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The Moth This Is A True Story
The Mystic Order of East Alabama Fiction Writers is a group of six women who have met the first Wednesday of every month for
over a decade to read each others' work and enjoy good food and drink. Their first collection, Be The Flame, was well received.
This updated second edition of Be The Flame (Not The Moth) contains additional writing from each of the five Mystic authors:
Joanne Camp, Marian Carcache, Mary Dansak, Gail Langley, Judith Nunn, and new illustrations from Mystic artist Margee BrightRagland.
The MothThis is a True Story
-From storytelling [radio hour] The Moth, a collection about risk, courage, and facing the unknown, drawn from the ... stories .. told
on their stages, [featuring] voices both familiar and new. Storytellers include Louis C.K., Tig Notaro, John Turturro, and Meg
Wolitzer, as well as a hip hop 'one hit wonder, ' an astronomer gazing at the surface of Pluto for the first time, and a young female
spy risking everything as part of Churchill's 'secret army' during World War II. They share their ventures into uncharted
territory--and how their lives were changed forever by what they found there--From the cofounder of VerySmartBrothas.com, and one of the most read writers on race and culture at work today, a provocative
and humorous memoir-in-essays that explores the ever-shifting definitions of what it means to be Black (and male) in America For
Damon Young, existing while Black is an extreme sport. The act of possessing black skin while searching for space to breathe in
America is enough to induce a ceaseless state of angst where questions such as “How should I react here, as a professional
black person?” and “Will this white person’s potato salad kill me?” are forever relevant. What Doesn’t Kill You Makes You
Blacker chronicles Young’s efforts to survive while battling and making sense of the various neuroses his country has given him.
It’s a condition that’s sometimes stretched to absurd limits, provoking the angst that made him question if he was any good at the
“being straight” thing, as if his sexual orientation was something he could practice and get better at, like a crossover dribble move
or knitting; creating the farce where, as a teen, he wished for a white person to call him a racial slur just so he could fight him and
have a great story about it; and generating the surreality of watching gentrification transform his Pittsburgh neighborhood from
predominantly Black to “Portlandia . . . but with Pierogies.” And, at its most devastating, it provides him reason to believe that his
mother would be alive today if she were white. From one of our most respected cultural observers, What Doesn’t Kill You Makes
You Blacker is a hilarious and honest debut that is both a celebration of the idiosyncrasies and distinctions of Blackness and a
critique of white supremacy and how we define masculinity.
Best-selling writer Colin Channer's debut poetry collection tackles the unlikely literary figure of the Jamaican policeman.
Paris. The name alone conjures images of chestnut-lined boulevards, sidewalk cafés, breathtaking façades around every
corner--in short, an exquisite romanticism that has captured the American imagination for as long as there have been Americans.
In 1995, Adam Gopnik, his wife, and their infant son left the familiar comforts and hassles of New York City for the urbane glamour
of the City of Light. Gopnik is a longtime New Yorker writer, and the magazine has sent its writers to Paris for decades--but his
was above all a personal pilgrimage to the place that had for so long been the undisputed capital of everything cultural and
beautiful. It was also the opportunity to raise a child who would know what it was to romp in the Luxembourg Gardens, to enjoy a
croque monsieur in a Left Bank café--a child (and perhaps a father, too) who would have a grasp of that Parisian sense of style we
Americans find so elusive. So, in the grand tradition of the American abroad, Gopnik walked the paths of the Tuileries, enjoyed
philosophical discussions at his local bistro, wrote as violet twilight fell on the arrondissements. Of course, as readers of Gopnik's
beloved and award-winning "Paris Journals" in The New Yorker know, there was also the matter of raising a child and carrying on
with day-to-day, not-so-fabled life. Evenings with French intellectuals preceded middle-of-the-night baby feedings; afternoons were
filled with trips to the Musée d'Orsay and pinball games; weekday leftovers were eaten while three-star chefs debated a "culinary
crisis." As Gopnik describes in this funny and tender book, the dual processes of navigating a foreign city and becoming a parent
are not completely dissimilar journeys--both hold new routines, new languages, a new set of rules by which everyday life is lived.
With singular wit and insight, Gopnik weaves the magical with the mundane in a wholly delightful, often hilarious look at what it
was to be an American family man in Paris at the end of the twentieth century. "We went to Paris for a sentimental reeducation-I
did anyway-even though the sentiments we were instructed in were not the ones we were expecting to learn, which I believe is
why they call it an education."
