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The Marshall Plan Dawn Of The Cold War
Winner of the 2012 Pulitzer Prize in Biography Widely and enthusiastically acclaimed, this is
the authorized, definitive biography of one of the most fascinating but troubled figures of the
twentieth century by the nation's leading Cold War historian. In the late 1940s, George F.
Kennan—then a bright but, relatively obscure American diplomat—wrote the "long telegram" and
the "X" article. These two documents laid out United States' strategy for "containing" the Soviet
Union—a strategy which Kennan himself questioned in later years. Based on exclusive access
to Kennan and his archives, this landmark history illuminates a life that both mirrored and
shaped the century it spanned.
With Britain's empire collapsing and Stalin ascendent, U.S. officials set out to reconstruct
Western Europe as a bulwark against communist authoritariansim. This is the story of the
Marshall Plan and the birth of the Cold War: a gripping account of the seminal episodes
marking the post-WWII collapse of U.S.-Soviet relations.
A history of Americans who spied against their country and what their stories reveal about
national security What’s your secret? American Spies presents the stunning histories of more
than forty Americans who spied against their country during the past six decades. Michael
Sulick, former head of the CIA’s clandestine service, illustrates through these stories—some
familiar, others much less well known—the common threads in the spy cases and the evolution
of American attitudes toward espionage since the onset of the Cold War. After highlighting the
accounts of many who have spied for traditional adversaries such as Russian and Chinese
intelligence services, Sulick shows how spy hunters today confront a far broader spectrum of
threats not only from hostile states but also substate groups, including those conducting
cyberespionage. Sulick reveals six fundamental elements of espionage in these stories: the
motivations that drove them to spy; their access and the secrets they betrayed; their tradecraft,
or the techniques of concealing their espionage; their exposure; their punishment; and, finally,
the damage they inflicted on America’s national security. The book is the sequel to Sulick’s
popular Spying in America: Espionage from the Revolutionary War to the Dawn of the Cold
War. Together they serve as a basic introduction to understanding America’s vulnerability to
espionage, which has oscillated between peacetime complacency and wartime vigilance, and
continues to be shaped by the inherent conflict between our nation’s security needs and our
commitment to the preservation of civil liberties. Now available in paperback, with a new
preface that brings the conversation up to the present, American Spies is as insightful and
relevant as ever.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! History called on Harry Truman to unite the Western world
against Soviet communism, but first he had to rally Republicans and Democrats behind
America’s most dramatic foreign policy shift since George Washington delivered his farewell
address. How did one of the least prepared presidents to walk into the Oval Office become one
of its most successful? The year was 1947. The Soviet Union had moved from being
America’s uneasy ally in the Second World War to its most feared enemy. With Joseph
Stalin’s ambitions pushing westward, Turkey was pressured from the east while communist
revolutionaries overran Greece. The British Empire was battered from its war with Hitler and
suddenly teetering on the brink of financial ruin. Only America could afford to defend freedom
in the West, and the effort was spearheaded by a president who hadn’t even been elected to
that office. But Truman would wage a domestic political battle that carried with it the highest of
stakes, inspiring friends and foes alike to join in his crusade to defend democracy across the
globe. In Saving Freedom, Joe Scarborough recounts the historic forces that moved Truman
toward his country’s long twilight struggle against Soviet communism, and how this untested
president acted decisively to build a lasting coalition that would influence America’s foreign
policy for generations to come. On March 12, 1947, Truman delivered an address before a
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joint session of Congress announcing a policy of containment that would soon become known
as the Truman Doctrine. That doctrine pledged that the United States would “support free
peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures.”
The untested president’s policy was a radical shift from 150 years of isolationism, but it would
prove to be the pivotal moment that guaranteed Western Europe’s freedom, the American
Century’s rise, and the eventual collapse of the Soviet Union. Truman’s triumph over the
personal and political struggles that confronted him following his ascension to the presidency is
an inspiring tale of American leadership, fierce determination, bipartisan unity, and courage in
the face of the rising Soviet threat. Saving Freedom explores one of the most pivotal moments
of the twentieth century, a turning point when patriotic Americans of both political parties
worked together to defeat tyranny.
This book presents Western and Soviet policies on Turkey from the end of the Second World
War until Stalin's death in 1953. It explains how Turkey became the first regional testing
ground for the Soviet-Western confrontation, which emerged after the Second World War and
came to be known as the Cold War.
From the days of Alexander Hamilton to the trade wars of Donald Trump, trade policy has been
a key instrument of American power and wealth. The open trading system that the United
States sponsored after the Second World War serves US interests by promoting cooperation
and prosperity, but also allows the allies to become more independent and China to rise. The
case studies in Trade and American Leadership examine how the value of preferential trade
programs is undercut by the multilateral liberalization that the United States promoted for
generations, and how trade sanctions tend either to be too economically costly to impose or
too modest to matter. These problems are exacerbated by a domestic political system in which
the gains from trade are unevenly distributed, power is fragmented, and strategies are easily
undermined. Trade and American Leadership places special emphasis on today's challenges,
and the rising danger of economic nationalism.
