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With half a million copies in print, How to Read a
Book is the best and most successful guide to
reading comprehension for the general reader,
completely rewritten and updated with new material.
A CNN Book of the Week: “Explains not just why we
should read books, but how we should read them.
It's masterfully done.” –Farheed Zakaria Originally
published in 1940, this book is a rare phenomenon,
a living classic that introduces and elucidates the
various levels of reading and how to achieve
them—from elementary reading, through systematic
skimming and inspectional reading, to speed
reading. Readers will learn when and how to “judge
a book by its cover,” and also how to X-ray it, read
critically, and extract the author’s message from the
text. Also included is instruction in the different
techniques that work best for reading particular
genres, such as practical books, imaginative
literature, plays, poetry, history, science and
mathematics, philosophy and social science works.
Finally, the authors offer a recommended reading list
and supply reading tests you can use measure your
own progress in reading skills, comprehension, and
speed.
The Night CountryU of Nebraska Press
“No one has ever managed to make the pursuit of
knowledge feel more soulful or more immediate than
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Loren Eiseley . . . ” —Ben Cosgrove, The Daily Beast
At the height of a distinguished career as a
paleontologist, Loren Eiseley turned from fieldwork
and scientific publication to the personal essay.
Here, in The Unexpected Universe, he displays his
far-reaching knowledge and searching curiosity
about the natural world, and the qualities that led
many to hail him as a “modern Thoreau.”
Fascinating accounts of the journeys of Odysseus,
Captain Cook, and Charles Darwin frame Eiseley’s
more modest wanderings as a suburban naturalist,
attentive to the lives of small creatures. Sometimes
he travels no further than the local dump. And yet,
like Homer’s hero or these great explorers, he
continually finds a universe “not only queerer than
we suppose, but queerer than we can suppose.”
In 1910 young Loren Eiseley watched the passage
of Halley?s Comet with his father. The boy who
became a famous naturalist was never again to see
the spectacle except in his imagination. That
childhood event contributed to the profound sense of
time and space that marks The Invisible Pyramid.
This collection of essays, first published shortly after
Americans landed on the moon, explores inner and
outer space, the vastness of the cosmos, and the
limits of what can be known. Bringing poetic insight
to scientific discipline, Eiseley makes connections
between civilizations past and present, multiple
universes, humankind, and nature.
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A lyrical and meditative tour de force that traces the
evolution of man and science, including the rise of
scientific inquiry In The Firmament of
Time—nominated for a National Book Award—Loren
Eiseley offers a series of brilliant, provocative
excursions through the history of science. A
paleontologist with the soul and skill of a poet, he
reflects on the many ways in which the quest for
knowledge has been shaped by the changing
cultures in which it emerged and developed.
Examining the role of metaphor in scientific thought,
anticipations of scientific discoveries in the works of
poets and novelists, and the “unconscious
conformity” of scientific theory to prevailing
orthodoxies, he argues for the ongoing relevance of
dreams, the imagination, and the irrational to
scientific progress.
With a foreword by Stephen Jay Gould First
published in 1859, Charles Darwin's theory of
evolution inalterably transformed our view of the
history of life on the planet--and along with it, how
we understand ourselves, our origins, and our place
in the world. As we stand before the dawn of a new
century, this theory is still the source of heated
debate. In medicine, psychology, sociology, and
politics, controversial new ideas are being espoused
to claim Darwin for their legitimacy, while religious
opponents continue to press for their alternative
theory of "creationism" to be taught in the public
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schools. To being light where there has been much
heat, What Darwin Really Said offers an excellent
introduction to this great thinker's discoveries, his
view of human development, and the endurance of
his theories against the test of time.
An NYRB Classics Original Few writers had to
confront as many of the last century’s mass
tragedies as Vasily Grossman, who wrote with
terrifying clarity about the Shoah, the Battle of
Stalingrad, and the Terror Famine in the Ukraine. An
Armenian Sketchbook, however, shows us a very
different Grossman, notable for his tenderness,
warmth, and sense of fun. After the Soviet
government confiscated—or, as Grossman always
put it, “arrested”—Life and Fate, he took on the task
of revising a literal Russian translation of a long
Armenian novel. The novel was of little interest to
him, but he needed money and was evidently glad of
an excuse to travel to Armenia. An Armenian
Sketchbook is his account of the two months he
spent there. This is by far the most personal and
intimate of Grossman’s works, endowed with an air
of absolute spontaneity, as though he is simply
chatting to the reader about his impressions of
Armenia—its mountains, its ancient churches, its
people—while also examining his own thoughts and
moods. A wonderfully human account of travel to a
faraway place, An Armenian Sketchbook also has
the vivid appeal of a self-portrait.
