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The Bayeux Tapestry is the world’s most famous textile–an exquisite 230-foot-long embroidered panorama depicting the events
surrounding the Norman Conquest of 1066. It is also one of history’s most mysterious and compelling works of art. This haunting
stitched account of the battle that redrew the map of medieval Europe has inspired dreams of theft, waves of nationalism, visions
of limitless power, and esthetic rapture. In his fascinating new book, Yale professor R. Howard Bloch reveals the history, the
hidden meaning, the deep beauty, and the enduring allure of this astonishing piece of cloth. Bloch opens with a gripping account of
the event that inspired the Tapestry: the swift, bloody Battle of Hastings, in which the Norman bastard William defeated the AngloSaxon king, Harold, and laid claim to England under his new title, William the Conqueror. But to truly understand the connection
between battle and embroidery, one must retrace the web of international intrigue and scandal that climaxed at Hastings. Bloch
demonstrates how, with astonishing intimacy and immediacy, the artisans who fashioned this work of textile art brought to life a
moment that changed the course of British culture and history. Every age has cherished the Tapestry for different reasons and
read new meaning into its enigmatic words and images. French nationalists in the mid-nineteenth century, fired by Tapestry’s
evocation of military glory, unearthed the lost French epic “The Song of Roland,” which Norman troops sang as they marched to
victory in 1066. As the Nazis tightened their grip on Europe, Hitler sent a team to France to study the Tapestry, decode its Nordic
elements, and, at the end of the war, with Paris under siege, bring the precious cloth to Berlin. The richest horde of buried AngloSaxon treasure, the matchless beauty of Byzantine silk, Aesop’s strange fable “The Swallow and the Linseed,” the colony that
Anglo-Saxon nobles founded in the Middle East following their defeat at Hastings–all are brilliantly woven into Bloch’s riveting
narrative. Seamlessly integrating Norman, Anglo-Saxon, Viking, and Byzantine elements, the Bayeux Tapestry ranks with Chartres
and the Tower of London as a crowning achievement of medieval Europe. And yet, more than a work of art, the Tapestry served
as the suture that bound up the wounds of 1066. Enhanced by a stunning full-color insert that includes reproductions of the
complete Tapestry, A Needle in the Right Hand of God will stand with The Professor and the Madman and How the Irish Saved
Civilization as a triumph of popular history.
In the Middle Ages writers were still deeply involved in the legal and linguistic consequences of the Norman victory. Later, the
issues became directly relevant to debates about constitutional rights; the theory of a "Norman yoke" provided first a call for
revolution and, by the nineteenth century, a romantic vision of a lost Saxon paradise. When history became a subject for academic
study, controversies still raged around such subjects as Saxon versus Norman institutions. The debates are still going on. Interest
has now moved to such subjects as peoples and races, frontier societies, women's studies and colonialism.
The Norman Conquest was one of the most significant events in European history. Over forty years from 1066, England was
traumatised and transformed. The Anglo-Saxon ruling class was eliminated, foreign elites took control of Church and State, and
England's entire political, social and cultural orientation was changed. Out of the upheaval which followed the Battle of Hastings, a
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new kind of Englishness emerged and the priorities of England's new rulers set the kingdom on the political course it was to follow
for the rest of the Middle Ages. However, the Norman Conquest was more than a purely English phenomenon, for Wales, Scotland
and Normandy were all deeply affected by it too. This book's broad sweep successfully encompasses these wider British and
French perspectives to offer a fresh, clear and concise introduction to the events which propelled the two nations into the Middle
Ages and dramatically altered the course of history.
1066 saw three kings of England, the last of whom was William, Duke of Normandy. The origins, course & outcomes of William the
Conqueror's conquest of England 1051-1087.
On the 14th October 1066 the fate of England was changed forever. Harold Godwinson lay dead on the battlefield and William, the
Duke of Normandy, would soon be crowned King of England. No longer would Anglo-Saxons or Vikings rule England; this was the
age of the Normans. Renowned scholar, Edward A. Freeman, gives a fascinating overview of this momentous event in European
history. Freeman uncovers the origins of the Norman people and their impact that they made across Europe, from Scandinavia
down to Sicily, as well as providing an outline of England prior to 1066 and an account of all the major figures who took part in the
conquest. Particularly fascinating is Freeman's analysis of how William asserted his rule after the battle and forced the formerly
Anglo-Saxon kingdom to become a Norman one with a new landowning class. This work is essential reading for anyone interested
in the medieval period and who wishes to learn more about one of the most important events in English history. Frank Barlow
stated that Freeman was extremely well qualified to study and write on the Norman Conquest as he had "a good knowledge of
languages, including Anglo-Saxon, and an interest in field archaeology and architecture, with the ability to sketch buildings and
their features. Above all, he had tremendous zest." Edward A. Freeman was Regius Professor of Modern History at Oxford whose
most famous work was the six volume The History of the Norman Conquest of England. published between 1867 and 1879. This
shortened version of that work was published in 1880. He died in 1892.