From the first days of his unexpected presidency in April 1945 through the landmark NSC 68 of
1950, Harry Truman was central to the formation of America’s grand strategy during the Cold
War and the subsequent remaking of U.S. foreign policy. Others are frequently associated with
the terminology of and responses to the perceived global Communist threat after the Second
World War: Walter Lippmann popularized the term “cold war,” and George F. Kennan first
used the word “containment” in a strategic sense. Although Kennan, Secretary of State Dean
Acheson, and Secretary of Defense George C. Marshall have been seen as the most
influential architects of American Cold War foreign policy, The First Cold Warrior draws on
archives and other primary sources to demonstrate that Harry Truman was the key decision
maker in the critical period between 1945 and 1950. In a significant reassessment of the thirtythird president and his political beliefs, Elizabeth Edwards Spalding contends that it was
Truman himself who defined and articulated the theoretical underpinnings of containment. His
practical leadership style was characterized by policies and institutions such as the Truman
Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, NATO, the Berlin airlift, the Department of Defense, and the
National Security Council. Part of Truman’s unique approach—shaped by his religious faith and
dedication to anti-communism—was to emphasize the importance of free peoples, democratic
institutions, and sovereign nations. With these values, he fashioned a new liberal
internationalism, distinct from both Woodrow Wilson’s progressive internationalism and
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s liberal pragmatism, which still shapes our politics. Truman deserves
greater credit for understanding the challenges of his time and for being America’s first cold
warrior. This reconsideration of Truman’s overlooked statesmanship provides a model for
interpreting the international crises facing the United States in this new era of ideological
conflict.
A chilling, riveting account based on newly released Russian documentation that reveals
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Joseph Stalin’s true motives—and the extent of his enduring commitment to expanding the
Soviet empire—during the years in which he seemingly collaborated with Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Winston Churchill, and the capitalist West. At the Big Three conferences of World War II,
Joseph Stalin persuasively played the role of a great world leader, whose primary concerns lay
in international strategy and power politics, and not communist ideology. Now, using recently
uncovered documents, Robert Gellately conclusively shows that, in fact, the dictator was biding
his time, determined to establish Communist regimes across Europe and beyond. His actions
during those years—and the poorly calculated responses to them from the West—set in motion
what would eventually become the Cold War. Exciting, deeply engaging, and shrewdly
perceptive, Stalin’s Curse is an unprecedented revelation of the sinister machinations of
Stalin’s Kremlin.
• New York Times bestseller • The 100 most substantive solutions to reverse global warming,
based on meticulous research by leading scientists and policymakers around the world “At this
point in time, the Drawdown book is exactly what is needed; a credible, conservative solutionby-solution narrative that we can do it. Reading it is an effective inoculation against the
widespread perception of doom that humanity cannot and will not solve the climate crisis.
Reported by-effects include increased determination and a sense of grounded hope.” —Per
Espen Stoknes, Author, What We Think About When We Try Not To Think About Global
Warming “There’s been no real way for ordinary people to get an understanding of what they
can do and what impact it can have. There remains no single, comprehensive, reliable
compendium of carbon-reduction solutions across sectors. At least until now. . . . The public is
hungry for this kind of practical wisdom.” —David Roberts, Vox “This is the ideal environmental
sciences textbook—only it is too interesting and inspiring to be called a textbook.” —Peter
Kareiva, Director of the Institute of the Environment and Sustainability, UCLA In the face of
widespread fear and apathy, an international coalition of researchers, professionals, and
scientists have come together to offer a set of realistic and bold solutions to climate change.
One hundred techniques and practices are described here—some are well known; some you
may have never heard of. They range from clean energy to educating girls in lower-income
countries to land use practices that pull carbon out of the air. The solutions exist, are
economically viable, and communities throughout the world are currently enacting them with
skill and determination. If deployed collectively on a global scale over the next thirty years, they
represent a credible path forward, not just to slow the earth’s warming but to reach drawdown,
that point in time when greenhouse gases in the atmosphere peak and begin to decline. These
measures promise cascading benefits to human health, security, prosperity, and wellbeing—giving us every reason to see this planetary crisis as an opportunity to create a just and
livable world.
In 1950 the Soviet Union and the People's Republic of China signed a Treaty of Friendship,
Alliance, and Mutual Assistance to foster cultural and technological cooperation between the
Soviet bloc and the PRC. While this treaty was intended as a break with the colonial past,
Austin Jersild argues that the alliance ultimately failed because the enduring problem of
Russian imperialism led to Chinese frustration with the Soviets. Jersild zeros in on the groundlevel experiences of the socialist bloc advisers in China, who were involved in everything from
the development of university curricula, the exploration for oil, and railway construction to piano
lessons. Their goal was to reproduce a Chinese administrative elite in their own image that
could serve as a valuable ally in the Soviet bloc's struggle against the United States.
Interestingly, the USSR's allies in Central Europe were as frustrated by the "great power
chauvinism" of the Soviet Union as was China. By exposing this aspect of the story, Jersild
shows how the alliance, and finally the split, had a true international dimension.