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A modern Thoreau explores the mysteries of the
universe in this deluxe collector's boxed set. To read
Loren Eiseley (1907-1977) is to renew a sense of
wonder at the miracles and paradoxes of evolution and
the ever-changing diversity of life. At the height of a
distinguished career as a "bone-hunter" and
paleontologist, Eiseley turned from fieldwork and
scientific publication to the personal essay in six
remarkable books that are masterpieces of prose style.
Weaving together anecdote, philosophical reflection, and
keen observation with the soul and skill of a poet, Eiseley
offers a brilliant, companionable introduction to the
sciences, paving the way for writers like Carl Sagan,
Stephen Jay Gould, and Neil deGrasse Tyson. Now for
the first time, the Library of America presents his
landmark essay collections in a definitive two-volume
set. Beginning with the surprise million-copy seller The
Immense Journey (1957), Eiseley produced an
astonishing succession of books that won acclaim both
as science and as art. Here, for the first time in a single
collector's edition, are all of Eiseley's beloved, thoughtprovoking, sometimes darkly lyrical essay collections,
from The Immense Journey to the posthumous The Star
Thrower (1978). Eiseley's subjects are wide-ranging,
curious, and meticulously realized: the role of flowering
plants in evolution; a disturbing insect, seen in childhood;
the questions raised by a new fossil; a forgotten episode
in the history of science. Beginning with close
observation and vivid detail, Eiseley is fearless and
imaginative in pursuit of the cosmological dimensions of
the phenomena he describes.
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This indispensable collection is filled with marvelous
autobiographical glimpses of Loren Eiseley at different
points in his life-as a young, inquisitive man during the
Depression, as an astute archaeologist, as a blossoming
writer, and lastly, as a world-renowned observer and
essayist. Also included are poems, short stories, an
array of Eiseley's absorbing observations on the natural
world, and his always startling reflections on the nature
and future of humankind and the universe.
This collected volume of original essays proposes to
address the state of scholarship on the political, cultural,
and intellectual history of Americans responses to
wilderness from first contact to the present. While not
bringing a synthetic narrative to wilderness, the volume
will gather competing interpretations of wilderness in
historical context.
Explains the patterns method of plant identification,
describing seven key patterns for recognizing more than
45,000 species of plants, and includes an illustrated
reference guide to plant families.
The Psalms possess an enduring fascination for us. For
frankness, directness, intensity and intimacy, they are
unrivaled in all of Scripture. Somehow the psalmists
seem to have anticipated all our awe, desires and
frustrations. No wonder Christians have used the Psalms
in worship from the earliest times to the present. Yet the
Psalms cause us difficulties when we look at them
closely. Their poetry is unfamiliar in form. Many images
they use are foreign to us today. And the psalmists
sometimes express thoughts that seem unworthy of
Scripture. Tremper Longman gives us the kind of help
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we need to overcome the distance between the
psalmists' world and ours. He explains the various kinds
of psalms, the way they were used in Hebrew worship
and their relationship to the rest of the Old Testament.
Then he looks at how Christians can appropriate their
message and insights today. Turning to the art of Old
Testament poetry, he explains the use of parallelism and
imagery. Step-by-step suggestions for interpretating the
psalms on our own are followed by exercises for further
study and reflection. Also included is a helpful guide to
commentaries on the Psalms. Here is a book for all
those who long to better understand these mirrors of the
soul.
Examines the life, career, and thought of the Elizabethan
philosopher and writer, evaluating the quality and
accuracy of his vision of the future
A collection of autobiographical essays in which the
author, anthropologist Loren Eiseley, reflects on the
mysteries of life and nature.

A native of Lincoln, Nebraska, Loren Eiseley began
his lifelong exploration of nature in the salt flats and
ponds around his hometown and in the mammoth
bone collection hoarded in the old red brick museum
at the University of Nebraska, where heøconducted
his studies in anthropology. It was in pursuit of this
interest, and in the expression of his natural curiosity
and wonder, that Eiseley sprang to national fame
with the publication of such works as The Immense
Journey and The Firmament of Time. In All the
Strange Hours, Eiseley turns his considerable
Page 7/15

Acces PDF The Night Country Loren Eiseley
powers of reflection and discovery on his own life to
weave a compelling story, related with the modesty,
grace, and keen eye for a telling anecdote that
distinguish his work. His story begins with his
childhood experiences as a sickly afterthought,
weighed down by the loveless union of his parents.