"They say the world used to turn. They say that night would follow day in an endless dance. They say that dawn rose, dusk fell,
and we worshiped both sun and stars. That was a long time ago..." The Moth Saga, a bestselling fantasy series, tells the story of
Moth, a world torn in two--its one half always in sunlight, the other cloaked in endless night. This bundle includes the first three
novels in the series: Moth, Empires of Moth, and Secrets of Moth. Many eras ago, the world of Moth fell still, leaving one side in
perpetual daylight, the other in darkness. Torin and Bailey have spent their lives in the light, but now they're about to venture into
the dark . . . and discover a world of danger, secrets, and wonder.
From Ann Cleeves—New York Times bestselling and award-winning author of the Vera and Shetland series, both of which are hit
TV shows—comes Harbour Street. “Ann Cleeves is one of my favorite mystery writers.”—Louise Penny As the snow falls thickly on
Newcastle, the shouts and laughter of Christmas revelers break the muffled silence. Detective Joe Ashworth and his daughter
Jessie are swept along in the jostling crowd onto the Metro. But when the train is stopped due to the bad weather, and the other
passengers fade into the swirling snow, Jessie notices that one lady hasn't left the train: Margaret Krukowski has been fatally
stabbed. Arriving at the scene, DI Vera Stanhope is relieved to have an excuse to escape the holiday festivities. As she stands on
the silent, snow-covered station platform, Vera feels a familiar buzz of anticipation, sensing that this will be a complex and unusual
case. Then, just days later, a second woman is murdered. Vera knows that to find the key to this new killing she needs to
understand what had been troubling Margaret so deeply before she died - before another life is lost. She can feel in her bones that
there's a link. Retracing Margaret's final steps, Vera finds herself searching deep into the hidden past of this seemingly innocent
neighborhood, led by clues that keep revolving around one street...Harbour Street. Told with piercing prose and a forensic eye,
Ann Cleeves' gripping novel explores what happens when a community closes ranks to protect their own-and at what point silent
witnesses become complicit.
With an introduction by Neil GaimanBefore television and radio, before penny paperbacks and mass literacy, people would gather on
porches, on the steps outside their homes, and tell stories. The storytellers knew their craft and bewitched listeners would sit and listen long
into the night as moths flitted around overhead. The Moth is a non-profit group that is trying to recapture this lost art, helping storytellers - old
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hands and novices alike - hone their stories before playing to packed crowds at sold-out live events.The very best of these stories are
collected here: whether it's Bill Clinton's hell-raising press secretary or a leading geneticist with a family secret; a doctor whisked away by
nuns to Mother Teresa's bedside or a film director saving her father's Chinatown store from money-grabbing developers; the Sultan of
Brunei's concubine or a friend of Hemingway's who accidentally talks himself into a role as a substitute bullfighter, these eccentric, pitchperfect stories - all, amazingly, true - range from the poignant to the downright hilarious.
A young gay pianist is stunned when his mother blames her cancer on his homosexuality, anguishes over her slow decline, and struggles to
define himself and his relationship with his family.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER * From storytelling phenomenon and hit podcast The Moth--and featuring contributions from Meg
Wolitzer, Adam Gopnik, Krista Tippett, Andrew Solomon, Rosanne Cash, Ophira Eisenberg, Wang Ping, and more--a new collection of
unforgettable true stories about finding the strength to face the impossible, drawn from the very best ever told on its stages Carefully selected
by the creative minds at storytelling phenomenon The Moth, and adapted to the page to preserve the raw energy of stories told live, onstage
and without notes, Occasional Magic features voices familiar and new. Inside, storytellers from around the world share times when, in the
face of seemingly impossible situations, they found moments of beauty, wonder, and clarity that shed light on their lives and helped them find
a path forward. From a fifteen-year-old saving a life in Chicago to a mother of triplets trekking to the North Pole to a ninety-year-old Russian
man recalling his standoff with the KGB, these storytellers attest to the variety and richness of the human experience, and the shared threads
that connect us all. With honesty and humor, they stare down their fear, embrace uncertainty, and encourage us all to be more authentic,
vulnerable, and alive.
How many times this week has your morning commute, or just plain driving to the grocery store, turned into a road-rage-inducing nightmare?
