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The Modern Olympic Games
"A major contribution to the study of global events in times of global media. Owning the
Olympics tests the possibilities and limits of the concept of 'media events' by analyzing the
mega-event of the information age: the Beijing Olympics. . . . A good read from cover to cover."
—Guobin Yang, Associate Professor, Asian/Middle Eastern Cultures & Sociology, Barnard
College, Columbia University From the moment they were announced, the Beijing Games were
a major media event and the focus of intense scrutiny and speculation. In contrast to earlier
such events, however, the Beijing Games are also unfolding in a newly volatile global media
environment that is no longer monopolized by broadcast media. The dramatic expansion of
media outlets and the growth of mobile communications technology have changed the nature
of media events, making it significantly more difficult to regulate them or control their meaning.
This volatility is reflected in the multiple, well-publicized controversies characterizing the run-up
to Beijing 2008. According to many Western commentators, the People's Republic of China
seized the Olympics as an opportunity to reinvent itself as the "New China"---a global leader in
economics, technology, and environmental issues, with an improving human-rights record. But
China's maneuverings have also been hotly contested by diverse global voices, including
prominent human-rights advocates, all seeking to displace the official story of the Games.
Bringing together a distinguished group of scholars from Chinese studies, human rights, media
studies, law, and other fields, Owning the Olympics reveals how multiple entities---including the
Chinese Communist Party itself---seek to influence and control the narratives through which
the Beijing Games will be understood. digitalculturebooks is an imprint of the University of
Michigan Press and the Scholarly Publishing Office of the University of Michigan Library
dedicated to publishing innovative and accessible work exploring new media and their impact
on society, culture, and scholarly communication. Visit the website at www.digitalculture.org.
The Olympics Ancient to Modern is a fascinating look at the history of the Olympic and
Paralympic Games, from the first events in Ancient Greece right the way up to London 2012
and Sochi 2014. It focusses on when and where each Games has been held, and some key
stats, such as how much it cost, how many athletes competed, and how many spectators
came to watch. The book explains how all the Games - Summer Olympics, Winter Olympics
and Paralympics - came into being, and how the Olympic Games were revived in Paris at the
end of the 19th century. It compares the ancient and modern Games, looking at the sports and
athletes involved then and now, and at how the modern Games are continuosly evolving. It
also looks at key moments in the Games' history, and at some of the tragedies and
controversies that have rocked it - from doping scandals, boycotts and cheating to the Berlin
Olympics of 1936, and the Munich Massacre. The book celebrates the achievements of star
Olympians, and gives the lowdown on the most popular and exciting Olympic sports, from
cycling and rowing to skiing and wheelchair basketball. Fun, fact-filled text and a bright,
engaging design make this the perfect Olympic title for children of 9+. If you've enjoyed finding
out about the history of the Olympics, why not try learning all about key Olympic sports in
Going for Gold: A Guide to the Summer Olympics, another title in the series.
During the 1996 Centennial Olympic Games in Atlanta, much of the world watched and
celebrated as athletes broke world records and took home medals, fulfilling their Olympic
dreams. The athletes' scores were available instantaneously and are now easily accessible,
but what about the performance records of the first modern Olympic athletes? The Modern
Olympic Games began in 1896 in Athens, Greece, but an official record of these Olympic
games does not exist. This work is the first in a series of comprehensive reference works
giving the results of the Olympic Games, beginning in 1896. Based primarily on 1896 sources,
the sites, dates, events, competitors, and nations as well as the event results are compiled
herein for track and field, cycling, fencing, gymnastics, shooting, swimming, tennis (lawn),
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weightlifting, wrestling and other sports and events. Although mainly a statistical analysis, this
work does include a short synopsis of the Sorbonne Congress and reprints of famous articles
about the Olympics.
A unique guide to events, controversies, and political and economic issues surrounding the
Olympics.
The Olympic Games: A Social Science Perspective presents a broad, multi-disciplinary
account of all things Olympic from the relationship of the modern to the ancient games, to the
possible future of the grandest of athletic spectacles. This extended new edition covers the
Olympic phenomenon from political, economical and sociological perspectives, from its history
and the media to commercialism and drug use. Its detailed analyses and extensive
bibliography make it essential reading for researchers and students in leisure and sports
studies.
A timely, no-holds barred, critical political history of the modern Olympic Games The Olympics
have a checkered, sometimes scandalous, political history. Jules Boykoff, a former US
Olympic team member, takes readers from the event’s nineteenth-century origins, through the
Games’ flirtation with Fascism, and into the contemporary era of corporate control. Along the
way he recounts vibrant alt-Olympic movements, such as the Workers’ Games and Women’s
Games of the 1920s and 1930s as well as athlete-activists and political movements that stood
up to challenge the Olympic machine.