The US government launched the European Recovery Programme, otherwise known as the
'Marshall Plan', in order to save war-torn Europe from collapse in 1948. Yet while much is
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known about the economic side of the Marshall Plan, the extensive film campaign that
accompanied it has been largely overlooked until now. The American Marshall Plan Film
Campaign and the Europeans is the first book to explore the use of the Marshall Plan films
and, importantly, their distribution and reception across Europe. The study examines every
available film – the 170 that remain from the 200 estimated to have been made – and looks at
how they were designed to instil hope, argue the case for economic restructuring and
persuade the Europeans of the superiority of the liberal-capitalist system. The book goes on to
reason that the films served as a powerful weapon in the cultural Cold War, but that the
European audiences were by no means passive victims of the US propaganda effort. Maria
Fritsche discusses the Marshall Plan films in the context of countries across Western, Northern
and Southern Europe, covering the majority of the 17 European countries that participated in
the Plan in the process. The book incorporates 70 images and utilises a vast number of
archival sources to explore the strategies the US adopted to sway the minds of the Europeans,
the problems they encountered in the process and, not least, the varied responses of the
European audiences. It is a vital study for any scholar or student keen to know more about
postwar recovery in Europe, the legacy of the Second World War or America's relationship with
Europe in the 20th century.
A bold, eye-opening account of the coming integration of Europe and Asia Weaving together
history, diplomacy, and vivid personal narratives from his overland journey across Eurasia from
Baku to Samarkand, Vladivostok to Beijing, Bruno Maçães provides a fascinating portrait of the
shifting borderlands between Europe and Asia, tracking the economic integration of the two
continents into a new supercontinent: Eurasia. As Maçães demonstrates, glimpses of the
coming Eurasianism are already visible in China’s bold infrastructure project reopening the
historic Silk Road, in the success of cities like Hong Kong and Singapore, in Turkey’s
increasing global role, and in shifting U.S. foreign policy toward Europe and Asia. This
insightful and clarifying book argues that the artificial separation of the world’s largest island
cannot hold.
When the Bolsheviks set out to build a new world in the wake of the Russian Revolution, they
expected religion to die off. Soviet power used a variety of tools--from education to propaganda
to terror—to turn its vision of a Communist world without religion into reality. Yet even with its
monopoly on ideology and power, the Soviet Communist Party never succeeded in overcoming
religion and creating an atheist society. A Sacred Space Is Never Empty presents the first
history of Soviet atheism from the 1917 revolution to the dissolution of the Soviet Union in
1991. Drawing on a wealth of archival material and in-depth interviews with those who were on
the front lines of Communist ideological campaigns, Victoria Smolkin argues that to understand
the Soviet experiment, we must make sense of Soviet atheism. Smolkin shows how atheism
was reimagined as an alternative cosmology with its own set of positive beliefs, practices, and
spiritual commitments. Through its engagements with religion, the Soviet leadership realized
that removing religion from the "sacred spaces" of Soviet life was not enough. Then, in the final
years of the Soviet experiment, Mikhail Gorbachev—in a stunning and unexpected
reversal—abandoned atheism and reintroduced religion into Soviet public life. A Sacred Space
Is Never Empty explores the meaning of atheism for religious life, for Communist ideology, and
for Soviet politics.
This title explores how the early years of the Cold War were marked by contradictions and
conflict. It looks at how the turn from Stalin's discourse of danger to the discourse of difference
under his successors explains the abrupt changes in relations with Eastern Europe, China, the
decolonizing world, and the West.
Examines the life, political career, and significant influence of Walt Rostow, a professor of
economic history at MIT and foreign-policy advisor to presidents Kennedy and Johnson,
critically analyzing his impact on presidential decision-making, especially in terms of the
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escalation of American military involvement in Vietnam.
In this keenly argued book, Benn Steil and Manuel Hinds offer the most powerful defense of
economic liberalism since F. A. Hayek published The Road to Serfdom more than sixty years
ago. The authors present a fascinating intellectual history of monetary nationalism from the
ancient world to the present and explore why, in its modern incarnation, it represents the single
greatest threat to globalization. Steil and Hinds describe the current state of international
economic relations as both unusual and precarious. Eras of economic protectionism have
historically coincided with monetary nationalism, while eras of liberal trade have been
accompanied by a universal monetary standard. But today, the authors show, an
unprecedentedly liberal global trade regime operates side by side with the most extreme
doctrine of monetary nationalism ever contriveda situation bound to trigger periodic crises. Steil
and Hinds call for a revival of the political and economic thinking that underlay earlier great
periods of globalization, thinking that is increasingly under threat by more recent ideas about
what sovereignty means.
Psychology and constructivism together offer new ways of understanding international
relations
A hypnotically fast-paced, masterful reporting of Harry Truman’s first 120 days as president,
when he took on Germany, Japan, Stalin, and a secret weapon of unimaginable
power—marking the most dramatic rise to greatness in American history. Chosen as FDR’s
fourth-term vice president for his well-praised work ethic, good judgment, and lack of enemies,
Harry S. Truman was the prototypical ordinary man. That is, until he was shockingly thrust in
over his head after FDR’s sudden death. The first four months of Truman’s administration
saw the founding of the United Nations, the fall of Berlin, victory at Okinawa, firebombings in
Tokyo, the first atomic explosion, the Nazi surrender, the liberation of concentration camps, the
mass starvation in Europe, the Potsdam Conference, the controversial decision to bomb
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the surrender of imperial Japan, and finally, the end of World War II
and the rise of the Cold War. No other president had ever faced so much in such a short period
of time. The Accidental President escorts readers into the situation room with Truman during a
tumultuous, history-making 120 days, when the stakes were high and the challenges even
higher. “[A] well-judged and hugely readable book . . . few are as entertaining.” —Dominic
Sandbrook, Sunday Times

Since bursting onto the scene in the mid ‘70s, the pop duo Captain and Tennille
have long defined the sparkling, optimistic idea of everlasting love, both in their
music and through their image as a happy and, seemingly, unbreakable couple.