From there he traces the odyssey that led to his
search for early postglacial man?and into inspiriting
philosophical territory?culminating in his uneasy
achievement of world renown. Eiseley crafts an
absorbing self-portrait of a man who has thought
deeply about his place in society as well as
humanity?s place in the natural world.
One of America’s most beloved naturalists reflects
on the “fallibility of science, the mystery of evolution,
and the surprise of life” in this fascinating essay
collection (Time) Weaving together memoir,
philosophical reflection, and his always keen
observations of the natural world, Loren Eiseley’s
essays in The Night Country explore those
moments, often dark and unexpected, when chance
encounters disturb our ordinary understandings of
the universe. The naturalist here seeks neither
“salvation in facts” nor solace in wild places:
discovering an old bone or a nest of wasps, or
remembering the haunted spaces of his lonely
Nebraska childhood, Eiseley recognizes what he
calls “the ghostliness of myself,” his own mortality,
and the paradoxes of the evolution of
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consciousness.
The American poet records his observations of the
living world and his thoughts about evolution and
human destiny
Toward the end of his life, Loren Eiseley reflected on
the mystery of life, throwing light on those dark
places traversed by himself and centuries of
humankind. The Night Country is a gift of wisdom
and beauty from the famed anthropologist. It
describes his needy childhood in Nebraska, reveals
his increasing sensitivity to the odd and ordinary in
nature, and focuses on a career that turns him
inward as he reaches outward for answers in old
bones.
An anthropologist and naturalist contemplates the
mysteries of nature through a review of his
experiences
Describes the evolution of the first flowering plants
and explores the production of a concentrated food
source that would allow larger forms of life to flourish
Anthropologist and naturalist Loren Eiseley blends
scientific knowledge and imaginative vision in this
story of man.
Reveals the hidden treasures of London's Natural
History Museum and the people, research, and
passions that created the museum, in a study of the
social history of the scientific accomplishments of the
past two centuries.
This important and urgent environmentalist text
Page 9/15

Acces PDF The Night Country Loren Eiseley
examines the origins and possible futures of
humankind within the context of the Space Age To
read Loren Eiseley is to renew a sense of wonder at
the miracles and paradoxes of evolution and the
ever-changing diversity of life. In this brilliant
collection, he considers the cosmological
significance and ultimate meanings of our
evolutionary history, offering a series of profound,
lyrical meditations on the origins and possible futures
of humankind against the backdrop of the Apollo
landings. As Western civilization attains new heights
of scientific awareness and technological skill, he
asks, is it also blind to its own limits and destructive
capacities? Always a fond observer of the natural
world, Eiseley makes a newly urgent,
environmentalist plea in The Invisible Pyramid: we
must protect the fragile “world island” against our
unchecked power to pollute and consume it.
In When Smoke Ran Like Water, the worldrenowned epidemiologist Devra Davis confronts the
public triumphs and private failures of her lifelong
battle against environmental pollution. She
documents the shocking toll of a public-health
disaster-300,000 deaths a year in the U.S. and
Europe from the effects of pollution-and asks why we
remain silent. For Davis, the issue is personal:
Pollution is what killed many in her family and forced
some of the others, survivors of the 1948 smog
emergency in Donora, Pennsylvania, to live out their
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lives with impaired health. She describes that
episode and also makes startling revelations about
how the deaths from the London smog of 1952 were
falsely attributed to influenza; how the oil companies
and auto manufacturers fought for decades to keep
lead in gasoline, while knowing it caused brain
damage; and many other battles. When Smoke Ran
Like Water makes a devastating case for change.
A treasury of Loren Eiseley's writings, selected by
the internationally acclaimed author himself, displays
his wisdom, insights, and vision as a naturalist, poet,
scientist, humanist, and autobiographer
With Trilobite, Richard Fortey, paleontologist and
author of the acclaimed Life, offers a marvelously
written, smart and compelling, accessible and witty
scientific narrative of the most ubiquitous of fossil
creatures. Trilobites were shelled animals that lived
in the oceans over five hundred million years ago. As
bewilderingly diverse then as the beetle is today,
they survived in the arctic or the tropics, were spiky
or smooth, were large as lobsters or small as fleas.
And because they flourished for three hundred
million years, they can be used to glimpse a less
evolved world of ancient continents and vanished
oceans. Erudite and entertaining, this book is a
uniquely exuberant homage to a fabulously singular
species.
