Natasha Tretheway, Yusef
Komunyakaa, and Tracy K. Smith, as well as the work of other luminaries such as
Elizabeth Alexander, Ishmael Reed, and Sonia Sanchez. Included are poems such as
“No Wound of Exit” by Patricia Smith, “We Are Not Responsible” by Harryette Mullen,
and “Poem for My Father” by Quincy Troupe. Each is accompanied by a photograph of
the poet along with a first-person biography. The anthology also contains personal
essays on race such as “The Talk” by Jeannine Amber and works by Harry Belafonte,
Amiri Baraka, and The Reverend Dr. William Barber II, architect of the Moral Mondays
movement, as well as images and iconic political posters of the Black Lives Matter
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movement, Malcolm X, and the Black Panther Party. Taken together, Of Poetry and
Protest gives voice to the current conversation about race in America while also
providing historical and cultural context. It serves as an excellent introduction to African
American poetry and is a must-have for every reader committed to social justice and
racial harmony.
A collection of humorous quotes and writings of African-American women throughtout
history ranges from slave narrators to Toni Morrison and Whoopi Goldberg
The most trusted anthology for complete works and helpful editorial apparatus. The
Tenth Edition supports survey and period courses with NEW complete major works,
NEW contemporary writers, and dynamic and easy-to-access digital resources. NEW
video modules help introduce students to literature in multiple exciting ways. These
innovations make the Norton an even better teaching tool for instructors and, as ever,
an unmatched value for students.
Black Nature is the first anthology to focus on nature writing by African American poets,
a genre that until now has not commonly been counted as one in which African
American poets have participated. Black poets have a long tradition of incorporating
treatments of the natural world into their work, but it is often read as political, historical,
or protest poetry--anything but nature poetry. This is particularly true when the definition
of what constitutes nature writing is limited to work about the pastoral or the wild.
Camille T. Dungy has selected 180 poems from 93 poets that provide unique
Page 8/18

Acces PDF The Norton Anthology Of African American Literature
perspectives on American social and literary history to broaden our concept of nature
poetry and African American poetics. This collection features major writers such as
Phillis Wheatley, Rita Dove, Yusef Komunyakaa, Gwendolyn Brooks, Sterling Brown,
Robert Hayden, Wanda Coleman, Natasha Trethewey, and Melvin B. Tolson as well as
newer talents such as Douglas Kearney, Major Jackson, and Janice Harrington.
Included are poets writing out of slavery, Reconstruction, the Harlem Renaissance, the
Black Arts Movement, and late twentieth- and early twenty-first-century African
American poetic movements. Black Nature brings to the fore a neglected and vital
means of considering poetry by African Americans and nature-related poetry as a
whole. A Friends Fund Publication.
Bars Fight, a ballad telling the tale of an ambush by Native Americans on two families in
1746 in a Massachusetts meadow, is the oldest known work by an African-American
author. Passed on orally until it was recorded in Josiah Gilbert Holland’s History of
Western Massachusetts in 1855, the ballad is a landmark in the history of literature that
should be on every book lover’s shelves.
An extensively researched volume collects groundbreaking sermons from the past
three centuries that have reflected the historical and spiritual pilgrimage of black people
in America, in an anthology that includes pieces by such figures as Sojourner Truth,
Frederick Douglass, and Martin Luther King, Jr.
The novel is structured as a series of vignettes revolving around the origins and
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experiences of African Americans in the United States.
Dark Matter is the first and only series to bring together the works of black SF and
fantasy writers. The first volume was featured in the "New York Times," which named it
a Notable Book of the Year.
A collection of stories, poetry, criticism, and essays by black writers reflects their
environment and attitudes
Booker Taliaferro Washington began life as a slave in Virginia shortly before
emancipation, but rose to become one of the most celebrated leaders the African
American community has ever had. His principal occupation was as president of the
Tuskegee Institute, which he founded in 1881, but he earned national renown as an
orator, writer and political advisor. His address at the Atlanta Exposition was a pivotal
moment in race relations in America. Washington believed deeply in the dignity of
physical labor, and that merit and talent are eventually rewarded regardless of race or
class. The Tuskegee Institution was primarily a technical college, and aimed to teach
industrial skills in addition to academic training. Students built many of the buildings on
the campus, grew the food that was eaten there, and even made the furniture, tools and
vehicles used by the school. Up from Slavery was originally published as a serialized
work in The Outlook, a Christian magazine based in New York, before being collected
in a single volume in 1901. This edition includes an introduction by Walter H. Page, a
future U.S. ambassador to the United Kingdom. This book is part of the Standard
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Ebooks project, which produces free public domain ebooks.
It is by telling the stories of their lives that black writers affirm and legitimize their
autonomy. So Smith argues in this exploration of the relationship between
autobiography and fiction in Afro-American writing. Smith sees plot construction and
characterization as providing these narrators with a measure of authority unknown in
their lives.