They were an irresistible pair to millions of fans all over the world, further
underscored by the rousing “yes, we can!” gospel of their biggest hit, “Love Will
Keep Us Together.” But underneath the image was an entirely different story that
the fans never saw: a woman who fought a lonely struggle against the controlling
and often bizarre behavior of her emotionally inaccessible husband. Toni
Tennille: A Memoir is a visceral account of Toni Tennille’s life from her childhood
in the segregated South to her thrilling rise to fame in the world of pop music to
where she is now: no longer one-half of a famed couple, but a stronger woman
for all she has experienced—both the good and the bad. Toni hopes that her story
will help anyone who feels trapped in a toxic relationship realize that it is never
too late to break away from it.
The definitive history of the Cold War and its impact around the world We tend to
think of the Cold War as a bounded conflict: a clash of two superpowers, the
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United States and the Soviet Union, born out of the ashes of World War II and
coming to a dramatic end with the collapse of the Soviet Union. But in this major
new work, Bancroft Prize-winning scholar Odd Arne Westad argues that the Cold
War must be understood as a global ideological confrontation, with early roots in
the Industrial Revolution and ongoing repercussions around the world. In The
Cold War, Westad offers a new perspective on a century when great power
rivalry and ideological battle transformed every corner of our globe. From Soweto
to Hollywood, Hanoi, and Hamburg, young men and women felt they were
fighting for the future of the world. The Cold War may have begun on the
perimeters of Europe, but it had its deepest reverberations in Asia, Africa, and
the Middle East, where nearly every community had to choose sides. And these
choices continue to define economies and regimes across the world. Today,
many regions are plagued with environmental threats, social divides, and ethnic
conflicts that stem from this era. Its ideologies influence China, Russia, and the
United States; Iraq and Afghanistan have been destroyed by the faith in purely
military solutions that emerged from the Cold War. Stunning in its breadth and
revelatory in its perspective, this book expands our understanding of the Cold
War both geographically and chronologically, and offers an engaging new history
of how today's world was created.
In a career that paralleled the emergence of the United States as an international
power, Marshall was a participant in every significant event contributing to the
nation's status as a superpower. From his first combat duty in the Philippines at
the turn of the century, through both World Wars, into the cold war and the
Korean conflict, Marshall was a key figure in devising and implementing US
military strategies and foreign policies. Stoler emphasizes the years 1939-1951,
when Marshall served as World War II army chief of staff, special presidential
representative to China, secretary of state at the beginning of the cold war and
Korean War secretary of defense. The book is unique in its merging of military
and diplomatic history with biography. It includes a chronology and a
bibliographic essay. “Drawing on more detailed works, supplemented by his
sound judgments based on his own careful research, Stoler has successfully
caught the spirit of the man and his work.” — Forrest C. Pogue, official biographer
of Marshall, former director of the George C. Marshall Foundation “Useful,
fascinating and very informative... Stoler illuminates many historical debates and
events...” — David Eisenhower, author of Eisenhower at War: 1943-1945 “A very
readable book based on the most recent scholarship and presented in a way that
students can understand.” — Michael J. Hogan, Ohio State University “In a skillful
work of compression and synthesis, Mark A. Stoler... sets himself an ambitious
dual task: to render comprehensible the life of an individual almost no one knew
well and to ground this life firmly in the context of the revolution in American
foreign relations during the first half of the twentieth century. The enterprise
succeeds admirably, partly because Marshall’s career lends itself to such
treatment and partly because Stoler demonstrates a flair for selecting the
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essential from the immaterial.” — H. W. Brands, The American Historical Review
“This is the best available one-volume biography of this distinguished man...
Stoler demonstrates Marshall’s intellectual growth as he came to understand
international politics and the limits of power.” — Daniel R. Beaver, The Historian
“[A] richly researched and balanced assessment... Stoler’s insights into Marshall
are many and valuable. He perfectly captures his sterling integrity and the extent
of his exemplary nonpartisanship... this is the best single-volume about a true
hero.” — Barry F. Machado, The Journal of Military History “[A]n excellent book...