Describes the author's travels through Greece and discusses the competitions, athletes, and
audiences at the 1896 Olympics
During the 1996 Centennial Olympic Games in Atlanta, much of the world watched and
celebrated as athletes broke world records and took home medals, fulfilling their Olympic
dreams. The athletes’ scores were available instantaneously and are now easily accessible,
but what about the performance records of the first modern Olympic athletes? The Modern
Olympic Games began in 1896 in Athens, Greece, but an official record of these Olympic
games does not exist. This work is the first in a series of comprehensive reference works
giving the results of the Olympic Games, beginning in 1896. Based primarily on 1896 sources,
the sites, dates, events, competitors, and nations as well as the event results are compiled
herein for track and field, cycling, fencing, gymnastics, shooting, swimming, tennis (lawn),
weightlifting, wrestling and other sports and events. Although mainly a statistical analysis, this
work does include a short synopsis of the Sorbonne Congress and reprints of famous articles
about the Olympics.
"East Asia is increasingly prominent within global sport. In the short period between 2018 and
2022 it will have held two Winter and one Summer Olympics, and the Rugby World Cup for
good measure. This is not a sudden development. It has been in train for some time, although
many scholars, especially in Europe and North America, have been focussed primarily on sport
in their own countries and regions. J.A. Mangan, who for decades has been looking closely at
sport in East Asia while encouraging others to do likewise, has made a major contribution to
knowledge and understanding of a once under-appreciated subject. This excellent collection in
his honour analyses the key interwoven elements of sport, media and nation in China, Japan
and South Korea. It demonstrates how the structure and practice of sport connects in myriad
ways with its representation, not least with regard to national narratives, international rivalries
and transnational trends. It is a book that does signal justice both to East Asian Studies and to
the academic who recognised the importance of sport to that field, and who has done so much
to ensure that the region is centrally placed within any contemporary analysis of the world of
sport." David Rowe, Emeritus Professor of Cultural Research, Institute for Culture and Society,
Western Sydney University "Professor Mangan is the master dissector of the connections
between sport and politics, geopolitics and nationalism across multiple Asian contexts. A
collection of essays in honour of his long service to academic understandings of these fields is
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well deserved, and the editors and contributors to this volume have served up a worthy tribute.
Showcasing new work by a stellar cast of China, Japan and Korea experts, in combination the
papers collected here yield valuable insights into the issues of nation building, identity, media
representation and sport which have been the subject of Professor Mangan's pioneering work
over the past several decades. No one has done more to put East Asia on the map in terms of
academic research on the manifold socio-political dimensions of sport, and this superbly
constructed volume orchestrated by rising Tianwei Ren confirms that we neglect this
fascinating, complex region at our peril." Jonathan Sullivan, Director of China Policy Institute
and China Soccer Observatory, Associate Professor, School of Politics and IR. University of
Nottingham
This new student textbook explores the history and meaning of the modern Olympic Games,
providing a comprehensive overview of 'Olympism' from the Ancient Greeks origins through to
the beginnings of the International Olympic Committee.
This Great Symbol is the definitive study of the origins of the modern Olympic Games and of
their founder, Pierre de Coubertin, whose ideological stamp the Olympics still bear. Behind this
fascinating blend of biography and history lies an impressive framework of cultural, social, and
psychological theories skilfully employed to interpret the creation and symbolism of the modern
Olympic Games. Hailed as both a classic in sport history and as a paradigmatic study in the
anthropology of the past, This Great Symbol helped launch the new collaboration between
historians and cultural anthropologists that continues to mark the human sciences worldwide.
For this 25th anniversary edition, Professor MacAloon adds a new preface evaluating
subsequent scholarship on Coubertin and the Olympic origins and a highly personal afterword
describing the impact of This Great Symbol on his own subsequent career as an Olympic
anthropologist and cultural performance theory. This book was published as a special issue of
the International Journal of the History of Sport.
From the age of nine years, Michael dreams of playing basketball for the United States in the
Olympics, and with hard work and his mother's encouragement, he realizes his dream.
Traces the history of the modern Olympics from 1896 to 2000, contrasting the ideal of the
game with the often politicized reality.
Provides an overview of the modern Olympics that began again in 1896, describing some of
the competitive events, looking at how host cities are chosen, profiling various modern Olympic
champions, and more.