The coming of the Normans to Ireland from 1169 is a pivotal moment in the country’s history. It is a period full of bloodthirsty
battles, both between armies and individuals. With colourful personalities and sharp political twists and turns, Strongbow’s story is
a fascinating one. Combining the writing style of an award-winning novelist with expert scholarship, historian Conor Kostick has
written a powerful and absorbing account of the stormy affairs of an extraordinary era.
A study of the experiences of the lesser English lords and landowners at the time of the Norman conquest and the aftermath
"This book is not an effort to tell the whole story of the Normans in Italy. It attempts, instead, to follow the main threads of the early
period: how these interlopers from northern Europe managed to find their historical role in the Italian provinces of the Byzantine
Empire, how they succeeded in replacing the Byzantine and local rulers, and then how they drove the Arab rulers out of Sicily. In
focusing on the protracted period of the conquest, that is, the second half of the eleventh century, this book sets out in particular
an account of the achievements of that remarkable set of brothers, the sons of Tancred of Hauteville, who spearheaded the
effort"--Preface.
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The Norman Conquest of England was that series of events during the latter part of the eleventh century by which a
Norman Duke was set on the throne of England, and was enabled to hand down the crown of England to his
descendants. The Norman Conquest of England does in truth mean a great deal more than the mere transfer of the
crown from one prince or one family to another, or even than the transfer of the crown from a prince born in the land to a
prince who came from beyond the sea. It means a great number of changes of all kinds which have made the history and
state of England ever since very different from what they would have been if the Norman Conquest had never happened.
The word "conquest" strictly means the winning or getting of anything; whether rightly or not; whether by force or not.
This meaning of the word has something specially to do with the Norman Conquest of England. For when King William
was called the Conqueror, it did not at first mean that he had won the crown of England by force; for he claimed it as his
own by law. But though he claimed it as his own by law, he had in fact to win it by force. We can therefore rightly speak of
the Conquest and the Conqueror in the sense which those words now commonly bear, that of winning a land and the rule
over it by strength of war. Duke William claimed the crown as his own by law, but he could only get it by coming to
England with an army and overthrowing and killing the king; and when he was called King, he had still to win the land bit
by bit, often by hard fighting, before he truly had dominion of the whole kingdom. That Duke William claimed the English
crown as his own by law, and yet had to win it in battle at the head of a foreign army, had a great deal to do with the
special character of the Norman Conquest of England, and with the effect which that Conquest has had on the history of
England ever since. There have been at different times conquests of a very different kind. Sometimes a whole people
has gone from one land to another; they have settled by force in a land where other men were dwelling, and have killed
or driven out the men whom they found in the land, or have let them live on as slaves. Here is mere force without any
pretence of right, and a conquest like this can happen only among people who are quite uncivilised, as the English were
when they first came to the island of Britain. The Norman Conquest was nothing at all like this; the English were neither
killed, nor driven out, nor made slaves, but went on living in their own land as before. The descendants of the Normans
who settled in England learned to speak English and to have the feelings of Englishmen. The effect of the Norman
Conquest of England was not to make England subject to Normandy, and it was not to make England a Norman land.
The English were not driven out nor turned into Normans. Instead, the Normans in England were turned into Englishmen,
even as they changed the laws of England, and the language, manners, and thoughts of the English.
Classic work assessing the impact of the Norman Conquest in European context.
A powerful and evocative portrait of the Norman Conquest of Europe, revealing the permanent cultural and political
legacy that resulted in their ascendency. The Norman’s conquering of the known world was a phenomenon unlike
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anything Europe had seen up to that point in history. They emerged early in the tenth century but had disappeared from
world affairs by the mid-thirteenth century. Yet in that time they had conquered England, Ireland, much of Wales and
parts of Scotland. They also founded a new Mediterranean kingdom in southern Italy and Sicily, as well as a Crusader
state in the Holy Land and in North Africa. Moreover, they had an extraordinary ability to adapt as time and place
dictated, taking on the role of Norse invaders to Frankish crusaders, from Byzantine overlords to feudal monarchs.