A National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist 'Biography' A groundbreaking biography of
the most pioneering and accomplished African-American writer of the nineteenth
century. Born into slavery in Kentucky, raised on the Western frontier on the farm
adjacent to Daniel Boone’s, “rented” out in adolescence to a succession of steamboat
captains on the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, the young man known as “Sandy”
reinvented himself as “William Wells” Brown after escaping to freedom. He lifted
himself out of illiteracy and soon became an innovative, widely admired, and hugely
popular speaker on antislavery circuits (both American and British) and went on to write
the earliest African American works in a plethora of genres: travelogue, novel (the now
canonized Clotel), printed play, and history. He also practiced medicine, ran for office,
and campaigned for black uplift, temperance, and civil rights. Ezra Greenspan’s
masterful work, elegantly written and rigorously researched, sets Brown’s life in the
richly rendered context of his times, creating a fascinating portrait of an inventive writer
who dared to challenge the racial orthodoxies and explore the racial complexities of
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nineteenth-century America.

The Norton Anthology of African American LiteratureW. W. Norton
A literary and political genealogy of the last half-century, Words of Witness
explores black feminist autobiographical narratives--in particular by June Jordan,
Edwidge Danticat, Melba Beals, Rosemary Bray, and Eisa Davis--in the context
of activism and history since the landmark 1954 segregation case, Brown vs. the
Board of Education.
The most-trusted anthology for complete works, balanced selections, and helpful
editorial apparatus, The Norton Anthology of American Literature features a
cover-to-cover revision. The Ninth Edition introduces new General Editor Robert
Levine and three new-generation editors who have reenergized the volume
across the centuries. Fresh scholarship, new authors—with an emphasis on
contemporary writers—new topical clusters, and a new ebook make the Norton
Anthology an even better teaching tool and an unmatched value for students.
A collection of poems from 1960 to the present highlights the political, social,
economic, and personal struggles of African Americans, and features works from
such poets as Gwendolyn Brooks, Rita Dove, and Major Jackson.
Complete with historical introductions, author headnotes, annotations, and
bibliographies, a groundbreaking anthology encompasses all genres of literary
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writing and ranges from slave narratives to William Faulkner to the memoirs of
Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Original.
Collaborating on The Norton Anthology of African American Literature, editors
Henry Louis Gates Jr. and Nellie Y. McKay have compiled what may be the
definitive collection of its kind. Organized chronologically, the massive work
gathers writings from six periods of black history: slavery and freedom;
Reconstruction; the Harlem Renaissance; Realism, Naturalism and Modernism;
the Black Arts Movement and the period since the 1970s. The work begins with
the vernacular tradition of spirituals, gospel and the blues; continues through
work songs, jazz and rap; ranges through sermons and folktales; and embraces
letters and journals, poetry, short fiction, novels, autobiography and drama.
Released for the first time in paperback, this landmark social and political volume
on feminism is credited with being responsible for raising awareness, liberating
both sexes, and triggering major advances in the feminist movement. Reprint.
A pillar of the West African oral tradition for centuries, this epic traces the
adventures and achievements of the Mande hero, Sunjata, as he liberates his
people from Sumaworo Kanté, the sorcerer king of Soso, and establishes the
great medieval empire of Mali. David Conrad conveys the strong narrative thrust
of the Sunjata epic in his presentation of substantial excerpts from his translation
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of a performance by Djanka Tassey Condé. Readers approaching the epic for the
first time will appreciate the translation's highly readable, poetic English as well
as Conrad's informative Introduction and notes. Scholars will find the familiar
heroes and heroines taking on new dimensions, secondary characters gaining
increased prominence, and previously unknown figures emerging from obscurity.
"Thanks to his careful editing and translating of Condé's narrative, Conrad offers
a highly readable version of the epic that is about a third of its original length. The
translation communicates not only the poetic qualities and the essential events of
the Sunjata legend but also the master bard's performance values. Thus, this
rendering will fascinate those who already know the story and culture and those
coming to the epic for the first time. Conrad provides an excellent introduction to
Mande oral tradition, the role of the griot, and the Manding belief system. Though
he makes no claim for this as the complete scholarly edition, he does provide
helpful scholarly notes, a glossary, and a good bibliography. . . . Summing up:
Highly recommended." --L. W. Yoder, CHOICE
"This is a book of stories," writes Henry Louis Gates, "and all might be described as 'narratives
of ascent.'" As some remarkable men talk about their lives, many perspectives on race and
gender emerge. For the notion of the unitary black man, Gates argues, is as imaginary as the
creature that the poet Wallace Stevens conjured in his poem "Thirteen Ways of Looking at a
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Blackbird." James Baldwin, Colin Powell, Harry Belafonte, Bill T. Jones, Louis Farrakhan,
Anatole Broyard, Albert Murray -- all these men came from modest circumstances and all
achieved preeminence. They are people, Gates writes, "who have shaped the world as much
as they were shaped by it, who gave as good as they got." Three are writers -- James Baldwin,
who was once regarded as the intellectual spokesman for the black community; Anatole
Broyard, who chose to hide his black heritage so as to be seen as a writer on his own terms;
and Albert Murray, who rose to the pinnacle of literary criticism. There is the general-turnedpolitical-figure Colin Powell, who discusses his interactions with three United States presidents;
there is Harry Belafonte, the entertainer whose career has been distinct from his fervent
activism; there is Bill T. Jones, dancer and choreographer, whose fierce courage and creativity
have continued in the shadow of AIDS; and there is Louis Farrakhan, the controversial
religious leader. These men and others speak of their lives with candor and intimacy, and what
emerges from this portfolio of influential men is a strikingly varied and profound set of ideas
about what it means to be a black man in America today.