As the World’s greatest sporting event, the Olympic Games has always
commanded intrigue, analysis and comment in equal measure. This book looks
to celebrate the significance of the Olympics, their historical impact, controversies
that presently surround them and their possible future direction. It begins with a
detailed, if controversial, analysis of the scale of the modern Summer Olympics
and considers whether in fact the Games have simply become too big?
Thereafter considerable coverage is afforded the often contentious bidding
process, required of successful host cities wishing to attract the Games, and asks
why some cities are successful and others are not. This book also reflects on the
growing security measures that surround the Olympics and considers their full
impact on the civil liberties of those impacted by them. For scholars of the
Olympic movement this book represents essential reading to understand further
the Olympic Games, their significance and effect, as the 2016 Olympics in Rio de
Janeiro draw ever closer. This book was published as a special issue of Sport in
Society.
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For more than a millennium, the ancient Olympics captured the imaginations of
the Greeks, until a Christianized Rome terminated the competitions in the fourth
century AD. But the Olympic ideal did not die and this book is a succinct history
of the ancient Olympics and their modern resurgence. Classics professor David
Young, who has researched the subject for over 25 years, reveals how the
ancient Olympics evolved from modest beginnings into a grand festival, attracting
hundreds of highly trained athletes, tens of thousands of spectators, and the
finest artists and poets.
From the "New York Times"-bestselling author of "Clemente" and "When Pride
Still Mattered" comes the blockbuster story of the 1960 Summer Olympics in
Rome--17 days that helped define the modern world.
A rich and entertaining work of history, Olympics in Athens 1896 brings together
the following intriguing strands: the rise of amateur athletics in competing
countries, each with its own particular stamp; the enormous interest aroused by
the excavation of ancient Olympia, the site of the ancient Games; the
determination of the eccentric French aristocrat Baron Pierre de Coubertin to
embody the amateur athletic ideal in a revival of the Games; and a perception by
politicians and the Greek royal family that hosting Coubertin's Games could help
to put the young Greek state on the European map.
One of the early concepts of the Olympic Games was to include “intercalated”
Games every four years between the normal cycle, and to hold these Games in
Athens, the ancestral home of the Olympics. In 1906 the first, and only one, of
these games was held. Occurring only two years after the St. Louis Games of
1904 and two years before the London Games of 1908, the Athens Games were
considered by many not to be “official”; social and political forces prevented
continuation of the intercalation cycle in 1910 and later. Yet these Games were
surprisingly successful and helped guarantee the survival of the modern
Olympics. This book, fourth in the series on the early Olympics, presents all the
data on 29 nation and city-state participants in more than a dozen events in the
Athens Games. Scores and descriptions are provided, and many historical errors
and omissions in other sources are corrected. Appendices include the published
program for the Games, the actual schedule followed during the Games, and
country-by country listings of all participating athletes.
Explores the development of the modern Olympic games from their inception in
1896, discussing location, logistics, rituals, events, and who is allowed to
participate.
For decades, amateurism defined the ideals undergirding the Olympic
movement. No more. Today's Games present athletes who enjoy open corporate
sponsorship and unabashedly compete for lucrative commercial endorsements.
Matthew P. Llewellyn and John Gleaves analyze how this astonishing
transformation took place. Drawing on Olympic archives and a wealth of research
across media, the authors examine how an elite--white, wealthy, often Anglo-
Saxon--controlled and shaped an enormously powerful myth of amateurism. The
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myth assumed an air of naturalness that made it seem unassailable and, not
incidentally, served those in power. Llewellyn and Gleaves trace
professionalism's inroads into the Olympics from tragic figures like Jim Thorpe
through the shamateur era of under-the-table cash and state-supported athletes.
As they show, the increasing acceptability of professionals went hand-in-hand
with the Games becoming a for-profit international spectacle. Yet the myth of
amateurism's purity remained a potent force, influencing how people around the
globe imagined and understood sport. Timely and vivid with details, The Rise and
Fall of Olympic Amateurism is the first book-length examination of the
movement's foundational ideal.
On 6 July 2005, the International Olympic Committee awarded the 2012 summer
Olympic Games to the city of London, opening a new chapter in Great Britain’s rich
Olympic history. Despite the prospect of hosting the summer Games for the third time
since Pierre de Coubertin’s 1894 revival of the Olympic movement, the historical roots
of British Olympism have received limited scholarly attention. With the conclusion of the
2008 Beijing Olympics and the passing of the baton to London, Rule Britannia remedies
that oversight. This book uncovers Britain’s early Olympic involvement, revealing how
the British public, media, and leading governmental officials were strongly opposed to
international Olympic competition. It explores how the British Olympic Association
focused on three main factors in the midst of widespread national opposition: it
embraced early Olympian spectacles as a platform for maintaining a sporting union with
Ireland, it fostered a greater sense of imperial identity with Britain’s white dominions,
and it undertook an ambitious policy of athletic specialization designed to reverse the
nation’s waning fortunes in international sport. This book was previously published as a
special issue of International Journal of the History of Sport.