Drawing on archaeological and historical evidence, Trevor Rowley offers a comprehensive picture of the Normans and
argues that despite the short time span of Norman ascendancy, it is clear that they were responsible for a permanent
cultural and political legacy.
This book provides a full introduction to the Norman Conquest, an event which resulted in dramatic changes to the
nation's aristocracy, church and administration. It brought a new language and cultural influences and revolutionised
military architecture with the introduction of the castle. This profound impact was not brought about as the result of a
single battle and it took a five-year war for William to establish control over his new kingdom. The campaigns are studied
in detail, with maps showing how William's energy and strategic intelligence enabled him to defeat his formidable
opponents and create a new order.
Using a combination of original sources and sharp analysis, this book is sheds new light on a crucial period in England’s
development. From Norman Conquest to Magna Carta is a wide-ranging history of England from 1066 to 1215 ideal for
students and researchers throughout the field of medieval history. Starting with the build-up to the Battle of Hastings and
ending with the Magna Carta, Christopher Daniell traces the profound change England underwent over the period, from
religion and the life of the court through to arts and architecture. Central discussion topics include: how the Papacy
became powerful enough to proclaim Crusades and to challenge kings how new monastic orders revitalized Christianity
in England and spread European learning throughout the country how new Norman conquerors built cathedrals,
monastries and castles, which changed the English landscape forever how by 1215 the king's administration had become
more sophisticated and centralized how the acceptance of the Magna Carta by King John in 1215 would revolutionize the
world in centuries to come. This volume will make essential reading for all students and researchers of medieval history.
The origins, course & outcomes of William the Conqueror's conquest of England 1051-1087.
R. Allen Brown selects original material - literature, legal documents, letters and objects -to present the Norman
Conquest.
A radical retelling of the most important event in English history - the Norman invasion of 1066.
"In this play, Annie has arranged to spend an illicit weekend with her sister Ruth's husband Norman, and for this reason, suitably disguised,
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has asked her elder brother Reg and his wife Sarah to look after their widowed mother and the house. As it happens the seduction, thought
or planned, by each of the six characters never takes place either"--Publisher's website.
Republished in July 2014 with an Introduction on competing claims to the English crown and 1066 geography, this is an all new transcription
and translation of the 1067 Carmen by Bishop Guy d'Amiens - the earliest account of the Norman Conquest. The Carmen provides a gripping
account of ambition, war, plunder and conquest written just after the events of 1066. This new translation helps explain why, how and where
the events of the Norman Conquest occurred. The Introduction suggests the Normans landed in the Brede Valley, then a huge estuarine port
named Portus Hastingas & Pevenisel. The port and its manors either side were possessions of Fecamp Abbey in Normandy until seized
violently by Godwin and Harold during their rebellion against King Edward the Confessor in 1052. The Normans camped on the Hastingas
strand awaiting King Harold's approach and raided the region for supplies, cattle and slaves. The battle of Hastings likely occurred on a ridge
facing the valley known to the Saxons as Senlac - sandy loch. The Carmen is an epic poem in Medieval Latin attributed to Bishop Guy
d'Amiens and likely composed in 1067. Its 835 lines contain a wealth of detail about William of Normandy's claim to the English throne, the
Normans' navigation, landing and fortifications, the Battle of Hastings, King Harold's death and burial, and the political accommodation King
William agreed with the citizens of London to secure their assent for his consecration as king. The Carmen follows the conquest from
Normandy to St Valery-sur-Somme to the Sussex coast to the blood-stained ridge where the battle was fought, to King Harold's burial, to
Hastings, Dover, Winchester, Westminster and London. Throughout it offers a deeper understanding of the motivations, personalities and
politics that influenced great events. The Song of the Norman Conquest is a must read for students and historians of the Norman Conquest
and a fun read for everyone else.