A soccer mom steals your parking spot. A cell-phone guy cuts you off on the freeway. A student driver nearly rear-ends you at the mall. Take
heart. Honku: The Zen Antidote to Road Rage is all you need to lower your blood pressure and make you forget that jerk in the yellow SUV. A
collection of more than one hundred very funny haiku (or honku), this book shines its brights on the dark side of America's car culture.
Distilling the daily horrors of driving, parking, and ordering from the drive-through into a time-honored and respected verse form, Honku
transforms annoying moments behind the wheel into the stuff of poetry and will leave you in a state of enlightenment and bliss. Well, at the
very least it'll make you laugh. A diverting read that may inspire you to pen your own haiku, Honku is the perfect fit for the glove compartment,
to be pored over while you're stalled in traffic on the interstate.
“An outstanding book.” —The Wall Street Journal * “Gripping at every turn.” —Outside * “A gem of a book.” —The Guardian * “A hell of a
ride.” —The Times (London) An extraordinary true story about one man’s attempt to salve the wounds of war and save his own soul through
an audacious adventure. In the 1930s, as official government expeditions set their sights on conquering Mount Everest, a little-known World
War I veteran named Maurice Wilson conceives his own crazy, beautiful plan: he will fly a plane from England to Everest, crash-land on its
lower slopes, then become the first person to reach its summit—all utterly alone. Wilson doesn’t know how to climb. He barely knows how to
fly. But he has the right plane, the right equipment, and a deep yearning to achieve his goal. In 1933, he takes off from London in a Gipsy
Moth biplane with his course set for the highest mountain on earth. Wilson’s eleven-month journey to Everest is wild: full of twists, turns, and
daring. Eventually, in disguise, he sneaks into Tibet. His icy ordeal is just beginning. Wilson is one of the Great War’s heroes, but also one of
its victims. His hometown of Bradford in northern England is ripped apart by the fighting. So is his family. He barely survives the war himself.
Wilson returns from the conflict unable to cope with the sadness that engulfs him. He begins a years-long trek around the world, burning
through marriages and relationships, leaving damaged lives in his wake. When he finally returns to England, nearly a decade after he first left,
he finds himself falling in love once more—this time with his best friend’s wife—before depression overcomes him again. He emerges from his
funk with a crystalline ambition. He wants to be the first man to stand on top of the world. Wilson believes that Everest can redeem him. This
is the tale of an adventurer unlike any you have ever encountered: complex, driven, wry, haunted, and fully alive. He is a man written out of
the history books—dismissed as an eccentric, and gossiped about because of rumors of his transvestism. The Moth and the Mountain restores
Maurice Wilson to his rightful place in the annals of Everest and tells an unforgettable story about the power of the human spirit in the face of
adversity.
Flying doesn’t always mean freedom. Anna is a regular teenaged girl. She runs track with her best friend, gets good grades, and sometimes
drinks beer at parties. But one day at track practice, Anna falls unconscious . . . but instead of falling down, she falls up, defying gravity in the
disturbing first symptom of a mysterious disease. This begins a series of trips to the hospital that soon become Anna’s norm. She’s
diagnosed with lepidopsy: a rare illness that causes symptoms reminiscent of moths: floating, attraction to light, a craving for sugar, and for
an unlucky few, more dangerous physical manifestations. Anna’s world is turned upside down, and as she learns to cope with her illness,
she finds herself drifting further and further away from her former life. Her friends don’t seem to understand, running track is out of the
question, and the other kids at the disease clinic she attends once a week are a cruel reminder that things will never be the same. From
debut author Heather Kamins comes a beautiful and evocative story about one girl’s journey of choosing who she wants to be--in a life she
never planned for.