There have been short one-volume biographies of Marshall before, but this is the
best of the lot... Among the strengths of Stoler’s treatment are his careful
exposition of the factors in Marshall’s youth crucial to the formation of his
character, the importance of his various experiences with the National Guard, the
Plattsburg volunteers, and the Civilian Conservation Corps in conditioning his
faith in citizen soldiers, and the formative role of his professional education at the
Command and General Staff School at Fort Leavenworth and the Infantry School
at Fort Benning.” — I. B. Holley, Jr., The Journal of American History “[Stoler] is
able to present the issues faced by the new chief of staff lucidly and with great
insight... In sum, Professor Stoler, with style and verve, has produced an
excellent summary volume on George C. Marshall and his times... the book [is]
insightful, readable, provocative, and manageable. I highly recommend it.” —
Douglas Kinnard, Naval War College Review “[T]he book breaks through the
general’s deliberately cultivated stoic persona and demonstrates the humanity
that made him so admired in public and private. Stoler’s work stands as a model
of its genre, a concise study that incorporates themes from the large body of
current scholarship in the field without ever losing sight of its central character...
Stoler captures the complexity of the man and his times in a book that is a
pleasure to read.” — Donald A. Ritchie, The Oral History Review “This is a useful
volume for those who lack the time to read all four volumes of Forrest Pogue’s
biography.” — Gaddis Smith, Foreign Affairs
"Meat Planet explores the quest to grow meat in laboratories--a substance
sometimes called "cultured meat"--And asks what it means to imagine that this is
the future of food. This book takes the reader on a tour of the laboratories,
kitchens, public debates, and media events that may launch this novel food
technology. While pundits and entrepreneurs promote cultured meat as a solution
to the ethical and environmental problems of industrial meat, Meat Planet
meditates on the philosophical, historical and anthropological meanings of future
flesh"--Provided by publisher.
The Marshall PlanDawn of the Cold WarSimon and Schuster
An Economist Best Book of 2018 A spellbinding narrative of the high-stakes
mission that changed the course of America, China, and global politics—and a rich
portrait of the towering, complex figure who carried it out. As World War II came
to an end, General George Marshall was renowned as the architect of Allied
victory. Set to retire, he instead accepted what he thought was a final
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mission—this time not to win a war, but to stop one. Across the Pacific, conflict
between Chinese Nationalists and Communists threatened to suck in the United
States and escalate into revolution. His assignment was to broker a peace, build
a Chinese democracy, and prevent a Communist takeover, all while staving off
World War III. In his thirteen months in China, Marshall journeyed across battlescarred landscapes, grappled with Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai, and plotted and
argued with Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek and his brilliant wife, often over card
games or cocktails. The results at first seemed miraculous. But as they started to
come apart, Marshall was faced with a wrenching choice. Its consequences
would define the rest of his career, as the secretary of state who launched the
Marshall Plan and set the standard for American leadership, and the shape of the
Cold War and the US-China relationship for decades to come. It would also help
spark one of the darkest turns in American civic life, as Marshall and the mission
became a first prominent target of McCarthyism, and the question of “who lost
China” roiled American politics. The China Mission traces this neglected turning
point and forgotten interlude in a heroic career—a story of not just diplomatic
wrangling and guerrilla warfare, but also intricate spycraft and charismatic
personalities. Drawing on eyewitness accounts both personal and official, it offers
a richly detailed, gripping, close-up, and often surprising view of the central
figures of the time—from Marshall, Mao, and Chiang to Eisenhower, Truman, and
MacArthur—as they stood face-to-face and struggled to make history, with
consequences and lessons that echo today.
"Foreword by Fred Smith, President and CEO, Federal Express No list of the
greatest people of the 20th century is complete without General George C.
Marshall. Winston Churchill called him the ""organizer of victory"" and ""the last
great American."" President Harry Truman referred to him as the ""great one of
the age."" Tom Brokaw called him the ""godfather"" of ""the greatest generation.""
Even so, many people know Marshall's name without being able to recall his
many astonishing accomplishments. Among them: * He personally trained future
generals Eisenhower, Bradley, Ridgeway, Patton, and others. * As Chief of Staff
of the U.S. Army before and during World War II, he oversaw its expansion from
a small, homeland defense force -- smaller than Bulgaria's -- into the mightiest
army ever assembled. * As Secretary of State, he introduced the ""Marshall
Plan,"" which literally rescued Europe after the war. * He was the first
professional soldier ever to win the Nobel Peace Prize and was twice named
Time's Man of the Year. Marshall's extraordinary career reflects unparalleled
leadership traits and consummate skills, among them vision, candor, a
commitment to action, the ability to listen and learn, and not least, selflessness.
In an extraordinary chronicle and analysis of legendary leadership, Jack Uldrich
brings the life and achievements of General Marshall front and center -- where
they have always belonged."