The definitive and fully illustrated guide to the Bayeux Tapestry. The full history of the events leading up to the Battle of Hastings and the
story of the tapestry itself. Most people know that the Bayeux Tapestry depicts the moment when the last Anglo-Saxon king of England,
Harold Godwinson, was defeated at the Battle of Hastings in 1066 by his Norman adversary William the Conqueror. However, there is much
more to this historic treasure than merely illustrating the outcome of this famous battle. Full of intrigue and violence, the tapestry depicts
everything from eleventh-century political and social life—including the political machinations on both sides of the English Channel in the years
leading up to the Norman Conquest—to the clash of swords and stamp of hooves on the battle field. Drawing on the latest historical and
scientific research, authors David Musgrove and Michael Lewis have written the definitive book on the Bayeux Tapestry, taking readers
through its narrative, detailing the life of the tapestry in the centuries that followed its creation, explaining how it got its name, and even
offering a new possibility that neither Harold nor William were the true intended king of England. Featuring stunning, full- color photographs
throughout, The Story of the Bayeux Tapestry explores the complete tale behind this medieval treasure that continues to amaze nearly one
thousand years after its creation.
This celebrated account of society and economy in England from the first Anglo-Saxon settlements in the fifth century to the immediate
aftermath of the Norman Conquest has been a standard text since it first appeared in 1962. This long-awaited second edition incorporates the
fruits of 30 years of subsequent scholarship. It has been revised expanded and entirely reset.
This book challenges the orthodox views of William I's great census of 1086, to give an intriguing story of the origins of England’s greatest
historical record, as well as new insights into its contents.
This an account of social and economic developments in Anglo-Saxon England from the first settlements in the fifth and sixth centuries to the
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immediate aftermath of the Norman Conquest. It has become a classic, serving the needs of students, scholars, and general readers alike for
nearly thirty years. In its new format, this expanded and fully updated Second Edition will confirm the book's standing with an entirely new
generation of readers.
This riveting and authoritative USA Today and Wall Street Journal bestseller is “a much-needed, modern account of the Normans in
England” (The Times, London). The Norman Conquest was the most significant military—and cultural—episode in English history. An invasion
on a scale not seen since the days of the Romans, it was capped by one of the bloodiest and most decisive battles ever fought. Language,
law, architecture, and even attitudes toward life itself —from the destruction of the ancient ruling class to the sudden introduction of castles
and the massive rebuilding of every major church—were altered forever by the coming of the Normans. But why was this revolution so total?
Reassessing original evidence, acclaimed historian and broadcaster Marc Morris goes beyond the familiar story of William the Conqueror, an
upstart French duke who defeated the most powerful kingdom in Christendom. Morris explains why England was so vulnerable to attack; why
the Normans possessed the military cutting edge though they were perceived as less sophisticated in some respects; and why William’s
hopes of a united Anglo-Norman realm unraveled, dashed by English rebellions, Viking invasions, and the insatiable demands of his fellow
conquerors. Named one of the best books of the year by the Kansas City Star, who called the work “stunning in its action and drama,” and
the Providence Journal, who hailed it “meticulous and absorbing,” this USA Today and Wall Street Journal bestseller is a tale of gripping
drama, epic clashes, and seismic social change.
The Norman Conquest in 1066 was the last time England was successfully invaded, and was one of the most profound turning points in
English history. This fascinating Very Short Introduction focuses on the differing ways the invasion was viewed by those who witnessed it,
and how its legacy has been interpreted by generations since.

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may
freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe,
and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To
ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the
original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and
thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
An upstart French duke who sets out to conquer the most powerful and unified kingdom in Christendom. An invasion force on a
scale not seen since the days of the Romans. One of the bloodiest and most decisive battles ever fought. This new history
explains why the Norman Conquest was the most significant cultural and military episode in English history. Assessing the original
evidence at every turn, Marc Morris goes beyond the familiar outline to explain why England was at once so powerful and yet so
vulnerable to William the Conqueror’s attack. Morris writes with passion, verve, and scrupulous concern for historical accuracy.
This is the definitive account for our times of an extraordinary story, indeed the pivotal moment in the shaping of the English
nation.
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The Normans originally came to Italy and Sicily in the 11th and 12th centuries looking for adventure or a livelihood, but once there,
found opportunity for fame and fortune. The story of the Norman conquest in Italy and Sicily is indeed one of knights and
adventurers, great battles and lowly pillage, opportunism and statesmanship, and crusade and coexistence. This rich and often
dramatic study focuses on the eight sons of Tancred of Hauteville, especially Robert Guiscard, who has been called "the most
dazzling military ruler between Julius Caesar and Napoleon," and his youngest brother Roger, who conquered Sicily. It discusses
how they expanded their lands throughout southern Italy, and then took Sicily from its Muslim rulers. The brothers, often in conflict
with each other, challenged both the Papacy and the Byzantine Empire, became the main supporters of the reformed Papacy, and
founded a rich, sophisticated kingdom that lasted until the nineteenth century.