The moth snowstorm, a phenomenon Michael McCarthy remembers from his boyhood when moths “would pack a car’s headlight beams like
snowflakes in a blizzard,” is a distant memory. Wildlife is being lost, not only in the wholesale extinctions of species but also in the dwindling
of those species that still exist. The Moth Snowstorm is unlike any other book about climate change today; combining the personal with the
polemical, it is a manifesto rooted in experience, a poignant memoir of the author’s first love: nature. McCarthy traces his adoration of the
natural world to when he was seven, when the discovery of butterflies and birds brought sudden joy to a boy whose mother had just been
hospitalized and whose family life was deteriorating. He goes on to record in painful detail the rapid dissolution of nature’s abundance in the
intervening decades, and he proposes a radical solution to our current problem: that we each recognize in ourselves the capacity to love the
natural world. Arguing that neither sustainable development nor ecosystem services have provided adequate defense against pollution,
habitat destruction, species degradation, and climate change, McCarthy asks us to consider nature as an intrinsic good and an emotional and
spiritual resource, capable of inspiring joy, wonder, and even love. An award-winning environmental journalist, McCarthy presents a clear,
well-documented picture of what he calls “the great thinning” around the world, while interweaving the story of his own early discovery of the
wilderness and a childhood saved by nature. Drawing on the truths of poets, the studies of scientists, and the author’s long experience in the
field, The Moth Snowstorm is part elegy, part ode, and part argument, resulting in a passionate call to action.
In the summer of 1780, on the tiny island of Merryapple, burly fisherman Robin Shipp lives a simple, quiet life in a bustling harbour town
where most of the residents dislike him due to the actions of his father. With a hurricane approaching, he nonetheless convinces the villagers
to take shelter in the one place big enough to hold them all--the ancient, labyrinthine tavern named the Moth & Moon. While trapped with his
neighbours during the raging storm, Robin inadvertently confronts more than the weather, and the results could change everything.

They say the world used to turn. They say that night would follow day in an endless dance. They say that dawn rose,
dusk fell, and we worshiped both sun and stars. That was a long time ago. My people are the fortunate. We live in
daylight, blessed in the warmth of the sun. Yet across the line, the others lurk in eternal night, afraid... and alone in the
dark. I was born in the light. I was sent into darkness. This is my story. Moth -- an epic fantasy for fans of The Hobbit and
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The Lord of the Rings.
Powerful and visually spectacular, Moth is the remarkable evolution story that captures the struggle of animal survival
against the background of an evolving human world in a unique and atmospheric introduction to Darwin's theory of
Natural Selection. “This is a story of light and dark...” Against a lush backdrop of lichen-covered trees, the peppered
moth lies hidden. Until the world begins to change... Along come people with their magnificent machines which stain the
land with soot. In a beautiful landscape changed by humans how will one little moth survive? A clever picture book text
about the extraordinary way in which animals have evolved, intertwined with the complication of human intervention. This
remarkable retelling of the story of the peppered moth is the perfect introduction to natural selection and evolution for
children.
An original ebook-only novella in theáSplinteredáseries from the point of view of fan-favorite character, Jeb.
“Gorgeous . . . Sings with insights about love, work and how we create our own families”—Oprah.com “Amy Brill shines
in her sparkling debut novel.”—Vanity Fair “Brill's rich detail and research are hugely impressive; it's easy to envision the
scenes she sees.”—USA Today “Beautifully written and richly characterized.”—Kirkus (starred review) “A terrifically
poised and captivating debut."—Paula McLain, author of The Paris Wife A love story set in 1845 Nantucket, between a
female astronomer and the unusual man who understands her dreams. It is 1845, and Hannah Gardner Price has lived
all twenty-four years of her life according to the principles of the Nantucket Quaker community in which she was raised,
where simplicity and restraint are valued above all, and a woman’s path is expected to lead to marriage and
motherhood. But up on the rooftop each night, Hannah pursues a very different—and elusive—goal: discovering a comet
and thereby winning a gold medal awarded by the King of Denmark, something unheard of for a woman. And then she
meets Isaac Martin, a young, dark-skinned whaler from the Azores who, like herself, has ambitions beyond his expected
station in life. Drawn to his intellectual curiosity and honest manner, Hannah agrees to take Isaac on as a student. But
when their shared interest in the stars develops into something deeper, Hannah’s standing in the community begins to
unravel, challenging her most fundamental beliefs about work and love, and ultimately changing the course of her life
forever. Inspired by the work of Maria Mitchell, the first professional female astronomer in America, The Movement of
Stars is a richly drawn portrait of desire and ambition in the face of adversity.