After Germany’s defeat in World War II, Europe lay in tatters. Millions of
refugees were dispersed across the continent. Food and fuel were scarce. Britain
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was bankrupt, while Germany had been reduced to rubble. In July of 1945, Harry
Truman, Winston Churchill, and Joseph Stalin gathered in a quiet suburb of
Berlin to negotiate a lasting peace: a peace that would finally put an end to the
conflagration that had started in 1914, a peace under which Europe could be
rebuilt. The award-winning historian Michael Neiberg brings the turbulent
Potsdam conference to life, vividly capturing the delegates’ personalities:
Truman, trying to escape from the shadow of Franklin Roosevelt, who had died
only months before; Churchill, bombastic and seemingly out of touch; Stalin,
cunning and meticulous. For the first week, negotiations progressed relatively
smoothly. But when the delegates took a recess for the British elections,
Churchill was replaced—both as prime minster and as Britain’s representative at
the conference—in an unforeseen upset by Clement Attlee, a man Churchill
disparagingly described as “a sheep in sheep’s clothing.” When the conference
reconvened, the power dynamic had shifted dramatically, and the delegates
struggled to find a new balance. Stalin took advantage of his strong position to
demand control of Eastern Europe as recompense for the suffering experienced
by the Soviet people and armies. The final resolutions of the Potsdam
Conference, notably the division of Germany and the Soviet annexation of
Poland, reflected the uneasy geopolitical equilibrium between East and West that
would come to dominate the twentieth century. As Neiberg expertly shows, the
delegates arrived at Potsdam determined to learn from the mistakes their
predecessors made in the Treaty of Versailles. But, riven by tensions and
dramatic debates over how to end the most recent war, they only dimly
understood that their discussions of peace were giving birth to a new global
conflict.
Balor, the rebellious son of a chieftain, flees his own tribe to test his courage and
manhood, find love, and seek out his heroic destiny in an unknown world, in this
saga set in ancient Britain
Reveals how the blueprint for the post-World War II economic order was actually drawn.
A captivating blend of personal biography and public drama, The Wise Men introduces the
original best and brightest, leaders whose outsized personalities and actions brought order to
postwar chaos: Averell Harriman, the freewheeling diplomat and Roosevelt's special envoy to
Churchill and Stalin; Dean Acheson, the secretary of state who was more responsible for the
Truman Doctrine than Truman and for the Marshall Plan than General Marshall; George
Kennan, self-cast outsider and intellectual darling of the Washington elite; Robert Lovett,
assistant secretary of war, undersecretary of state, and secretary of defense throughout the
formative years of the Cold War; John McCloy, one of the nation's most influential private
citizens; and Charles Bohlen, adroit diplomat and ambassador to the Soviet Union.
"As clear a picture of humanity's impact on earth's natural environment as any ever written."
--E. O. Wilson (from the Introduction) An urgent, resounding call to protect 50 percent of the
earth's land by 2050--thereby saving millions of its species--and a candid assessment of the
health of our planet and our role in conserving it, from the award-winning author of The
Experience of Place and veteran New Yorker staff writer. Beginning in the vast North American
Boreal Forest that stretches through Canada, and roving across the continent, from the
Northern Sierra to Alabama's Paint Rock Forest, from the Appalachian Trail to a ranch in
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Mexico, Tony Hiss sets out on a journey to take stock of the "superorganism" that is the earth:
its land, its elements, its plants and animals, its greatest threats--and what we can do to keep
it, and ourselves, alive. Hiss not only invites us to understand the scope and gravity of the
problems we face, but also makes the case for why protecting half the land is the way to fix
those problems. He highlights the important work of the many groups already involved in this
fight, such as the Indigenous Leadership Initiative, the Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation
Initiative, and the global animal tracking project ICARUS. And he introduces us to the
engineers, geologists, biologists, botanists, oceanographers, ecologists, and other "Half
Earthers" like Hiss himself who are allied in their dedication to the unifying, essential cause of
saving our own planet from ourselves. Tender, impassioned, curious, and above all else
inspiring, Rescuing the Planet is a work that promises to make all of us better citizens of the
earth.
The Berlin Wall was the symbol of the Cold War. For the first time, this path-breaking book tells
the behind-the-scenes story of the communists' decision to build the Wall in 1961. Hope
Harrison's use of archival sources from the former East German and Soviet regimes is
unrivalled, and from these sources she builds a highly original and provocative argument: the
East Germans pushed the reluctant Soviets into building the Berlin Wall. This fascinating work
portrays the different approaches favored by the East Germans and the Soviets to stop the
exodus of refugees to West Germany. In the wake of Stalin's death in 1953, the Soviets
refused the East German request to close their border to West Berlin. The Kremlin rulers told
the hard-line East German leaders to solve their refugee problem not by closing the border, but
by alleviating their domestic and foreign problems. The book describes how, over the next
seven years, the East German regime managed to resist Soviet pressures for liberalization and
instead pressured the Soviets into allowing them to build the Berlin Wall. Driving the Soviets
Up the Wall forces us to view this critical juncture in the Cold War in a different light. Harrison's
work makes us rethink the nature of relations between countries of the Soviet bloc even at the
height of the Cold War, while also contributing to ongoing debates over the capacity of weaker
states to influence their stronger allies.
Politicians of every stripe frequently invoke the Marshall Plan in support of programs aimed at
using American wealth to extend the nation's power and influence, solve intractable third-world
economic problems, and combat world hunger and disease. Do any of these impassioned
advocates understand why the Marshall Plan succeeded where so many subsequent aid plans
have not? Historian Nicolaus Mills explores the Marshall Plan in all its dimensions to provide
valuable lessons from the past about what America can and cannot do as a superpower.