New poems by the distinguished anthropologist,
naturalist, and poet reaffirm the unity of Creation, the
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importance of all living beings, and the wonders of
ancient civilizations.
Presents a collection of fictional stories,
autobiographical pieces, and newspaper columns,
arranged for reading aloud.
Great Plains Literature is an exploration of influential
literature of the Plains region in both the United States
and Canada. It reflects the destruction of the culture of
the first people who lived there, the attempts of settlers
to conquer the land, and the tragic losses and successes
of settlement that are still shaping our modern world of
environmental threat, ethnic and racial hostilities,
declining rural communities, and growing urban
populations. In addition to featuring writers such as Ole
Edvart Rölvaag, Willa Cather, and John Neihardt, who
address the epic stories of the past, Great Plains
Literature also includes contemporary writers such as
Louis Erdrich, Kent Haruf, Ted Kooser, Rilla Askew, N.
Scott Momaday, and Margaret Laurence. This literature
encompasses a history of courage and violence,
aggrandizement and aggression, triumph and terror. It
can help readers understand better how today's threats
to the environment, clashes with Native people,
struggling small towns, and rural migration to the cities
reflect the same forces that were important in the past.
Presents a biography of the naturalist and writer,
describing how his work stems from his loveless
childhood with a mentally ill mother and traveling
salesman father and his determination to succeed.
Berwick and Chomsky draw on recent developments in
linguistic theory to offer an evolutionary account of
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language and humans' remarkable, species-specific
ability to acquire it. “A loosely connected collection of
four essays that will fascinate anyone interested in the
extraordinary phenomenon of language.” —New York
Review of Books We are born crying, but those cries
signal the first stirring of language. Within a year or so,
infants master the sound system of their language; a few
years after that, they are engaging in conversations. This
remarkable, species-specific ability to acquire any
human language—“the language faculty”—raises
important biological questions about language, including
how it has evolved. This book by two distinguished
scholars—a computer scientist and a linguist—addresses
the enduring question of the evolution of language.
Robert Berwick and Noam Chomsky explain that until
recently the evolutionary question could not be properly
posed, because we did not have a clear idea of how to
define “language” and therefore what it was that had
evolved. But since the Minimalist Program, developed by
Chomsky and others, we know the key ingredients of
language and can put together an account of the
evolution of human language and what distinguishes us
from all other animals. Berwick and Chomsky discuss the
biolinguistic perspective on language, which views
language as a particular object of the biological world;
the computational efficiency of language as a system of
thought and understanding; the tension between
Darwin's idea of gradual change and our contemporary
understanding about evolutionary change and language;
and evidence from nonhuman animals, in particular vocal
learning in songbirds.
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The theory of evolution that Charles Darwin put forth in
the nineteenth century has been broadly confirmed and
enriched by the discovery of genes and by advances in
the life sciences, from paleontology to embryology. The
idea developed in this book is to take account of that
scientific fact. It offers a panorama of the world of the
vertebrates, the zoological group we ourselves are part
of. This kinship, which is obvious when we observe the
deep structure of animals, helps us to comprehend the
mechanisms of evolution and to grasp all its facets.
This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the
original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of
these works have been housed in our most important
libraries around the world), and other notations in the
work. This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and distribute this
work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.
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“Above all, do not lose your desire to walk: every day I
walk myself into a state of well-being and walk away
from every illness.” —Søren Kierkegaard Duncan
Minshull has always walked and in the last twenty years
has made use of it by writing and publishing books on
the subject. He has described the whys, hows, and
wheres of traveling on foot for various magazines and
newspapers, including The Times (London), the
Financial Times, Condé Nast Traveler, and Vogue. He
has edited two other collections on walking: While
Wandering: A Walking Companion (originally The
Vintage Book of Walking) and The Burning Leg: Walking
Scenes from Classic Fiction. Walking and writing have
always gone together. Think of the poets who walk out a
rhythm for their lines and the novelists who put their
characters on a path. But the best insights, the deepest
and most joyous examinations of this simple activity are
to be found in nonfiction—in essays, travelogues, and
memoirs. Beneath My Feet: Writers on Walking rounds
up the most memorable walker-writers from the 1700s to
the modern day, from country hikers to urban strollers,
from the rationalists to the truly outlandish. Follow in the
footsteps of William Hazlitt, George Sand, Rebecca
Solnit, Will Self, and dozens of others. Keep up with
them—and be astonished.
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