Four, Ever, and the rest of the Blackwood Keep crew are back in this second installment! THE FLAME Here lies
Louchana Valentine. She was a homeless, orphaned virgin. I never cared what my gravestone would say until I landed in
deep with a powerful gangster. Lucky for me, my best friend happens to be ruthless too. I should feel guilty that he's
forced to turn on the man who's been a father to him. Except I've always known that Wren's soul wasn't as black as he
claimed. He was good.He was beautiful.He was mine.He just didn't know it yet. And with Wren keeping me safe, I've got
time left to rewrite the end of my story. But if he has his way, virgin is already carved in stone. THE MOTH I've never
known anyone as alluring as Lou. Or as frustrating. Since the night she saved my life and stole my wallet for her troubles,
I couldn't stay away. She became my onus.My light.My...anyway. With nowhere to run, I'm forced to trust someone I
never expected. At least with Lou safe in Blackwood Keep--far away from me--I'll die with my conscience intact. Because
she no longer looks at me with friendship in her eyes. Those iridescent blues shine with a different need entirely, and I've
never been able to deny her. Alternate Cover Edition. The Moth and the Flame is an interconnected standalone and book
two of the When Rivals Play series. It's recommended you start with The Peer and the Puppet. Content suitable for ages
18+.
All At Sea is a celebration of the epic absurd, an attempt to explain just how out of hand things can become from a very
simple starting point. The book follows the author's death-defying 200-mile journey in his antique Thomas Crapper bath not just across the Channel, but around Kent - right up to the tremendous reception and huge media attention which
awaited him under Tower Bridge. Tim met the Queen, and his bath now resides in the National Maritime Museum of
Great Britain.
As a diversion from his job in his uncle's carpentry shop, newly arrived Robert Bradley began to explore the Durham
countryside. It was on one of these walks that he met Millie, the ethereal girl-child whose odd ways and nocturnal
wanderings had led her to be known locally as Thorman's Moth.
The hilarious and heartwarming, respectful and thought-provoking memoir of a college student's semester at Liberty
University, the "Bible Boot Camp" for young evangelicals, that will inspire believers and nonbelievers alike. No drinking.
No smoking. No cursing. No dancing. No R-rated movies. Kevin Roose wasn't used to rules like these. As a sophomore
at Brown University, he spent his days fitting right in with Brown's free-spirited, ultra-liberal student body. But when
Roose leaves his Ivy League confines to spend a semester at Liberty University, a conservative Baptist school in
Lynchburg, Virginia, obedience is no longer optional. Liberty is the late Reverend Jerry Falwell's "Bible Boot Camp" for
young evangelicals, his training ground for the next generation of America's Religious Right. Liberty's ten thousand
undergraduates take courses like Evangelism 101 and follow a forty-six-page code of conduct that regulates every
aspect of their social lives. Hoping to connect with his evangelical peers, Roose decides to enroll at Liberty as a new
transfer student, chronicling his adventures in this daring report from the front lines of America's culture war. His journey
takes him from an evangelical hip-hop concert to a spring break mission trip to Daytona Beach (where he learns to
preach the gospel to partying coeds). He meets pastors' kids, closet doubters, Christian rebels, and conducts what would
be the last print interview of Rev. Falwell's life.
A debut YA novel-in-verse by Amber McBride, Me (Moth) is about a teen girl who is grieving the deaths of her family, and
a teen boy who crosses her path. Moth has lost her family in an accident. Though she lives with her aunt, she feels alone
and uprooted. Until she meets Sani, a boy who is also searching for his roots. If he knows more about where he comes
from, maybe he’ll be able to understand his ongoing depression. And if Moth can help him feel grounded, then perhaps
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she too will discover the history she carries in her bones. Moth and Sani take a road trip that has them chasing ghosts
and searching for ancestors. The way each moves forward is surprising, powerful, and unforgettable. Here is an exquisite
and uplifting novel about identity, first love, and the ways that our memories and our roots steer us through the universe.
Jack Mahoney--an acrobatic circus member by day and masked vigilante known as The Moth by night--battles a savage
lionman, a bounty-hunting thug, bloodthirsty mob hit men, and a trio of mischievous cat burglars. Tween.
Margaret is sent to the Hopeton Orphanage, run by the cruel Miss Switch. Margaret can hear things that other people
cannot. One day, she hears tiny voices coming from a thorny tree on the orphanage ground, and discovers a community
of moths. Together, Margaret and the moths prepare a plan to end Miss Switch's resign of terror.
A five-time Moth GrandSLAM winner and bestselling novelist shows how to tell a great story — and why doing so matters.