With Britain's empire collapsing and Stalin's ascendant, U.S. officials under new Secretary of
State George C. Marshall set out to reconstruct western Europe as a bulwark against
communist authoritarianism. Their massive, costly, and ambitious undertaking would confront
Europeans and Americans alike with a vision at odds with their history and self-conceptions. In
the process, they would drive the creation of NATO, the European Union, and a Western
identity that continues to shape world events. This is the story behind the birth of the Cold War,
and the U.S.-led liberal global order, told with verve, insight, and resonance for today. Bringing
to bear fascinating new material from American, Russian, German, and other European
archives, Benn Steil's book will forever change how we see the Marshall Plan. Focusing on the
critical years 1947 to 1949, Steil's gripping narrative takes us through the seminal episodes
marking the collapse of postwar U.S.-Soviet relations: the Prague coup, the Berlin blockade,
and the division of Germany. In each case, Stalin's determination to crush the Marshall Plan
and undermine American power in Europe is vividly portrayed. And in a riveting epilogue, Steil
shows how the forces which clove Europe in two after the Second World War have reasserted
themselves since the collapse of the Soviet Union. A polished and masterly work of historical
narrative, The Marshall Plan is an instant classic of Cold War literature.
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In this penetrating analysis of the role of political leadership in the Cold War's ending, Archie
Brown shows why the popular view that Western economic and military strength left the Soviet
Union with no alternative but to admit defeat is wrong. To understand the significance of the
parts played by Mikhail Gorbachev, Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher in East-West
relations in the second half of the 1980s, Brown addresses several specific questions: What
were the values and assumptions of these leaders, and how did their perceptions evolve?
What were the major influences on them? To what extent were they reflecting the views of their
own political establishment or challenging them? How important for ending the East-West
standoff were their interrelations? Would any of the realistically alternative leaders of their
countries at that time have pursued approximately the same policies? The Cold War got colder
in the early 1980s and the relationship between the two military superpowers, the USA and the
Soviet Union, each of whom had the capacity to annihilate the other, was tense. By the end of
the decade, East-West relations had been utterly transformed, with most of the dividing lines including the division of Europe - removed. Engagement between Gorbachev and Reagan was
a crucial part of that process of change. More surprising was Thatcher's role. Regarded by
Reagan as his ideological and political soulmate, she formed also a strong and supportive
relationship with Gorbachev (beginning three months before he came to power). Promoting
Gorbachev in Washington as 'a man to do business with', she became, in the words of her
foreign policy adviser Sir Percy Cradock, 'an agent of influence in both directions'.
The Cold War was in many ways a religious war. Presidents Truman and Eisenhower and
other American leaders believed that human rights and freedoms were endowed by God, that
God had called the United States to defend liberty in the world, and that Soviet communism
was especially evil because of its atheism and its enmity to religion. Along with security and
economic concerns, these religious convictions also helped determine both how the United
States defined the enemy and how it fought the conflict. Meanwhile, American Protestant
churches failed to seize the moment. Internal differences over theology and politics, and
resistance to cooperation with Catholics and Jews, hindered Protestant leaders domestically
and internationally. Frustrated by these internecine disputes, Truman and Eisenhower
attempted instead to construct a new civil religion. This public theology was used to mobilize
domestic support for Cold War measures, to determine the strategic boundaries of
containment, to appeal to people of all religious faiths around the world to unite against
communism, and to undermine the authority of communist governments within their own
countries.
Winner of the 2018 American Academy of Diplomacy Douglas Dillon Award Shortlisted for the
2018 Duff Cooper Prize in Literary Nonfiction “[A] brilliant book…by far the best study yet” (Paul
Kennedy, The Wall Street Journal) of the gripping history behind the Marshall Plan and its longlasting influence on our world. In the wake of World War II, with Britain’s empire collapsing and
Stalin’s on the rise, US officials under new Secretary of State George C. Marshall set out to
reconstruct western Europe as a bulwark against communist authoritarianism. Their massive,
costly, and ambitious undertaking would confront Europeans and Americans alike with a vision
at odds with their history and self-conceptions. In the process, they would drive the creation of
NATO, the European Union, and a Western identity that continue to shape world events. Benn
Steil’s “thoroughly researched and well-written account” (USA TODAY) tells the story behind
the birth of the Cold War, told with verve, insight, and resonance for today. Focusing on the
critical years 1947 to 1949, Benn Steil’s gripping narrative takes us through the seminal
episodes marking the collapse of postwar US-Soviet relations—the Prague coup, the Berlin
blockade, and the division of Germany. In each case, Stalin’s determination to crush the
Marshall Plan and undermine American power in Europe is vividly portrayed. Bringing to bear
fascinating new material from American, Russian, German, and other European archives,
Steil’s account will forever change how we see the Marshall Plan. “Trenchant and timely…an
Page 11/14

Acces PDF The Marshall Plan Dawn Of The Cold War
ambitious, deeply researched narrative that…provides a fresh perspective on the coming Cold
War” (The New York Times Book Review), The Marshall Plan is a polished and masterly work
of historical narrative. An instant classic of Cold War literature, it “is a gripping, complex, and
critically important story that is told with clarity and precision” (The Christian Science Monitor).