The Olympic Games are a sporting event guided by philosophy. The modern Olympic
Charter calls this philosophy "Olympism" and boldly states its goal as nothing less than
"the harmonious development of humankind" and the promotion of "a peaceful society
concerned with the preservation of human dignity." The ideas and ideals behind
Olympism, however, are ancient-tracing their roots to archaic and classical Greece, just
like the Games do. This collection of essays explores the ancient Hellenic roots of
Olympic philosophy and explains their application to modern sport. It examines the
philosophical heritage of the Games, the ethics implied by Olympic values of sport, the
educational goals of sport, the relations between justice and fair play, the political ideals
of peace and world community, and modern challenge of multiculturalism as expressed
in the philosophical contrasts between East and West. Anyone who truly loves sports,
knows that the Olympic Games are special. Olympic philosophy is what makes them
special; the essays in this book attempt to explain why.e
This book is the first longitudinal study that addresses language policy and planning in
the context of a major international sporting event and examines the ideological,
political, social, cultural, and economic effects of such context-specific policy initiatives
on contemporary China. The book has important reference value for future research on
language management at the supernational level and language services for
linguistically complex events. At the same time, it presents some broader implications
for current and future language policy makers, language educators and learners,
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particularly from non-English speaking backgrounds. Foreword by Ingrid Piller
“A people’s history of the Olympics.”—New York Times Book Review A Boston Globe
Best Book of the Year A Kirkus Reviews Best Nonfiction Book of the Year The Games
is best-selling sportswriter David Goldblatt’s sweeping, definitive history of the modern
Olympics. Goldblatt brilliantly traces their history from the reinvention of the Games in
Athens in 1896 to Rio in 2016, revealing how the Olympics developed into a global
colossus and highlighting how they have been buffeted by (and affected by) domestic
and international conflicts. Along the way, Goldblatt reveals the origins of beloved
Olympic traditions (winners’ medals, the torch relay, the eternal flame) and popular
events (gymnastics, alpine skiing, the marathon). And he delivers memorable portraits
of Olympic icons from Jesse Owens to Nadia Comaneci, the Dream Team to Usain
Bolt.
Looks at the historical context in which the modern Olympic Games have taken place,
covering the highlights of each competition along with information on site selection,
economic impact, and political controversies.
IOC, Olympische-Spiele, Organisation.
The 1900 Olympic Games have been termed “The Farcical Games.” The events were
poorly organized and years later many of the competitors had no idea that they had
actually competed in the Olympics. They only knew that they had competed in an
international sporting event in Paris in 1900. No official records of the 1900 Olympics
exist. Based primarily on 1900 sources, the sites, dates, events, competitors, and
nations as well as the event results are compiled herein for all of the 1900 Olympic
events, including archery, track and field, cricket, equestrian, fencing, soccer, pelota
basque, water polo, and rowing, among other sports.
Encyclopedia of the Modern Olympic MovementGreenwood Publishing Group
Coubertin's main contribution to the founding of the modern Olympics was the
zeal he brought to transforming an idea that had evolved over decades into the
reality of Olympiad I and all the Olympic Games held thereafter.
In 1973, Wilson Carey McWilliams (1933Ð2005) published The Idea of Fraternity
in America, a groundbreaking book that argued for an alternative to AmericaÕs
dominant philosophy of liberalism. This alternative tradition emphasized that
community and fraternal bonds were as vital to the process of maintaining
political liberty as was individual liberty. McWilliams expanded on this idea
throughout his prolific career as a teacher, writer, and activist, promoting a
unique definition of American democracy. In The Democratic Soul: A Wilson
Carey McWilliams Reader, editors Patrick J. Deneen and Susan J. McWilliams,
daughter of the famed intellectual, have assembled key essays, articles, reviews,
and lectures that trace McWilliamsÕs evolution as a scholar and explain his often
controversial views on education, religion, and literature. The book also
showcases his thoughts and opinions on prominent twentieth-century figures
such as George Orwell and Leo Strauss. The first comprehensive volume of
Wilson Carey McWilliamsÕ collected writings, The Democratic Soul will be
welcomed by scholars of political science and American political thought as a
long-overdue contribution to the field.
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