Whether we realize it or not, we are always telling stories. On a first date or job interview, at a sales presentation or
therapy appointment, with family or friends, we are constantly narrating events and interpreting emotions and actions. In
this compelling book, storyteller extraordinaire Matthew Dicks presents wonderfully straightforward and engaging tips and
techniques for constructing, telling, and polishing stories that will hold the attention of your audience (no matter how big
or small). He shows that anyone can learn to be an appealing storyteller, that everyone has something “storyworthy” to
express, and, perhaps most important, that the act of creating and telling a tale is a powerful way of understanding and
enhancing your own life.
In a culture obsessed with happiness, this wise, stirring book points the way toward a richer, more satisfying life. Too
many of us believe that the search for meaning is an esoteric pursuit—that you have to travel to a distant monastery or
page through dusty volumes to discover life’s secrets. The truth is, there are untapped sources of meaning all around
us—right here, right now. To explore how we can craft lives of meaning, Emily Esfahani Smith synthesizes a kaleidoscopic
array of sources—from psychologists, sociologists, philosophers, and neuroscientists to figures in literature and history
such as George Eliot, Viktor Frankl, Aristotle, and the Buddha. Drawing on this research, Smith shows us how cultivating
connections to others, identifying and working toward a purpose, telling stories about our place in the world, and seeking
out mystery can immeasurably deepen our lives. To bring what she calls the four pillars of meaning to life, Smith visits a
tight-knit fishing village in the Chesapeake Bay, stargazes in West Texas, attends a dinner where young people gather to
share their experiences of profound loss, and more. She also introduces us to compelling seekers of meaning—from the
drug kingpin who finds his purpose in helping people get fit to the artist who draws on her Hindu upbringing to create
arresting photographs. And she explores how we might begin to build a culture that leaves space for introspection and
awe, cultivates a sense of community, and imbues our lives with meaning. Inspiring and story-driven, The Power of
Meaning will strike a profound chord in anyone seeking a life that matters.
“An outstanding book.” —The Wall Street Journal * “Gripping at every turn.” —Outside * “A hell of a ride.” —The Times
(London) An extraordinary true story about one man’s attempt to salve the wounds of war and save his own soul through
an audacious adventure. In the 1930s, as official government expeditions set their sights on conquering Mount Everest, a
little-known World War I veteran named Maurice Wilson conceives his own crazy, beautiful plan: he will fly a plane from
England to Everest, crash-land on its lower slopes, then become the first person to reach its summit—completely alone.
Wilson doesn’t know how to climb. He barely knows how to fly. But he has the right plane, the right equipment, and a
deep yearning to achieve his goal. In 1933, he takes off from London in a Gipsy Moth biplane with his course set for the
highest mountain on earth. Wilson’s eleven-month journey to Everest is wild: full of twists, turns, and daring. Eventually,
in disguise, he sneaks into Tibet. His icy ordeal is just beginning. Wilson is one of the Great War’s heroes, but also one
of its victims. His hometown of Bradford in northern England is ripped apart by the fighting. So is his family. He barely
survives the war himself. Wilson returns from the conflict unable to cope with the sadness that engulfs him. He begins a
years-long trek around the world, burning through marriages and relationships, leaving damaged lives in his wake. When
he finally returns to England, nearly a decade after he first left, he finds himself falling in love once more—this time with his
best friend’s wife—before depression overcomes him again. He emerges from his funk with a crystalline ambition. He
wants to be the first man to stand on top of the world. Wilson believes that Everest can redeem him. This is the
“rollicking” (The Economist) tale of an adventurer unlike any you have ever encountered: complex, driven, wry, haunted,
and fully alive. He is a man written out of the history books—dismissed as an eccentric and gossiped about because of
rumors of his transvestism. The Moth and the Mountain restores Maurice Wilson to his rightful place in the annals of
Everest and tells an unforgettable story about the power of the human spirit in the face of adversity.
Before television and radio, people would gather on porches, on the steps outside their homes, and tell stories. Their
bewitched listeners would sit and listen long into the night as moths flitted around overhead. Storytelling phenomenon
The Moth recaptures this lost each week in cities across America, Britain, Australia and beyond, playing to packed
crowds at sold-out live events. Occasional Magic is a selection of 50 of the finest Moth stories from recent shows, from
storytellers who found the courage to face their deepest fears. The stories feature voices familiar and new. Alongside Neil
Gaiman, Adam Gopnik, Andrew Solomon, Rosanne Cash, and Cristina Lamb, there are stories from around the world
describing moments of strength, passion, courage and humour - and when a little magic happened. In finest Moth
tradition, Occasional Magic encourages us all to be more open, vulnerable and alive.