For contents, see Author Catalog.
The first major biography of a truly formidable king, whose reign was one of the most dramatic and important of the entire Middle
Ages, leading to war and conquest on an unprecedented scale. Edward I is familiar to millions as "Longshanks," conqueror of
Scotland and nemesis of Sir William Wallace (in "Braveheart"). Yet this story forms only the final chapter of the king's actionpacked life. Earlier, Edward had defeated and killed the famous Simon de Montfort in battle; travelled to the Holy Land; conquered
Wales, extinguishing forever its native rulers and constructing a magnificent chain of castles. He raised the greatest armies of the
Middle Ages and summoned the largest parliaments; notoriously, he expelled all the Jews from his kingdom.The longest-lived of
England's medieval kings, he fathered fifteen children with his first wife, Eleanor of Castile, and, after her death, he erected the
Eleanor Crosses—the grandest funeral monuments ever fashioned for an English monarch. In this book, Marc Morris examines
afresh the forces that drove Edward throughout his relentless career: his character, his Christian faith, and his sense of England's
destiny—a sense shaped in particular by the tales of the legendary King Arthur. He also explores the competing reasons that led
Edward's opponents (including Robert Bruce) to resist him. The result is a sweeping story, immaculately researched yet
compellingly told, and a vivid picture of medieval Britain at the moment when its future was decided.
At a time when the Battle of Hastings and Magna Carta have become common currency in political debate, this study of the role
played by the Norman Conquest in English history between the eleventh and the seventeenth centuries is both timely and
relevant.
Exploring the successful Norman invasion of England in 1066, this concise and readable book focuses especially on the often
dramatic and enduring changes wrought by William the Conqueror and his followers. From the perspective of a modern social
historian, Hugh M. Thomas considers the conquest's wide-ranging impact by taking a fresh look at such traditional themes as the
influence of battles and great men on history and assessing how far the shift in ruling dynasty and noble elites affected broader
aspects of English history. The author sets the stage by describing English society before the Norman Conquest and recounting
the dramatic story of the conquest, including the climactic Battle of Hastings. He then traces the influence of the invasion itself and
the Normans' political, military, institutional, and legal transformations. Inevitably following on the heels of institutional reform came
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economic, social, religious, and cultural changes. The results, Thomas convincingly shows, are both complex and surprising. In
some areas where one might expect profound influence, such as government institutions, there was little change. In other
respects, such as the indirect transformation of the English language, the conquest had profound and lasting effects. With its
combination of exciting narrative and clear analysis, this book will capture students interest in a range of courses on medieval and
Western history.
What happens when a foreigner takes over the throne of a powerful country like England? In the case of William the Conqueror,
the forced rule would have an impact that lasted centuries. William was already Duke of Normandy—part of modern-day France. In
1066, he—along with thousands of Norman soldiers—invaded England and defeated King Harold Godwinson in the Battle of
Hastings. As a result of William's victory, England's ties to Scandinavia loosened and its political and cultural traditions became
more tightly linked to France and the rest of mainland Europe. The Norman Conquest of England is one of world history's most
pivotal moments.
The Norman ConquestThe Battle of Hastings and the Fall of Anglo-Saxon EnglandOpen Road Media
In his study of northern England before, during, and after the Norman Conquest, Kapelle explains the stubborn resistance of
Northumbria and York to Norman settlement in terms of the region's geographical, historical, and political background
In an innovative approach drawn from Memory Studies, this book seeks to uncover how the Norman Conquest is popularly
"remembered".
King John is one of those historical characters who needs little in the way of introduction. If readers are not already familiar with
him as the tyrant whose misgovernment gave rise to Magna Carta, we remember him as the villain in the stories of Robin Hood.
Formidable and cunning, but also cruel, lecherous, treacherous and untrusting. Twelve years into his reign, John was regarded as
a powerful king within the British Isles. But despite this immense early success, when he finally crosses to France to recover his
lost empire, he meets with disaster. John returns home penniless to face a tide of criticism about his unjust rule. The result is
Magna Carta – a ground-breaking document in posterity, but a worthless piece of parchment in 1215, since John had no intention
of honoring it. Like all great tragedies, the world can only be put to rights by the tyrant’s death. John finally obliges at Newark
Castle in October 1216, dying of dysentery as a great gale howls up the valley of the Trent.
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