The imperial powers of the nineteenth century, having weakened one another in
World War I, destroyed themselves in World War II. In the aftermath of the war,
Europe was in shambles. Nearly all of France, Germany, Italy, and Poland had
been devastated. Bridges and roads were gone. Rivers and canals were clogged
with sunken ships and fallen bridges. Unexploded bombs and shells littered
fields. Postwar inflation whipsawed the survivors: cigarettes, coffee, and
chocolate were better currencies than Deutsche marks. Prices rose in Italy to
thirty-five times their prewar level. Before the year was over, disastrous harvests
across the continent would leave Europeans hungry, and, in some places, even
starving. Only two great powers remained strong enough to consider taking over,
or materially influencing, Europe - the United States and the Soviet Union. United
States Secretary of State George C. Marshall had a plan. Here's the story of that
plan and the fascinating man who put it together.
While some of the last battles of WWII were being fought, U.S. President Franklin
Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and Soviet Premier Joseph
Stalin—the so-called “Big Three”—met from February 4-11, 1945, in the Crimean
resort town of Yalta. Over eight days of bargaining, bombast, and intermittent
bonhomie, while Soviet soldiers and NKVD men patrolled the grounds of the
three palaces occupied by their delegations, they decided, among other things,
on the endgame of the war against Nazi Germany and how a defeated and
occupied Germany should be governed, on the constitution of the nascent United
Nations, on the price of Soviet entry into the war against Japan, on the new
borders of Poland, and on spheres of influence elsewhere in Eastern Europe, the
Balkans, and Greece. With the deep insight of a skilled historian, drawing on the
memorable accounts of those who were there—from the leaders and high level
advisors such as Averell Harriman, Anthony Eden, and Andrei Gromyko, to
Churchill’s clear-eyed secretary Marian Holmes and FDR’s insightful daughter
Anna Boettiger—Diana Preston has, on the 75th anniversary of this historic event,
crafted a masterful and vivid chronicle of the conference that created the postwar world, out of which came decisions that still resonate loudly today. Ever
since, who “won” Yalta has been debated. Three months after the conference,
Roosevelt was dead, and right after Germany’s surrender, Churchill wrote to the
new president, Harry Truman, of “an iron curtain” that was now “drawn upon
[the Soviets’] front.” Knowing his troops controlled eastern Europe, Stalin’s
judgment in April 1945 thus speaks volumes: “Whoever occupies a territory also
imposes on it his own social system.”
A New York Times bestseller, this is the “outstanding” (The Atlantic), insightful,
and authoritative account of Dwight Eisenhower’s presidency. Drawing on newly
declassified documents and thousands of pages of unpublished material, The
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Age of Eisenhower tells the story of a masterful president guiding the nation
through the great crises of the 1950s, from McCarthyism and the Korean War
through civil rights turmoil and Cold War conflicts. This is a portrait of a skilled
leader who, despite his conservative inclinations, found a middle path through the
bitter partisanship of his era. At home, Eisenhower affirmed the central elements
of the New Deal, such as Social Security; fought the demagoguery of Senator
Joseph McCarthy; and advanced the agenda of civil rights for African-Americans.
Abroad, he ended the Korean War and avoided a new quagmire in Vietnam. Yet
he also charted a significant expansion of America’s missile technology and
deployed a vast array of covert operations around the world to confront the
challenge of communism. As he left office, he cautioned Americans to remain
alert to the dangers of a powerful military-industrial complex that could threaten
their liberties. Today, presidential historians rank Eisenhower fifth on the list of
great presidents, and William Hitchcock’s “rich narrative” (The Wall Street
Journal) shows us why Ike’s stock has risen so high. He was a gifted leader, a
decent man of humble origins who used his powers to advance the welfare of all
Americans. Now more than ever, with this “complete and persuasive
assessment” (Booklist, starred review), Americans have much to learn from
Dwight Eisenhower.
The idea that a Senator—Republican or Democrat—would put the greater good of
the country ahead of party seems nearly impossible to imagine in our current
climate of gridlock and divisiveness. But this hasn’t always been the case. Arthur
H. Vandenberg (1884–1951), Republican from Grand Rapids, Michigan, was the
model of a consensus builder, and the coalitions he spearheaded continue to
form the foundation of American foreign and domestic policy today. Edward R.
Murrow called him “the central pivot of the entire era,” yet, despite his
significance, Vandenberg has never received the full public attention he is
due—until now. With this authoritative biography, Hendrik Meijer reveals how
Vandenberg built and nurtured the bipartisan consensus that created the
American Century. Originally the editor and publisher of the Grand Rapids
Herald, Vandenberg was appointed and later elected to the Senate in 1928,
where he became an outspoken opponent of the New Deal and a leader among
the isolationists who resisted FDR’s efforts to aid European allies at the onset of
World War II. But Vandenberg soon recognized the need for unity at the dawn of
a new world order; and as a Republican leader, he worked closely with
Democratic administrations to build the strong bipartisan consensus that
established the Marshall Plan, the United Nations, and NATO. Vandenberg, as
Meijer reveals, was instrumental in organizing Congressional support for these
monumental twentieth-century foreign policy decisions. Vandenberg’s life and
career offer powerful lessons for today, and Meijer has given us a story that
suggests an antidote to our current democratic challenges. After reading this
poignant biography, many will ask: Where is the Vandenberg of today?
The author relates his experiences in the State Department during a period that
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witnessed World War II, European reconstruction, the Korean War and
McCarthyism
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