It started as playful, if barbed, banter before rising to a fateful wager with a most notorious rake—the Captain of the Guard,
Jalal al-Khoury—who may have finally met his match in a lovely, if haughty, handmaiden, Despina. But she, too, seems to
have met her match in the handsome Jalal. What begins as a tempestuous battle of will and wit in short order becomes a
passionate affair spurred on by tragedy of the worst kind.
For use in schools and libraries only. When Oscar the kitten has questions about light and dark, Moth explains about different
sources of light, how shadows are made, and why it gets dark at night.
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A fascinating account of the world's most famous disease-polio- told as you have never heard it before. Epidemics of paralysis
began to rage in the early 1900s, seemingly out of nowhere. Doctors, parents, and health officials were at a loss to explain why
this formerly unheard of disease began paralyzing so many children-usually starting in their legs, sometimes moving up through
their abdomen and arms. For an unfortunate few, it could paralyze the muscles that allowed them to breathe. Why did this disease
start to become such a horrible problem during the late 1800s? Why did it affect children more often than adults? Why was it
originally called teething paralysis by mothers and their doctors? Why were animals so often paralyzed during the early epidemics
when it was later discovered most animals could not become infected? The Moth in the Iron Lung is a fascinating biography of this
horrible paralytic disease, where it came from, and why it disappeared in the 1950s. If you've never explored the polio story
beyond the tales of crippled children and iron lungs, this book will be sure to surprise.
“Wonderful." —Michiko Kakutani, New York Times Celebrating the 20th anniversary of storytelling phenomenon The Moth, 45
unforgettable true stories about risk, courage, and facing the unknown, drawn from the best ever told on their stages Carefully
selected by the creative minds at The Moth, and adapted to the page to preserve the raw energy of live storytelling, All These
Wonders features voices both familiar and new. Alongside Meg Wolitzer, John Turturro, Tig Notaro, and Hasan Minhaj, readers
will encounter: an astronomer gazing at the surface of Pluto for the first time, an Afghan refugee learning how much her father
sacrificed to save their family, a hip-hop star coming to terms with being a “one-hit wonder,” a young female spy risking everything
as part of Churchill’s “secret army” during World War II, and more. High-school student and neuroscientist alike, the storytellers
share their ventures into uncharted territory—and how their lives were changed indelibly by what they discovered there. With
passion, and humor, they encourage us all to be more open, vulnerable, and alive.
A fifteen-year-old widow runs across a bridge to catch a train bound for Trichi. Sowmya is running away to make sense of the
events that had seized her body and her mind, and had ripped apart her world. She is determined to flee her destiny of numbing
isolation within her community, the Brahmins of the Thanjavur district in South India. Her plans pivot when she meets a
devadasi--an aging dancer--in her compartment. When the woman Mallika opens her drawstring bag and buys Sowmya her
dinner, Sowmya recognizes what she needs to overcome her own condition, that of a young woman in possession of a thin cotton
sari, a head shorn clean, and little else. She asks Mallika how she too can achieve that kind of power--the power to open a bag
and pull out money. Thus begins Sowmya's transformation in the city by the sea, Madras, which is in the grip of its own political
and social changes while India is struggling to seize its independence from the imperial British raj. Here she learns the beauty of
dance from Mallika, and the sweetness and agony of falling in love with a married man. The cinema brings unimagined
opportunities and all the power and riches that she could desire, but it also consumes her relentlessly. When a letter arrives,
Sowmya begins her quest to regain everything that had been lost when she once lived in that small village tucked into a little bend
of the Kaveri River. Hear Champa Bilwakesh reading from Desire of the Moth here:
http://voicethread.com/myvoice/#thread/5863247/30058528/31699244
The daughter of a white mother and black father describes the factors that caused her mother to place her in the custody of an
African-American family and the impact of her mother's later choice to hide the truth about their relationship.
At an exclusive boarding school in the late 1960's, an unnamed girl keeps a journal so that she can read it some day and "know
exactly what happened to me when I was sixteen."
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