Educator, writer, critic, intellectual, film-maker-Henry Louis Gates, Jr., has been widely praised
as being one of America's most prominent and prolific scholars. In what will be an essential
volume, The Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Reader collects three decades of writings from his many
fields of interest and expertise. From his earliest work of literary-historical excavation in 1982,
through his current writings on the history and science of African American genealogy, the
essays collected here follow his path as historian, theorist, canon-builder, and cultural critic,
revealing a thinker of uncommon breadth whose work is uniformly guided by the drive to
uncover and restore a history that has for too long been buried and denied. An invaluable
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reference, The Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Reader will be a singular reflection of one of our most
gifted minds.
The visionary author’s masterpiece pulls us—along with her Black female hero—through time to
face the horrors of slavery and explore the impacts of racism, sexism, and white supremacy
then and now. Dana, a modern black woman, is celebrating her twenty-sixth birthday with her
new husband when she is snatched abruptly from her home in California and transported to
the antebellum South. Rufus, the white son of a plantation owner, is drowning, and Dana has
been summoned to save him. Dana is drawn back repeatedly through time to the slave
quarters, and each time the stay grows longer, more arduous, and more dangerous until it is
uncertain whether or not Dana's life will end, long before it has a chance to begin.
Winner of the 2018 NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Literary Work, Fiction These nearly
150 African American folktales animate our past and reclaim a lost cultural legacy to redefine
American literature. Drawing from the great folklorists of the past while expanding African
American lore with dozens of tales rarely seen before, The Annotated African American
Folktales revolutionizes the canon like no other volume. Following in the tradition of such
classics as Arthur Huff Fauset’s “Negro Folk Tales from the South” (1927), Zora Neale
Hurston’s Mules and Men (1935), and Virginia Hamilton’s The People Could Fly (1985),
acclaimed scholars Henry Louis Gates Jr. and Maria Tatar assemble a groundbreaking
collection of folktales, myths, and legends that revitalizes a vibrant African American past to
produce the most comprehensive and ambitious collection of African American folktales ever
published in American literary history. Arguing for the value of these deceptively simple stories
as part of a sophisticated, complex, and heterogeneous cultural heritage, Gates and Tatar
Page 16/18

Acces PDF The Norton Anthology Of African American Literature
show how these remarkable stories deserve a place alongside the classic works of African
American literature, and American literature more broadly. Opening with two introductory
essays and twenty seminal African tales as historical background, Gates and Tatar present
nearly 150 African American stories, among them familiar Brer Rabbit classics, but also stories
like “The Talking Skull” and “Witches Who Ride,” as well as out-of-print tales from the 1890s’
Southern Workman. Beginning with the figure of Anansi, the African trickster, master of
improvisation—a spider who plots and weaves in scandalous ways—The Annotated African
American Folktales then goes on to draw Caribbean and Creole tales into the orbit of the
folkloric canon. It retrieves stories not seen since the Harlem Renaissance and brings back
archival tales of “Negro folklore” that Booker T. Washington proclaimed had emanated from a
“grapevine” that existed even before the American Revolution, stories brought over by slaves
who had survived the Middle Passage. Furthermore, Gates and Tatar’s volume not only
defines a new canon but reveals how these folktales were hijacked and misappropriated in
previous incarnations, egregiously by Joel Chandler Harris, a Southern newspaperman, as well
as by Walt Disney, who cannibalized and capitalized on Harris’s volumes by creating cartoon
characters drawn from this African American lore. Presenting these tales with illuminating
annotations and hundreds of revelatory illustrations, The Annotated African American Folktales
reminds us that stories not only move, entertain, and instruct but, more fundamentally, inspire
and keep hope alive. The Annotated African American Folktales includes: Introductory essays,
nearly 150 African American stories, and 20 seminal African tales as historical background The
familiar Brer Rabbit classics, as well as news-making vernacular tales from the 1890s’
Southern Workman An entire section of Caribbean and Latin American folktales that finally
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become incorporated into the canon Approximately 200 full-color, museum-quality images
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